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It’s Worse Than We Think

Like you, I was disgusted by the 
Pennsylvania grand jury report on 
sexual abuse within the Catholic 
Church, released on Tuesday, Aug. 
14. Unlike you, perhaps, I read the 
whole report, mainly because my 
job required it—every excruciating 
account of sexual abuse by 301 priests 
across six dioceses, with more than 
1,000 victims. The fact that most of 
these events took place more than 
25 years ago, over a period of seven 
decades, provided little comfort. News 
is simply information that you haven’t 
heard before—it does not matter 
much whether it happened yesterday 
or a century ago.  

Like you, I experienced a range 
of emotions—anger, sorrow, sadness. 
Above all, fear. There is the fear of 
what is to come. The grand jury report 
covered only six dioceses of the nearly 
200 Catholic dioceses in the United 
States. Surely the news will only get 
worse as more dioceses release their 
records. They should do so at once. 
Such disclosures, as the editors write 
in this issue, “should be anticipated 
and embraced, not resisted until they 
are imposed” by civil authorities. “One 
of the few remaining ways that the 
church can off er mercy to survivors 
of sexual abuse,” they continue, “is to 
demonstrate through such voluntary 
disclosures that we value the sacred 
dignity of the victims more than the 
church’s reputation and security.” 

Yet as painful as that necessary 
process of disclosure will be, there 
is something that terrifi es me even 
more, an ominous question that has 
kept me tossing and turning for much 
of the week: If things are this bad 
within the church, how bad is it in our 
homes and neighborhoods? This is not 

“what about-ism.” By asking this ques-
tion I do not seek to defl ect attention 
in any way from the church’s abysmal 
failures or the objectively evil acts of 
the abusers in its ranks. The problem 
within the church is bad. The problem 
in our families and in our neighbor-
hoods is even worse. 

Consider the following: Nation-
wide, one in fi ve girls and one in 12 
boys are sexually abused before their 
18th birthday; 95 percent of boys and 
girls are abused by someone they 
know; 50 percent of victims between 
the ages of 1 and 6 and 25 percent of 
victims between the ages of 12 and 
17 are abused by a member of their 
own family; 84 percent of  child sex-
ual abuse occurs in homes. In 2014, 
1.8 million adolescents in the United 
States were the victims of a sexual as-
sault. The overwhelming number of 
victims are females. The overwhelm-
ing number of perpetrators are males, 
more often an older child under the 
age of 18. And these government sta-
tistics are merely a best guess; most 
incidents involving the sexual abuse 
of a minor go unreported. 

As we seek to understand the 
specific ways in which the sexual 
abuse of children was enabled and 
covered up within the church, we 
must not forget the myriad human 
tragedies that are still unfolding 
even closer to home. The grand jury 
report details horrific acts by mem-
bers of the clergy and their protec-
tors over a period of 70 years. They 
were grave offenses against the most 
vulnerable among us. It is also true 
that what is happening in our homes 
and neighborhoods on an even 
greater scale is happening right now, 
as you read this column.

How are we to make sense of it? I 
am no expert. The social sciences, psy-
chology, theology, even words them-
selves, all seem inadequate in the face 
of such horror. Yet it is also clear that 
some ways of talking about the prob-
lem are demonstrably unhelpful. Who 
among us, for example, when faced with 
the overwhelming evidence that sexual 
abuse is committed by males against 
females, in our families and neighbor-
hoods, would ask whether some vague 
“culture of heterosexuality” causes this 
phenomenon? Who among us would 
think it reasonable to ask whether het-
erosexual males should be barred from 
parenting or teaching because statis-
tics show that most acts of child sexu-
al abuse are perpetrated by men who 
identify as such? 

There is no part of human histo-
ry, no part of human existence, that 
is untainted by this evil. The crimes 
within the church are real. They are 
horrifi c. The greater horror, howev-
er, lies in the terrifyingly banal fact 
that such crimes are common every-
where. There are, of course, import-
ant dimensions of this phenomenon 
that are specifi c to the church: vari-
ous manifestations of clericalism and 
inadequate screening and formation 
of priests among them. But as we 
begin the work of addressing those 
issues, we must not yield to the temp-
tation of thinking that the church’s 
problem, while having unique dimen-
sions, is a unique phenomenon. That 
would be a grave disservice, not only 
to the victims of sexual abuse at the 
hands of members of the clergy but to 
victims everywhere. 

Matt Malone, S.J.
Twitter: @americaeditor.
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YOUR   TAKE

These results are based on reader responses to a poll promoted on Facebook, Twitter and in our email newsletter. Because of rounding, percentages may not add up to 100.

 HAS THE CURRENT ABUSE CRISIS BEEN TALKED ABOUT IN A HOMILY OR AT MASS?
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How has the current sexual abuse crisis challenged your faith?
In response to our informal survey, conducted from Aug. 
1 to Aug. 19, 62 percent of respondents told America that 
the current sexual abuse crisis has changed how they see 
the church. 

“My faith in the church is being signifi cantly chal-
lenged,” wrote Kathy Emrich of Voorhees, N.J. “My faith 
in Jesus Christ is unchanged. I pray for the church and the 
bishops. I truly want there to be zero tolerance for abusers 
in the church and zero tolerance for those that enable and 
condone abusive behaviors.” 

Some people said that they had not been attending Mass 
since hearing recent revelations of sex abuse by priests and 
their cover-up by church leaders. Emily Baroz of New York, 
N.Y., wrote: “I am torn between a desire to receive the Eucha-
rist and a strong aversion to supporting the institution of the 
church. For the fi rst time, I have doubts that the church can 
really perform the miracle of the Eucharist. I have missed 

multiple Masses on purpose for the fi rst time in my life.” 
Others mentioned that they appreciated statements 

issued by Pope Francis. “The outpouring of support for the 
victims and the sorrow expressed by Pope Francis and oth-
er Catholics including priests has strengthened my faith. 
I am reading suggestions for positive change and ignoring 
homophobic accusations [against priests],” said Jennifer 
DeSena of Manhasset, N.Y.

The words of parish priests appeared to be especially 
meaningful, although only 19 percent of respondents said 
they had heard about the abuse crisis at Mass. “After Mass 
our pastor read a statement from our bishop and added his 
personal words of sorrow and pain, and he asked for our 
prayers. It was moving,” wrote Ms. DeSena.

“I have not heard any homilies about the current abuse 
crisis, but I wish our pastors would talk about it,” said Carol 
Goodson of Carrollton, Ga.

My faith and trust in the institutional church have 
been badly damaged—again. I am waiting for the men to 

welcome women into leadership. I am redirecting 
contributions to direct service providers. I am praying. 

Linda Dakin Grimm, Los Angeles, Calif.

The 2002 crisis was the tip of the iceberg. Now we are 
understanding that, as with most wounds and 

diseases, it’s not just the symptoms that have 
to be treated but the root and the cause.

Patricia McMahon, O.S.F., Rome, Italy
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Libertarianism Dehumanizes 
Re “A Libertarian Case for the Common Good,” by 
Stephanie Slade (8/20): Libertarianism relies on markets for 
determining value, meaning a supposed free and competitive 
exchange. Markets—of economy, politics or ideas—are the 
mechanisms by which libertarianism does its business. 
Catholic teachings would object to the dehumanization that 
comes from determining value by faceless market processes. 
Values, properly understood, transcend the objectifi cation 
that occurs in markets. So whatever transactional good 
might come from libertarianism, at its core it is a system that 
fails to refl ect the fi xed values by which Christians are called 
to understand the human person, creation and truth.
Stephen Schneck

No Good Alternatives
Re “Pope Francis Revises Teaching: 'No exceptions' on 
Catholic Rejection of the Death Penalty,” by Kevin Clarke 
(8/20): While I am against capital punishment, I am also 
against lifetime solitary confi nement. Capital punishment 
and lifetime solitary confi nement both violate human dignity. 
Unfortunately, the U.S. criminal justice system does not off er 
good alternatives. But if one prisoner has a change of heart and 
repents, lifetime confi nement is the lesser of two evils here.
Michael Barberi

Advancement and Security
Re “Aspiration Nation,” by Eve Tushnet (8/20): Good point 
about “advancement” and, indirectly, about security. This 
article made me think of the centrist Democratic party: 
The solution to everything is to go to college.
John Mack

Children Belong in Church
Re “The Kids Are All Right,” by Colleen Duggan (8/20): 
I will never forget the priest who from the pulpit invited parents 
with young children to walk around the church with them as 
needed. He reinforced that young children belong in church. 
My young son was quite the handful at that time, and it made 
all the diff erence in helping me to continue coming to church. 
Catherine Arventos

Closer to God
I agree that children are part of the community, and that 
we are all seeking to become closer to God, and it is our 
responsibility to urge them along in that path. 

Faith is not something that is developed overnight. 
If one thinks about it, it doesn’t make sense to let a per-
son wait until they’re an adult (and can finally sit still) to 
develop faith, any more than we would wait for a person 
to become an adult to introduce them to music or math.
Lena Graham

A Watershed Moment
Re “The McCarrick Case and the Future of Reform” 
(Our Take, 8/6): As a victim of clerical abuse nearly a 
half-century ago, I feel, profoundly, that this is truly a 
watershed moment in our church. I applaud the writers 
of America for their courage to be honest, thoughtful 
and direct. 

The time is now for change. Under recent papacies, 
transparency, rooted in the good news, did not happen. 
Now, there is hope in Pope Francis to do the right thing. 
Taking action against Cardinal McCarrick, and before 
him Bishop Juan Barros Madrid of Chile, sends such a 
message of renewal to me and victims everywhere, in 
and out of the pews. 

As our Lord said, “Take courage, it is I, do not be 
afraid.”
Mark Joseph Williams 
Far Hills, N.J. 

A Piece of History
Re “When the Jesuits Left Baghdad,” by Joseph 
MacDonnell (Vantage Point, 7/9): Thank you for this 
piece of history. I was privileged to have spent three great 
years (1957-60) on this mission teaching young Iraqis as 
well as studying Arabic. Thank you to Jesuits who carry 
on this great work with Iraqi refugees in Jordan. 
Jim Powers
Evans, Ga.

READER COMMENTSREADER COMMENTS

 Comments drawn from our website, americamagazine.org, and America Media’s social media platforms.
Letters to the editor can be sent to letters@americamedia.org. Please include the article title, author and issue date, as well as your name and where you are writing from.
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The Pattern of Sin Is Clear

The Pennsylvania grand jury report 
on sexual abuse within the Catholic 
Church, released on Tuesday, Aug. 14, 
recounts abuse by 301 priests across 
six dioceses, with more than 1,000 
victims. While the vast majority of 
the cases described by the grand jury 
predate the first tidal wave of the U.S. 
church’s sexual abuse crisis in 2002, 
the visceral reaction to this report 
and the flood of media reports it is 
triggering are stark evidence that the 
crisis is far from over. 

This is not to say that there is an 
ongoing epidemic of priests commit-
ting sexual abuse of children. Though 
vigilance is still required and even one 
case of abuse is unacceptable, there 
is reason to believe that the practic-
es and policies adopted in the Dallas 
Charter, along with greater public 
awareness of the problem, have dras-
tically reduced the incidence of abuse.

But while the reforms adopted 
in 2002 have helped prevent further 
abuse, they have not repaired the 
devastating breach of trust caused by 
years of obstruction, denial and negli-
gence on the part of leaders of the in-
stitutional church, especially bishops 
and superiors of religious communi-
ties, who returned abusers to ministry 
repeatedly, while doing little or noth-
ing to care for their victims or protect 
those who were vulnerable. This crisis 
in the church continues—most pain-
fully for the survivors of abuse whose 
stories have not been heard and whose 
wounds have not been sufficiently 
cared for. They have even seen some of 
the bishops who failed to protect them 
promoted through the ecclesial ranks.

It is part of the church’s great 
shame that we will not willingly and 
fully hear the Gospel’s call to repen-

tance for these crimes and sins until it 
is delivered to us by a grand jury. Yet 
as the church finally begins to hear the 
call for repentance, here are a few key 
steps its leaders, especially bishops, 
should take in the months ahead:

Focus first on the survivors of 
abuse, not on the effects of this crisis 
on the church as an institution, its rep-
utation or financial standing. 

Do not be reflexively defensive or 
dismissive in response to accusations 
against the church and revelations of 
past or ongoing failures. Some of the 
responses of bishops to the grand jury 
report have demonstrated a remark-
able tone deafness to the horror that 
the faithful are currently experiencing 
and to the trauma survivors still live 
with. Our primary response to this 
crisis must not be framed in legal, fi-
nancial or practical terms but in the 
language of true contrition, sorrow 
and, above all, action and reform. The 
example of Bishop Lawrence Persico 
of Erie, who chose to testify before the 
grand jury in person and replaced law-
yers who resisted disclosure of records, 
is a model for other bishops to follow.

Do not wait for civil authorities to 
bring past scandals to light. The expe-
rience of the last 16 years shows that 
the worst will eventually come to light. 
Such disclosures should be anticipat-
ed and embraced, not resisted until 
they are imposed. All dioceses and 
religious communities should follow 
the example of those that have begun 
to make a comprehensive public ac-
counting of their knowledge of abuse 
claims. One of the few remaining ways 
that the church can offer mercy to 
survivors of sexual abuse is to demon-
strate through such voluntary disclo-
sures that we value the sacred dignity 

of the victims more than the church’s 
reputation and security. 

Do not pretend that bishops alone 
can hold themselves and each other 
to account. Bishop Edward Scharfen-
berger of Albany has called for a 
commission of laypeople to investi-
gate claims of abuse and misconduct 
against bishops. Cardinal Daniel N. 
DiNardo, the president of the U.S. 
bishops’ conference, has announced 
that the bishops will take up a com-
prehensive plan to address this “moral 
catastrophe” in their November meet-
ing. Such a plan should be swiftly im-
plemented, with a clear mandate for 
a commission to examine the culture, 
policies and practices that enabled 
bishops to continue assigning abusive 
priests and to recommend effective 
remedies. The bishops of the Unit-
ed States should both endorse such a 
commission themselves and also ask 
Pope Francis to give it his clear ap-
proval. As we first said several weeks 
ago, the bishops should not hesitate 
to call on those among them who have 
failed most grievously to acknowledge 
their faults and to resign.

Find ways to begin to make mean-
ingful reparation to the survivors 
of sexual abuse in the church. This 
should include meaningful financial 
support to help with counseling and 
to make some measure of restitution 
for the trauma they have lived with for 
years. The church may be concerned 
about the effect of expansions of civil 
liability for sexual abuse, which can fi-
nancially bankrupt dioceses and limit 
ministry to people in grave need. But 
the church must demonstrate great-
er concern for the needs of victims, 
which have too long been neglected, 
a sin that has left the church morally 
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bankrupt in the public mind. Compensa-
tion funds like the one established in the 
Archdiocese of New York may provide a 
good starting point, though we must en-
sure that such eff orts prioritize care for 
survivors over the church’s avoidance of 
legal liability.

Beyond new safeguards and fi nancial 
restitution, the church should also make 
a signifi cant act of public repentance and 
reparation, especially within its liturgical 
life. Imagine a publicly declared day of 
fast and penance for bishops and priests, 
on which bishops and other ecclesial 
leaders humbly prostrate themselves and 
listen in silence to the testimony of the 
faithful. Imagine a simultaneous act of 
contrition by bishops and priests, in their 
own names and on behalf of their prede-
cessors, in every cathedral in the country. 
The church should also consider ways for 
parishes to mark their solidarity with sur-
vivors of abuse beyond merely adding a 
petition to the prayer of the faithful.

We do not pretend that these recom-
mendations are comprehensive. They are 
merely a starting point. Above all, while 
we can acknowledge the great good done 
by most priests, no one should pretend 
that the moral failures by church leaders 
that accompanied the grievous crimes of 
some of their priests were merely isolated 
or accidental events. The pattern of sin is 
clear. Now we must confront the catastro-
phe that has befallen the church as a re-
sult and beg for the grace of conversion, 
however agonizing that process may be. 
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Following Donald J. Trump’s surprise 
election as president, there seemed 
to be a nascent desire among many 
Americans to better understand people 
on the other side of the political divide. 
Reporters were deployed to Middle 
America to discover what motivated 
voters to vote the way they did. Even 
the liberal comedian Jon Stewart, 
known for his cynical sense of humor, 
preached empathy and mutual respect. 

Last spring, as I began to travel 
the country for Trump’s America, a 
four-year reporting project that takes 
the pulse of voters in eight counties 
that were pivotal to Trump’s election, 
I felt a glimmer of hope that after the 
most turbulent presidential campaign 
in recent memory, Americans were 
ready to engage with one another to 
unite the country. 

I am no longer as hopeful. I am 
finding more and more people who 
say they have fallen out with friends 
and family members over politics and 
have simply stopped trying to under-
stand those with whom they disagree. 
Many have retreated to their ideolog-
ical bubbles, in terms of both the me-
dia they consume and the people with 
whom they associate. 

During a recent trip to a rural area 
in northeastern Iowa, I met a univer-
sity professor who said he uses Presi-
dent Trump as a filter when deciding 
whether or not to befriend someone. 
“If I don’t know you and you come out 
with that Trump sh—, I really don’t 
want to get to know you,” he said. 

I also spoke with a conservative 
couple and their progressive neighbor 
who separately told me they had fall-
en out over some politically charged 
Facebook posts. 

Another woman became emo-

tional while recalling how political 
conversations with a group of long-
time female friends at her country 
club had become extremely tense. 
The tension sometimes erupted into 
outright hostility rooted in her exas-
peration over her friends’ unflinching 
support for Mr. Trump.

These anecdotes seem to reveal 
a larger trend. As the headline of a 
recent USA Today poll put it, “On 
Trump, we can’t even agree on why we 
disagree, and we assume the worst.”

People are purging their friend 
groups of anyone outside their political 
tribe. Trump administration officials 
are being refused service or harassed at 
restaurants. And I have noticed more 
opinion pieces like a recent one in the 
Jewish magazine The Forward titled, 
“No, we don’t have to be friends with 
Trump supporters,” whose author ar-
gued, “When they go low, stomp them 
on the head.”

The media deserves much of the 
blame for our deep political divides. 
Just as politicians win votes by stir-
ring up their base voters, many media 
outlets play to their core audiences’ 
sense of outrage. Then there is social 
media, which has a special power to 
bring out the worst in people. 

This leads me to three ways we can 
start to engage again and move forward 
to a more civil political discussion. 

First, spend less time discussing 
politics on social media. It is much easi-
er to have civil, respectful conversations 
when we are speaking in person, not 
through the anonymity of social media. 

Second, make sure you are engag-
ing for the right reasons. Are you offend-
ed by your liberal friend’s belief that Mr. 
Trump is a racist simply because you do 
not want to grapple with what that might 

say about you? Are you challenging your 
friend’s support for Mr. Trump’s immi-
gration policies because you wish to un-
derstand that person’s view or because 
you want to prove that your friend is a 
“deplorable” person? If it is the former, 
your task is easy. It requires only that 
you ask fair questions and listen, and 
then listen some more. 

Third, embrace the struggle be-
tween what may first seem to be com-
peting truths. I am not talking about 
“alternative facts.” I mean allow for 
nuance in assessing the merits of a 
policy or a president. It means recog-
nizing, for instance, that Mr. Trump 
is a narcissistic bully while also ac-
knowledging that he has done some 
things right. Or it could mean believ-
ing that Barack Obama was a flawed 
president without also embracing the 
myth that he is a Muslim or was born 
in Kenya. I use that example because 
it is exactly the argument I heard from 
a former Obama voter turned Trump 
supporter. For her, rejecting Mr. 
Obama meant entertaining the worst 
slurs made against him. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald once wrote, 
“The test of a first-rate intelligence is 
the ability to hold two opposed ideas 
in mind at the same time and still re-
tain the ability to function.”

When it comes to our political 
discussions, what we have right now 
is a dysfunctional nation. Our politi-
cal tribalism is making us stupid and 
ruining our relationships. The remedy 
is not only to engage our political op-
ponents but to do so with humility, pa-
tience and a real desire to understand. 

Daniel Allott is the author of the website 
Trump’s America: The Race to 2020 
and a former deputy commentary editor 
at The Washington Examiner. 
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Three steps to more civil political debate
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Featured speakers will include Dulles’ longtime Fordham colleague,  
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The president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
announced on Aug. 16 a comprehensive plan to address the 
“moral catastrophe” of the new sexual abuse scandal hitting 
the U.S. church, which includes a grand jury report released 
on Aug. 14 describing in detail claims of sexual abuse of 
children in six Pennsylvania dioceses over seven decades.

The plan “will involve the laity, lay experts, the clergy 
and the Vatican,” Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, archbishop 
of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston, said. This plan will 
be presented to the full body of bishops at their general as-
sembly in Baltimore in November.

He said the “substantial involvement of the laity” 
from law enforcement, psychology and other disciplines 
will be essential to this process. He also said it is clear that 
“one root cause” of this catastrophe “is the failure of epis-
copal leadership.”

In a lengthy letter addressed to all Catholics, Cardinal 
DiNardo laid out three goals established by the bishops’ ex-
ecutive committee in a series of meetings held on the week 
of Aug. 13.

The fi rst is a “full investigation” into “the questions sur-
rounding” Archbishop Theodore E. McCarrick, a former car-
dinal and retired archbishop of Washington. He said the exec-
utive committee will ask the Vatican to conduct an apostolic 
visitation into these questions “in concert with” a group of 

laypeople, identifi ed for their expertise by the U.S.C.C.B.’s lay-
run National Review Board, who will be “empowered to act.”

With a credible allegation that Archbishop McCarrick 
abused a minor nearly 47 years ago and accusations of sexual 
misconduct with seminarians, many have been asking how 
the prelate could have risen up the ranks of the church as an 
auxiliary bishop, bishop, archbishop and fi nally cardinal.

Cardinal DiNardo described the second and third 
goals, respectively, as an opening of new and confi dential 
channels for reporting complaints against bishops and ad-
vocacy for more eff ective resolution of future complaints.

The three goals “will be pursued according to three cri-
teria: proper independence, suffi  cient authority and sub-
stantial leadership by laity,” he said.

“Two weeks ago, I shared with you my sadness, anger, 
and shame over the recent revelations concerning Archbish-
op Theodore McCarrick,” the cardinal said. “Those senti-
ments continue and are deepened in view of the Pennsylva-
nia Grand Jury report…. We are faced with a spiritual crisis 
that requires not only spiritual conversion, but practical 
changes to avoid repeating the sins and failures of the past.”

Julie Asher, Catholic News Service
For complete coverage of the sexual abuse crisis and the U.S. church, 
visit americamagazine.org.
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By Julie AsherBy Julie Asher

U.S. bishops announce 
three-point plan to address 
‘moral catastrophe’ of abuse

Victims of clergy sexual abuse and 
family members listen to the details 

of the Pennsylvania grand jury’s 
report in Harrisburg on Aug. 14.
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When he was 12, Dominic told his parents he did not want to 
be an altar server anymore. He had been serving at a parish 
in Southern California run by Michael Baker, who was later 
convicted of molesting children and defrocked.

“We need to learn to listen to our children,” Dominic’s 
mother, Virginia Zamora, told America. “They do have 
symptoms.... My son didn’t want to go to church again. He 
hated God.”

Her son was abused for years, she said. The then-priest 
would tell her son: “No one is going to believe you. Who’s go-
ing to believe you over me?” Ms. Zamora said the revelations 
about former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick should be a 
wake-up call for Latinos, whom she described as reluctant to 
speak against the clergy.

“Hispanics believe it’s their cross to bear; that’s how they 
live with it,” said Ms. Zamora, who works with the Survivors 
Network of those Abused by Priests, known as SNAP. “But it’s 
not our cross. We need to speak up.”

Hosff man Ospino, an associate professor of Hispanic 
ministry and religious education at Boston College, said the 
Latino community “tends to go under the radar.”

“It worries me that in some cases of abuse, some Hispan-
ics feel afraid of their legal situation,” he said, referring to un-
documented immigrants. 

Because of their culture, Hispanic immigrants, in gener-
al, tend to support the clergy, Mr. Ospino said. In 2002, white 
Catholics in Boston demonstrated against the church as de-
cades of abuse were revealed. But the Latino community had 
a diff erent reaction, he said.

“While the Catholic community was protesting—and 
rightly so—the Latino community was holding vigils for their 
priests—and the victims as well,” Mr. Ospino said. “It’s not 
that they were naïve because they’re immigrants. But this 
cultural Catholicism somehow invites responses that also in-
volve prayer, forgiveness and reconciliation.”

Yet he believes second- and third-generation Hispanics 
may react diff erently.

“They may grow up with a sense of suspicion, and that 
sense of suspicion will rob them of role models who are 

bishops and priests,” he said.
Cristofer Pereyra, the director of the Hispanic Mission 

Offi  ce of the Diocese of Phoenix, said immigrants are now 
likely aware of abuse because of widespread incidents in 
Chile and other parts of Latin America.

But with respect to former Cardinal McCarrick, Mr. Pe-
reyra has not seen a lot of coverage in the Spanish-language 
media. He contrasted it with the nonstop stories about ex-
priest Alberto Cutié, a television personality who left the 
priesthood after he was photographed kissing a woman on a 
Florida beach.

The church needs to encourage the Latino community to 
come forward with allegations, he said. “We’ve made a lot of 
progress, but we still have to do more.”

Deacon Bernie Nojadera, the executive director of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Offi  ce of Child and 
Youth Protection, said dioceses are preparing Spanish-speak-
ing trainers to educate parishioners about abuse.

“As the demographics are changing, we’re reaching out 
and providing materials,” he said. “It’s a tough topic to talk 
about, but this is an evil. This is a crime. We need to be able to 
talk about it.”

Ms. Zamora said cultural dispositions may be diffi  cult to 
overcome. “As for Hispanics, whatever the priest says, goes. 
But that’s not right,” she said. “The priest is not God. Nobody 
is above God.”

Ms. Zamora believes that the abuse her son suff ered led to 
his alcoholism. A few years ago, he died of cirrhosis of the liver.

“It’s sad, but now he’s safe,” she said. “No one can ever do 
this to him again.”

J.D. Long-García, senior editor. 
Twitter: @Jdlonggarcia.

By J.D. Long-García

Is there a sexual abuse 
reckoning ahead for 
Latino U.S. Catholics?

Members of an advocacy group for victims 
of sexual abuse at a Mass in Osorno, Chile. 
CNS photo/Fernando Lavoz, Reuters
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The church must rid its supply chains of modern slavery, 
says former Vatican ambassador

“Even here in Rome” the phenomenon of human traffi  cking 
and compelled labor is present, Pope Francis told pilgrims 
at St. Peter’s Square on July 30, the day before the 
World Day Against Traffi  cking in Persons. He said it was 
everyone’s duty to oppose the “shameful crime” of human 
traffi  cking, “this scourge” that “reduces many men, women 
and children to slavery.”

Around the world, perhaps the most publicized victims 
of human traffi  cking and modern compelled labor are con-
nected with the global sex trade or domestic servitude. But 
among 40 million worldwide who are believed to be caught 
in a trap of forced labor are many millions who work in 
manufacturing, assembly, agriculture and food services.

John McCarthy, Q.C., a former ambassador to the Holy 
See from Australia who has worked intensely on the issue, 
argues that human traffi  cking and modern slavery can nev-
er be countered by enforcement eff orts alone. He says that 
the root of the problem must be addressed—that is, at the 
very beginning of the modern supply chain, where most 
compelled labor can be located. 

During a visit to America’s offi  ces in May, the ambas-
sador said that the victims of modern slavery can be found 
in every country and every industrial sector, but notable 
high-risk sectors include construction, manufacturing and 
agriculture. And because of the sheer extent of the supply 

chains that eventually reach Catholic institutions—a pri-
mary example in Sydney are the thousands of school uni-
forms manufactured in Asia each year for Catholic school-
children—the possible exposure of the church to modern 
slavery is enormous.

But, he argued, so is its capacity to respond to the prob-
lem, given the church’s size and reach.

Ambassador McCarthy urges the global church to take 
the lead in fi ghting modern slavery. By aggressively polic-
ing its own supply lines, the church could be an example 
for other large contemporary institutions to follow, he said. 
In Australia, the Archdiocese of Sydney has begun a pilot 
program aimed at ridding schools and parishes of slav-
ery-tainted goods and services.

That is no small challenge in a global economy where 
manufacturers and well-known brands often outsource 
the real work of production to increasingly anonymous 
subcontractors, obscuring direct corporate connections to 
unseemly labor practices conditions and diminishing their 
ethical responsibility to mitigate them.

The Archdiocese of Sydney began its eff ort with a 
fact-fi nding Antislavery Task Force in 2017 that assessed 
the archdiocese’s reliance on dubious suppliers and even-
tually established a comprehensive response that includ-
ed antislavery diocesan-wide procurement guidelines, 
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antislavery education for offi  cials charged with pro-
curement and parish families, and welfare services for 
victims of traffi  cking or slavery.

Ambassador McCarthy wonders what the impact 
would be if the global Catholic Church committed it-
self—from the parish school on up to the largest institu-
tions—to purging slave-produced goods from its supply 
chains. He ran through a litany of other sometimes vast 
Catholic-directed or -oriented enterprises, including in-
vestment funds, development programs and insurance 
groups. “All of them have millions of dollars at their con-
trol, but they don’t have an anti-slavery policy.”

What if all Catholic parishioners around the 
world were taught how to avoid products and services 
that have been connected to human traffi  cking and 
compelled labor?

That would have a twofold impact, diminishing 
the commercial advantages of slavery while assisting 
another group for which Pope Francis has frequently 
expressed a special concern for—the world’s 68 mil-
lion displaced and refugee people. Advocates for those 
forced to migrate say they are among the most vulnera-
ble targets of human traffi  ckers.
Kevin Clarke, chief correspondent.
Twitter: @ClarkeAtAmerica.
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Pro-life activists celebrate in Buenos Aires. 

Migrants rest at the port of Tarifa after being 
intercepted by Spain’s Maritime Rescue Service. 
Authorities say a popular route for human traffickers 
is from northern Africa to Spain. 

A
P

 P
ho

to
/L

ui
sa

 B
al

ag
ue

r

Argentine Senate rejects abortion 
decriminalization bill
The Argentine Senate voted against a bill that would 
have decriminalized abortion during the fi rst 14 weeks of 
pregnancy.

Senators voted 38 to 31 against the measure early Aug. 
9 following a 15-hour debate. The measure had been ap-
proved in June by the lower house of Congress.

The Argentine bishops’ conference hailed the vote, 
saying the debate in the country opened an opportunity 
for dialogue and a chance to focus more on social ministry.

The Senate debate revealed deep divisions in Argen-
tina, where support for decriminalizing abortion drew 
stronger support in Buenos Aires, the capital, than in the 
more conservative provinces. Observers attributed that 
diff erence to the bill being voted down in the Senate, 
which includes more representation from outlying areas.

The vote came as a movement of women and support-
ers of the measure—wearing green handkerchiefs—fi lled 
the streets outside the Congress as voting occurred. Cath-
olics, meanwhile, celebrated the Eucharist.

“Everyone had time to express their viewpoints and 
be heard by legislators in a healthy democratic exercise. 
But the only ones that didn’t have an opportunity to make 
themselves heard are the human beings that struggled to 
be born,” Cardinal Mario Poli, Pope Francis’ successor in 
Buenos Aires, said on Aug. 8 in his homily at what organiz-
ers called a Mass for Life.

In an acknowledgment that the church could be doing 
more to work with women, Cardinal Poli said, “We have 
done little to accompany the women when they fi nd them-
selves in tough situations, particularly when [the pregnan-
cy] is the result of rape or situations of extreme poverty.”

In a statement after the vote, the bishops' conference 
said it was time to address the “new divisions developing 
among us...through a renewed exercise of dialogue.”

“We are facing great pastoral challenges to speak more 
clearly on the value of life,” the bishops said.
David Agren, Catholic News Service.
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Fulani herdsmen have killed more than 6,000 Christians 
in Nigeria so far this year, the Christian Association of 
Nigeria in Plateau State alleges, and have been allowed 
to escape scot-free by government security. The violence 
may be rooted in disputes over land rights, but it appears 
increasingly sectarian.

“There is no doubt that the sole purpose of these at-
tacks is aimed at ethnic cleansing, land grabbing and force-
ful ejection of the Christian natives from their ancestral 
land and heritage,” the Christian Association charged in its 
June statement.

Nigeria represents only one location of the many vio-
lent conflicts over religion today. Religious freedom around 
the world has taken a beating over the last two years, ac-
cording to a number of authoritative sources, including the 
U.S. Department of State and the Pew Research Center. 
The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom 
also reports that the most severe repression based on reli-
gion includes genocide, enslavement, sexual assault, forced 
displacement and conversions, and bans on children par-
ticipating in religious activities.

The U.S. State Department signaled a renewed in-
terest in the problem by hosting a Ministerial to Advance 
Religious Freedom at the end of July. While some remain 
skeptical that the Trump administration will remain com-

mitted to the freedom of all religions, owing to policies that 
have been hostile to Muslims, Sam Brownback, the U.S. 
ambassador-at-large for international religious freedom, 
noted that representatives of many faiths participated in 
the ministerial.

“We wanted to include everyone of every faith or no 
faith at all, everyone who cares about religious freedom 
and who will join us in this cause,” Mr. Brownback said in 
his opening remarks to the gathering. “It’s a right given by 
God and it’s a beautiful part of our human dignity.”

It is also a human dignity under profound threat 
around the world. The Catholic pastoral group Aid to the 
Church in Need reports in “Persecuted and Forgotten?” 
that the worldwide persecution of Christians is “today 
worse than at any time in history.” A.C.N. reports that as 
many as 600,000 Christians were suffered some form of 
religious persecution in 2016. 

According to Open Doors, a Christian advocacy group, 
215 million Christians worldwide live under the threat of 
“high” to “extreme” religious persecution. North Korea 
claims the top spot—for the 16th consecutive year—in its 
list of states where Christians are most endangered. The 
group reports that more than 50,000 Christians there are 
in prisons or labor camps.

The Pew Research Center’s ninth annual study of glob-

Religious 
freedom 
around the 
world under 
siege; Christian 
persecution is 
especially acute
A retired bishop waits to hear confession 
at an unofficial Catholic church in Hebei 
Province, China. C
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Sources: “Global Uptick in Government Restrictions on Religion in 2016,” Pew Research Center, June 21, 2018 (North Korea cited as “among the most repressive in the world” but not categorized because of a lack of data); 
estimate of the number of Christians experiencing persecution from “World Watch List 2018,” Open Doors USA.

al restrictions on religion also contains distressing news. 
The share of countries with “high” or “very high” levels of 
government restrictions on religious beliefs and practices 
rose from 25 percent in 2015 to 28 percent in 2016. Mean-
while, the share of countries with “high” or “very high” lev-
els of social hostilities involving religion—that is, acts of 
religious hostility by private individuals, organizations or 
groups in society—remained at a historically high rate of 
27 percent. Overall, 83 countries in 2016 had high or very 
high levels of restrictions on religion—whether from gov-
ernment or social hostilities. This was up from 58 in 2007, 
Pew’s baseline year for the continuing study.

In many states, this worsening trend has been accom-
panied by greater authoritarianism in general, according 
to the 2018 U.S.C.I.R.F. annual report. In China, religious 
expression has been under a sustained assault as President 
Xi Jinping continues a renewed campaign “against the infi l-
tration of Western ideology.” Christian churches have been 
demolished, and identifying markers like crosses have been 
removed or destroyed.

“Very high” 
level of social 
hostilities:
Bangladesh
India
Israel
Nigeria
Palestinian     
 territories

“Very high” 
levels of both 
government 
restrictions and 
social hostilities 
directed at 
religious belief:
Egypt
Iraq
Russia
Syria

Countries with “very high” 
or “high” overall restrictions 
on religion:

2007: 58 (29% of total)
2016: 83 (42% of total)

“Very high” level 
of government 
restrictions:
Algeria
Azerbaijan
Brunei
Burma (Myanmar)
China
Eritrea  
Indonesia
Iran
Kazakhstan
Laos
Malaysia
Maldives
Mauritania
Morocco
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Tajikistan
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Uzbekistan
Western Sahara

Information 
not available:
North Korea

The U.S.C.I.R.F. urges the Trump administration to 
respond to the continuing threat through greater cooper-
ation with international partners, a focus on prisoners of 
conscience and victims of blasphemy laws, and attention 
“to the importance of empowering women to fully exercise 
their rights to freedom of religion or belief.”

But its report also fi nds cause for optimism, saying that 
while severe violations of religious freedom still occur, they 
are now less likely to go unnoticed. “The media and civil so-
ciety in the United States and abroad are more focused on 
international religious freedom issues than ever before,” 
according to the commission.

Kevin Clarke, chief correspondent. Twitter: @ClarkeAtAmerica.

Editor’s note: In the infographic on attitudes toward immigration (8/20), 
the bar chart included an incorrect number. The NPR/Ipsos poll found that 
16 percent of Democrats support building a wall along the entire U.S.-Mexico 
border, not 11 percent.

215 MILLION,
or 1 in 12 Christians worldwide, experience 
“high levels of persecution” in the countries on the 
Open Doors World Watch List.

“Very high” danger to religious practices No specifi c data available but evidence of severe repression

GLOBAL RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION (PEW RESEARCH CENTER)
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A theology that insists 
on listening to the poor 
and how it came to flourish 
in Latin America 
By Hosff man Ospino and Rafael Luciani
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Late in the evening on Tuesday, Nov. 16, 1965, only 22 days 
before the closing of the Second Vatican Council, about 40 
bishops gathered at the ancient Catacombs of St. Domitilla 
in Rome to celebrate the Eucharist. Early Christians living 
in the Eternal City held this long stretch of galleries and 
tombs in high regard. The bodies of many martyrs laid to rest 
there reminded them of living the Gospel in radical ways.

Most of those bishops were Latin American. There 
were also some from Europe, Africa, Asia and one from 
North America (a Canadian). Dom Hélder Câmara, then 
the bishop of Recife in Brazil, led the group. They signed an 
agreement known as the “Pact of the Catacombs.” Inspired 
by the spirit of the council, the bishops affi  rmed their faith 
in Jesus Christ and renewed their love for the Gospel. 

The bishops committed to living in simple ways, with-
out privileges, embracing austerity and poverty as well as 
the poor and the promotion of justice and liberation. They 
promised to advocate “laws, social structures and institu-
tions that are necessary for justice, equality and the inte-
gral, harmonious development of the whole person and of 
all persons, and thus for the advent of a new social order, 
worthy of the children of God.”

Among the signatories of the pact were Bishops Man-

uel Larraín of Chile and Marcos Gregorio McGrath of Pan-
ama. Bishop McGrath was actively involved in the discus-
sions that led to the “Pastoral Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World.” Bishop Larraín was the president 
of the newly created Latin American Episcopal Confer-
ence (better known as  CELAM from its Spanish-language 
name, Consejo Episcopal Latinoamericano).

A few weeks later, the bishops returned to their home 
dioceses inspired by the council and its fi nal documents. It 
was time to bring Vatican II to life at the local level. Bishop 
Larraín and other bishops set in motion a series of events 
and planning processes that led to the Second General 
Conference of Latin American Bishops in Medellín, Co-
lombia, in 1968. The new momentum of the council and the 
spirit of the pact signed that evening at the catacombs guid-
ed a new dawn for Latin American Catholicism. Medellín 
would be the fi rst and perhaps one of the most successful 
exercises of appropriation of the Second Vatican Council 
at the continental level. 

Fertile Soil for Vatican II
Latin America in the 1960s was fertile soil for the seeds 
of the council. More than 90 percent of the population 

Children  wait for the pope in Medellín, Colombia, on Sept. 9, 2017. 
Pope Francis’ fi ve-year-old pontifi cate has served as a clear reminder 
that the wisdom and insights from Medellín are very much alive.
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self-identifi ed as Catholic. While Europe, which had 
been traditionally associated with Catholicism, wrestled 
with increasing secularism, Latin America became the 
continent of Catholic hope. 

To be clear, it was a mixed hope. Poverty, inequali-
ty, corruption, political instability and illiteracy, among 
other social ills, were rampant. But countless Catholics 
throughout the continent were rereading the Scriptures in 
small communities and changing the ways and structures 
in which they lived as baptized Christians. Yes, there was 
hope.

During the 1950s and 1960s, the winds of econom-
ic, political and social transformation roared strongly 
throughout Latin America. Governments in the region 
had embraced so-called theories of development fueled by 
neocapitalist ideology, which focused mainly on economic 
growth. Policies and practices emerging from these theo-
ries benefi tted only certain elites. The vast majority of Lat-
in Americans lived in dehumanizing poverty. 

Revolutions, internal wars, dictatorships and even the 
exploration of alternative ideologies like communism were 
common. But the lives of most people, especially the poor and 
those living in rural areas, changed little. Rather than acting 

as agents of their own destinies, Latin Americans were sub-
ject to forces upon which they had little or no control. There 
was a need for a diff erent analysis of the reality and for fresher 
language that would affi  rm the dignity of every human person 
and provide a renewed sense of hope for all. Catholic pastoral 
leaders on the continent read the conclusions of the council 
with enthusiasm and seized the moment. 

In 1965, Bishop Larraín wrote a pastoral letter enti-
tled “Development: Success or Failure in Latin America.” 
He spoke of underdevelopment as an evil. To promote ev-
ery person, he called for a humanism that would confront 
a threefold hunger: physical, cultural and spiritual. Bishop 
Larraín spoke of the existence of “vicious circles of misery 
that are the result of current structures.” 

This insight brought to light the reality of structural 
sin. Latin American bishops and theologians began to talk 
about the need to address the root causes of structural vio-
lence, poverty and oppression. The Gospel demanded new 
ways of being and acting that affi  rmed the dignity of every 
human person. Pope Paul VI echoed several of these in-
sights in his 1967 encyclical “Populorum Progressio,” writ-
ing that the “development we speak of here cannot be re-
stricted to economic growth alone. To be authentic, it must 
be well rounded.”

An authentically Latin American model of theological 
and pastoral refl ection was emerging through meetings 
across the continent. The work of theologians like Gus-
tavo Gutiérrez, O.P. (who was a diocesan priest at the time), 

Medellín would 
be the fi rst and 
perhaps one of the 
most successful 
exercises of 
appropriation of 
the Second Vatican 
Council at the 
continental level.
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Juan Luis Segundo, S.J., and the Rev. Lucio Gera was highly 
influential. In his writings, Father Gutiérrez referred to a 
theology committed to denouncing the causes of underde-
velopment and its sinfulness. Because Christianity is holis-
tically liberating, the liberation that Jesus Christ brings to 
humanity also involves liberation from oppressive realities 
in history. Between 1965 and 1968, Latin American bish-
ops met in Chile, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru and Brazil and 
developed the framework, language and focus that would 
characterize Medellín.

The Way of Medellín 
Medellín revolutionized pastoral and theological reflection 
in Latin America. The conversations leading to it, the 
meeting itself and its conclusions set the tone, language 
and method for how Latin American Catholics and many 
other Catholics throughout the world would reflect on 
evangelization during the next half century.

In his 1975 apostolic exhortation “On Evangeliza-
tion in the Modern World,” Pope Paul VI echoed the 
language of liberation used in Medellín: “Between evan-
gelization and human advancement—development and 
liberation there are in fact profound links.” More re-
cently, the Fifth General Conference of Latin American 
Bishops in Aparecida, Brazil, in 2007 and Pope Francis’ 
five-year-old pontificate have served as clear reminders 
that the wisdom and insights from Medellín are very 
much alive.

Medellín seamlessly integrated and further developed 

the well-known see-judge-act method, popularized by 
Cardinal Joseph Leo Cardijn of Belgium in the years pre-
ceding the council. The method is an invitation to engage 
reality with a critical eye, evaluate it from the perspective 
of the faith using the best available tools for discernment 
and act upon such reality in an informed manner seeking 
transformation. In Medellín, the method evolved into an 
instrument of social analysis. During the years of prepa-
ration, leaders met regularly with social scientists, anthro-
pologists and other experts to understand Latin America. 
These conversations embraced a model of reflection based 
on the conviction that theology is to follow conversion and 
spring from a grounded understanding of people’s reality. 

Theology emerges as a “second moment” or a “second 
act.” Informed by this on-the-ground theological reflec-
tion, pastoral action should respond to the particular reali-
ties that shape the lives of God’s people here and now.

Medellín also tested Vatican II’s vision of church as 
the “people of God” by placing it in the concrete realities 
of Latin America, where most people experienced pover-
ty. That meant starting where the people lived and under-
standing who they were. If the church was to respond to the 
challenges of being Christian in Latin America, it could not 
do it without listening to the diversity of voices and experi-
ences that constitute the people of God. 

In Latin America in 1968, the church knew itself as a poor 
church because most of its members experienced poverty. The 
poor had to play a central role in the reflection about evange-
lization and the building of the church on the continent. This 
meant guaranteeing the creation of spaces where bishops, 
members of the clergy, theologians, elites and others could 
attentively listen to people’s voices and honor their wisdom.

Small communities provided a space for personal en-
counter, growth in the faith in a communal environment and 
the advancement of works to promote the human person, 
particularly the poor. For Medellín, the building of ecclesi-
al communion starts from below, in the particular circum-
stances where people encounter Jesus Christ and his Gospel 
every day. When that does not happen, reform is needed. 

Furthermore, Medellín speaks explicitly of the socio-
political dimensions of evangelization. It names the es-
sential relationship between the church’s mission and the 
engagement of the Christian community to bring about the 
common good. In their final message to the people of Latin 
America, the bishops gathered at Medellín invited Catho-
lics to join them in their decision to “inspire, encourage and 
press for a new order of justice that incorporates all [peo-
ple] in the decision-making of their own communities.” 

Hispanic Catholics, 
soon to constitute 
half of all Catholics 
in the United States, 
have channeled the 
wisdom of Medellín 
into the life of the  
church in this 
country.
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A Weenhayek indigenous girl outside her home near 
Villamontes, Bolivia in 2014. Medellín tested Vatican II’s 
vision of church as the “people of God” by placing it in 
the concrete realities of Latin America. 
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In this sense, Medellín calls all the baptized to act as 
agents of change in society. On a continent marred by pov-
erty and its eff ects, Medellín acknowledged and affi  rmed 
the voice of the poor and their role in transforming the 
church and society in light of the Gospel. Medellín called 
for the creation of conditions for all to fl ourish.

Evangelization is more than raw indoctrination or 
merely giving material assistance without helping recip-
ients take ownership of their futures. Evangelization is 
about proclaiming the good news while promoting the 
human person and the common good in response to God’s 
will. Evangelization demands the conversion of structures, 
many of which embody sin, to further justice and solidar-
ity. Evangelization, therefore, leads to a reform of ecclesi-
al structures and mentalities—what today we call pasto-
ral conversion—so the church can be an authentic sign of 
Christian liberation for all, as are Jesus and his Gospel.

Medellín reminded Catholics that evangelization 
“must direct itself toward the formation of a personal, in-
ternalized, mature faith.” A mature faith is a faith capable of 
reading the signs of the times, which “are expressed above 
all else in the social order.” These are “signs from God” to 
which we must respond inspired by the desire to promote 
social justice. At the risk of becoming irrelevant and dis-
connected, the church in its evangelizing eff orts should not 
ignore reality with its demands and possibilities. Neither 
should it ignore poor people’s everyday experiences.

A Step Forward in Refl ection about Poverty
Early reception of Vatican II among U.S. Catholics 
stressed the insights of the “Decree on Ecumenism,” the 
“Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions” and the “Declaration on Religious 
Freedom.” In Latin America, reception of the council 
focused on the “Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World” (salvation in history) and the “Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church” (the people of God among the 
peoples of the earth). 

The bishops gathered at Medellín also further dis-
cussed topics treated in a limited way at the council: the 
church of the poor, a church committed to liberation and 
human promotion, a church that denounced poverty. In 
this way, the church in Latin America was doing theology in 
light of its own ecclesial and social reality. From that reali-
ty, which is a rich font of theological and pastoral insight, it 
continues to inform the rest of the Catholic world.

Medellín built upon the conviction that to follow Jesus 
is to journey with our sisters and brothers who are poor, the 
crucifi ed ones of history. The bishops at Medellín spoke of 
social injustices that kept the majority of people in Latin 
America living in “dismal poverty, which in many cases 
becomes inhuman wretchedness.” Medellín did not limit 
itself to “talk about” poverty. Its novelty was in the cour-
age to name and unmask the causes of poverty as part of the 
process of following Jesus. 
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Naming the evident relationship between inequality and 
poverty—and the sinfulness of the unjust conditions that 
lead to them—has gained Medellín plenty of enthusiasts 
as well as detractors. Medellín was not shy about high-
lighting the disturbing correlation between small elites 
becoming richer and more powerful while the vast ma-
jorities drown in poverty and anonymity. Today we know 
that 1 percent of the world’s population owns more than 
half of all existing wealth. More than two-thirds of the 
wealth produced in recent years has gone into the hands 
of that 1 percent. 

But the bishops gathered at Medellín wanted more 
than a mere declaration. They met to identify commit-
ments and actions for change. In their own words: “This 
assembly has been invited to take a decision and estab-
lish programs only under the condition that we are dis-
posed to carry them out as a personal commitment even 
at the cost of sacrifice.” Medellín captured the voice of a 
portion of the church that has much to say to the rest of 
the world, with its own language, committed to the nec-
essary transformations to live its mission. 

Medellín in the United States
During the last 50 years, Medellín has been studied, 
discussed and appropriated in various contexts in the 
United States. Pope Paul VI’s encyclical letter “Populorum 
Progressio” provided U.S. Catholics with important 
language with which to understand Latin America and 
paved the way for robust conversations about Medellín. 
Theology and ministerial formation programs in Catholic 
universities and seminaries throughout the country have 
been instrumental in introducing students to Medellín. 

Medellín is often associated with the methods and re-
fl ections of Latin American theologies of liberation. From 
this perspective, Medellín has been a natural conversation 
partner for U.S. Catholic black, Hispanic, Asian and feminist 
theologies, among others, insofar as it shares common lan-
guage, concerns and methods with these bodies of theolog-
ical thought. We should not, however, miss the particularity 
of Medellín. It was the collective voice and shared wisdom 
of the Latin American Catholic bishops in 1968, a voice and 
wisdom echoed loudly for fi ve decades, despite critiques and 
even opposition in some sectors in the Catholic world.

Participants in the Region VIII Encuentro gathering in 
Alexandria, Minn., on April 13. The Encuentros—convened 
nationally in 1972, 1977, 1985, 2000 and 2018—have served 
as catalysts to assess the church’s institutional response to 
the fast-growing Hispanic presence
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Hispanic Catholics, who will soon constitute half of 
all Catholics in the United States, have channeled the wis-
dom of Medellín into the life of the church in this country. 
Millions of Catholic immigrants from Latin America were 
evangelized in its spirit and bring that formation to enrich 
the life of the church in the United States. The Mexican 
American Cultural Center in San Antonio, Tex., now 
a college, for decades facilitated conversations among 
scholars and pastoral leaders from Latin America and the 
United States on topics associated with Medellín. Several 
Hispanic Catholic theologians have intentionally incor-
porated the insights of Medellín into their work.

The pastoral theologian Edgard Beltran worked for 
CELAM in the planning of Medellín and participated 
actively in the meeting. In the 1970s, he started working 
with Hispanic pastoral leaders in the United States, a 
partnership that soon led to the development of process-
es of consultation and evangelization grounded in the 
vision of Vatican II and Medellín. These Encuentros, or 
encounters, used the see-judge-act method. The Encuen-
tros—convened nationally in 1972, 1977, 1985, 2000 and 
2018—have served as catalysts to assess the church’s insti-
tutional response to the fast-growing Hispanic presence. 
They affirm the influence of Hispanic Catholics in the 
building of the church in this corner of the world as well 
as the transformation of the larger U.S. society.

From Latin America to the World
The bishops who signed the “Pact of the Catacombs” in 
Rome most likely did not know where that commitment 
would take them. Yet they trusted the Holy Spirit in the 
same way St. John XXIII did as he convoked the Second 
Vatican Council that brought them together. For those 
who returned to Latin America, the spirit of the pact 
found life in Medellín.

Fifty years later, Medellín continues to inspire the 
church in Latin America and the rest of the world. Tens 
of thousands of Catholics committed to living the Gospel 
by serving the poor and promoting justice and liberation 
have lost their lives in Latin America, including leaders like 
Bishop Enrique Angelelli from Argentina, one of the signa-
tories of the pact, and Archbishop Óscar Romero from El 
Salvador. Their blood is the seed of new Christians. 

Many Catholics on the continent continue to work 
tirelessly to live out their missionary discipleship by serv-
ing the poor and those who are most vulnerable, promot-
ing the whole person and changing those structures of sin 

that prevent far too many people from flourishing. Their 
witness demonstrates the need for Medellín. 

When Pope Francis speaks about a poor church for 
the poor, he echoes the best of Catholic social teaching 
and Latin American theology, sharing the heart of Jesus’ 
message. Fifty years ago, Medellín did likewise. A poor 
church, the bishops wrote at Medellín, “denounces the 
unjust lack of this world’s goods and the sin that it begets; 
preaches and lives in spiritual poverty, as an attitude of 
spiritual childhood and openness to the Lord; is herself 
bound to material poverty.” Medellín promoted participa-
tion, consultation and formation. The meeting itself was 
a fruitful exercise of synodality, and represents a church 
that went from being “a mirror church” to a “source 
church.” Pope Francis has emerged on the global stage as 
a church leader who affirms the importance of synodality 
and regularly proceeds in a synodal way.

In his passion for the truth of the Gospel, his invita-
tion to be a poor church and to love the poor with pref-
erential love, his respect for social movements and his 
respect for synodality, Pope Francis brings the best of 
Medellín as a gift to the world. Fifty years later, the mes-
sage and wisdom of Medellín resonate vigorously with the 
experience of Catholics on all continents.

Hosffman Ospino is an associate professor of Hispanic  
ministry and religious education at Boston College.  
Rafael Luciani is an associate professor of theology at  
Boston College. 
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ONE YEARONE YEAR

Buff alo Bayou overfl ows its banks near downtown Houston on Aug. 31, 2017, 
aft er Hurricane Harvey hit Texas with 4.5 feet of rain.

CNS photo/James Ramos, Texas Catholic Herald

 AFTER 
HARVEY
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ONE YEARONE YEAR
Next to the H-Mart in Houston’s Chinatown, there is a seafood 
restaurant where most of the patrons speak Chinese. The busboy 
is from Central America. They serve Tsingtao, the most successful 
Chinese beer export. They also off er chicken wings and pepper 
shrimp served with lots of onions, garlic and two kinds of jalapeños.

ONE YEAR
 AFTER 

HARVEY
Texas’ multicultural 

megalopolis pauses to take 
stock and rebuild

By J.D. Long-García
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It is not authentic Chinese food but a sort of Tex-Chi-
nese. This food fusion is ubiquitous in the Houston area, 
which features not only Tex-Mex restaurants but a Lat-
in-Asian food truck called Pho-jita Fusion and Kore-
an spins on Southern comfort dishes like macaroni and 
cheese.

Down the street at the Chevron gas station, Pete, a se-
curity guard from Nigeria, has just turned away a panhan-
dler who asked for $5. 

“Who in the world would give away $5 for free?” Pete 
asks Ali, a clerk who immigrated from Pakistan.

“Well, God,” Ali says. They both laugh.
This is Houston 
Houston anchors the fi fth-largest metropolitan area in 

the United States, and despite a recent slowdown in growth, 
it is projected to overtake Chicago as the nation’s third 
largest city. Its many cultures make for a blend not found 
anywhere else in Texas. The city’s website is available in 
English, Arabic, Chinese, French, Spanish and Vietnam-
ese. According to 2011 data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 
just 54 percent of the city’s residents speak only English at 
home (compared with 80 percent of all U.S. residents). 

In 1970, Houston’s population was 63 percent 
non-Hispanic white; now only 26 percent of its residents fi t 
that category, with 44 percent Latino, 23 percent black and 
6 percent Asian. In 2016, Mayor Sylvester Turner tweeted 
that Houston is “the most #diverse city in #America,” a 
claim that is open to debate, depending on how you mea-

sure things, but that does convey the variety of traditions 
held by today’s Houstonians.

In late August 2017, Hurricane Harvey took a toll on 
all of them—rich and poor, white and brown, city and sub-
urb. The storm hit Texas with 4.5 feet of rain and winds 
of 130 miles per hour, leading to the largest disaster re-
sponse in the state’s history, according to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. Houston, nicknamed 
the Bayou City, was hit with the largest amount of rainwa-
ter ever recorded in the continental United States. 

Houstonians are aware that less than a month later, 
Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico. But they can-
not forget those days in August when the rains would not 
stop.

Holding Together a Neighborhood
“My dog learned how to swim that day,” Marta Vargas 
quips. Her family emigrated from Mexico when she was 
a child. She and her mother, also named Marta, had 27 
people and seven dogs huddled on the second fl oor of their 
house in the Sagemont neighborhood of southeastern 
Houston during Harvey. The Vargases had family visiting, 
but neighbors who lived in single-story houses came, 
too. A man she had never met before was there and sat 
in a corner with his dog. He had been housesitting for his 
grandparents, who lived nearby.

When the rain began, Ms. Vargas’s father tried to dig 
a ditch in the backyard to channel the water away from 

A woman carries items from her 
fl ooded home in Houston, a growing 
city that is still coping with the 
biggest disaster recovery eff ort in 
Texas history. 
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the house. But the water rose, flooding several feet on 
the first floor.

“We didn’t know what to do,” Ms. Vargas says. The 
house lost electricity, and once the rain stopped, many of 
the people trapped there waded through the water for a half 
a mile to a shelter set up at a gas station on higher ground.

It is dangerous to walk through fl oodwaters in urban 
areas. It is hard to see what you are stepping on, and the 
fl oodwater can be mixed with sewer water. After Harvey, 
authorities instructed people to stay at their homes and 
wait for boats, but thousands ignored the warning.

The Vargas family lost three cars to the fl ood; Ms. Var-
gas’s father, a mechanic, fi xed a fourth that was damaged. 
They lived in a hotel for seven months while their house was 
being repaired. The lack of aff ordable housing is an ongoing 
issue in Houston, and Harvey made it worse. When the Var-
gas family moved back home, Catholic Charities provided 
them with furniture, a washer and dryer, and mattresses.

Many neighbors do not know that assistance is avail-
able, she says. Some are undocumented immigrants and 
will not ask for help because they think they will get into 
trouble.

“It doesn’t feel the same,” Ms. Vargas says of life after 
Harvey. “My 5-year-old gets freaked out when it rains.”

Thousands are still in long-term recovery, according to 
Matt Johns, the director of the disaster and recovery pro-
gram for Catholic Charities in Houston.

“They don’t know where they’re going to end up,” he 

says. “Especially the elderly, undocumented, people with 
health issues, they’re trying to fi gure out what to do. We 
want to get people to their new normal.”

Many neighbors have not returned, and Mr. Johns says 
he can smell mold in many of the houses he visits.

Catholic Charities turned its parking lot into a recov-
ery zone in the weeks following Harvey. The Knights of 
Columbus grilled food there, and throughout the city, for 
displaced people.

“Churches were where people dropped stuff  off  and 
where people came for help,” Mr. Johns says. Nearly 
780,000 Texans evacuated their homes, and it could take 
more than 10 years for the area to recover fully. Catholic 
Charities reached out to everyone, Catholic or not, in many 
diff erent languages. 

Similarly, Vietnamese Martyrs Church, also in south-
eastern Houston, reached out to members of its parish, 
including many immigrants from Vietnam. Some still have 
nightmares about Hurricane Harvey, according to Bentley 
Huynh, a hospitality volunteer. Many have yet to have their 
homes fi xed.

“Many people don’t have fl ood insurance,” he says. 
“I’ve lived here for 24 years, and I have never seen anything 
like this before. This time it was horrible.” 

In the northern part of Houston, Sharon Ettinoff e, a 
parishioner at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Kashmere 
Gardens, estimates that as few as 20 percent of her neigh-
bors have moved back after Harvey. Her neighborhood, 
abutting an industrial area and rail yards, began as a Czech 
community but now has mostly black and Latino residents. 

“We lost our church, we lost our school, and we lost our 
parish offi  ce,” Ms. Ettinoff e says.

The area was also fl ooded during Tropical Storm Al-
lison in 2001, and the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency helped people rebuild their homes but said they 
would not receive aid again unless they maintained fl ood 
insurance policies. Ms. Ettinoff e explains how one elderly 
couple had to choose between paying for fl ood insurance 
or medication. They chose the medicine, so they had no re-
course after Harvey. 

Other residents are living in houses with missing walls. 
“I don’t care how much work is done, it’s just going to 

fl ood again,” Ms. Ettinoff e says, referring to a nearby bayou. 

A Church Survives and Thrives
After the 9 a.m. Mass at St. Ignatius Loyola Church in Spring, 
an unincorporated area a few miles north of Houston, the 
Rev. Norbert Maduzia Jr. saw that the water had risen to 
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the church’s porch. When he returned later, he found altar 
linens floating in nearly four feet of water in the sanctuary. 

“The parishioners need to see this, but they can’t get in 
here,” Father Maduzia, a native of the city, recalls thinking. 
So he went on Facebook Live, sharing a video that now has 
575,000 views.

“Flooding has been a part of my life throughout my life, 
and we just have never been attacked by a hurricane,” he 
says. “It’s always been others. But this time it’s us, it’s me.” 

The parish began celebrating Mass at schools and audi-
toriums before erecting a temporary structure—a big white 
tent—in its parking lot. Nine months later, on May 31, they 
are welcoming parishioners into their restored church for 
the rededication.

“You know what it’s like to deal with insurance com-
panies, and you know what it’s like to deal with the govern-
ment. You put the two together, and you get the chancery,” 
Father Maduzia says to laughter, including from Cardinal 
Daniel DiNardo, the archbishop of Galveston-Houston, 
who was there for the rededication.

“You’re back at home, and I want to congratulate you 
for your patience and perseverance,” the cardinal says to 
the crowd as the rededication begins outside the church. 
He says it was “amazing” that the parish had restored the 
sanctuary in nine months.

“People have suffered greatly in this area, yet this 
church has moved forward,” Cardinal DiNardo says. “It 
must be because it is built on the rock of Christ.”

But some parishioners are still living on the second 
floors of their homes, says Father Maduzia. One parishio-
ner told him recently she was excited not to have to do dish-
es in her bathtub anymore.

Gloria Aldridge, who sings in the choir, says peo-
ple are still rebuilding their homes. Hurricane Harvey 
brought the third flood to hit the neighborhood situated 
along Cypress Creek in the last three years, she says, but 
this one was different.

“It was just complete devastation,” Ms. Aldridge says. 
“You began to realize you had to trust people and reach out 
to them.”

As the post-rededication cookie-and-lemonade recep-
tion thins out, Ms. Aldridge says the flood brought people 
together in a new way. “As these things happen, you have to 
get on your knees more,” she says. “God needs to be a part 
of it.”

Deacon Peter Olivier says the parish set up a volunteer 
effort immediately after the hurricane, even before ad-
dressing repairs to the church, to help people with “muck-
ing out” hundreds of neighborhood homes before mold 
could set in. That meant removing all the damp parts of a 
home, including carpeting and drywall.

“People kept asking, ‘Why are you not fixing the 
church?’,” Deacon Olivier says, “and Father Maduz-
ia would tell them, ‘You are the church.’ Everyone was 
worried about the building, but our pastor was worried 
about the people.

“We’re a people for others,” he says, adapting an ex-
pression popularized by Pedro Arrupe, S.J. “If anything, 
Harvey solidified that.”

Protecting Houston’s History
For four and half days, Melissa Kean could not leave her 
house near downtown Houston. She would wake up every 
morning to the pouring rain from Harvey.

“We were trapped. You couldn’t restock food,” she 
says, noting that while her house was not flooded, every-
thing around it was.

Everyone was worried 
about the building,  
but our pastor was 
worried about the 
people.
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A few days after the storm, Ms. Kean, the universi-
ty historian at Rice University, got an urgent call from 
a colleague, Joshua Furman. (Ms. Kean is also on the 
board of directors of America Media.) The Brays Bayou 
had flooded homes and synagogues in the historical Jew-
ish neighborhoods of Meyerland and Willow Meadows.

“Everything had become like Kleenex,” Ms. Kean 
says of papers, photographs and books they found in 
United Orthodox Synagogues, a worship center in south-
western Houston. 

Before they could store the documents in a freezer 
to help stop mold, the immediate solution was to use a 
hair dryer on the cool setting. The historians also placed 
wet materials between dry pieces of paper to try to pre-
serve them.

The flooding from Harvey led Rice University to create a 
historical archive for the Jewish community, which has a long 
history in the city. Word spread through social media that the 
university was interested in families’ old belongings.

“For historians, the only way you get more data is for 
people to bring it to you,” Ms. Kean says. “People think 
no one wants that old junk. Well, it’s not junk to me and 
Josh [Furman].”

Dance cards, old ticket stubs, invitations for parties—
they all capture what it was like to be alive at a given time, 
she says. They now have a Torah screen that was used on 
high holy days, made in 1927, along with scrapbooks, pho-
tographs going back to the 1890s, videotapes, yearbooks, 
pins and buttons.

“These little things allow you to see what Jewish [res-

idents] did for fun,” she says. “Not official documents but 
what you stuck in your pocket, like a wallet full of member-
ship cards.” 

“We launched this effort to make sure that the histori-
cal record and legacy of Houston’s Jewish community and 
Jewish communities all over South Texas will never be 
washed away or destroyed or lost,” Mr. Furman says. The 
night before he spoke to America, Mr. Furman had met 
with a man who had given the archive high school year-
books, a record album of camp songs and his uncle’s Purple 
Heart medal.

“We’ve been at it for nine months, and people have al-
ready turned in some amazing stuff,” he says. 

“It took a hurricane to start it, but once it did, it took on 
a life of its own,” Ms. Kean says.

Rice University also maintains the Houston Asian Amer-
ican Archive. The African American Library at the Gregory 
School also has an archive, and the University of Houston has 
a well-respected department of Hispanic studies. 

“Diversity is so powerful, several communities had 
already started preserving their histories,” Ms. Kean says. 
“The hurricane renewed their appreciation for the need to 
collect. There is a bit of a boom in archiving in general in 
the city.”

In the wake of Harvey, the forward-looking city real-
ized it had to protect its past.

‘No Boundaries’ in a Storm
Valerie and David Calvillo, who moved to Houston from the 
Rio Grande Valley in South Texas, are forming new routines 

Parishioners arrive at the rededication Mass  
for St. Ignatius of Loyola Catholic Church.  

For months, Mass was held in a white tent  
on the damaged church’s parking lot.
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after Harvey. The couple, along with six of their eight kids—
Ana, Teresita, Micah, Joaquin, Lázaro and Maris Stella—
are gathered at St. Bartholomew in Katy, a city of about 
16,000 just west of Houston, for confession. Mr. Calvillo is 
watching his younger children on the playground while Ms. 
Calvillo is with the teenagers in the confession line.

“You always think it’s going to happen to someone 
else,” Mr. Calvillo says. A lawyer, he had rushed home from 
an out-of-town trial to be with his family when Harvey hit.

“He made it back just in time to experience the storm 
with us!” Ms. Calvillo laughs. At fi rst, the kids just played 
outside in the rain in their galoshes. But the rain did not 
stop. Inside, they played Monopoly, watched movies and 
did crafts for hours while it poured. Their cellphones would 
go off  with tornado warnings every 15 to 30 minutes.

The fl ooding kept them from Sunday Mass, Mr. 
Calvillo says.

The family stored as many of their things as they could 
on the second fl oor. With four feet of water inside their 
home, they decided to wade through the chest-high fl ood to 
get to a relative’s house on higher ground.

They used air mattresses as rafts for their personal 
belongings, put important documents in Ziploc bags and 
placed their dog in a plastic kiddie pool. The older kids car-
ried the younger ones on their backs and a neighbor came 
to help out. Nearly a year later, Mr. Calvillo still gets emo-
tional telling the story.

The family lost their vehicles, so after a few nights, they 
rented a car and headed down to McAllen, Tex., where they 
had lived before moving to Houston. They stopped at Tar-
get for diapers, wipes and snacks.

“We’re the kind of family that always volunteers,” Ms. 
Calvillo says, noting they spent time assisting migrants at 
the border with Norma Pimentel, M.J., the executive direc-
tor of Catholic Charities in the Rio Grande Valley. “Now it’s 
us. We had nothing, and we were the ones reaching out for 

help, the ones that were displaced from our home.”
“It’s a punch in the gut,” Mr. Calvillo chimes in.
Strake Jesuit College Preparatory, where their eldest 

son, Lázaro, is a student, stepped in to help. 
The school had closed in anticipation of the storm; after 

it hit, the staff  gathered to plan their response, according to 
John Fahy, the assistant principal for student aff airs. They 
established a phone bank and called all the school families.

Students and staff  were ready to act and started help-
ing families muck out their homes, brought them food and 
helped them move, Mr. Fahy says. One family donated their 
second home for the remainder of the year, so the Calvillos 
had a place to stay.  Once they were done helping a Strake 
family, the soccer team would just head to the next house 
over and ask if they needed a hand.

Mike and Sherry Bordelon, Strake parents, teamed 
up with the school and Mr. Bordelon’s company to pro-
vide materials—like masks, goggles and claw hammers—to 
those who were cleaning out their homes after fl ooding.

“The hurricane really brought out that there aren’t any 
boundaries in Houston,” Mr. Bordelon says, referring to 
how it hit Houstonians of all socioeconomic statuses.

Those who live in West Houston, near major reser-
voirs, were hit hard after the rain stopped. That was the 
case with the Cassidys, another Strake Jesuit family.

“This house never got fl ooded before,” Patrick Cassidy 
says as he walks through the fi rst fl oor of his recently re-
stored home. Once Harvey’s rains had stopped, it appeared 
that his house had been spared. The waterline did not pass 
the Cassidys’ doorstep, though it did fl ood the streets and 
homes of neighbors closer to the Buff alo Bayou. Once the 
rain had stopped, Mr. Cassidy saw the water receding.

But the Barker and Addicts reservoirs, built decades 
ago to protect Houston from fl ooding, were beyond capac-
ity. The Army Corps of Engineers had to release water to 
prevent it from spilling. That led to fl ooding in more than 
9,000 homes and business by the reservoirs, The Houston 
Chronicle reported, including the Cassidy home.

“This was a biohazard site,” Mr. Cassidy says, noting 
that while many will remember the photographs of the 
Harvey aftermath, few could imagine the smell.

A volunteer with the Cajun Navy, a Louisiana group that 
helped Harvey victims in Houston, picked up Mr. Cassidy's 
wife, Beth, their youngest son and their dog in a rowboat. 
Mr. Cassidy and his older sons stayed behind, going back and 
forth to a friend’s house with supplies. They wore their chest 
waders, which they had previously used for hunting. He had 
to show ID when he came back into his neighborhood. The 

It doesn’t feel 
the same. My 
5-year-old gets 
freaked out 
when it rains.
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National Guard had set up a station to protect against looting.
The fl oor creaks as Mr. Cassidy walks over to his fridge, 

sparingly stocked with grapes and water. The Cassidys re-
placed their fl oors and had work done on their walls. The 
fridge does not fi t in its place quite as well as it used to.

“What am I going to complain about? That my re-
frigerator door only opens so far?” he says. “As difficult 
as it is for my neighbors, this would be the nicest neigh-
borhood in Puerto Rico.”

The family was not using some of the items they lost 
in the fl ood, Mr. Cassidy says. “It’s a shame—these items 
could have benefi ted someone else,” he says, adding that 
he has grown to appreciate both what was lost and what 
was unnecessary.

Mr. Cassidy points out houses abandoned or still un-
der construction as he drives through his neighborhood in 
his S.U.V. But this has long been a city of constant change: 
Even before Harvey, 20 percent of Houston’s residents had 
been living in their homes for less than a year (compared 
with 15 percent of all U.S. residents).

Some of the homes have been raised a few feet above 
the ground in preparation for the next fl ood. Others still 

have debris piled outside. Some, like half-eaten fi sh, are 
missing the entire fi rst fl oor, the second story standing on 
a wooden skeleton. Others were leveled altogether, leaving 
empty lots.

“There’s more people out of their houses than in them,” 
Mr. Cassidy says of people in his neighborhood. “Some 
couldn’t deal with it, so they sold their homes altogether.”

Strake Jesuit families began bringing meals to dis-
placed families, which were “delicious,” he says. Mr. Cas-
sidy had helped some neighbors evacuate, and Ms. Cassidy 
helped out in her role at St. Cecilia Church. 

In their neighborhood, located in the “energy corridor” 
of Houston, most residents are professionals or retired, Mr. 
Cassidy says. The nearby Stratford High School is 24 per-
cent Latino and 11 percent black. 

“In Houston, there’s no other side of the tracks. Kids go to 
the same school, so we’ve always had integration,” Mr. Cassidy 
says. “But I do think there’s a much greater sense of gratitude 
for family and friendship and community after Harvey.” 

J.D. Long-García is a senior editor at America.

Texas counties 
declared disaster 
areas by FEMA 
aft er Hurricane 
Harvey (eligible 
for individual 
and household 
assistance)

Houston
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There is an episode of “30 Rock” in which Tracy 
Morgan’s character says he is converting to 
Catholicism. He thinks he has found a loophole 
for continuing his wild lifestyle: confession. It is 
that old chestnut that a Catholic can keep sinning 
and confessing and sinning again, totally carefree. 
But Alec Baldwin’s character, Jack Donaghy, 
throws cold water on the idea: 

That’s not how it works, Tracy. Even 
though there is the whole confession 
thing, that’s no free pass because there is 
a crushing guilt that comes with being a 
Catholic. Whether things are good or bad 
or you’re simply eating tacos in the park, 
there is always the crushing guilt.

I am not sure where the idea of the neuroti-
cally guilty Catholic comes from. To outsiders, it 
might seem like we have a morbid fi xation on sin 
or that Catholicism has not fully shed its medie-
val reputation—with its history of hair shirts and 
self-fl agellation. In “30 Rock,” the Irish-Catho-
lic Jack mimes fl ogging himself as he warns Tra-
cy off  the faith. 

But for some believers, Catholic guilt is not a 
joke. Taken to the extreme, it can become an ob-
sessive-compulsive disorder, also known as scru-
pulosity. A number of famous Catholics have writ-

ten about or struggled with scrupulosity, including 
St. Ignatius Loyola, St. Alphonsus Liguori and the 
soon-to-be-sainted Archbishop Óscar Romero. 
Today, helping people who struggle with scrupu-
losity has become a mission of the Redemptorist 
Order, which maintains a website and monthly 
newsletter called Scrupulous Anonymous. 

A person with scrupulosity might fi xate on 
having done something to off end God. She might 
think that the prayer she just said was not heart-
felt enough or was said incorrectly. She might 
have unwanted blasphemous thoughts and wor-
ry that those thoughts are a mortal sin or indi-
cate spiritual depravity. Even if she is pretty sure 
that she did not do anything wrong, the needling 
doubt wears away at her. St. Ignatius called it 
“making it make out sin where there is not sin” in 
his Spiritual Exercises.

To alleviate their anxiety, people prone to 
scrupulosity might try to repeat prayers or per-
form acts of penance. But their eff orts often be-
come chores without any of the spiritual mean-
ing and in the end only increase their distress. 
Eventually, their anxiety can even estrange them 
from their church.

Scrupulous Anonymous features letters sent 
by men and women worried about the state of 
their souls. Missing Mass while traveling is a re-
curring concern. One person writes: “Summer 

FAITH IN FOCUS

Guilt 
Tips By Rachel Ehmke

Helping Catholics 
who struggle with 
scrupulosity
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travel makes me anxious. What if we’re far from a church 
on Sunday or travel reservations conflict with the Mass 
schedule? Every summer I find myself worrying about 
mortal sin instead of enjoying the time with my family.”

Another common question is what to do when someone 
receives Communion, and you think they might not be eligi-
ble for it. “We have a family wedding coming up,” one person 
writes. “Many extended members of my family no longer go 
to church. If they try to receive Communion at the nuptial 
Mass, what is my responsibility? To avoid unpleasantness at 
the wedding, should I make a general announcement, perhaps 
at the rehearsal dinner, reminding everyone about the rules?”

Another asks if it is a mortal sin to accidentally hit an an-
imal while driving. “I read that serious cruelty to animals is a 
mortal sin. When I see things on the road that could be small 
rodents, snakes, or turtles, I try to avoid them, but sometimes 
it’s impossible. Is that cruel, and therefore a mortal sin?”

One particularly poignant letter comes from an old-
er person, who says: “I’m seventy years old. Lately I’m 
plagued by memories of serious sins, even some from my 
childhood. I can’t remember whether I confessed them 
or whether I tried to minimize their seriousness in my 
description to the priest. I’m trying to trust in God and 
leave the past behind. What should I do?”

The Patron Saint of Confessors
A common symptom of O.C.D. is confessing your bad 
thoughts to others for reassurance. Psychologists who treat 

people with O.C.D. help patients learn to stop confessing 
their worries because this leads only to more anxiety. 
But for scrupulous Catholics, for whom confessing is 
a sacrament as well as an impulse, avoiding confession 
altogether can seem like a nonstarter—especially if you 
are already anxious about sinning.

For people with scrupulosity, going to confession 
can create a perfect storm. For example, a man might 
confess a blasphemous thought to his priest but be dis-
satisfied with the reassurance he gets in response. So he 
might ask his priest about the same issue again and again, 
or he might try asking another priest for a second opin-
ion. The spiritual meaning of the sacrament is lost, and 
the person is being driven by his anxiety, not his faith.   

St. Alphonsus Liguori, the patron saint of confessors 
and founder of the Redemptorist Order, who struggled 
with scrupulosity himself, gave this advice:

For the consolation of timid and scrupulous souls, 
I will here state that, according to the common 
opinion of theologians, when a soul that fears God 
and hates sin is in doubt whether she gave consent 
to a bad thought, she is not bound, as long as she is 
not certain of having given consent, to confess it: 
for it is then morally certain that she has not con-
sented to it. Had she really fallen into grievous sin 
she would have no doubt about it. 

For people with 
scrupulosity, going to 
confession can create 
a perfect storm.
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St. Alphonsus also emphasized the importance of 
trusting one’s confessor. Even if the confessor is wrong, 
trusting what he says is following the direction of God. 

His intimate understanding of scrupulosity is perhaps 
why he is so identified with compassionate confessors and 
why the order he founded continues ministering to those 
with this affliction to this day. Father Thomas Santa, a Re-
demptorist priest and the director of Scrupulous Anon-
ymous, also leads workshops on scrupulosity for pastoral 
ministers and professional therapists. 

In a recent blog post, Father Santa wrote: “At any given 
moment, we are attacked by the idea that we are not what 
we are supposed to be, nor what we hoped to be, not to 
mention what we professed or believed ourselves to be.” He 
was writing about scrupulosity, but you do not need to have 
O.C.D. to have these thoughts. In fact, they sound a lot like 
Catholic guilt—but it is bigger than that, too. These qualms 
are part of the human condition. 

If the guilt has not reached a clinical level—if it is sim-
ply the sign of an active conscience—it might not be such 
a bad thing. Maybe it will make us take more care in our 
interactions with others or have more sympathy when we 
see people struggling. But if we find ourselves worrying too 
much—if misplaced guilt sucks the joy out of life’s simple 
pleasures, even eating tacos in the park—that is a different 
matter. But that, too, is very human, and there is help. 

Rachel Ehmke is a freelance writer based in New York.
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IDEAS IN

John Irving 
Wrestles With 
Religious Themes 
New and Old 
By James T. Keane

His most recent novel features a protagonist 
named Juan Diego, whose sister Guadalupe 
experiences childhood visions of the Virgin 
Mary. As in his dozen other novels, moments 
of redemption are often punctuated by the 
bloody sacrifices of important characters who 
give life or limb so that the innocent might 
live. Statues weep, miracles abound, and the 
supernatural seems more real than the natural. 
Other characters in Avenue of Mysteries (2015) 
include a Jesuit scholastic, a slum priest and 
enough strife between the sexual teachings 
of the Catholic Church and the lives of the 
characters to light a trash dump ablaze. And, 
as in many of his other novels, Graham Greene 
is quoted: “There is always one moment in 
childhood when the door opens and lets the 
future in.”

John Irving, Catholic novelist?

Continued on Page 43
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AMERICA’S 
GUIDE TO RETREATS
Many of our readers are curious about retreats. What 
does one do on a retreat? Where does one go? What 
are some good retreat houses? Simply put, a retreat 
is an extended period of prayer, usually done in si-
lence, and usually at a retreat house, where a team of 
spiritual directors helps you fi nd God in your prayer. 
There are also diff erent kinds of retreats. On a direct-
ed retreat, a person meets with a spiritual director on 
a daily basis to discuss what is happening in prayer. A 
guided retreat focuses more on one topic (say, wom-
en’s spirituality) and off ers presentations as well as 
opportunities to meet with a director a few times. 
Preached retreats consist in listening to presenta-
tions and praying on your own, but with less oppor-
tunity for direction. 
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Linwood Spiritual Center
A Ministry of the Society of St. Ursula 
50 Linwood Road, Rhinebeck, NY 12572
Ph: (845) 876-4178; Website: www.linwoodspiritualctr.org                                                                 

Linwood’s spacious hills overlook the majestic Hudson River in historic Rhinebeck, N.Y. Located 
five minutes from the Amtrak station in Rhinecliff, N.Y. Check our website, or call for listings of our 
programs, including private and Ignatian guided/directed retreats.

Loyola House Retreats & Ignatian Training
Ignatius Jesuit Centre
5420 Highway 6 N, Guelph, ON N1H 6J2 Canada
Ph: (519) 824-1250 ext. 266
Website: www.loyolahouse.com; Email: registration@ignatiusguelph.ca                                            

A welcoming space for directed and guided retreats, the full Spiritual Exercises experience (40-day) 
plus training programs in spiritual direction and retreat ministry. 

Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center 
6700 Riverside Drive, NW, Atlanta, GA 30328 
Ph: (404) 255-0503
Website: www.IgnatiusHouse.org; Email: registrar@ignatiushouse.org                                              

Nestled on 20 acres on the Chattahoochee River and surrounded by tranquil paths and  
surroundings, Ignatius House is your home to experience God’s creation and the simplicity of 
silence. Enjoy a private room and bath, chef-prepared meals, spaces for prayer and a sacred  
environment. Weekend, five-day, eight-day and individually directed retreats.
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Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth
P.O. Box 223, 501 N. Church Road, Wernersville, PA 19565
Ph: (610) 670-3642
Website: www.jesuitcenter.org; Email: mleonowitz@jesuitcenter.org                                                  

The Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth, situated on 240 acres in Wernersville, Pa., is a place of  
natural beauty, welcoming quiet and spiritual sustenance. We offer a variety of retreats and  
programs based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola for Roman Catholics, Christians  
of every denomination and seekers.

Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House
420 W. County Line Road, Barrington, IL 60010
Ph: (847) 381-1261; Email: info@jesuitretreat.org                                                                                  
  
Bellarmine Jesuit Retreat House is located on 80 acres of rolling meadows and wooded countryside 
40 miles northwest of Chicago. Bellarmine offers silent retreats for men and women based on St.  
Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises. Other offerings include day-long spirituality programs, 12-step  
recovery retreats, and directed retreats. Learn more at jesuitretreat.org. 

Campion Conference & Renewal Center
319 Concord Road, Weston, MA 02493 
Ph: (781) 419-1337
Website: www.campioncenter.org; Email: acopponi@campioncenter.org                                            

Campion Conference & Renewal Center is a place of hospitality and encounter in the Jesuit  
tradition that has conference spaces for groups as small as 10 people and as large as 200 and offers 
retreat experiences from one day to 30 days .

Jesuit Spiritual Center at Milford
5361 South Milford Road, Milford, OH 45150
Ph: (513) 248-3500
Website: www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com; Email: reservations@jesuitspiritualcenter.com                   

Celebrating 90 years of retreat ministry, the Jesuit Spiritual Center, located outside Cincinnati,  
sits on 37 beautiful acres along a scenic river, providing a tranquil place for prayer and renewal.  
In the Ignatian tradition, weekend conference retreats and week-long, personally directed retreats 
are offered year-round. Visit www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com for our complete retreat listing.
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Montserrat Jesuit Retreat House
600 N. Shady Shores Drive, Lake Dallas, TX 75065
Ph: (940) 321- 6020
Website: montserratretreat.org; Email: info@montserratretreat.org                                                       

Are you spiritually hungry, tired, restless? Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
Montserrat offers beautiful space to deepen your relationship with Jesus. Retreatants experience 
restorative peace and transformative renewal on these grounds made sacred by prayer. Tell Jesus 
what you want by reserving your place today.

Mercy Center Burlingame
2300 Adeline Drive, Burlingame, CA 94010
Ph: (650) 340-7474  
Website: www.mercy-center.org; Email: mc@mercywmw.org                                                                

Mercy Center Burlingame, a ministry of the Sisters of Mercy, is located on a 40-acre wooded site 15 
miles south of San Francisco. Join us for internationally known contemplative teachers, prayerful 
community, peace and beauty. Check our complete program calendar. We look forward to  
welcoming you soon.

R
ET

R
EA

T 
D

IR
EC

TO
RY

MYretreat, a yoga and meditation retreat
Ph: (703) 606-6611
Website: www.my-retreat.org; Email: info@findthedivine.com                                                                 

A contemplative yoga and meditation retreat: All traditions and levels are welcome. Those 2 
practices together care for the whole person, body, mind and soul and connect us more deeply with 
ourselves, others, God and the universe. Opportunities  for creative exploration will be provided 
during  personal time.

Monastery of Mount Carmel: An Ecumenical Retreat Centre
7020 Stanley Avenue, Niagara Falls, ON, Canada L2G 7B7
Ph: (855)-656-4113
Website: www.carmelniagara.com; Email: mtcarmel@carmelniagara.com                                                   
                      
Mount Carmel offers retreats, workshops, hospitality and conference facilities.  Located on 12  
acres of wooded areas with vineyards, winery, gift store and the Canadian National Shrine of  
St. Thérèse–all within walking distance of the world-famous majestic Niagara Falls. Private rooms 
with a/c and bath. Check website for programs.

Redemptorist Renewal Center
7101 West Picture Rocks Road, Tucson, AZ 85743 
Ph: (520) 744-3400
Website: www.desertrenwal.org; Email: office@desertrenewal.org                                                              

For over 50 years, R.R.C. has been a sanctuary of contemplative prayer, study and practice embraced 
by the spirituality of the Sonoran Desert. Home to the Contemplative Study and Sabbatical Program 
and the Hesychia School of Spiritual Direction, R.R.C. is available for group retreats, meetings,  
seminars and private retreats.

Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House
4801 North Highway 67, P.O. Box 185, Sedalia, CO 80135
Ph: (866) 930-1181 ext. 122; Ph: (303) 688-4198 ext. 122
Website: www.sacredheartretreat.org                                                                                                             
  
A Colorado oasis of peace and beauty, surrounded by spectacular natural beauty and panoramic 
views of the Rockies, Sacred Heart Retreat House is the perfect setting for solitude, reflection and 
prayer. We offer summer directed retreats as well as individual directed retreats year round. For 
more information, visit www.sacredheartretreat.org.

The Mariandale Center
299 N. Highland Avenue, Ossining, NY  10562
Ph: (914) 941-4455
Website: www.mariandale.org; Email: info@mariandale.org                                                                     

The Mariandale Center offers retreats, programs, and workshops in the arts, environmental  
protection, and spirituality year-round at our beautiful 61-acre Hudson Valley center. We also  
host group retreats for nonprofit organizations.
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VISIT THE AMERICA CLASSIFIED-MARKETPLACE
Bring us your retreats, books, job postings and all missions!  
We will support all we can. 
www.marketplace.americamagazine.org

CONTACT
Ken Arko
Director of Advertising Services
(212) 515-0126 
karko@americamedia.org
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Spiritual Ministry House 
4822 Del Mar Avenue, San Diego, CA 92107
Ph: (619) 224-9444; Fax: (619) 224-1082
Website: www.spiritmin.org; Email: spiritmin@rscj.org                                                                        

Religious of the Sacred Heart offer year-round directed and private retreats, including the 30-day 
Spiritual Exercises and self-directed sabbaticals. We are one and a half blocks from the ocean in 
comfortable townhouses with large private rooms and baths. Our silent house in naturally beautiful 
environs invites relaxation and prayer.

St. Mary’s, Redemptorist Centre For Spirituality
St. Mary's, Hatton Road, Kinnoull, Perth, PH2 7BP, Scotland, UK
Ph: +44 (0) 1738 624075
Website: www.kinnoullmonastery.co.uk; Email: info@kinnoullmonastery.co.uk                                  

St. Mary’s is an international, multicultural, ecumenical place that offers its visitors the opportunity 
for relaxation, renewal and rest. Situated on its own extensive grounds, overlooking the historic city 
of Perth, Scotland, we offer a full program of sabbatical courses and retreats. Accommodation is in 
comfortable but simple en-suite rooms.

Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
2101 City Springs Rd, Rapid City, SD 57702 
Ph: (605) 716-0925
Website: www.terrasancta.org; Email: stay@terrasancta.org                                                               

Terra Sancta Retreat Center is nestled in a quiet valley just minutes from downtown Rapid City and 
close to the best attractions in the Black Hills.  Offering hotel-style lodging, state of the art meeting 
rooms, high-speed wireless internet, full-service catering, outdoor features, chapels and quiet spaces 
for reflection and prayer.

Weber Retreat and Conference Center
1257 East Siena Heights Drive, Adrian, MI, 49221
Ph: (517) 266-4000
Website: webercenter.org; Email: webercenter@adriandominicans.org                                                

Weber Retreat and Conference Center, a ministry of the Adrian Dominican Sisters, offers inspiring 
workshops, individualized retreats, meditation space and encounters with art and nature. Guests 
enjoy private rooms and baths and complimentary meals, along with access to a labyrinth and nature 
trail. Visit webercenter.org to view current program offerings.

White House Retreat
7400 Christopher Drive, St. Louis, MO 63129
Ph: (800) 643-1003; Website: www.whretreat.org                                                                                
 
White House Retreat in St. Louis, Mo., has been in continuous operation since 1922.  Offering  
three-day, silent/guided Ignatian spirituality retreats, discernment retreats, recovery retreats and  
retreats for U.S. military veterans.  Located on a beautiful 80-acre campus on the bluffs over the 
Mississippi River.

San Damiano Retreat
710 Highland Drive, Danville, CA 94526
Ph: (925) 837-9141 
Website: www.sandamiano.org; E-mail: info@sandamiano.org                                                               

The Franciscans welcome you to San Damiano Retreat, nestled in the hills 30 miles from San 
Francisco.  Attend a sponsored retreat or a personal retreat guided by a spiritual director.  Explore 
our peaceful 55 acres of gardens, fountains, hiking trails and views.  We offer space to host your  
own retreat.
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Not by a long shot, according to 
the foremost authority, Irving him-
self. “I continue, as many Catholics 
you know continue, to rail against the 
rules and doctrine of the church,” Mr. 
Irving told me during an interview 
at his office in Toronto in December 
2017. Avenue of Mysteries might seem 
steeped in Catholicism, but he makes 
a distinction between his characters 
and his own belief—and notes that 
it would be well-nigh impossible for 
a writer to try to write a novel about 
mysticism in the Mexican context and 
leave out Marian devotions:

What I wanted to do in 
this novel was to make the 
miraculous very real, while 
the institution of the church 
itself is severely criticized. 
Not unlike my habit of writing 
ending-driven novels, I set 
myself a kind of situation in 
which the Virgin Mary herself 
would have to participate. 
She would in some way have 
to make a gesture to say, “Let 
him go.” 

It is impossible to spend 
even as much time as I spent in 
Mexico and in those basilicas, 
those cathedrals, those church-
es, in the presence of those 
various virgins, and the many 
people you see on their knees 
asking something of them—it 
is impossible not to feel the 
strength of faith in those vir-
gins so many people have.

And truth be told, perhaps the 
most Greenian aspect of Avenue of 
Mysteries, as in many of Irving’s oth-
er novels, is not the religious faith of 
his protagonists but their topsy-turvy 

struggle to navigate their sexuality in 
various cultures—religious and oth-
erwise—where the acceptable limits 
of physical desire are strictly defined 
or the subject of furious dispute. His 
sprawling 1978 novel The World Ac-
cording to Garp, with its prescient de-
piction of the future of sexual identi-
ty politics (and perhaps fiction’s first 
positive portrayal of a transsexual in 
the character of Roberta Muldoon, a 
former N.F.L. star who transitions to a 
woman), set the stage for this theme in 
much of his later fiction. And after all, 
the character of Juan Diego in Avenue 
of Mysteries lives out his adult years 
trying to decide which pill is better for 
him to take—his beta-blockers or his 
Viagra.

In this vein, I was reminded after 
our interview of something George W. 
Hunt, S.J., once wrote in the pages of 
America, regarding the fiction of John 
Updike: “Both the church and sexuality 
are reminders of man’s ambiguity, both 
are incentives for his self-transcen-
dence, both enjoin ‘life’ commitments. 
Therefore, the church and sexuality are 
legitimate reciprocal metaphors.”

Despite the novel’s setting in the 
uber-Catholic realms of Mexico and 
the Philippines, Irving says his im-
mersion in the world of mysticism is 
not that far from his approach in earli-
er novels—and his distaste for institu-
tional Christianity is not a rejection of 
belief. “I think it would be a misread-
ing of religion or faith in my work to 
say that I disparage it,” he comment-
ed. “I disparage human institutions. 
Schools, governments, churches—all 
of them. I disparage the fallibility 
of man-made institutions and man-
made rules.”

Now 76 years old, Irving has kept 
an athlete’s physique from his days 

wrestling and coaching the sport, an-
other trope his readers will immedi-
ately recognize in his novels. A wres-
tling mat and free weights occupy a 
corner of his office. He maintains a 
strenuous writing schedule, working 
both on a new novel and on screenplay 
projects. He writes longhand on yel-
low legal pads, using a computer only 
for research and notes. 

Irving has publicly acknowledged 
his favorite writers to be Dickens, 
Robinson Davies, Thomas Hardy, 
Günter Grass and the magic realists 
like Gabriel García Márquez, but he 
is omnivorous in his consumption of 
literature. The books scattered across 
a large table in his office formed a 
contradiction. On the one hand they 
seemed a random selection of topics 
and genres; on the other, they provid-
ed a series of guideposts to Irving’s 
own fictional themes. Among them 
were Ron Hansen’s novel The Kid; the 
English-Canadian novelist Kathleen 
Winter’s 2010 book about an inter-
sex child, Annabel; an issue of Ama-
teur Wrestling News; a collection of 
Christmas stories written in German 
(Irving studied in Vienna as a young 
man, an experience reflected in his 
early fiction); and a massive tome of 
Bob Dylan’s song lyrics from the last 
half-century.

Irving’s apparent youthfulness 
can make it a shock to realize that 
his first novel, Setting Free the Bears, 
was published half a century ago. He 
rose to international prominence a 
decade later with The World Accord-
ing to Garp, which won the National 
Book Award for its paperback edition 
in 1980 and was later made into a fa-
mous movie starring Robin Williams, 
Glenn Close and John Lithgow (as 
Roberta Muldoon). In the following 

Continued from Page 38
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years he scored critical and commer-
cial successes with novels like The Ho-
tel New Hampshire, The Cider House
Rules and Son of the Circus. His next 
novel, tentatively titled Darkness as 
a Bride (a line from Shakespeare’s 
“Measure for Measure,” he noted: “If 
I have to die, I will meet the darkness 
as a bride, and hug it in my arms.”) will 
be his 14th, along with several non-
fi ction and short-story collections. 
Irving’s screenplays—he writes with 
an eye toward both the page and the 
screen—have also won him accolades, 
including an Academy Award in 2000 
for his screenplay adaptation of The 
Cider House Rules. 

Irving was raised a Congrega-
tionalist in New Hampshire and is 
not a member of any organized re-
ligious congregation, but he is open 
and loquacious on the subject of re-
ligion, prompting me to ask if Pope 
Francis’s emphasis on popular reli-
giosity, and his call that the church 
focus less on sexual morality than on 
evangelization, had nuanced Irving’s 
opinion of the Catholic Church. Not 
really: “To say that I like Pope Francis 
a lot more than I cared for Pope Ben-
edict [XVI] or John Paul II probably 
goes without saying,” Irving com-
mented. “He strikes me as a vastly 
nicer guy. What you call his populism 
is surely a part of it.” But Irving re-
tains a gimlet eye for the institution, 
in large part because of the Catholic 
Church’s pro-life stance and policies. 
Because of the centrality of abortion 
to the plot of The Cider House Rules
(both the book and the movie) as well 
as Irving’s outspoken advocacy, even 
many who are unfamiliar with his 
writings know him as a forceful pub-
lic proponent of legal abortion.

“I remain dubious when [Pope 
Francis] has said that he believes we, 
the church in general, have empha-
sized too much the gay marriage issue 
and the abortion rights issue—which so 
many, as he admits, good and practicing 
Catholics are on the liberal side of,” Ir-
ving said. “I don’t disparage—and I wel-
come—his likeability. I do not see, how-
ever, the rules regarding the subjecting 
of women to childbirth [changing].” If 
anything, Irving continued, he saw the 
possibility of a change in church teach-
ing on as “more likely than any giv-
ing-in on the abortion issue. Which, 
especially in Third World countries, 
puts so many poor and disadvantaged 
women in a minority and subservient 
role...I would not want to be born a girl 
in a Third World economy where the 
Catholic Church is calling the shots.”

The institution aside, I wondered, 
was there still a Catholic imagination 
that informed Irving’s work? His pro-
tagonists—priapic though they often 
be—also regularly undergo a conversion 
experience that makes them realize 
they need not to be heroes so much as 
to be the willing instruments of a high-
er purpose: the classic denouement of 
the Catholic novel. Did he see parallels 
between his writing and that aesthetic 
sense?

“I would caution that the paral-
lels to this motif, as you put it, of the 
Catholic imagination, [exist] in many 
19th century novels, and in most 
old-fashioned literary work, where 
any kind of odyssey or mission of 
accomplishment is involved,” Irving 
commented. “In those 19th-centu-
ry novels as well as in Shakespeare's 
plays, this formative thing happens to 
someone, no surprise, at a formative 
age.” And that formative moment is 

often a spiritual epiphany as well:

Yes, there is a kind of hell-
ish passage that makes some 
young person the adult he or 
she will or does become, and 
I certainly wouldn't deny that 
there are many spiritual par-
allels to this. St. Ignatius not 
only survived the cannon-
ball, he famously said that he 
would sacrifi ce his life to save 
the sins of a single prostitute 
on a single night. Well, that's 
extreme. But you gotta give a 
damn for that.

Irving also expressed aff ection 
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Grassy Branch Pentecostal 
Church Electric Oscillating Fan
By William Woolfitt

the anointing falls, a wind that hits, stirs up,
limbers everyone, some sway like dogwoods 
some sail down the aisles, crumple in heaps
the church rocks and reels, Sister Mae 
testifies, there is crying and hollering
that rises, rises, then recedes, there is hush,
faint sobbing, you hear the still small 
voice of the electric oscillating fan,
the buzz that stirs the stale air, do this
it says, abide it says, it cools the back
of your neck a moment, then turns
and you nearly flee this ravished place
you smell wood, the walls trapping heat, 
the pine benches, the sap, you smell bodies,
sweat, dark circles, the men damp,
the women damp, a trace of Ivory soap, 
bodies that work with coal and slate, 
deer meat and grease, bodies that smell 
like their work, hand over your nose
you smell them stronger, them a part
of you, they are you now, the still small 
hum of the fan again, the stirring,
the cool, while it hums on you, you stay

William Woolfitt is the author of three poetry 
collections: Beauty Strip, Charles of the Desert 
and Spring Up Everlasting. 

For more information Contact Carrie Meyer 

McGrath, CHA director, mission services,  

at cmeyermcgrath@chausa.org or 

(314) 253-3544

UPCOMING HOMILIES 
The homilies will be posted two weeks prior to 

these scheduled Sundays:

Homily Aids

SEPTEMBER 9 
23rd Sunday Ordinary Time, Mark 7:31–37  
Cure of the Deaf Man
OCTOBER 28 
30th Sunday Ordinary Time, Mark 10:46–52  
The Healing of Bartimaeus
NOVEMBER 4 
31st Sunday Ordinary Time, Mark 12:28b–34  
The Greatest Commandment

Visit www.chausa.org/homilies 

for these homily aids.

The Catholic Health Association is 
pleased to offer a collection of homilies 
to help connect the healing mission 
of the Church with parishes and the 
communities we serve.

CLASSIFIED

Love, Laughter & Living Saints: Short Stories of  
Catholic School Days & 50 Years of Parish Happenings
by the Rev. Charles J. Cummings, retired priest, Diocese of 
Scranton, Pa.
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for the conversion stories of Catholic 
saints. “What can I say? I do admire 
the tenacity—in St. Francis' case, in 
St. Ignatius' case, and in the case of 
many characters in fiction,” he com-
mented. “Tribulations, suffering, 
even the self-inflicted kind, have long 
been not only teaching experiments 
and, in the long run, good for us and 
educative, but in both in the athletic 
world and the religious world they 
are considered almost essential nec-
essary sacrifices to meaning what you 
say you mean, and to being able to do 
anything worth doing.”

“I sometimes think the very defi-
nition of heroism or a hero in a novel 
or a play does have an almost reli-
gious definition.”

What is next for Irving after Dark-
ness as a Bride? A return to Garp, this 
time as a five-part television minise-
ries. Because the world of sexual pol-
itics has changed so dramatically over 
50 years in the North American con-
text, I asked, would the character of 
Roberta Muldoon be different in the 
miniseries? Yes, said Irving: She will 
be the deserving focus of the story: 

She is the point of view that 
you, the reader, are mostly 
in. She’s the guiding force of 
that family. And it’s her death, 

Roberta’s, that is the last death 
knell of that novel. She’s the 
only character in the novel 
who loves Jenny and Garp 
equally. Almost everyone else 
is more on one of their sides 
than the other. And despite 
the extreme difficulty of what 
she’s doing, the transition in 
her life that she is making, 
she’s also one of the most 
normal and least hateful 
characters in the novel…. She 
was like the sexual arbiter in a 
novel about sexual hatred and 
sexual contention. 

This focus—on the defiant outcast 
who proves to be the moral center of 
his or her universe—has never been 
particularly heavy-handed in Irving’s 
fiction, with the result that the reader 
(and the interviewer) can feel at times 
that he is as playful with his characters 
and his themes as he is deadly serious. 
On the subject of belief, Irving is well-
schooled despite his skepticism. “In 
school and university I took every aca-
demic course in religion and the history 
of religions,” he told me. “Because I was 
always interested in the power of belief 
and what it was that people believed in, 
without feeling that I much resembled 
a believer myself. In the same vein, I 

would say that I'm often as resistant to 
the confidence of atheists as I am to the 
confidence of true believers.” In fact, 
Irving noted, he felt the two groups 
shared some core characteristics:

I find the most outspoken 
atheists and true believers 
also have in common the de-
sire to bring you into their 
fold. It is not sufficient for 
them to have their beliefs and 
to allow you to have yours. It 
is necessary that they bring 
you on board. Pot smokers 
are a lot like that too.

This remains a curious dichoto-
my in Irving’s thought and fiction: He 
seems a profoundly religious writer 
whose instinct is nevertheless to re-
ject, resist or complicate the role of 
religion in public and private life. Is he 
a gadfly? A natural mystic? In a 2015 
review of  Avenue of Mysteries in The 
New York Times, Dwight Garner not-
ed that there is a bit of Irving’s fellow 
septuagenarian, the musician John 
Prine, in his fiction: “He’s got a secret, 
if not an illegal, smile.”

James T. Keane, senior editor.
Twitter: @jamestkeane.

Irving is not a  
member of any  
organized congregation, 
but he is open and  
loquacious on the  
subject of religion.
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The renowned historical author 
Richard Rhodes has written what 
aspires to be an authoritative history 
of human energy generation, spanning 
wood-gathering and whaling, coal and 
petroleum, sun and wind, water and 
nuclear power. An erudite storyteller 
with a knack for enlivening historical 
personalities, contexts and technical 
operations, Rhodes charts a four-part 
investigation into how energy sources 
have been directed toward creating 
heat, light and propulsion. Consistent 
themes rise to the surface amid the 20 
chapters—including the importance of 
infrastructure in seemingly every form 
of energy production and the challenge 
of the intermittency problem across a 
range of energy platforms. 

Overall, Energy succeeds as a de-

scriptive tome that lays out numerous 
historical, biographical and mechan-
ical intricacies of energy innovation 
in England and the United States and 
thus deepens readers’ understanding 
of forces that have shaped the modern 
world. It is, however, less successful 
as a prescriptive guidebook that draws 
on those lessons learned to intimate 
possible courses of action for how to 
grapple with “the great challenge of the 
twenty-fi rst century,” namely, “limiting 
global warming while simultaneously 
providing energy for a world population 
not only increasing in number but also 
advancing from subsistence to pros-
perity.” (The ecologist Vaclav Smil’s 
renowned books on energy production 
and Paul Hawken’s Drawdown project 
are better suited to that task.)

To be fair, Rhodes offers this book 
primarily as a history of energy and not 
as a practical sourcebook or guide for the 
future. Even so, he recognizes that “to-
day’s challenges are the legacies of histor-
ic transitions” and describes his intention 
“to enliven the debate and clarify choices” 
by fi lling in “the rich human history be-
hind today’s energy challenges.” Rhodes’s 

preferred historical approach is biograph-
ical-evocative, offering detailed archival 
resources and micro-histories of individ-
ual human beings behind technological 
innovation. To humanize the history of 
energy innovation is an intriguing task, 
one that extends far beyond the oft-in-
voked James Watt. Rhodes introduced 
me to many fi gures of whom I was pre-
viously unaware, and I was drawn to the 
artful ways he integrates these mechanical 
innovators with contemporaneous devel-
opments in science (like chemistry and 
geology) as well as the rise to prominence 
of august scientifi c guilds like the Royal 
Academy. He is also expert at drawing 
illustrative turns of phrase. Particularly 
fascinating were the chapter on whaling, 
the descriptions of steam engine develop-
ment, the history of kerosene markets and 
his analyses of nuclear activism. 

It is, of course, entirely true that the 
landscape of energy sources and uses 
would be radically different today were 
it not for the lives of these white men of 
science and technology who struggled 
and prospered in England and the Unit-
ed States. Yet I was also left with a dis-
tinct sense that Energy fails suffi cient-
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From fi re to fusion: the story of a species

Energy
A Human History
By Richard Rhodes
Simon & Schuster 
480p $30

By Christiana Zenner
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ly to account for the massive infl uence 
of structures of political and economic 
domination that have undergirded the 
possibility of energy extraction, prom-
ulgation and development. While Ener-
gy does on several occasions note that 
Europeans’ acquisitions of land inhabit-
ed by indigenous peoples were conduct-
ed under unfair terms, he also at times 
seems to imply that the interior of North 
America was functionally uninhabit-
ed: As canals and railroads “penetrated 
the American wilderness and fostered 
its settlement,” he writes, “these new 
people and places needed lighting.” 
More attention needs to be paid to the 
self-justifying expansionist social and 
economic philosophy that characterized 
the notion of Manifest Destiny. 

Indeed, a human history of energy 
must include more than the individual 
or biographical. It should also include 
analyses of political, legal and econom-
ic structures that have undergirded cer-
tain trajectories of energy development. 
Much more attention needs to be paid 
specifi cally to capitalism, colonialism 
and resource expropriation, as well as 
to the vast world beyond England and 
the United States. Useful companion 
volumes that shed greater light on such 
aspects of history are Fossil Capital, 
by Andreas Malm, and The Great De-
rangement, by Amitav Ghosh.

What of so-called renewables? 
Compared with the attention given to 
other sources of energy, the history and 
current status of solar and wind is pal-
try (see Drawdown, by Paul Hawken, 
for an antidote). Rhodes treats water—
especially hydropower—in somewhat 
greater detail, but the characterization of 
hydropower as renewable or “clean” is 
suspect here and elsewhere. Large dams 
carry massive consequences for popula-
tion displacement, ecological niche de-

struction and climate change, and have 
long-term implications for the renew-
ability of groundwater sources. 

Nuclear power is one place where 
Energy really shines—no accident, giv-
en that Rhodes has written several books 
on the development of atomic technolo-
gies and related topics. In fact, by the 
end of the book, I fervently wished that 
Rhodes had been willing to give more 
prominence to his convictions from the 
opening pages of the book, because En-
ergy does have a prescriptive (if buried) 
thesis: Nuclear power is one part of a 
solution to global warming. 

To those who would fi nd nuclear 
energy threatening, Rhodes analyzes the 
history of antinuclear activism as a phe-
nomenon deriving from what he consid-
ers to be scientifi cally indefensible social 
anxieties—for example, fears “of radia-
tion and misunderstanding of its effects 
were powerful drivers of antinuclear 
sentiment.” He adds that such “fear was 
exacerbated by the Damoclean sword of 
nuclear war that hung over the world in 
the long years of the Cold War, as well 
as by the three accidents that have oc-
curred at nuclear power plants”—Three 
Mile Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima 
Daiichi. Rhodes also argues that these 
accidents “need not have happened,” 
and they can more rightly be viewed as 
failures of governance or management 
than of technology. 

While the fi ner points of such an 
argument can be debated—technology 
is always mediated and managed by 
human institutions given to entropy—
Rhodes is correct that nuclear power of-
fers a very dramatic productive capacity 
relative to frequency of accidents. 

More promisingly (if also paren-
thetically), Rhodes briefl y describes 
the current status and mechanisms of 
nuclear fusion, which—compared to 

fi ssion—could offer a different, poten-
tially cleaner source of energy for the 
future. “Controlled thermonuclear fu-
sion—harnessing the fusion of light el-
ements rather than the fi ssion of heavy 
elements—is a hard problem,” Rhodes 
notes, because it requires temperatures 
in the millions of degrees. “As of 2018, 
no experimental fusion reactor has yet 
advanced beyond breakeven—meaning 
produced any net energy beyond the en-
ergy supplied to run the reactor.” 

Researchers at the Massachussets 
Institute of Technology and Common-
wealth Fusion Systems are working on 
this very problem, with the hope that it 
could serve as a cleaner source of ener-
gy in coming years.

Energy is an eminently readable and 
enjoyable book, one that almost feels like 
an extended evening chat with a well-read 
and lively great-uncle. As a history of im-
portant fi gures whose innovations were 
swept up into the dynamics of energy pro-
duction in England and the United States, 
it is a volume from which individual chap-
ters could be easily and usefully excerpted 
for teaching purposes. The shape of ener-
gy production in the 21st century will be 
conditioned partly by these legacies, even 
as it also remains to be written by current 
and future generations. 

And there are, of course, lessons 
to be drawn from the past. If, as Rhodes 
notes, “United States energy consumption 
reached 70 percent wood in 1870, shifting 
to 70 percent coal by 1900,” then at least 
one such lesson is that dramatic energy 
transitions are, in fact, possible—even if 
the conditions of their possibility are myr-
iad and the consequences of their deploy-
ment as yet unknown.

Christiana Zenner is an associate 
professor of theology, science and ethics 
at Fordham University in New York.

Richard Rhodes investigates how energy sources have 
been directed toward creating heat, light and propulsion.
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affairs because of its commitment to 
the international order. The teach-
ings of the church on social issues, in 
Stummvoll’s view, provide less of a 
map for the church’s diplomacy than 
a set of compass bearings that give it 
direction. 

I noted Stummvoll’s use of the 
phrase “Catholic Social Doctrine” 
instead of “Catholic Social Teach-
ing,” a usage that places him solidly 
among scholars who have historical-
ly stressed the unchanging nature of 
Catholic truth. Had the author stud-
ied as much theology as internation-
al relations theory, he would have 
understood that while some Cath-
olic social teaching has remained 
constant, much of it has changed. 
This is because of the strong stress 
on historical consciousness during 
the Second Vatican Council, with 
the notion of “reading the signs of 
the times,” and with Blessed Pope 
Paul VI’s assignment of that duty to 
subcommunities within the church, 
making social teaching one element 
in Christian social praxis. 

Another added value of this book 
can be found in its extensive case 
studies of the Vietnam War, the fall 
of communism in Poland, U.N. con-
ferences on population and women, 
and campaigns for jubilee-year debt 
relief. 

Drew Christiansen, S.J., a former  
editor in chief of America, is 
the Distinguished Professor of 
Ethics and Global Development 
at Georgetown University.
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Prudent and pragmatic 

A Living Tradition
Catholic Social  
Doctrine and Holy  
See Diplomacy
By A. Alexander  
Stummvoll
Cascade Books 
218p $28

A. Alexander Stummvoll’s A Living 
Tradition is a much-needed book. 
Since Sept. 11, 2001, the place of 
religion in international affairs has 
been widely debated, with most 
of the ink spilt on discussions of 
Islam. Studies of the Catholic social 
tradition, of Vatican diplomacy 
and of church-inspired social 
movements can all be readily found 
on their own, but no work has 
brought them together quite as well 
as Stummvoll’s. The importance of 
this volume is particularly notable 
at this moment in international 
diplomacy because, in Douglas 
Johnston’s phrase, religion has 
been “the missing dimension in 
statecraft.”

Catholicism is deserving of spe-
cial study in diplomatic realms not 
only because of the church’s trans-
national organization and size or 
the Holy See’s status as a sovereign 
diplomatic actor, but also because 
of its intricately developed body of 
social thought. A Living Tradition 
examines the interplay between the 
Catholic social tradition and Vat-
ican diplomacy. Stummvoll notes 
that Vatican diplomacy is “prudent 
and pragmatic” and disposed to 
make compromises in international 

Six four three

Tinker to Evers  
to Chance
The Chicago Cubs 
and the Dawn of  
Modern America
David Rapp
University of  
Chicago Press  
336p $27.50

The 1908 season marked the end 
of one era and the beginning of 
another for the Chicago Cubs. That 
season was the pinnacle of a run of 
success for the storied franchise, 
but also the beginning of more than 
a century of futility (they would 
not win the World Series again 
until 2016). But behind that team—
and the teams of 1906, 1907 and 
even 1910—was a trio of infielders 
immortalized in the popular 
imagination by an eight-line poem 
describing their ruthless double-
play efficiency.

The poem “Baseball’s Sad Lex-
icon,” by Franklin Pierce Adams, 
begins with the lines “These are the 
saddest of possible words: Tinker to 
Evers to Chance.” Joe Tinker, John-
ny Evers and Frank Chance played 
shortstop, second base and first 
base respectively for the Cubs and 
formed the core of a team that won 
four pennants and two World Series 
titles in five years. Their defensive 
combination was devastating to op-
posing teams; and combined with 
the rest of the team’s clutch hitting 
and ace pitching, they made the 
Cubs a force to be reckoned with in 
the first decade of the century.

Rapp uses the three players to 
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examine what baseball was like at 
the turn of the 20th century, what 
the sport had evolved from and 
where it was going. Organized base-
ball, he says, was first played prior 
to the Civil War, but the game we 
know today evolved as a “quasi-pro-
fessional activity in urban social 
clubs and recreational leagues.” In 
part, Rapp contends, baseball was 
a reaction against the upright (and 
uptight) ways of the Victorians and 
their strict Calvinist roots. Baseball 
was more than a sport: It was a so-
cial phenomenon that grew in a way 
nothing else had done before it.

Rapp delves into brief biogra-
phies of Tinker, Evers and Chance 
to show that baseball was truly a na-
tional sport before it became the na-
tional pastime. The Cubs were one 
of the sport’s earliest dynasties, and 
the fact they were from Chicago, 
which Rapp contends was the epi-
center of the baseball world, meant 
that the game was here to stay. The 
infield trio dissolved in 1912, which 
is where Rapp quite abruptly ends 
the book. But ultimately their run 
of success became a blueprint for 
and a harbinger of the success of the 
sport.

Dominic Lynch publishes The Monthly 
Memo, a Chicago-focused general 
interest website and newsletter. 

Full book reviews at 
americamagazine.org/books

For those about to rock

Twilight of the Gods
A Journey to the End  
of Classic Rock
By Steven Hyden
Dey Street Books  
320p $25.99

Halfway through Twilight of the 
Gods, I started to wonder if Steven 
Hyden had been rifling through my 
record collection. Well, not records 
but CDs; well, not CDs but playlists—
you get the idea. The man is clearly 
attuned to the musical proclivities of 
the 40-something white male. High 
school obsession with classic rock 
radio, a format that included both 
the ridiculous (Styx, Journey) and 
the sublime (Rolling Stones, Kinks)? 
Check. Bob Dylan period, marked by 
a particular affection for “Visions of 
Johanna”? Check. Detour into jam 
bands (Phish, etc.) followed by an 
immersion in Wilco’s “dad rock”? 
Double check.

Hyden grew up listening to music 
in the 1980s and 1990s, a time when 
most of what is now called “classic 
rock” had already been recorded but 
was being hyped for a new generation 
of listeners through radio stations 
and magazines like Rolling Stone. 
For Hyden, classic rock represented 
a kind of gnostic text that could be 
deciphered by listening to albums 
like Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of the 
Moon” on repeat and poring over the 
musings of Greil Marcus. 

Hyden is a man of catholic 
tastes—perhaps too catholic. He 

finds something redeeming about al-
most every band he has encountered, 
save the (expletive) Eagles and the 
“stubborn sleaziness” of Gene Sim-
mons. Yes, he even has kind words 
for REO Speedwagon. Hyden says he 
is not a religious person, but he is fer-
vently devoted to the music that he 
grew up with and the younger bands 
who are building on that legacy. (He 
gives special shout-outs to Courtney 
Barnett and Car Seat Headrest.) He 
has been to hundreds of music con-
certs, many simply ordinary, but all 
worthwhile for “that handful of tran-
scendent nights” that live on in his 
memory. And he knows these mo-
ments are fleeting.  With the death of 
musicians like David Bowie and AC/
DC’s Malcolm Young, the end of the 
classic rock era is nigh. 

“The exaggerated arc of rock 
stardom creates a framework for un-
derstanding our own lives,” Hyden 
writes. It sounds like a stretch, but 
he may not be too far off target. 
When parents start taking their kids 
to four-hour Bruce Springsteen con-
certs, you know they are hungry to 
be a part of something bigger than 
themselves. Why that something is 
an almost 70-year old man clad in 
leather and denim is the subject, per-
haps, for another author.

Maurice Timothy Reidy, executive editor.  
Twitter: @mtreidy.
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Leonard Bernstein’s liturgy—of and for the world
By Kevin McCabe

In July, Leonard Bernstein’s rarely 
staged work “Mass: A Theater Piece 
for Singers, Dancers, and Players” was 
performed at Lincoln Center in New 
York as part of a celebration to mark 
the 100th birthday of the famous 
American composer. The work, 
commissioned by Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis for the opening of the 
Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts in 1971, has from its beginning 
been controversial with both religious 
and nonreligious audiences. 

Based on the movements of the 
Catholic Tridentine Mass, the piece 
incorporates a variety of musical 
styles, lyrics in English and Latin and 
a choir of “street protesters” to pres-
ent a vision of faith and liturgy for the 
modern world. It was at fi rst decried 
by many in the church, but by the 
year 2000 Pope John Paul II hosted 
a performance of the piece at the Vat-
ican. The work was not created with-
out Catholic consultation: Bernstein 
sought and received the advice of the 
antiwar activist Daniel Berrigan, S.J., 

as he was putting it together. 
A New York Times review of the 

July performance by Zachary Woolfe 
was content to declare the piece a 
stale curiosity. A religious assessment 
of the piece, however, suggests that it 
retains power, for reasons Bernstein 
could and could not have expected. 

To be sure, certain aspects of 
“Mass” reflect the time of its origin, 
from some of the sloganeering of the 
protest singers to the 1970s liber-
al Christian quest for a purer, more 
authentic religion behind (or below? 
above?) the ecclesiastical and sacra-
mental accretions of the institution-
al church. Yet much of the piece is 
relevant today. 

Most signifi cantly, Bernstein uses 
liturgy to give voice to political unease. 
The cultural upheaval and political 
anxiety that marked the era in which 
Bernstein wrote “Mass” bear a strik-
ing resemblance to our own time. One 
stanza, written by Paul Simon, reads: 
“Half of the people are stoned/ And 
the other half are waiting for the next 

election.” This sentiment may have 
resonated with a certain portion of the 
audience. Bernstein’s integration of 
protest and praise draws on a long 
tradition of protest against the divine 
that has seen bold iterations in recent 
decades. One thinks of the Act Up 
protesters who—much like Bern-
stein’s street chorus—disrupted Mass 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral during the 
early years of the AIDS crisis. Or the 
band Pussy Riot's performance in 
Christ the Savior Cathedral in Mos-
cow in 2012 to protest the ties between 
the Orthodox Church and Vladimir 
Putin. 

Bernstein helps us see that such 
actions are not so much as alien in-
trusion of protest into liturgy as the 
transformation of protest into litur-
gy—and liturgy into protest. “Mass” 
articulates the nexus, or perhaps dia-
lectic, between protest and praise, and 
raises the question of whether and 
how the church today can embrace 
and give voice to the protests that are 
swirling outside of cathedral doors. 
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After a devastating scene in which the 
celebrant strips off  his robes and smash-
es the monstrance and chalice onto the 
fl oor, the piece ends with the full compa-
ny in unison returning praise, played in 
the hopeful key of D major. In the Times, 
Woolfe interprets the peaceful, laudatory 
ending as “fundamentally, boringly con-
servative.” But this is to misinterpret Ber-
nstein and the Catholic understanding of 
hope in the resurrection. Bernstein’s end-
ing is not about the conservative triumph 
of order over chaos, the dispelling of doubt 
with a stifl ing certainty. The piece ends on 
a note of hope in the face of despair. It is a 
kind of new life that is only possible after 
the breaking of one’s heart and the dis-
mantling of worldly idols. 

The challenge of Bernstein’s “Mass” is 
whether the Christian liturgy can still wel-
come the protest of an uneasy world and 
still provide it with a message of hope today. 

Kevin McCabe is a postdoctoral fellow
at Seton Hall University. He teaches 
and writes on Christian systematic theology 
and ethics.
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Leonard Bernstein’s “Mass,” 
recently revived in New York, 
was at first decried by many 
in the church, but was later 

performed at the Vatican.

The Streetlights Bible features readings of Scripture set over a hip-hop score. 
Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash

Plugging in to the Bible
I rarely read the Bible growing up. 
This all changed in my late 20s, 
however, thanks to my Protestant 
fi ancé, whose experience with the 
word of God has been quite the 
opposite of mine: He can fi nd any 
book in the Bible easily, knows 
quotes by heart and even has a 
biblical name (Enoch).

Initially, reading Scripture to-
gether was fun. Once the excitement 
wore off , however, I ventured into 
the world of Bible apps. But as use-
ful as these features were, I didn’t 
like the classical music that accom-
panied the text and found the voice-
overs to be monotonous. 

Two apps broke through the mo-
notony. One is the Streetlights Bible 
app, which includes an audio Bible 
that features poets, pastors, parents 
and even children reading Scripture 
set over a hip-hop score. It was cre-
ated by Esteban Shedd, Loren La 
Luz and Aaron Lopez, who believe 
that everyone should be allowed to 
engage with the word. 

The second is the Our Bible 
app, which was created by Crystal 
Cheatham. Through daily devotion-
als, podcasts, books and other me-
dia, the Our Bible team’s mission is 
“to untangle the binds that Christian 

colonizers have spread across the 
globe.” The app highlights women, 
L.G.B.T. people and people of color 
and includes daily devotionals fo-
cused on themes like how to grow in 
faith and the church and the #Me-
Too movement. 

Over the summer, I followed 
“The Power of Praise” devotional, a 
10-day series led by the Rev. Jes Kast. 
On day three, the devotional states: 
“The courage to come out to family 
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
or queer is always a brave decision.... 
The good news is that Jesus models 
for us a new way of being family with 
each other.” This devotional, and 
others in the app, promotes a Chris-
tianity that is inclusive of many mar-
ginalized groups.

These apps have helped me 
to continue to incorporate the Bi-
ble into my faith life and to grow as 
a Catholic. I probably wouldn’t be 
reading the Bible as regularly or as at-
tentively without the help of Street-
lights Bible and Our Bible. And, most 
important, they have reminded me of 
the diff erent people and experiences 
that make up the church. 

Olga Segura, associate editor. 
Twitter: @OlgaMSegura. 
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Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Thanks to you, America is leading the conversation about faith and 
culture, at the intersection of the church and the world. 

I am pleased to report that America received a record 49 awards 
this year from the Catholic Press Association for our video, audio, print 
and online coverage. The judges singled us out for “setting an incredibly 
high bar for intellectualism and spirituality,” a testament to our 
commitment to excellence. Father Thurston Davis, S.J., eighth editor 
in chief of America, put it this way: America is “a…raid on the City of 
God in order to publish, in the City of Man, a journal that talks common 
Christian sense about the world of human events.” Every day, in print, 
on the web, through podcasts, videos and live events, we are mindful of 
the trust that you have placed in us and the investment you have made 
in our vital work. 

For 109 years, those with something to say to the church have said 
it in America: popes and presidents; Nobel laureates; Pulitzer Prize-
winners; world-renowned scholars; distinguished men and women of 
letters. Over the last century, we have stood witness to war and peace, 
a radically changing church, breakthroughs in science and technology, 
the ever-increasing pace in culture and media and a continually growing 
number of diverse and complicated issues that require the church’s 
attention. 

Today, America is in the vanguard of the digital revolution, off ering 
groundbreaking news and analysis across multiple platforms and to 
a new generation of readers, listeners and viewers. In an increasingly 
polarized world, I am proud that America brings together a diversity of 
voices in civil conversation. 

Our hope is that you will continue to support America with a gift 
this coming year. As always, you will be recognized for your support 
within the pages of our magazine, as well as during our weekly Masses, 
when we remember all our generous benefactors.

Thank you for being a part of the America community, and be 
assured of my prayers for you and your loved ones.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

      Rev. Matthew F. Malone, S.J.
      President & Editor in Chief

All members listed herein have supported America with charitable contributions between July 1, 2017, and June 30, 2018. Moving 
forward, America will recognize all benefactors toward the end of each summer, to coincide with our fi scal year (July 1 to June 30).
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Julie McGee

The word Jesuit comes alive at America Media and makes the 
work that they do much more accessible. The Jesuits are all 
about what’s possible, and I support the podcast “Jesuitical” 
so that they will be able to continue to reach out to young, 
Catholic people…the hosts, and so many others at America, 
make our faith real. It’s quite wonderful.
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Isabel Gavilan • 2018  ........................................  New York
Mr. Joseph E. Geoghan • 1988  .......................  New York
Ms. Mary V. Gibbons • 1985  ............................ Michigan
Ernest and Jenny Go • 2018  ..........................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Horace C. Gordon, Jr. • 1989  ..... Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Graney • 2012 ....................  Pa.
Rev. Richard J. Groshek • 1988  ....................... Michigan
Deacon and Mrs. Scott Haner • 2012  ..........  Kentucky
Rev. Robert Hawkins • 2002  ...................  Rhode Island
Msgr. Owen J. Hendry • 2005  ............................ Florida
Mr. Rod J. Herrera and Ms. Marie Mitarotondo •  
2014  ......................................................................New Jersey
Ms. Janet M. Holzer • 2017  .................................. Florida
Ms. Mary E. Hoppe • 1996  ................................  Vermont
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Hudock • 2018  ................  N.J.
Dr. John K. Hurley • 2015  ................................  Montana
Mr. and Mrs. Jamieson • 2004  .......................  New York

Mr. and Mrs. Willis J. Jensen • 1988  ..............  Arizona
Ms. Elinor L. Josenhans • 1985  .....................  New York
Mr. Patrick C. Joyce • 1987  ............................. Maryland
Michelle and Arnold Jung • 2018  .................  New York
D r. M i ke J.  K a m i n sk i & M r. R u b en de A nd a •  
2007  ..................................................................  Washington
Rev. Jerome G. Kautzman • 2010  .........  North Dakota
Ms. Madonna M. Kennedy • 2008  ................  Missouri
Mr. Thomas W. Kiernan and Dr. Barbara S. Kiernan • 
2001  ............................................................................ Georgia
Dr. Thomas F. Kolon & Dr. Karen M. Earl • 2015.   N.J.
Rev. Matthew J. Kornacki • 1985  ........... Pennsylvania
Mrs. & Mr. Marguerite M. Kowaleski • 1988 ......Mich.
Joseph Kraker • 2016  ................................................. Ohio
Ms. Mary J. Krohn • 2013  ....................................  Illinois
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth A. Kukorowski • 1997  .......... N.C.
Rev. Joseph A. Lang, Sr. • 2003  ...................... Michigan
Rev. Allan R. Laubenthal • 2006  ............................ Ohio
Mr. John P. Lawler • 1981  ......................  Massachusetts
John J. Lawless • 2018  ......................................  New York
Dr. Joseph Legan & Mrs. Susan E. Legan • ....................  
2015  .....................................................................................  Va.
Drs. Linda LeMura-Tanner and Lawrence Tanner • 
2017  ........................................................................  New York
Ms. Carol A. Litzler • 1993  ........................................ Ohio
Rev. Msgr. Alfred P. LoPinto • 1989  .............  New York
Betty L. Lovett • 2009  ........................................... Kansas
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Lucas, M. D. • 1992  .......... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Lucey • 2014  ......  Wisconsin
Mr. Eugene J. MacElroy • 2010  ........................  Virginia
Ms. Mary E. Madden • 2015  ...........................  New York
Dr. Gabriele Maluga • 2018  ..............................  Australia
Mrs. Kathy and Mr. James F. Martin  • 1995  .......... Ill.
Mr. Edward W. Martin • 2012  ........................  Missouri
Ms. Kathleen Martin • 2012  ................................  Illinois
Mr. Brian J. McCarthy • 2001 .......................  California
Mrs. Joanne McCoy • 2016  ............................. Maryland
Mr. William A. McIntosh • 2016  ........................  Illinois
Capt. Paul F. McLaughlin • 2002  ...................... Florida
Marita L. McMahon • 1996  ............................  New York
Ms. Eileen McMahon-Zogby • 2017  .......................  D.C.
Rev. Robert J. Meissner • 1993  ....................... Michigan
Deacon Bartholomew J. Merella • 1991  .................. Md.

Amb. Robert L. Shafer • 1996  .....................................  New York
Ms. Katie Shah • 2015  ...................................................  New York
Michael and Phyllis Shea • 2000  ..............................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Sam and Hannah Shipley • 2018  ................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Simonds • 2008  .............................  Texas
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Slattery • 2016  .......................  Georgia
Ms. Karen S. Smith • 2009  ..........................................  New York
Rev. Msgr. David Sork • 2014  .....................................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Louis W. Staudenmaier • 1975  ........  Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan J. Swords • 2014  .........  Massachusetts
Ms. Katharine M. Teipen • 2004  ........................................  Ohio

Ms. Catherine Toye • 2017  ...................................... Connecticut
Mr. Francis T. Vincent, Jr. • 1987  ...................................  Florida
Mr. Patrick J. Waide, Jr. • 1990  ..................................  New York
Rev. Andrew J. Walsh • 1985  .......................................  New York
Rev. Daniel L. Warden • 2003 ............................................  Texas
Rev. Msgr. Donald Webber • 2015  ............................  California
Mrs. Agnes N. Williams • 1992  ..................................  Maryland
Mr. William L. Woodard • 2006  .................................  Missouri
Rev. Ronald E. Wozniak, S.J. • 2014 ..........................  New York
Karen M. Yost and Richard E. O’Connell • 2002 ...New York
Mr. Joseph T. Zalke • 2009  .....................................  Washington
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Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Mertz • 1991 ........ New Jersey
Ms. Ann Migliaccio • 2018  ..............................  New York
Mr. Robert B. Moran • 1987  ...........................  California
Mrs. Rosalie M. Murphy • 1997  ....................  California
Mr. Edward Nadeau • 2017  .............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Nilles • 2015  ................  Mass.
Mr. William J. Nolan • 2015  ................  North Carolina
Mr. Daniel A. Nolet • 2009  .............................  Kentucky
Mr. Edward I. O’Brien • 1983  .........................  New York
Ms. Joan V. O’Brien • 2016 ....................  Massachusetts
Mr. James S. O’Connor • 2001  ......................  California
Rev. Vincent O’Reilly • 1990  .........................  California
Dr. Arthur O’Shea • 2016  .......................  Massachusetts
Mr. Robert P. Ochocki • 1993  ........................  California
Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Oechsle • 1993  .......... Pennsylvania
Mr. George Oess • 2015  ..................................  Wisconsin
Open Society Institue • 2018  .........................  New York
Dr. Erasmo Passaro • 2015 ................................... Florida
Rev. Richard A. Perfetto • 1993  ...................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Perry • 2015  .................  Illinois
Rev. Steven J. Peterson • 1990  .......................  New York
Zita and Joe Pietrus • 2009  .................  North Carolina
Mr. James E. Power • 1982  ........................... New Jersey
Mr. Wayne Puetz • 2017  ...........................  South Dakota
Harold J. Quinn • 2017  ..........................  South Carolina
Jon F. Rager • 2018  ...........................................  California

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Rangitsch • 2017  .......... Mont.
Dr. and Mrs. P. Gregory Rausch • 2003  .................. Md.
Mrs. Monica Reidy • 2015  ...............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Reilly • 1995  ................... Texas
Noraleen Renauer • 2017  .................................. Michigan
Rev. Joseph F. Reynolds • 2014 ......................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Roach • 1991  ................  New York
Rev. Michael G. Roach • 2000  ........................  Missouri
Ms. Kerry Robinson • 2009  ....................... Connecticut
Mrs. Debbie Robinson • 2015  ................................ Texas
Mr. John Rodolico and Ms. Hilary S. Connery • 2016  
.........................................................................  Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. Uros Roessmann • 1996  ..........  Montana
Dr. and Mrs. Harry R. Ruth • 1990  ....................  Illinois
Mr. Mark T. Ryan • 1998  ..................................  New York
Dr. John F. Sanfelippo • 2008  .........................  Missouri
Ms. Barbara Scanlan • 2014  ........................ New Jersey
Mr. George Schmitz • 2017  .................................. Florida
Mr. Francesco Scio • 2018  ............................ Rome, Italy
Mr. Tony R. Seina • 2018  .................................. Nebraska
Rev. Bernard S. Sippel • 1987  .......................  Wisconsin
Ms. Melinda K. Smith • 2018  .................................... Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Snyder • 2016  ........................  N.H.
Mr. Noah Sturr & Mrs. Bridget Sturr • 2004  ........ Mo.
Rev. Charles J. Sullivan • 2012  ............... Pennsylvania
Ms. Ann M. Swartz • 2014  ............................ New Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. Sweeney • 2014  ...............  N.Y.
Rev. Msgr. Ronald J. Swett • 1995  ...............  California
Ms. Julie B. Sykes • 2016  .................................  New York
Ms. Marcella Pfeiffer Syracuse • 2008  ..................  N.Y.
Ms. Jill Szawara • 2016  ....................................  New York
Mr. John Tegan • 2017  ............................  Massachusetts
Mr. Homer S. Teng • 2006 ..............................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Terry • 2014  ....................  Tennessee
Most Rev. James C. Timlin • 1992  .............................  Pa.
Mr. William R. Toller • 2008  ...............  Massachusetts
Mr. John and Maureen R. Tomczak • 2017 ...........  N.Y.
Mr. Carl Treuter • 2012  ....................................  New York
Mr. Robert D. Tuerk • 1988  ..................................  Illinois
Mr. John L. Tusch • 2016  ................................  California
Ms. Juliana Vengoechea Barrios • 2018 .................. N.Y.
Ms. Corazon A. Veza • 2017  ............................  Kentucky
Rev. John B. Wehrlen • 2007  ....................... New Jersey
Mrs. Linda Lapos & Mr. Paul G. Wirth • 2015  .......  Pa.   
Mr. Richard M. Witt • 2002  ................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfe • 1991  ...................  California
Mrs. Catherine Spohn Wolff • 1983  ............  California
Mr. and Mrs. Lisa and Jim Woodall • 2015  ......... Ohio
Mr. Steven A. Zabicki, Jr. • 1977  .................... Maryland
Mr. Scott Zaleski • 2018  ........................................... Texas
Mr. Francis Zipple and Dr. Kathleen M. Yadrick •  
2016  .....................................................................  Mississippi

THE AVERY DULLES MEMBERS
$200 to $499

Miss Lillian Adami • 1987 ......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Anthony H. Ahrens • 2002 ...................................D.C
Ms. Joy Aker • 2018 .............................................Maryland
Mrs. Carolyn Trusler Alexander • 1977 ..... Tennessee
Mr. Robert G. Anders • 2012 ............................Maryland
Dr. Stephen L. Anderson • 2001 ..........................Indiana
Mr. Michael Anderson • 2017 .........................California
Mr. Peter J. Andes • 1995 .................................. New York
Ms. Marianne Andreach • 2004 ..................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Jean P. Andrieu • 2017 ............California
Robert and Marie Arbour • 2002 ................New Jersey
Mr. Benedict G. Archer • 1994 ........................California
Monica Armstrong and Donald Kapa • 2015 ......Tenn.
Rev. Msgr. Daniel K. Arnold • 1987 ........ Pennsylvania
Mr. Clemente Aseron, Jr. • 2018 ..........................Illinois
Mr. John Atkinson • 2018 ......................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Harry P. Aubright • 2018 ........California
Ms. Mary Sue Babb • 2014 ...............................California
Rev. John F. Baldwin • 2007 ...........................California
Michele Baldwin • 2017 ........................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Jill Ball • 2014 ...........Texas
Mr. James H. Barnes • 2015 ............................California
Mr. Joseph A. Barreca • 2004 ........................ Louisiana
Mr. John J. Barry,  III • 2010 ....................Rhode Island
Mr. Adolph J. Barsanti • 2003 ............................Virginia
Mr. Vincent Bartolini • 2013.....................Rhode Island
Ms. Tanya Bastianich Manuali • 2014 .......... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Battafarano • 2004 ...... Neb.
Ms. Joana Battaglia • 2018 ............................... New York
Mr. Gary Bauman • 2018 ....................................... Nevada
Dr. and Mrs. Margaret Beauregard • 1998 .. Michigan

Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Becker, Esq. • 1983 ................ S.C.
Rev. Joseph F. Beckman • 1987 .................................Ohio
Mr. Darrell Beckwith • 2016 ............................ Michigan
Ms. Jessica Bednarcik • 2018 ...............North Carolina
Ms. Victoria M. Bell • 2016 ...............................Maryland
Dr. Angela A. Bennett • 1997 ............................ New York
Mrs. Maureen M. Bennett • 2017 ..................California
Deacon and Mrs. Roland Benoit • 2015 ................Texas
Ms. Carolyn K. Bensel • 1988.................Massachusetts
Ms. Helen V. Berg • 2013.................................... Michigan
Rev. Albert J. Berner • 1987 ...........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Bichler • 2016 ....... Wisconsin
Katherine Bidegaray • 2018 .............................. Montana
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick and Sarah Bidon • 2015 .....Colo.
Mr. Floyd R. Bielski • 2016 ....................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Rosemary E. Binon • 2005 .................................Ohio
Ms. Norah M. Bischoff • 1998 .......................... New York
Mr. Philipp Bischoff • 2016 ....................North Carolina
Deacon and Mrs. Leo T. Bistak • 1989 ....................Ohio
Lynn T. Blackstone • 2017................................. New York
Mr. Joseph A. Blasko • 2015 ............................. Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Blessington • 2002............ Conn.
Ms. Sharon Blumenthal • 2015 ............... Pennsylvania
Rev. John A. Boehning • 2006 ......................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Bottini • 1997 ........ Missouri
Mr. John A. Boyle • 1987.......................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent M. Boyle, Sr. • 2009 ............. Md.
Mr. Robert J. Boyles • 2003 ............................California
Ms. Deborah Bradley • 2017 ..................... Pennsylvania
Dr. Robert F. Brady, Jr. • 2006 ........................Maryland
Ms. Jeanne Branch • 2017....................................Virginia

Ms. Anne Brenaman • 2006........................ Washington
Mr. Daniel S. Brennan • 2018 ...............................Illinois
Ms. Carole Brennan • 2018 ............................... New York
Ms. Kathleen M. Bresnan • 2012 ...................California
Ms. Sarah Bresniker • 2015 .............................California
Ms. Elizabeth Bridges • 2018 ........................Mississippi
Rev. Michael W. Briese • 2012 .........................Maryland
Brendon and Tamara Briggs • 2017 .................. Georgia
Ms. Maryjane Brisbane • 2018 ........................... Georgia
Mr. John Brock • 2017 ......................................Minnesota
Rev. John L. Brophy • 1975 ............................. Wisconsin
Mr. Sandy Curlett & Mrs. Laurie L . Brosnahan •  
2014 .......................................................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Brown • 2013 .........California
Terry A. Brown • 2017 .............................................Florida
Ms. Mary A. Bruemmer • 1991 ......................... Missouri
Rev. Jerome A. Brzezinski • 2003 .................. Michigan
Theresa Krolikowski Buck • 1993 ..........West Virginia
Dr. and Mrs. Louis V. Buckley • 1997 .......Connecticut
Dr. and Mrs. James D. Burke • 2003 ..... Pennsylvania
Rev. James Burke • 2015 .........................Massachusetts
Marion E. Burry • 2018 .....................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Buscarino • 1998 .............. N.J.            
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Busse • 2018 ........................California
Ms. Ann Buzanowski • 2018............................. Michigan
Mrs. Eileen K. Byrne • 1983 ..................................Illinois
Rev. Edward Byrne • 2006 ............................... New York
Ms. Jennifer Cabrera • 2017.....................................Texas
Rev. James L. Caddy • 2012 ........................................Ohio
Dr. Kevin M. Cahill • 1981 ................................. New York
N. C. Cairns • 2018 ................................................Alabama
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Ms. Jill Caldwell • 2016 ...................................... Montana
Mrs. Cathi M. Callahan • 2012 ........................... Georgia
Mr. Pat W. Camerino • 1983 .....................................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Campbell • 1988 .........California
Dr. Jorge L. Camuoas • 1994 ............................ New York
Ms. Cara Caponi • 2018 ..................................... New York
Mr. Mark Cardoni • 2018 .......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Lawrence Cargnoni • 2018 ......................California
Mrs. Lois H. Carnes • 2002 .............................California
Ms. Adele B. Carr • 2015 ...................................California
Mr. Thomas Carver • 2018 .............................New Jersey
Mr. John J. Casey • 1987 ..................................... Missouri
Ms. Patricia A. Casey • 1996 ...................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. David Casey • 2015 .................New Jersey
Ms. Marie A. Casey • 2018 ................................. Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. Mark P. Caster • 2018 .................. Georgia
Rev. Robert F. Caul • 1992 ..........................Rhode Island

Mr. Lawrence A. Chadwick • 2015 ................. New York
Trent B. Chambers • 2016 .................................. Missouri
Ms. Rita Cherni-Smith • 2018 ......................... Wyoming
Dr. Thomas Chisholm • 2009 ........................ Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Ciaramella • 2015 ..... New York
Rev. Victor P. Cinson, Jr. • 2014 ................................Ohio
Mr. Donald Cirino • 2017 ..................................... Georgia
Col. Dennis E. Clancey, U.S.M.C. • 1988 .........Virginia
Ms. Elizabeth L. Clark • 2001 ....................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Clark • 2018 ....................New Jersey
Ms. Mary M. Clarke • 2009 .............................. New York
Mr. Kevin Clarke • 2014 .................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. John Clendenning • 2017 .......California
Ms. Jane E. Clifford • 2009 .............................. New York
Mr. Todd M. Coates • 2015 ................................Colorado
Mr. Enrique E. Codas • 2013 ............................Maryland
Mr. Frank J. Cody • 1997 ................................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Colacicco • 2018 ...........Florida
Mr. Edward A. Cole • 2012 ................................ Michigan
Mr. John F. Coleman • 1988 ...................Massachusetts
Mr. John Colgan • 2018 ..................................... New York
Ms. Elizabeth Colleran • 2018 ....................Connecticut
Mr. Daniel F. Collins • 2003 .................................Illinois
Mr. William Collins • 2016 .................... South Carolina
Dr. Farrell Collins, M.D. • 2018 ...........North Carolina
Mr. Tom Colthurst • 2018 ................................California
Mr. Gary P. Colton • 2016 .......................................Hawaii

Mr. Daniel J. Combo • 2013 ............................... Montana
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Concannon • 2003 ....... Maine
Dr. Charles L. Conlon, M. D. • 1997 .......................Texas
Ms. Barbara Connell • 2018 ........................Connecticut
Mr. Martin J. Connor, Jr. • 2014 ..................New Jersey
Mr. Coleman J. Conroy • 2013............................Virginia
Mr. Patrick D. Coogan and Ms. Patricia A. Coogan • 
2010 ..................................................................... Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Steve W. Coonan • 2008 ..................Texas
Dr. William P. Cooney • 1998 ................................Florida
Rev. Michael N. Cooney • 2005 ....................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Courtney • 1987 .......... Delaware
Fr. Richard D. Coy • 2014 ................................ Tennessee
Ms. Grace I. Crary-Kearney • 2018 ..........................Ohio
Ms. Kathleen Crawford • 2018 ......................Minnesota
Ms. Margaret A. Cromwell • 2000 ...... South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy H. Cronin • 2016 ..............Mass.

Ms. Judith H. Crosson • 2015 ...........................Colorado
Mr. Paul Cudahy • 2015 .............................................Texas
Rev. Michael Culligan • 1987 ..........................California
Rev. Msgr. J. James Cuneo • 2001 .............Connecticut
Mr. Ricky J. Curotto • 1999 .............................California
Mr. Richard Currie and Mrs. Mary Beth Currie •  
2014 .......................................................................New Jersey
Sr. Joan Curtain • 2015 ...................................... New York
George B. and Marion G. Curtis • 1998 .........Colorado
Ms. Martha Cusimano and Mr. James J. Cusimano • 
2018 ...............................................................................Florida
Mr. Joseph A. D’Anna • 2002 .....................New Mexico
Mr. Patrick H. Dallet • 2012 ..................................Florida
Mr. Steven J. Damozonio • 2002 ...................California
Ms. Rosemary Darmstadt • 1998 ................... New York
Mr. Joseph Da sbach a nd Mrs. Mona Da sbach •  
2016 ..........................................................................Maryland
Mr. Robert Davies • 2014 .......................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Day • 1997 ........New Hampshire
Ms. Julia De La Torre • 2014 ....................................Texas
Mr. Antonio J. De Varona • 2014 .........................Florida
Ms. Patricia Deal • 2017 .......................................Virginia
Mrs. Katherine E. DeBacker • 2008 ...............Colorado
Mr. Edward J. Degeyter • 2008 ..................... Louisiana
Mr. Henry J. Deiters • 2018 ...................................Illinois
Ms. Rosa M. Del Saz • 2014 ............................New Jersey
Ms. Judith Del Tredici • 2017 .........................California

Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Delaney • 1988 ...............Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Dempsey • 2004 ............Mass.
Ms. Mary Ann Deskins • 1992 ..............................Kansas
Rev. Dennis A. Dever • 2018 ...................Massachusetts
Mr. Richard Dey • 2012 ....................................California
Timothy R. Diamond • 2017 .......................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Digan • 2014 ....................................Indiana
Ms. Kathleen DiGiorno • 2017 ......................Minnesota
Mr. Paul J. DiNapoli • 2016 ........................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Dineen • 2001 ............Alabama
Mr. John M. Dister • 2009 ...................................Virginia
Mr. Robert F. Dobbin • 1993............................. New York
Rev. Timothy Dolan • 2017 .............................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Donohue • 2004 ..............Florida
Ms. Margaret Donohue • 2015 ................................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Dornburgh • 2018.......... N.Y.
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Dougherty • 2010 .........Indiana

Mr. Robert Doyle • 2017 ............................... Washington
Mr. F. Paul Driscoll • 2016 ................................ New York
Mr. Leonard Dubi • 2017 ........................................Illinois
Mr. Phillip J. Kerwin and Ms. Alyssa A. Dudkowski • 
2003 ....................................................................... Wisconsin
Msgr. Leon Duesman • 2007 ...................................Texas
Rev. John P. Duffell • 1988 ................................ New York
Lt. Gen. Leo J. Dulacki, U.S.M.C. (RET) • 2012 Ariz.
Mr. Steve Duncan • 2018 ..................................California
Mr. Richard F. Duncanson • 1985 .................California
Ms. Lucetta Dunn • 2002.................................California
Ms. E. Anne Dunn • 2014 ................................. Louisiana
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Dunne • 2015 ............ Missouri
Mr. Stephen P. Dunphy • 2013 ........................California
Mr. William Durbin • 2015 ...............................Maryland
Mr. Michael J. Durbin and Mrs. Mary Kay Durbin • 
2016 ...............................................................................Illinois
Chaplain William Eagan • 2017 ............Massachusetts
Rev. Douglas Ebert • 2015 ...............................Minnesota
Mr. Michael A. Eck • 1996 ............District of Columbia
Ms. Frances E. Edson • 2007 ........................New Jersey
Mr. John G. Eifler • 2017 ...................................Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Engelhardt • 2013 ............. Missouri
Ms. Jane Engelke • 2016 ...............................Connecticut
Mr. Lawrence M. Enomoto • 2017.......................Hawaii
M r. W i l l ia m N. Eppi ng & M r s. L i nda Eppi ng •  
2014 .........................................................................California

Thomas and Mary Alice Roberts

In today’s changing, challenging and frequently startling world, 
America’s thought-provoking articles and podcasts support and 
guide our continuing faith journey for ourselves and our family.  
Our pilgrimage to the Holy Land led by Father Jim Martin, S.J.,  
was truly life-altering. The staff at America is an inspiring and 
dedicated group. We are privileged and proud to support  
the mission.
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Ms. Mary Anne Ernst • 2006 .......................... New York
Mr. Thomas Ervin • 2018 .................................California
Ms. Kara Eschbach • 2017 ................................ New York
Espiritu Santo Catholic Church • 2018 .............Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Ewens • 1997 .....................R.I.
Rev. John P. Fallon • 1995 ................................California
Mr. Gregory P. Falzon • 2001 ........................New Jersey
Mr. Anthony K. Farina • 2010 ......................... New York
Ms. Lisa Farley • 2018 .............................North Carolina
Mr. R. Foss Farrar • 2008 ......................................Kansas
Fr. Joseph Farrell • 2018 ................................New Jersey
Mr. Stephen J. Fearon • 1989 ........................... New York
Ms. Margaret Felice • 2013.....................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence T. Fell • 1990 ............ New York

Ms. Gilda Ferrara • 2009 .................................. New York
Mr. Stephen Ferry • 2018 .............District of Columbia
Mr. Thomas H. Fielder, Jr. • 2018 ........North Carolina
Mr. Bruce M. Filak • 1997 ..............................New Jersey
Ms. Patricia T. Finan • 1994 ............................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Finch • 2016................California
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Firmin • 2013 .......... Louisiana
Mr. Richard J. Fishbune • 2012 ....................Minnesota
Ms. Jacqueline Fitzgerald • 1993 ........................Illinois
Mr. Denis M. Fitzgibbons and Mrs. Lisa Navarro-
Fitzgibbons • 2014 .................................................. Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Larkin S. Flanagan • 2015 ...........Illinois
Dr. Arthur W. Fleming • 1992 .................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Michael Fleming • 2018 ........................... Wisconsin
Rev. James B. Flynn, Ph.D. • 1988 ........Massachusetts
Mr. Terence M. Flynn • 1993 ..........................California
Ms. Barbara Flynn • 2015 ......................................Illinois
Mr. Peter W. Flynn • 2017 ....................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Fobes • 2017 .................... Arizona
Ms. Patricia A. Foley • 2017 ...........................New Jersey
Mrs. Mary Anne Ford • 1983 ........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Ford • 2018 .New Hampshire
Dr. Mary L. Formato • 2015 ............................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Freece • 2018 ...........Minnesota
Mr. Robert K. Freeland • 1998 ........................ New York
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Fueyo • 2002 .............Florida
Mr. Vincent T. Gaglione • 1992 ....................... New York
Dr. Frederico L. Gannon • 1992 ...................... New York
Mr. Kevin Gardner • 2018 ................................California
Mr. Peter J. Gaspeny • 2014 .............................. Michigan

Rev. Joseph A. Gaudet • 2001.................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Geraghty • 2017 ........ Pennsylvania
Ms. Elsa M. Gibson • 2018 ................................Maryland
Mr. Louis R. Gigante • 2018 .............................. New York
Mr. Kevin M. Gil • 1988 .....................................Maryland
Rev. John J. Gildea • 2004 ................................ New York
Rev. Niles J. Gillen, O.Carm • 1998 .....................Florida
Mr. R. O. Gillick • 2002 .....................................California
Mr. John Gilmartin • 2018 ............................... New York
Mr. John Girardi • 2003 ...................................California
Mr. Joseph Girven • 2018 .................................. New York
Mr. James Glaze • 2015 .......................................Alabama
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Gleason • 1998 ....................D.C.
Mr. John P. Gleason • 2006 ...................................Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron W. Godfrey • 2003 ....... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Goeke • 2006 ...................Mass.
Ms. Kathleen A. Golden • 2004 ...................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence P. Goldschmidt • 1987 ....... Va.
Dcn. and Mrs. Robert Gontcharuk • 2004 ............. N.Y.
Ms. Lorraine Gordon • 2015 ............................. Missouri
Rev. Joseph T. Graffis • 1988 ............................Kentucky
Mr. Neil Graham • 2017 ..................................... New York
Jake and Ruth Graves • 2000 ....................................Iowa
Ms. Sheila Gray • 2018 ....................................... New York
Ms. Lynn Graybeal • 2017 ......................................Hawaii
Ms. Deborah Green • 2018 ................................ New York
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Gregory • 2018 ................. Arizona
Mr. Richard Grek • 2014 .........................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Groshek • 1998 ......Colorado
Mr. J. Ferrel Guillory • 1998 .................North Carolina
Dr. M. K. Gumerlock • 1997 .............................Oklahoma
Rev. James G. Gutting • 1989 ................... Pennsylvania
Mrs. Marie-Jeanne Gwertzman • 1993........ New York
Mr. Thomas G. Haas • 2003 ............................California
Mr. David Haas • 2018 ......................................Minnesota
Mr. Howard G. Haase • 2018 .......................... Wisconsin
Ms. Margaret M. Haggerty • 2013 ............. Washington
Robert F. Haller • 2018 ...................................... Michigan
Ms. Judith H. Halli • 2014 ...................................Alabama
Ms. Anne R. Hamilton • 2017 .........................California
Rev. William Hanley • 1995 ..................................Florida
Ms. Martha A. Hanns • 1998 ............................... Arizona
Mr. Thomas Hanrahan • 2015 ........................California
Mrs. Rose A. Harrington • 1995 .................Connecticut

Rev. Joseph D. Harrington • 2009 .................. Montana
Rev. Joseph Harris • 2018 ...................................Trinidad
Dr. Timothy Hartnagel • 1987 ............................. Alberta
Mr. James J. Hastings • 2003 ..........................Maryland
Beate Hattinger • 2018 ........................................... Austria
Mr. Dennis Haugh • 2018 ...................................Colorado
Mr. Thomas W. Havey • 2008 ...............................Florida
Rev. Robert L. Hayden • 2009 ......................... New York
Mr. George T. Hayes, Jr. • 2001 ....................New Jersey
Mr. Eugene M. Hayes • 2012 ............................... Georgia
Ms. Ellen W. Healey • 1972 ...................................Indiana
Mr. Dennis M. Healy • 2006 ....................................Texas
Rev. John H. Hedrick • 1988........................... Wisconsin
Mr. Jim Hellman • 2018 ........................................Indiana

Mr. Joseph Henchey • 2014 ...........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Hengesbach • 1987 .........Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. David and Lynda Hennon • 2015 .. Calif.
Rev. John C. Hergenrother • 1992 ................ Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hernandez • 2014 ............California
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Hernon • 2005 ....... New York
Mr. John D. Herrick • 1999 ....................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Heyman • 1987 ...New Jersey
Rev. Charles J. Hiebl • 1991 ............................ Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph P. Higgins, Jr. • 2014 ..............Ohio
Dr. E. Ann Hillestad • 2002 .....................................Texas
Sr. Amy Hoey • 2015...............................New Hampshire
Mr. and Mrs. David Hogan • 2014 .................. New York
Mr. Elmer J. Hohm • 1997 ....................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Holmes • 1991 ..................N.C.
Mr. Homer • 2014.................................................Maryland
Mr. Thomas W. Horton • 2017 ......................... New York
Mr. Ivan J. Houston • 2006 .............................California
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Howell • 2017 ..............California
Ms. Suzanne H. Howell • 2018 ........................ Michigan
Mr. Thomas P. Huber • 2012 .................................Hawaii
Mr. Robert A. Hudak • 2018 ..................North Carolina
Mr. Dennis Hughes • 2012 .....................................Illinois
Rev. Msgr. George F. Hundt, Jr. • 2016 ......New Jersey
Rev. Thomas P. Hunstiger • 2012  ................ Minnesota
Mr. William Hunt • 2017 .............................................Ohio
Fr. Leon Hutton • 2017 .....................................California
Mr. Daniel Illich • 2015.....................................California
Rev. Robert P. Imbelli • 2015 ........................... New York
Mr. Peter Iorio • 2018 ....................................... Tennessee

Rev. Joseph T. Donnelly

Most media outlets are identified by left, right, progressive, conservative, 
whatever. America defies all that, while giving you a real — especially if 
you’re a person of faith — sense of how my faith looks at these different 
things. I’ve been a priest for almost 44 years, and I feel like I’ve invested a 
little life’s blood in the church and its mission and America reaches so many 
different people, especially with the multiple platforms that they’re using 
now. I want that to go on.
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Rev. John B. Jacquel • 2013 ...................... Pennsylvania
Rev. Robert J. Jallas • 1994 ...................................Illinois
Ms. Molly Jenkins Cohen • 2018 .....................Colorado
Mrs. Ann F. Johnson • 1997 ................................Virginia
Dr. Lucie Johnson • 2016 ................................Minnesota
Mr. T.J. Johnsrud, R.P.H. • 2016 ..............................Iowa
Ms. Mary A. Jolley • 2002 ..................................Alabama
Mr. and Dr. Hugh S. Jones • 2010 ......................Virginia
Dr. Carium Joseph • 1993 ...................... South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Joy • 2010...........................California
Rev. Msgr. Peter V. Kain • 1988 ....................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert & Kay Kaiser • 2016 .... Missouri
Rev. Ronald N. Kalas • 1988 ..................................Illinois
Mr. Arthur W. Kane • 2007 ...................................Florida
Rev. William D. Karg • 1998 .......................................Ohio
Ms. Jane C. Karpick • 2016 ..................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher P. Keating • 2017 ...... Conn.
Mr. Harry W. Keaty • 2005 ......................... Washington
Ms. Carol Keehan • 2018 ..............District of Columbia
Mr. Gerald M. Keenan and Ms. Katherine S. Janega • 
2015 ...............................................................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kehoe • 2018 .............. New York
Mr. Thomas X. Kelley • 2014 ......................................Iowa
Mr. James R. Kelly • 1990 ................................. New York
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Kelly • 2013 .................Virginia
Ms. Ellen V. Kelly • 2018 .................................New Jersey
Mr. William A. Kelly • 2018 ...................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kendrick • 2002 ........Florida
Ms. Eileen D. Kennedy • 2017 .......................New Jersey
Ms. Beatrice L. Kernan • 2014 ......................... New York
Rev. Ronald M. Ketteler • 1988 .......................Kentucky
Francis J. Kicsar • 2002 .................................. Wisconsin
Mr. B. Melvin Kiernan • 1993 .......................New Jersey
Mr. Harold W. Kimble, Jr. • 1990 ................New Jersey
Dr. Thomas M. Kirchberg • 2014 .................. Tennessee
Ms. Ann M. Klocke • 1997 ......................................Illinois
Mr. Bob Kloos • 2018 ....................................................Ohio
Mrs. Maureen Klotz & Mr. Chris W. Klotz • 2017 .......  
.................................................................................... Nebraska
Mr. Leonard A. Knobbe • 2006 ........................ Missouri
Mrs. Marie E. Knoblock • 1997 ....................New Jersey
Mr. Kenneth D. Knuth • 2006 .......................Minnesota
Rev. Eugene R. Koch • 1991 .........................................Iowa
Rev. Kenneth Koehler • 2012 ............................Colorado
Kathryn Kolacz • 2017 ........................................ Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Komyatte • 2018 .......Indiana
Mr. Claude L. Kordus • 1988 ...........................California
Rev. Rudolph J. Koser • 2015 ................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Robert Kostka • 2015.................................. Michigan
Rev. Paul P. Koszarek • 1998 .......................... Wisconsin
Mr. John N. Kotre • 2001 .................................. Michigan
Dr. George Kovacs • 2006 ......................................Florida
Mr. Joseph S. Kraemer and Mrs. Elizabeth K. 
McGoldrick • 2003 ................................................Virginia
Mr. Doug Krause • 2017 ....................................California
Rev. Henry Kriegel • 1989 ......................... Pennsylvania
Rev. William F. Krlis • 1989 ............................. New York
Ms. Alice Kroliczak • 2018................................Maryland
Mrs. Joanne Kroon • 2014 ................................ New York
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew F. Kuluz, M.D. • 1983 .......Miss.
Mr. William Kuntz • 2017 ................................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig L. Kuttner • 2006 ......... Arizona

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence & Peggy Kwacala • 2014 ....Ill.
Ms. Flavia La Mazza • 2018 ...........................New Jersey
Ms. Dolores E. Labbe • 2012 ........................... Louisiana
Mr. John O. Ladd • 2018 .................................... Michigan
Hon. James LaFave • 2015 ..............................Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Lane • 2000 .........Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. Leon LaPorte • 2012 .................Maryland
Rev. Edward J. Lauden • 2014......................... Louisiana
Ms. Kay Lawrence • 2013 .................................. New York
Ms. Angela Lawton • 2017......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Leathers • 2009 .....California
Mr. Bernard J. Lechner • 1988 .............................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Lehman • 2006 ..........California
Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Leighton • 2003 ....................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Leitner • 2018 .................... Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leitzinger • 1994 ........................Ohio
Rev. Thomas P. Leonard • 1985 ....................... New York
Mr. Ronald J. Lesko & Mrs. Linda Lesko • 2009 ...Me.
Mr. James Leung • 2018 ................................. Hong Kong
Mr. Thomas B. Lewis & Mrs. Mary C. Lewis • 1996 ....  
.................................................................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Lienesch • 1989 .......Maryland
Deacon and Mrs. Jack M. Ligon • 2009 ...........Virginia
Mr. & Mrs. David L. & Kathy A. Lindell • 2016 .. Calif.
Ms. Nancy E. Lindsay • 2008......District of Columbia
Rev. Frank E. Lioi • 2008 .................................. New York
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore and Eve Lippold • 2015 ....Mass.
John and Dolores Loftus • 2002 ..................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Lower, Jr. • 1989 ........ Calif.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Lucey • 1998 ....................Virginia
Dr. Lena Lucietto • 2013 ................................... Louisiana
Dr. Thomas J. Ludlum, J.W.C. • 2015 .........New Jersey
Rev. John P. Ludwig • 2005 ........................................Iowa
Mr. Thomas & Alicia Luna • 2014 ........................ Maine
Mr. James Lund • 2018 ......................................Maryland
Mr. Sean Lynch • 2016 ....................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lynch • 2017 ...............Rhode Island
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Margaret MacAvoy • 2001.. Va.
Ms. Joan B. MacDonnell • 2001 ......................Maryland
Mr. Ian R. Macdougald • 2015 ..............................Florida
Mr. Robert E. Mack • 2010 .......................... Washington
Mr. John H. Mackinnon • 2013 .............Massachusetts
Mr. Jesus Maga • 2018.......................................California
Mr. Emanuel Magro • 2017...............................Maryland
Ms. Mary Ellen Mahon • 2015 ............New Hampshire
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony P. Mahowald • 2005 ........Mass.
Ms. Susan Zaremba Malone • 2002 ...........New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Francis X. Maloney, Jr. • 2015 .......Mass.
Mrs. Maryanne Manning • 2000 ........................Florida
Ms. Kathleen M. Manning • 2009 ..............New Jersey
Mr. Brian J. Manning • 2014 ............................ New York
Ms. Mila Marlow • 2015....................................California
Dr. and Mrs. William H. Marmion • 2005 .......... Calif.
Ms. Lucine Marous • 1987 ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. Richard Marth • 2018 ................................. Michigan
Ms. Elenor S. Martin • 2014 ..................... Pennsylvania
Dr. Mary Martinen, M.D. • 2003 .................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Philip A. Mascari • 2015 .........California
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Mattone, Esq. • 2012 ...... N.Y.
Ms. Dana May • 2017 .................................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Mayer • 2018 .................... New York
Mr. Nathaniel Mays • 2018 .......................West Virginia

Mr. Mark J. McCabe • 1997 ...................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Donal F. McCarthy • 1991 ......................... New York
Ms. Marie McConnell • 2012 ........................... New York
Mr. Michael A. McDermott • 2006 ........ Pennsylvania
Ms. Suzanne McDermott • 2015 ........New Hampshire
Dr. Gloria M. McDonnell, Ph.D. • 2005 ........ New York
Rev. John P. McDonough • 1982 ...........Massachusetts
Dr. John R. McDonough • 1999 .................. Washington
Mr. and Mrs. James & Marie McElwee • 2015 .. Wash.
Patrick McEvily • 2012 ...................................... New York
Mr. Arthur I. McEwen • 2005 ......................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. McFarlane • 2016 ...Virginia
Mr. John G. McGoldrick • 2002 ..................... New York
Rev. Richard W. McGowan, S.J. • 1999 ...New Mexico
Ms. Francie McInerney Macmillan • 2018 ......... Calif.
Deacon and Mrs. Ronald L. McIntyre • 1990 .....Mich.
Rev. Henry McKee • 2002 ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. Arthur McKenna • 2014 ............................ New York
Mr. and Mrs. Michael McKenna • 2016 .............Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. McMahon • 2000 ....Maryland
Mr. Brian S. McNiff • 1996 ......................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Dale R. Meers • 2009 ..........................D.C.
Mr. Steven Meier • 2017 ..................................... New York
Mr. Jerome Meier • 2018 .........................Massachusetts
Mr. Ralph Mellusi • 2018 ................................... New York
Mrs. Jan Mendenhall • 2015 ....................................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Merfeld • 2018 ..... Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Merklin • 1994 ..................Kansas
Mr. John E. Metzler • 2000 .................................Virginia
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Meyer • 1985 ............Massachusetts
Mr. Kevin Michel • 2017 .................................... New York
Joe and Linda Michon • 1998 .........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Micklus • 2014 ....New Jersey
Rev. Theodore J. Miller • 1984 ..................................Ohio
Ms. Michelle O. Modugno • 2015 ...............Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Monahan • 2013 .................. Pa.
Joseph M. and Constance M. Mondel • 1997 ......... N.Y.
Ms. Geraldine D. Monteleone • 2006 ........New Jersey
Mr. John C. Moore • 2016 .....................................Indiana
Ms. Ann F. Morgan • 2018 .......................Massachusetts
Jean Moriarty • 2018 .....................................Connecticut
Mr. James T. Morley, Jr. • 2012 ..................Connecticut
Rev. Msgr. Philip D. Morris • 1995 ......................Florida
Ms. Sara L. Morrison • 1980 ......................................Iowa
Mr. Richard F. Morrisroe • 1982 .........................Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Mortell • 2016 .........Colorado
Mr. Robert Mosher • 2018.......................Massachusetts
Ms. Patricia Mostue • 2018 .....................Massachusetts
Fr. Apo Mpanda • 2018 ................................................Iowa
Mr. Richard Mullan • 1998 ............................... New York
Mrs. Margaret F. Mullin • 1972 .............Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Mulvihill • 2010 .........California
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Murphy • 1991 .................... Pa.
Brendan Murphy • 2014 ....................................... Georgia
Ms. Anne Murphy • 2015 .....................................Virginia
Mr. Daniel R. Murray • 2005 ................................Illinois
Rev. Richard M. Myhalyk, S.S.E. • 2013 .........Alabama
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Naumann, M.D. • 2011 .......... S.C.
Mr. Leonard Naumovich • 2018 ...........................Illinois
Ms. Susan J. Nicastro & Mr. John E. Twohig • 2010 ...  
..........................................................................Massachusetts
Rev. Kerry R. Ninemire • 1989 .............................Kansas
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Mr. and Mrs. Samir Nissan • 2007 ...............California
Mr. Joseph P. Nolan • 1997 ....................North Carolina
Mr. Richard T. Nolan, Jr. • 1999 ...................... New York
Mr. P. Terence Nolan • 2014 .....................................Texas
Mr. Richard Nolan • 2017 ..............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Nona • 1985 ....................... Michigan
Ms. Eileen M. Norris • 2015 ..................................Oregon
Mr. Eugene L. Nunziati • 2017 ........................California
Rev. Paul T. O’Connell • 2012 ................Massachusetts
Fr. Paul O’Connell • 2018 ..................................... Georgia
Rev. Maurice J. O’Connor • 1999..........Massachusetts
Ms. Kathleen P. O’Hagan • 2016 ..........................Illinois
Mr. John F. O’Keefe • 2013 ..............................California
Lt. Col. & Mrs. Thomas and Mary O’Malley • 2015 ....  
.................................................................................... Michigan
Mr. Raymond K. O’Neil • 2018 ........................... Arizona
Mr. Hubert J. O’Toole • 2003 .......................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Ochsner • 2016 ..... Nebraska
Mr. Dennis Ohler • 2017 .........................................Illinois
Mr. William J. Okeeffe • 2018 .........................California
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Orr • 2017 .................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. O’Sullivan • 2017 ..............D.C.
Mr. Timothy J. Padgett • 2010 ..............................Florida
Ms. Agnes Pambid • 2016 .......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Joseph Panepinto • 2018 ........................New Jersey
Mary Alyce Pardo • 2018 ................................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Jospeh A. Park • 2018 .............. Louisiana
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Parry • 1988 .....................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond W. Parzych • 2018 ............. N.J.
Ms. Janice M. Patronite • 2015 ......................California
Ms. Susan M. Pauly • 2018 ...................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Peck • 2015 .......... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Helen K. Penberthy • 2009 .......Virginia
Deacon and Mrs. R. J. Penzenstadler • 2016 ....... Ariz.
Mr. Andres Perea-Garzon • 2018 ................... New York
Mr. Edward H. Perry • 2018 .....................................Texas
Mr. & Mrs. Meredith and Thomas Persinger • 2016  ...  
............................................................................West Virginia
Mrs. Doris Pesci • 2007 ............................. Pennsylvania
Rev. David L. Peters • 1988 ....................................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Drew M. Petersen, Jr. • 2009 .......... Utah
Mr. and Mrs. Steven C. Peterson • 2014 ..................N.C.
Fr. Robert F. Pfeiffer • 2015 ........................................Ohio
Dr. and Mrs. Phillips • 2008 .................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Erin Pick • 2014............................................ New York
Mr. Keldon S. Pickering • 2004 ...........................Indiana
Mr. Joh n L . Pick it t a nd Mrs. Ma r y K . Pick it t •  
2008  ............................................................  North Carolina
Leonard F. Pinkley, Jr., M.D. • 2010 ...........Mississippi
Mr. Martin J. Pino • 2010 .......................Massachusetts
Mr. William Plante • 2004 ..........District of Columbia
Rev. James H. Plough • 1998 .............................Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Plue • 2012 ..............California
Ms. Mary Pope-Handy • 2002 .......................California
Mr. Lantz Powell & Mrs. Cathy Powell • 1983 ....Tenn.
Mr. William A. Proefriedt • 2001 ................... New York
Rev. Msgr. Eugene Prus • 2016 .....................New Jersey
Ms. Tricia T. Pyne • 2012...................................Maryland
Most Rev. Francis A. Quinn • 1996 ...............California
Dr. Neil Quinn • 2013 ........................................California
Ms. Catherine A. Quinn • 2015 ............................Oregon
Prof. Brian Abel Ragen • 1994 .......................... Missouri

Mr. Eugene C. Rainis • 1993 ............................. New York
Dr. and Mrs. Jorge Rakela, M.D. • 2002 .......... Arizona
M.J. Ramirez • 2018 ..........................................California
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew T. Rankel • 2012 ...... New York
Mr. Francis Gerald Ray • 2015 ................... Washington
Deacon and Mrs. George W. Reade • 2012 ............ Utah
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff and Teresa Redder • 2015 .......... N.J.
Ms. Kathleen Reehil • 2018 .............................. New York
Mr. John Reehill • 2013 ..................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Regan • 1969 ........... Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Reid • 1995 ............... New York
Ms. Carly Reidy • 2018 .............................Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. Paul and Rosemary Reiss • 1989 ...... N.Y.
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Reuland • 2001 ..........Illinois
Rev. Norman D. Riksen • 2015 ........................ Michigan
Dr. and Mrs. James P. Roach • 2015 ..........Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Robinson • 1987 ......... Delaware
Mr. John S. Rogers • 2014 ................................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Rogers • 2018 .................California
Mr. Robert J. Rokusek • 2014 .....District of Columbia
Ms. Marcia C. Romanansky • 2016 ...........Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Romanow • 2004 ............ N.J.
Mr. Mauro C. Romita • 2017............................. New York
Mr. and Mrs. Guy R. Rorive • 2016 ................California
Mr. Michael Roseman • 2017 ............................... Quebec
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Rossman • 2016 ...........Florida
Ms. Patricia P. Rossmann • 2012 ..............................Iowa
Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Rotella • 2018.............. Nebraska
Ms. Marianne Roth • 2018 ..................................Vermont
Mrs. Helen M. Rothermich • 1988.............Connecticut
Rev. Msgr. John Rowan • 2002 ....................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard C. Rudegeair • 1995 .............. Pa.
Mr. Fred Ruse and Ms. Elizabeth Gold • 2013 .......Fla.
Mr. John Ryan • 2012 ......................................New Jersey
Ms. Marianne Ryan • 2014 ....................................Illinois
Rev. Patrick Ryan, S. J. • 2015 .......................... New York
Mr. Michael Ryan • 2018 ................................New Jersey
Ms. Evelyn M. Saal • 2007 ................................ New York
John and Lou Ella Saam • 2013 ....................... Michigan
Col. and Mrs. John Salomone • 2014 ......Rhode Island
Rev. Warren J. Savage • 2013 .................Massachusetts
Rev. Raymond J. Sayers • 2018 ........................ Michigan
Mark and Margaret Scheibe • 1988 .......... Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Scherr • 1977 ......... Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Schloemer • 2000 ......California
Mr. and Mrs. Kent C. Schmidt • 2017 .................Illinois
Rev. Msgr. Michael S. Schmied • 2014 .............Virginia
Mr. Christopher Schmit • 2017 ............................Illinois
Dr. Eugene J. Schmitt • 1985 ......................................Ohio
Ms. Catherine Schmitt • 2018 ......................... Michigan
Mr. Thomas Schneck • 2016 ............................California
Mr. Steven A. Scholer • 2012 ............................ Nebraska
Mr. John Schoonover • 2016 .................... Pennsylvania
Rev. Donald C. Schramm • 1998 ...................... Missouri
Mr. Richard Schuster • 2018 ................................Indiana
Rev. Arthur B. Schute • 2002 ................................Florida
Ms. Elaine M. Schwab • 2016 ................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Ms. Henry Schwalbenberg • 2015 ............. N.Y.
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Schwieger • 2007 ....... Wash.
Deacon Anthony J. Sciolino • 1998 ................ New York
Mr. Leonard Sciorra • 2014 ...........................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Scott • 2004 ................ Missouri

Ms. Janet M. Seckendorf • 2015...................... New York
Ms. Esther F. Seeley • 2004 ....................Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Segal • 2016 ...........................Ohio
Ms. Macrina H. Seitz • 2004 ............................Maryland
Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Semancik • 1985 ..............Indiana
Ms. Maryann Semancik • 2014 ......................California
Ms. Mary I. Sepucha • 2017 .................................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Serico • 2003 ............. New York
Mr. James A. Serritella • 2015 ..............................Illinois
Sharon and Gregory Shannon • 2017 ......................Ohio
Dr. Sally D. Sharp, M.D. • 2018 ................................. Utah
Mr. Terrence P. Shaughnessy • 1995 ...........Minnesota
Mr. Thomas Shaver • 2017 ................................... Georgia
Dr. P. G. Shaw & Mrs. Paula M. Rooney • 1994 ...Mass.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Shea • 1984 ........................California
Mr. Bartholomew A. Sheehan, Jr. • 1991 ...New Jersey
Ms. Katherine Shen • 2000 .............................California
Ms. Mary Sheppard • 2018 ............................... New York
Mr. Edward J. Sheridan • 2013.............North Carolina
Ms. Barbara Sherry • 2018 .............................New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Shields • 2008 ...................... Pa.
Deacon Thomas Shubeck • 2016..................New Jersey
Mr. Patrick P. Shulfer • 2016 .......................... Wisconsin
Rev. Richard R. Siefer • 2008................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Ronald L. Sigrist • 2013 ..................North Carolina
Sidney S. Simmons • 2012 ......................................Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Roy J. Simms • 2006 ........... Washington
Rev. Kenneth C. Simpson • 2015 ..........................Illinois
Mr. Sam Sirianni • 2016 .................................New Jersey
Dr. Frank Siroky • 2005 ...................................California
Fr. Richard A. Sitzmann • 2012 ................................Iowa
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Amato • 2016 ............ New York
James Skarzynski • 2017 .................................. New York
Ms. Elizabeth J. Skerl • 2006 ....................................Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen & Gail Sladek • 2018 .....Illinois
Dr. Donald J. Slowinski • 2015 ........................Maryland
Mr. James L. Smith • 1997 ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Smith, Jr. • 2014 ..........Mass.
Mrs. Joanne Smith • 2014 ................................California
Rev. Richard S. Sniezyk • 1987 .............................Florida
Mr. & Mrs. Alan & Kathryn A. Souders • 2016 .. Wash.
Dr. Richard F.X. Spagnuolo • 2016 .......Massachusetts
Mr. George T. Spera and Ms. Jane Ginsburg • 2015 ....  
.................................................................................... New York
Mr. Rene Springuel • 2013 ................................Maryland
Casey Stanton • 2018 ...............................North Carolina
R. and C. Steffy • 2018 ........................................ Delaware
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Gregory Stephen • 1993 .....Illinois
Mrs. Therese Stewart • 2015.................................Florida
Ms. Mary Strickland • 2016 ..................................Florida
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah M. and Carole Sugrue • 2014 .....  
.................................................................................... Michigan
Mr. Roger W. Sullivan • 1990 .................Massachusetts
Ms. Rosemary T. Sullivan • 2007 ................... New York
Mr. Frances A. Sullivan • 2013 ........................ New York
Rev. Terrence J. Sullivan • 2014.....................California
Maureen and G. Craig Sullivan • 2015 .........California
Ms. Katherine L. Sullivan • 2015 ..........Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Barry and Winifred Sullivan • 2015 .......  
.........................................................................................Illinois
Mrs. Lucille F. Sullivan • 2016 ...............Massachusetts
Dr. Christopher Sullivan • 2017 ..............................Texas
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Li-Fang Sun • 2018 .............................................California
Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Diane Sundrup • 2016 ........Ohio
Mr. Robert R. Swab • 1997 ..........................................Ohio
Ms. Ann M. Swanson • 1990 ..................Massachusetts
Mr. Anthony J. Tambasco • 2002 ......................Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Laurance Tapper • 2015 .........California
Ms. Cheryl K. Taylor • 2016 ..................................Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Teahan • 1988 ........ New York
Ms. Mary Jane Terrell • 2015 .......................... New York
The Nawal & Jalal Shallal Foundation • 2000 ..Mich.
Mr. Stephen H. Thomas • 1992 ............................Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Thomas • 2016 ...........Texas
Mr. Michael J. Thompson • 1992 ............ Pennsylvania
Ms. Clare Thompson • 2013 ..........................New Jersey
Mr. John M. Thomson • 2014 ...............................Kansas
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K. Tim • 1997 ............. New York
Ms. Ann C. Tobey • 1990 ................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Torres • 1994...................Florida
Rev. Joseph W. Towle, M.M. • 1990 .....Massachusetts
Sr. Marilyn Townbridge • 2018 .................................Ohio
Mr. James M. Tracy and Mrs. Susan R. Tracy • 2014 ..  
.................................................................................... Nebraska
Mr. Thomas Travers • 2017 .............................. New York
Mr. Christopher Treado • 2015 ..........................Virginia
Mr. Robert Tuzik • 2014 .........................................Illinois
Rev. Patrick Tyrrell, S.J. • 2013 ............................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Uelmen • 2018 ...................Florida
Mr. Gregory Ulrich • 2012 ...................................... Maine
Mr. Roy Van Brunt • 2012 ......................................Florida
Mr. Joe Van Brussel • 2017 ............................... New York

Mr. Paul Vance • 2015 ................................................Texas
Jay and Ellen Vancura • 2006 .......................Minnesota
Ms. Cathryn Vanderzicht • 2015 ............... Washington
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Vaughan, Jr. • 1993 .........Mass.
Dr. Julio Vidaurrazaga • 2004 ....................Puerto Rico
Mr. J. Malcolm Visbal • 2000 .........................California
Ms. Cindy M. Vojtech • 2016 .......District of Columbia
Mr. Warren Von Eschenbach • 2017 ..................Indiana
Ms. Rebecca Von Gillern • 2017 ................................Ohio
Rev. John G. Vrana • 2016 ...........................................Ohio
Rev. Josef A. Wagenhoffer • 2014 ................New Jersey
Rev. and Mrs. Walter M. Wagner • 2003 ................... Pa.
Mr. Terrance Wagner • 2015 .................................Florida
Ms. Jeanne S. Walewski • 2016 ....................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Wall • 2001 ................. Georgia
Mrs. Marguerite S. Walsh • 2000 .......... Pennsylvania
Ms. Joanellen Walsh • 2018 ..........................New Jersey
Mrs. Mary Walsh-Hurley • 2013 ..........Massachusetts
Ms. Maureen F. Waters • 2010....District of Columbia
Most Rev. Emil A. Wcela • 1990 ...................... New York
Mr. Kent R. Weber • 2003 ......................................Florida
Mr. Robert A. Wehrer • 2018 .................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Henry J. Weichman & Mrs. Donelle M. Weichman •  
2014 ........................................................................... Texas
Ms. Patricia Weitzel-O’Neill • 2015 ....Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Wekerle • 1993 .......... Arizona
Rev. Msgr. Dale L. Wellman • 2009 ....................Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Westerman • 2017 .......... S.C.
Fr. Bede Wevita • 2017 ........................................... Nevada
Mr. Fredric Wheeler • 2018 .............................. Missouri

Ms. Mariellen Whelan • 1989 ................................ Maine
Ms. Julie Whelan • 2017 ............................................Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Whittam • 2002 ................ N.J.
Emil and Steven Wick • 2016 ..........................California
Ms. Mary S. Wilberding • 2018 ....................... New York
Rev. Leo A. Wiley • 2007 ................................... New York
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Lucy Wilhoit • 2014 .... Minn.
St. William Catholic Church • 2018....................Florida
Mr. Mark J. Williams • 2000 ........................New Jersey
Mr. John M. Williams • 2012 ......................... Wisconsin
Mr. David C. Wilmot • 2015..............................Maryland
Mr. Dennis Wilson • 2015 ............................ Washington
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson • 2018 ........ Pennsylvania
Ms. Martha Wilson-Byrne • 2017 ........Massachusetts
Fr. George C. Wolf • 2012 ...................................... Nevada
Rev. Jonathan A. Woodhall • 2004 .....North Carolina
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Worth • 2014.........Minnesota
Rev. Msgr. Richard W. Woy • 2004 ................Maryland
Mr. David Wright • 2018 .................................New Jersey
Mr. Martin M. Yadrick, Jr. • 2015 .................... Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Yockey • 2012 ................. Arizona
Ms. Kate Youle • 2018 ......................................... New York
Mr. Paul H. Young • 1977 ................................... New York
Rev. J. Zadora • 2018 ........................................... New York
Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Zenker • 2016 .............Minnesota
Bernice Zieminski • 2018 .................................. New York
Ms. Katherine Zuckerman • 2018 ..........................Idaho
Ms. Mary R. Zukowski • 2013 ...............................Illinois

AMERICA GENERAL SUPPORTERS
Mr. Andrew D. Aaron • 2001  .......................... Maryland
Dr. H. D. Abadie • 2012  ..................................  Mississippi
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Abbott • 2003  ....................  Mass.
Dr. Patricia Abernethy • 2014  ......................... Delaware
Ms. Mary Da Silva Abinante • 2008  ...........  California
Ms. Catherine Addington • 2018  .............................  N/A
Dr. Eugene Adelmann • 2012  ..........................  Missouri
Mr. Adeolu & Mrs. Omobolade Ademoyo and Family •
2017  ........................................................................  New York
Ms. Rita J. Adrosko • 1994  .................................  Virginia
Mr. Emmet J. Agoglia • 2000 .........................  New York
Mr. Robert F. Ahern • 1983  ..................................... Texas
Mr. John A. Ahern • 2014  ................................  New York

Ms. Diane E. Alas • 2013  ....................................... Florida
Rev. George S. Albert • 2009  ................  Massachusetts
Ms. Mary M. Albright • 2014  .................................... Ohio
Mrs. Roenna Alegre • 2015  ............................  California
Dr. Loyd Allen • 2013  ............................................ Georgia
Ms. Susanne Allen • 2017  ...........  District of Columbia
Mr. John Allen • 2018  ....................................... Maryland
Mr. Joseph P. Alves • 2016  .......................... Connecticut
Rev. Richard J. Ament • 2009  .................................. Iowa
Rev. Msgr. Gaspar F. Ancona • 2016  ............. Michigan
Annette L. Anderson • 2017  ............................  Colorado
Ms. Elizabeth Anderson • 2018  ................ Connecticut
Ms. Leisa Anslinger • 2015  ....................................... Ohio

Dr. Joseph G. Antkowiak, M.D. • 2004  .......  New York
Ms. Jane Antrobus • 2008  ............................  Tennessee
Ms. Catherine/Sarah Arendt • 2018  .....  Rhode Island
Mr. Ken Arko • 2017  ....................................... New Jersey
Mrs. Louella R. Armstrong • 2005  ...............  New York
Ms. Mary Arnold • 2018  .................................... Michigan
Mr. Keith Arrington • 2016  .................................... Texas
Mr. Christopher Arsement, C.P.A. • 2013  .. Louisiana
Rev. David J. Arseneault • 2013  .............. Pennsylvania
Ms. Mary Kay Artz • 2016  ........................................  Utah
John and Margaret Asbury • 2005  ...............  Missouri
Ms. Mary R. Ashmore • 1985  .........................  New York
Mr.  & Mrs.  Ashmore • 2016 ...........................  New York

Dia Norris

Speaking out for inclusion comes with some 
unpleasant responses, but it makes me proud to 
be a Catholic when I read your articles on our 
responsibility to love those on the margins.  
Here’s hoping you all continue to raise your  
voices in print and other media for another 
century and more, and know you are greatly 
appreciated and cheered.
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Ms. Veronica Asui • 2018  ............................  Washington
Mr. Anthony F. Avallone • 2018  ................  New Mexico
Dr. and Mrs. Donald F. Averill • 2010  .........  California
Rev. Timothy F. Babcock • 1984  ..................... Michigan
Mr. Peter S. Babits • 2018  ............................. New Jersey
Mr. Salvatore Badali • 2018  ................................ Ontario
Mr. Alan Baer • 2014  ........................................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace E. Bailey • 2000  ..............  Conn.
Mr. Kenneth F. Bailie • 2003  .........................  New York
Ms. Alice Baird • 2018  ...........................  South Carolina
Mrs. Angela A. Baker • 2001  ................................... Texas
Ms. Virginia Baker • 2018  ....................  North Carolina
Mr. & Mrs. William & Marchelle Bakken • 2014  ..  Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Bambeck • 2004 .. Maryland
Mr. Joe Banecker • 2018  ........................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Banks • 2010 ...........  Virginia
Ms. Christine Bannan • 2018  ....  District of Columbia
Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Banta • 2018  ......................  D.C.
Rev. Martin F. Barkin • 1996  ................... Pennsylvania
Mr. John E. P. Barnds • 2009  .......................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Barnidge, Jr. • 2005 ....... Mo.
Ms. Maria Barone • 2018  .............................. New Jersey
Ms. Debra Rose Barry • 2018  ........................  California
Ms. Dorothy Barry • 2018  ........................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Helen Barsalou • 2018  .................................  Virginia
Justin Bartkus • 2017  ........................................... Indiana
Ben Bartosik • 2018  ......................................................  N/A
Mr. Edward Basanese • 2018  .................... Connecticut
Mr. Michael Basile • 2013  ...............................  Kentucky
Mr. Rodney Bass • 2016  ........................................ Florida
Mr. Keith Bateman • 2017  ................................ Arkansas
Mr. John Bauer • 2017  ...................................  Mississippi
Mr. and Mrs. Drew J. Bauman • 1990  ...... New Jersey
Mr. Gerard Baumann • 2018  ................  Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Baumbach • 2014  .......... Indiana
Constance Beatty • 2018  .......................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Charles J. Beaupre, Jr. • 2014  ......................  Illinois
Mr. David Beauvais • 2018  ...................................  Illinois
Martin Begley • 2016  ......................................... Delaware
Ms. Katherine Beherec • 2018  .......................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Paul O. Behrends • 1990  ........ Maryland
Mr. Raymond J. Behrendt • 2001  ......................  Illinois
Ms. Mary Behrens • 2018  .................................... Indiana
Mr. Gerald R. Belanger • 2014  ..........  New Hampshire
Mr. and Ms. Steven Bell • 2005  ............................. Texas
Harry and Joan Bellwoar • 2003  ........... Pennsylvania
Ms. Donna Belmont • 2018  .............................  New York
Ms. Stephanie J. Belovich • 2001  ............................ Ohio
Mr. and Ms. Gino Beneditti • 2018  ........ Pennsylvania
Dr. and Mrs. James J. Benjamin, M.D. • 1990  ...... Md.
Mr. Paul J. Beno • 2010  .........................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin P. Berg • 2016  .............. Minnesota
Ms. Myra Berghane • 2016 ......................... Connecticut
Ms. Phyllis A. Bickley • 2014  ....................... New Jersey
Ms. Anne Biermann • 2018  ....................................... Ohio
Ms. Katrina Biermann • 2018  .........................  Missouri
Mr. James Biggins • 2018  ................................ Maryland
Mr. David Bjerklie • 2010  ........................... Connecticut
Mrs. Carol-Ann Black • 2015  .............................. Florida
Ms. Kathryn F. Black • 2017  ......................  New Mexico
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Blanchard • 2018  .... New Jersey
Rev. Joseph J. Blanco • 2013  ...........................  Colorado

Mr. Thomas J. Blaser • 2018  ............................ Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Blasucci • 2010  ........  New York
Mr. Charles Blay, Jr. • 2013  ............................  California
Ms. Christina Blodgett • 2018  ........................... Georgia
Ms. Eloise Blondiau • 2017  .............................  New York
Mr. H. T. Blum • 2018 ............................................ Georgia
Mr. and Mrs. John & Marylyn Blume • 2015  ...  Wash.
Ms. Josefina Bluntzer • 2018  .................................. Texas
Ms. Ruthellyn H. Bobak • 2018  ......................... Indiana
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Boden • 2017  ....................  California
Mr. Herman G. Bodewes • 2012  .........................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Boehm • 2006  .....  Tennessee
Mr. and Mrs. Harry W. Bognich • 2016  ............ Kansas
Mr. Patrick J. Boland • 2014  ................................  Hawaii
Mr. William Boles • 2014  ..............................  Wisconsin
Mr. Trent and Dorinda Bolling • 2016  ..................... S.C.
Mr. Richard Borowski • 2018  ..........................  Colorado
Boston Society of Redemption Fathers • 2014  .  Mass.
Mr. Don Bott • 2018 ................................................... Idaho
Jean A. Bott • 2018  ................................................... Maine
Mr. Sanford Bottino • 2017  ........................  New Mexico
Mr. Timothy R. Bouffard • 2016  ....................  New York
Mr. Dean K. Bouffard and Ms. Kathleen M. Conlin • 
2016  ...........................................................  New Hampshire
Mr. Keith Bourgoin • 2018  .........................................  N/A
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowe • 2018  ..........  Massachusetts
Christina Bowen • 2018  ................................... Maryland
Mr. Brian H. Boyle • 1997  .....................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Boyle • 2018  ............. Indiana
Ms. Geraldine M. Bracken • 2003  ................  New York
Ms. Meredith E. Braden • 2014  ............................. Texas
Mr. John Bradley • 2017  .....................................  Virginia
Mr. John T. Bradt • 2012  ..................................  New York
Ms. Kathryn Brady • 2018  ...............................  New York
Ms. Susan Brandon • 2014  ...................................  Hawaii
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Braun • 2007  ........ Nebraska
Sr. Barbara Breaud • 2018  ............................... Louisiana
Rev. Msgr. William Brennan • 2006  ........ New Jersey
Ms. Rachel M. Brennan • 2012  ....................... Michigan
M.E. Brennan • 2018 .................................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Carole A. Breslin • 2014  .................... Pennsylvania
Fr. William Bried, OFM • 2018  ........................  Arizona
Ms. Rita A. Brinkman • 2017 .................................... Ohio
Ms. Barbara A. Brooks • 2015  ................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Browne • 2018  .................  Pa.
Ms. Bridget Browne • 2018  ................................  Virginia
Ms. Barbara Brownholtz • 2018  ................. New Jersey
Ms. Barbara Brozovic • 2018  ..........................  New York
Ms. Linda Brueckman • 2018 .................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Bruno • 2003  .. Pennsylvania
Ms. Lisa Bryan • 2016  ................................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Bryne • 2018  ............... Maryland
Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Margaret Bubenik • 2012  .  Wash.
Mr. Don Buchal • 2018  ..................................... Maryland
Mrs. Gail Lumet Buckley • 1992  ...................  New York
Mr. Richard Budinich • 2018  ...................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Buffalano • 2014  ....................... Maryland
Ms. Maryanne Bunda • 2007  .......................... Michigan
Mr. Benjamin Bunggay • 2018  ......................  California
Mrs. Anastasia Buraminskaya • 2018  .........  New York
Mr. Paul J. Buras • 2016  ................................... Louisiana
Ms. Martha Ann Burch • 2016  ............................... Texas

Mr. William J. Burke • 2015  .................  Massachusetts
Ms. Mary P. Burke • 2015  ......................  Massachusetts
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Ellen Burkemper • 2015  ... Mo.
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey and Sabina Burns • 2015  ...... Calif.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Burns • 2018  ......................  Illinois
Mr. Christopher D. Butler • 2003  ................  California
Rev. George Andrew Byrne • 2015  ..............  California
Ms. Vivian Cabrera • 2018  ..............................  New York
Mr. Christopher J. Cachat • 2018  .................. Michigan
Dr. Una Cadegan • 2015  ............................................. Ohio
Ms. Marie L. Caffrey • 2012  ..................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Susan Cahill • 2017  ........................................... Texas
Ms. Eileen M. Cain • 2008  ..............................  New York
Mr. James Cain • 2018  ....................................  California
Ms. Creede A. Caldwell • 2018  .....................  Wisconsin
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel and Sidney Callahan • 2016  ..  N.Y.
Ms. Clare Camacho • 2018  .....................................  Guam
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Cameli • 2018  .........  Wisconsin
Ms. Mary Cameron • 2018  .................................  Virginia
Ms. Andrea Campana • 2016  .................................. Texas
Ms. Lucy M. Campanella • 2007  ................ New Jersey
Ms. Marita A. Campbell • 2002  ......................... Kansas
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Campbell • 2008   Pennsylvania
Ms. Diane Capasso • 2018  .......................... Connecticut
Mr. James Cappabianca • 2018  .....................  New York
Sr. Carolyn Capuano, HM • 2014  ............................ Ohio
Ms. Michael S. Carey • 2015  ...........................  New York
Ms. Diane Carlson • 2017  .......................................... Ohio
Mr. Carnevale & Ms. Mahon • 1994  .......... Michigan
Ms. Eileen Carney • 2009  ................................  Montana
Ms. Argelia Carracedo • 2017  ............................. Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Carrier • 2015  ..... Connecticut
Mr. Curtis Carro • 2017  ........................................ Florida
Sister Clarice M. Carroll • 2013  ............  North Dakota
Ms. Margie Carroll • 2018  ..............................  California
Mr. William Carruth • 2016  .................  Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Steven & Jean Carter • 2015  .......... Ohio
Ms. Irma C. Carter • 2018  .....................  Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Carusi • 2015  ........... Delaware
Mr. Michael Caruso • 2018  ..............................  Missouri
Ms. Verity Caruso • 2018  ...................................... Oregon
Christopher and Kathleen Casey • 2018  ......  Vermont
Ms. Rosemary Casey • 2018  ................................  Hawaii
Mr. Louis Cassetta • 2018  ...............................  New York
Mr. Keith Castelino • 2017  ............................... Arkansas
Mrs. Margo Castelli • 2017  .............................  New York
Ms. Glenda Castro • 2018  ................................  New York
Rev. Thomas M. Cembor • 2014  ................. New Jersey
Mr. Mark Cerrato • 2018  ............................ Connecticut
Mr. Mario E. Cerritelli and Dr. Susana M. Cerritelli • 
2015  ........................................................................ Maryland
Rev. John I. Cervini • 2015  .............................  New York
Ms. Theresa Chao • 2013  ...............................  Wisconsin
Ms. Amy L. Chapman • 2016  ................  Massachusetts
Rev. Paul F. Chateau • 2004  ............................ Michigan
Ms. June M. Chenelle • 2014  ...............................  Illinois
Linda Chiera • 2018 ..................................................... Ohio
Ms. Suzanne M. Ching • 2013  .............................  Hawaii
Mr. and Mr. Joseph G. Chisholm • 2018  .....  New York
Mary Chollet • 2018  .....................................................  N/A
Mr. Robert Choquette • 2018  ............................. Ontario
Ms. Kathleen S. Christenson • 1988  ...........  California
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Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence M.O. Chun • 1997 ......  Hawaii
Dr. and Mrs. Paul J. Ciborowski • 1988 .......  New York
Msgr. Douglas P. Clancy • 2014  ................ Connecticut
Ms. Patricia F. Clark • 2013  ............................  New York
Ms. Virginia Clark • 2013  .....................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. M. Robert Clark • 2016  .........  California
Mr. & Mrs. Katherine & Christian Clark • 2017..   N.Y.
Mrs. Karina Clark • 2018  ................................  New York
Mr. Edmund W. Clarke, Jr. • 2004  ..............  California
Mr. Vincent Clarkin • 2014  .............................  New York
Mr. Michael O. Clary • 2012  ............................  Missouri
Deacon Kevin E. Cleary • 2008  ................. New Jersey
Ms. Linda Cleary • 2018  ........................  Massachusetts
Ms. Nancy Coburn • 2016  .....................  Massachusetts
Mr. Calvin Colbert • 2018  ....................................... Texas
Mr. James Coldwell • 2012  ............................ Oklahoma
Mr. Ronald L. Cole • 1987  .................................... Indiana

Msgr. Raymond L. Cole • 2018  ................... New Jersey
Mr. James P. Colgan • 2018  ........................  New Mexico
Rev. Joseph M. Collier • 1996  .......................  California
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Collins • 2016  ...  Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Collopy • 1991  ....................  D.C.
Mr. Paul T. Colpitts • 2002  .................................... Maine
Ms. Allison Colson • 2018  ..........................................  N/A
Mr. Kevin Comeau • 2018  .................................  Vermont
Rev. Douglas G. Comstock • 2008  ................  New York
Mr. John Conahan • 2018 ............................. New Jersey
Ms. Becky Condas • 2018  .........................................  Utah
Sr. Deborah A. Conley, LCM • 2013  ..................  Illinois
Ms. Maureen Connelly • 2018  .......................  New York
Ms. Carol M. Connelly • 2002  ..  District of Columbia
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Connelly • 2016 ............... S.C.
Mr. Donald A. Connolly • 2005  ................................  D.C.
Mr. Peter Connor • 2018  ................................ Minnesota
Mr. John M. Conroy and Mrs. Katherine W. Conroy • 
2000  .......................................................................  New York
Mr. Robert Conway • 2017  .................................  Arizona
Mrs. Anita H. Cook • 2003  ....................................... Ohio
Mr. Ronald E. Cooney • 2015  .......................... Delaware
Sr. Maria A. Cooper • 2014  ....................... Pennsylvania
Mrs. Camille Copeland • 2017  ....................... Louisiana
Ms. Maryann Coravos • 2018  ...............  Massachusetts
Mr. Michael Cordova • 2018  ........................... Winnipeg
Ms. Pearl E. Cordova • 2018  ..............................  Arizona
Mr. John J. Corrou • 2014  ...............................  New York

Fr. Daniel Corrou, S.J. • 2018  ........................  New York
Joseph and Barbara Corry • 1987  ...............  Wisconsin
Ms. Mary C. Costello and Ms. Virginia A. Cohrs •  
1996  .............................................................................  Illinois
Mr. Michael J. Costello • 2015  .......................  New York
Mr Mark Costello • 2018  ........................................... Ohio
Mr. Robert T. Coughlan • 2015  ......................  New York
Ms. Pattie Courtin • 2018 ........................................ Texas
Ms. Audrey Courtney • 2018  ..................... Connecticut
Mr. Matthew Couvillion • 2018  ..........  South Carolina
Ms. Kimberly Cox • 2018  ................................. Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh F. Coyle • 1991  ............ New Jersey
Rev. James P. Coyne • 2009 .......................  Washington
Ms. Caroline Cracraft • 2015  ..............................  Illinois
Ms. Margaret E. Crahan • 2008  ....................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Cramer, Jr. • 2014  ......  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Crawford • 2017  .............  Mass.

Mr. William E. Creed • 2018  ...............................  Illinois
Mr. P.J. Creegan • 2015  ...................................  California
Mr. Richard E. Croker • 1997  .......................... Nebraska
Rev. Daniel J. Crowley • 1999  ..............  Massachusetts
Mr. James P. Crowley • 2006  ..............................  Illinois
John D. Crowley • 2018  ......................................... Florida
Ms. Barbara Cruse • 2018  ............................ New Jersey
Mr. William F. Cuddy, Jr. • 2014  .........  Massachusetts
Ms. Blanca Cummins • 2018  .................................. Texas
Ms. Liana Cunningham • 2017  ....................... Michigan
Ms. Patricia Curran • 2017  .............................  New York
Ms. Chloe Curry • 2012  ..................................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Shaun Curry • 2016  ..........  Rhode Island
Ms. Mary E. Cushing • 2008  .............................  Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. William Cusick • 2012  ..........  California
Lucio & Edvige D’Andrea • 2018  ......................  Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey D’Silva • 2016  ................. Ontario
Ms. Joan T. Dabelko • 2014  .............................  New York
Mr. Jeffrey Daily • 2018  ............................ Pennsylvania
Mr. Pete Daley • 2017 ................................................ Texas
Rev. James Dallen • 2013  ...........................  Washington
Ms. Karen Dalton Cox • 2018  .........................  New York
Ms. Sara Damewood • 2014  .................  South Carolina
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas P. Damico • 2008  ... Maryland
Mr. Paul Dangler • 2018  ...................................  New York
Mr. Alice E. Daniel • 2014  ......................................... Ohio
Mr. Serge Danielson-Francois • 2017  .......... Michigan
Daughters of Charity • 2018  ...........................  New York

Ms. Kathleen Davidson • 2018  ................. Connecticut
Ms. Patty Davidson • 2018  .........................  Washington
Ms. Judith M. Davis • 1996  ................................. Indiana
Mr. Zac Davis • 2017  .........................................  New York
Ms. Donna Davis • 2018  ........................................ Oregon
Rev. Joseph Deane • 2008  ....................................... Texas
Rev. Stephen Deaver • 2005  ............................ Nebraska
Sr. Annette Debs • 2018  ..................................  California
Ms. Marcia Decker • 2015  ......................................... Iowa
Ms. Maria Decker • 2018  ................................  California
Mr. R. Michael Deddens • 2017  ....................  California
Ms. Mary E. Dee • 2002  ...................................  New York
Ms. Anne DeGraaf • 2016  ............................. New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeGuire • 2015  ..........  Wisconsin
Rev. Louis E. Deimeke • 2002  ............................ Nevada
Mr. and Mrs. E. Del Busto • 2018  ....................... Florida
Ms. Kathleen H. Delaney • 2016  ........................ Florida

Ms. Ann Delarot • 2010  ......................................... Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph & Virginia Delfico • 2018  .....  Va.
Ms. Maya Delic • 2018  ..........................................  Quebec
Mr. Richard J. Dellamora • 2015  .................  California
Monica Delmartini • 2017  .............................  California
Ms. Sally S. Desmond • 2009  .......................... Nebraska
Ms. JoAnn DeSpain • 2015  .................................. Oregon
Mrs. Rosemarie DeVivo • 2015  ................. Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Anges & Fred Dick • 2015  .....  New York
Ms. Karen Diefenbach • 2018  .......................  California
Ms. Anna M. DiGenio • 1989  ................  Massachusetts
Mr. Gerald Digre • 2018  ........................................ Florida
Ms. Deborah Dirmeyer • 2018  .....................  Tennessee
Ms. Deborah Divorl • 2017  ..............................  New York
Ms. Francena M. Dodd • 2018  ..................  Washington
Mr. and Mrs. David Dodson • 2014  ...................  Illinois
Mr. Gerald P. Doherty • 2015  .........................  New York
Ms. Mary Domenichini • 2014  .....................  California
Ms. Lenore J. Domers • 2007  .......................  Wisconsin
Mr. Charles Donahue, Jr. • 2016  .........  Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Doney • 1991  .......  New York
Ms. Maryann Donnelly • 2014  .......................  New York
Mr. Leo Donoghue • 2018  ......................  Massachusetts
Ms. Margaret Anne Donohue • 1996  ...........  New York
Ms. Doreen A. Donohue • 2015  ........................... Florida
Mr. Douglas Donohue • 2018  .........................  New York
Rev. Cyril F. Doody • 2014 ...............................  New York
Ms. Mary Doody • 2015  ............................ Pennsylvania

Rosemary and Thomas DeJulio

America magazine energizes our faith and 
commitment to Ignatian spirituality. It hones  
those critical thinking skills that have molded  
our personal and professional lives as leaders for  
the benefit of others.



SEPTEMBER 3, 2018  AMERICA  |  6766  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

Mr. Peter C. Dooley • 2018  ..............................  New York
Ms. Anna Dos Ramos • 2015  .........................  California
Ms. Beth Dotson Brown • 2018  .............. Pennsylvania
Ms. Cecilia Dougherty • 2018  ..................... New Jersey
Mr. Arthur T. Downey • 2005  ........................ Maryland
Ms. Clara M. Doyle • 2001  .................................  Virginia
Mr. Michael Doyle • 2009  ..................................  Virginia
Mrs. Monica Doyle • 2015  ...............................  New York
Mr. James L. Doyle • 2017  ....................  South Carolina
Mr. Alexander G. Draffan, Jr. • 2017  ...........  California
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Droste • 2000  .......... Connecticut
Catherine S. du Breuil & Joseph Merola • 2007  ...  Va.
Mr. Joseph A. Dubanowich • 2006  ...  North Carolina
Mr. Jose Dueno, S.J. • 2018 .............................  New York
Ms. Vicki Duesterhoeft • 2018  ............................ Oregon
Mr. Terrence J. Dugan and Mrs. Diane C. Dugan •  
2014  .......................................................................  California
Dr. and Mrs. John A. Duggan • 1989  ..  Massachusetts
Mr. William Duggan, Jr. • 2018  ...................... Michigan
Ms. Caroline M. Dulle • 2013  ................................. Texas
Mr. Terrence Dumas • 2012  ............................ Michigan
Richard Dunks • 2018  .................................................  N/A
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Dunleavy • 2006  .............  Pa.
Msgr. William A. Dunn • 2006 ................................ Ohio
Ms. Louise Dunn • 2018  .............................. Connecticut
Mr. Michael Dunn • 2018  ..............................  Wisconsin
Mr. John R. Dunne • 2004  ..............................  New York
Ms. Carol Dunphy • 2018  ............................. New Jersey
Mrs. Robert C. Durbin • 1995  ............................ Indiana
Ms. Mary C. Durkin • 2012  ....................................... Ohio
Mr. Paul V. Dwyer • 2005  ..................................... Florida
Dr. Elizabeth S. Dybell, Ph.D. • 2014  ................... Texas
Ms. Eleanor G. Dyett • 2016  .............................  Vermont
Charles and Sonja Earthman Novo • 2003  ....... Texas
Mr. Ryan Ecken • 2018  .....................................  Kentucky
Mr. Robert Egan • 2018  ......................................... Nevada
Mr. Dennis Ehling • 2018  ...............................  California
Ms. Mary F. Ehlinger • 2018  ..................................... Ohio
Ms. Rita Ehrenberg • 2014  ...................................  Illinois
Mr. William C. Ehrhardt • 1988  ................. New Jersey
Mr. Stephen V. Eimers • 2018 ........................  California
Sr. Mary Del Rey Ekler • 2010  ........................  Colorado
Ms. Martha Ellert • 2018  ......................................  Illinois
Ms. Susan Elliott • 2017  .........................................  Alaska
Mr. Cielito O. Elliott • 2018  ................................. Nevada
Mr. T.J. Elliott • 2018  .................................... New Jersey

Dr. Edward A. Ellis • 1991  .................................... Florida
Mr. Joseph G. Ennis • 2018  .............................  New York
Mr. John J. Entwistle • 1998  ..........................  New York
Jim Eraci • 2018  ............................................................  N/A
Ms. Sharon Erkman • 2016  .......................... New Jersey
Col. Charles R. Erlinger • 2014  .............................. Texas
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Ertmer • 2018  ......  Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Evans • 2018  ....................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Evert, Jr. • 2017 .........  Illinois
Mr. Dan Faas • 2017  ..........................................  New York
Ms. Eileen Faas • 2018  ...................................... Michigan
Ms. Kelly S. Fairweather • 2012  ....................  New York
Mr. Nicholas Falco • 1989  ...............................  New York
Ms. Helen Falcone • 2018  ........................... Connecticut
Mr. Yvette Fallandy • 2018  ............................  California
Ms. Patricia Fallon • 1983  ............................... Maryland
Ms. Marilyn Falvey • 2017  ..............................  New York
Fr. Robert Fambrini, S.J. • 2014  ..................  California
Ms. Nancy Fava • 2017  .....................................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Feloney • 2018  ........  California
Ms. Pulseira Feminina • 2018  ...............................  Brazil
Rev. Robert J. Fenzl • 2000  ..........................  Wisconsin
Deacon Dismas Fernandez • 2014  .....................  Illinois
Dr. and Mrs. Luis Fernandez-Rocha • 2014  ... Florida
Ms. Ellen Ferrone • 2013  ......................  North Carolina
Mr. James F. Fetscher • 2018  .............................. Florida
Dr. Joseph F. Fiala • 1990  .......................................... Ohio
Mr. David Fikstad • 2018  ...................................... Oregon
Ms. Janet Fimbres • 2018  ..................................... Oregon
Ms. Barbara Fink • 2006  ........................................... Ohio
Mr. Thomas B. Finn • 2015  .......................... New Jersey
Ms. Maureen Finnegan • 2018  ................... New Jersey
Ms. Mary Finnerty • 2018  ....................................  Illinois
Mr. Kevin J. Fischer and Ms. Frances A. Mooney •  
2018  ...........................................................................  Virginia
Ms. Ellen Fishman • 2015  ...............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund J. FitzGerald • 1997  .......... S.C.
Dr. Paul F. Fitzgerald, M.D. • 2006  .................  Virginia
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Fitzgerald, Sr. • 2012  ........ Md.
Mr. Tom P. Fitzgerald • 2018  ........................ Minnesota
Sr. Agatha Fitzgerald • 2018  ..................................... Ohio
Ms. Mary Ann Fitzgibbon • 2012  .................  New York
Ms. Kathryn Fitzsimmons • 2013  ................ Maryland
Mr. Patrick F. Flaherty • 2005  ...........................  Illinois
Ms. Mary Sue Flanagan • 2015  .................................  D.C.
Sr. Mary P. Flattery • 2015  ......................... Connecticut

Gef Flimlin • 2018  .......................................... New Jersey
Miss Barbara Floodman • 2015  .....................  Missouri
Mr. Sean Flynn • 2015  ................................... New Jersey
Mr. Louis J. Fohn • 2016  .......................................... Texas
Mr. Thomas P. Folan, Jr. • 2014  ...........  Massachusetts
Mr. Kevin Foley • 2018  ......................................... Ontario
Ms. Margaret E. Folger • 2018  ........................... Indiana
Ms. Nancy Fontenot • 2007  ............................ Louisiana
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. & Joan M. Formisano • 2016  ....   
.................................................................................... New York
Dr. Eve Forrest • 2016  .....................................  California
Mr. and Mrs. John Forslund • 2014 .................. Georgia
Mr. Nathanael L. Foshage • 2018  ...................  Colorado
Ms. Janice L. Fournier • 2016  ................... Connecticut
Fr. Thomas Fowler • 2015  ...................  New Brunswick
Jeanne Foy • 2017  ....................................................  Alaska
Mr. Frank A. France • 2017  ............................ Louisiana
Michelle Francl-Donnay • 2018  ............. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Franz and Barbara A. Lefebvre • 
2016  .......................................................................  California
Mr. Joseph P. Fredrick & Mrs. Barbara B. Fredrick • 
2010  .......................................................................  California
Ms. Patricia Freeburg • 2018  ....................  Washington
Mr. Nicholas Frega • 2018  ..........................................  N/A
Dr. and Mrs. R. Terrell Frey • 2004  ....................... Ohio
Ms. Helga Frick • 2018  .....................................  New York
Mr. Gavin Frost • 2018  ......................................  Australia
Mr. and Mrs. Dante P. Fuligni • 2000  ......................  Pa.
Ms. Mary Furlong • 2014  .................................  New York
Dr. and Mrs. Dominick Gadaleta • 2016  .....  New York
Mr. Guy Gagne • 2017  .......................................  New York
Rev. James L. Gahan • 2015  .............................  Missouri
Mr. Edward J. Gallagher, III • 2014  ....................... Iowa
Andrew and Marie Galligan • 2003  ............  California
Ms. Carly A. Gannon • 2017  ............................  New York
Dr. and Mrs. Efrain Garcia • 1997  ........................ Texas
Rev. David H. Garcia • 2001 .................................... Texas
Ms. Maria Garcia • 2018  .................................  California
R. Garcia Vazquez • 2017  .............................. New Jersey
Ms. Natalie Garda • 2018  ........................................... Ohio
Mr. John A. Garisto • 2017  ....................  Massachusetts
Msgr. Paul V. Garrity • 2017  .................  Massachusetts
Ms. Kathleen T. Garry • 2003 ........................  New York
Rev. James W. Garvey • 1990  .................. Pennsylvania
Mrs. Dorothy E. Garvin • 2010  ......................  New York
Ms. Claire Gaudiani • 2017  .............................  New York
Mr. Ernest Gauthier • 2018  .............................  Missouri
Rev. J. Duane Gavitt • 2018  ..................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Elizabeth Gavula • 2001  ................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Carey Geghan • 2017 ...................................... Florida
Mr. Eric Geiser & Mrs. Leslie Geiser • 2015 ......  Mich.
Christopher Gelke • 2018  ...........................................  N/A
Mr. Paul Gerosky • 2018  ........................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Emad Ghith • 2018  .......  South Carolina
Dr. Lillian Gibbons • 2016  ............................... Maryland
Deacon and Mrs. Paul A. Gifford • 1994  ..... Maryland
Mr. Phill Giggey, Sr. • 2018  .................................  Virginia
Rev. Michael E. Giglio • 1993  .............................. Florida
Ms. Dorothy Gillan • 2009  ............................  California
Mr. William Gilles • 2017  ........................... Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Gillespie • 2000  .....................  Pa.
Mr. George B. Gilmore • 2009  ......................... Alabama
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Ms. Rachel Girard • 2015 ........................................ Maine
Mr. Edward Girres • 2010  ......................................... Iowa
Ms. Marion Gittings • 2018  .................  North Carolina
Mr. and Ms. James Gleason • 2015  ...............  New York
Ms. Mary C. Gleason-Brown • 2018  ..  Massachusetts
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Gliatto, M.D. • 2010  .............  Pa.
Ms. Nina G. Glorioso • 2008  .......................... Louisiana
Ms. Mary Monahan Glynn • 2018  ......... Pennsylvania
Ms. Paula Godar • 2018  .....................................  Missouri
Ms. Nathalie Godinot • 2016  .............................. Indiana
Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert • 1988  ............  Illinois
Mr. Robert Golia • 2018  ...................................  New York
Mr. John Goltz • 2013  ....................................... Maryland
Mr. George G. Gonzalez • 2018  ................................ Ohio
Ms. Lauren Gonzalez • 2018  ..................... Connecticut
Mr. Jospeh Goode • 2018  .............................. New Jersey
Mr. Michael R. Goonan • 2003  ......................  New York
Mr. Hubert Gordon • 2003  ...................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Nancy Gordon • 2014 ............................. New Jersey
Rev. Francis P. Gorman • 2004  .....................  New York
Bob Gorman • 2018  ..................................................... Ohio
Rev. David H. Gosnell • 2014  .............................. Indiana
Mrs. Frances S. Grace • 1999  .......................  Wisconsin
Mr. Edmund Grace • 2018  ..................................  Virginia
Mr. Todd A. Graff • 2009  ............................... Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. Graham • 1983  ......  Kentucky
Ms. Deborah S. Grant • 2018  ...............  South Carolina
Mr. Richard Grant • 2018  ................................  New York
Rev. Susan Grant Rosen • 2017  ............  Massachusetts
Ms. Marita Green • 2013  .......................... Pennsylvania
Patricia R. Green • 2015  .................................  Tennessee
Ms. Diane D. Greenberg • 2018  .....................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. E. James Greiner • 2012  ........  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Gary E. Greiner • 2018  ..................... Ohio
Mr. Albert Grendler • 2017  ....................................... Iowa
Mr. John Griesbach • 2014  .............................  California
Ms. Laura Griffel Ashbaugh • 2018  ...................  Illinois
Ms. Julie Griffin • 2010  ..........................  Massachusetts
Ms. Elizabeth Griffith • 2018  ......................... Maryland
Mr. Thomas Griffith • 2018  .............................. Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Grilli • 2017  ................. New Jersey
Ms. Marie-Laure Grimaldi-Marvel • 2017  ........  Mass.
Ms. Maria Grimminger • 2015  ....................... Michigan
Mr. Charles J. Groppe • 2006  ........................  New York
Rev. Robert D. Grosch • 2008  .........................  Montana
Ms. Peggy Grossman • 2015  ................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Grosso • 2016 ........... Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Groulx • 2018  ..................... Michigan
Rev. Wayne Gubbels • 2007 ...................................... Iowa
Mr. Thomas Guilfoi • 2003 ........................  Washington
Mr. Darnell R. Guillory • 2018  ....................... Louisiana
Mr. Joseph Guiltinan • 2018  ........................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Francis S. Guistolise • 2012  ......  Illinois
Mr. Amado Gutierrez • 2016  .....................  New Mexico
Rev. James A. Habelwitz • 2007  .................  Wisconsin
Mrs. Karen Marie Habersky • 2015  ...... Pennsylvania
Jorge and Marcia Hadad • 2018  .........................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hale • 2009 ........ Pennsylvania
Mr. Jeremiah F. Hallisey • 2013  ...................  California
Mr. Joe Hall • 2018  ............................................. Nebraska
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Halpin • 1990  ................  Mass.
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Halpin • 2018  ................ New Jersey

Ms. Melanie J. Halvorson • 2009  ......................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ham • 2018  ...............  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Hamilton, Jr. • 1995  .......  N.Y.
Ms. Doris Hand • 2010  ....................................  California
Ms. Kathryn A. Hand • 2016  ....................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. and Mrs. Robert J. Handley • 2004  .......   
.................................................................................... Michigan
Rev. Msgr. Sharron Hanisch • 2018  ............ Oklahoma
Ms. Janet Hannon • 2012  ................................  New York
Ms. Adele Hanrahan • 2018  .................................  Illinois
Ms. Lynn Hansen • 2015  .................................  California
Mr. John Hansen • 2018  ................................... Delaware
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen U. Harders • 1989  .... Maryland
Mr. John J. Hardiman • 2007  ........................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Harkins • 2006   New Jersey
Mr. Ryan Harnedy • 2018  ......................  Massachusetts
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence and Susan Harr • 2015  .....  Neb.
Mrs. Doris Z. Harrington • 1985  .............. Connecticut
Mr. Michael A. Harrington • 2014  .................... Georgia
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Harrington • 2015 .......  Mass.
Ms. Kathleen Harrington • 2018  ........  Massachusetts
Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Harris • 2005  ............  New York
Mr. and Mrs. William Harrison • 2018  ............... Texas
Ms. Mary Hart • 2018  ................................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Ann M. Hassett • 2012  ....................................... Ohio
Ms. Maureen A. Glemser and Ms. Joan E. Hathaway • 
2018  ................................................................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Norton Hatlie • 2016  ........................ Iowa
Ms. Rita L. Haugh • 2008  .............................. Minnesota
N. J. Havel and P. N. Havel • 2018  ................  California
Mr. Kevin Haworth • 2018  ........................................ Ohio
Rev. James M. Hayes, S.J. • 2014  ........  Massachusetts
Ms. Margo Hayes • 2018  ................................. Oklahoma
Rev. Alex Hazzouri • 2014  ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. Bob Healy • 2018  .......................................  California
Rev. Philip A. Hearn • 2009  ...........................  New York
Mr. Peter Hebein • 2013 ........................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Dan and Peg Hebert • 2014  ........ Kansas
Sr. Rita Hecker • 2017  ................................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Martha M. Heidkamp • 2014  ........................... Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Clovis Heimsath • 2016  ................. Texas
Ms. Margaret Heino • 2018 .............................  New York
Ms. Grace E. Heising • 2016  ................................ Florida
Ms. Joann Held • 1989 ................................... New Jersey
R. M. and P. T. Helmer • 2017  ...................... New Jersey
Dr. N. Pierre Helou • 2014  ...............................  New York
Mr. Brian Hennessey • 2018  ................................  Illinois
Mr. Charles G. Hennessy • 2016  .......................  Virginia
Ms. Kerry Henning • 2018  ...................................  Illinois
Mr. Patrick Heslin • 2016  ..................................... Florida
Rev. Roger J. Hessian • 1989 ......................... Minnesota
Ms. Marguerite Hessian-Gatz • 2017  ........ Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Hickey • 2018  .................... Ohio
Mr. Richard J. Higgins • 1984  ...................................  D.C.
Rev. Thomas M. Higgins • 2003  ............ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. William Higgins • 2016  .... Connecticut
Mrs. W. J. Hill • 2015  ................................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Robert E. Hinckley • 2016  ............................  Illinois
Ms. Joanne Hincks • 2018  ................................... Ontario
Mr. Charles H. Hines • 2018  .................  Massachusetts
Ms. Rosemary Hoban • 2018  ...............  North Carolina
Mr. John Hoffmann • 2018  ..............................  Missouri

Ms. Sally Hogan • 2018  ........................................ Indiana
Rev. David Holloway • 2013  .............................  Missouri
Mr. Ronald Holman • 2017  ...................  Massachusetts
Mr. Ronald J. Hooker • 2018  .................................... Ohio
Mr. Robert Horan • 2018  ....................................  Virginia
Mr. George M. Horey • 2018  ..............................  Virginia
Ms. Rebecca Horton • 2018  ..........................  Tennessee
Ms. Gisele Hoskinson • 2018  ..............................  Alberta
Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Hothorn • 2012  ............. Florida
F. J. Houghton • 2008  .................................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Houlihan • 2012  ...............  Pa.
Deacon Joseph F. Houser • 2012  ............ Pennsylvania
Ms. Deanna Howes • 2016  .........  District of Columbia
Mr. George F. Howlett, Jr. • 2006  ...............  Wisconsin
Mr. Timothy Hoye • 2017  ............................. New Jersey
Rev. Daniel R. Huber • 2002  ...........................  Colorado
Mr. Alec Hufford • 2017  ...................................  New York
Ms. Kelly Hughes • 2018  .......................................  Illinois
Mr. Scott Huizenga • 2016  ............................... Michigan
Mr. Samuel Hull • 2015  ............................................ Texas
Ms. Ann D. Hungerman • 2006  ...................... Michigan
Dr. Martha Hunt • 2014  ..................................  California
Ms. Emilee Hunter-Maguire • 2018  ............. Nebraska
Mr. Denny Hunthausen • 2017  .................  Washington
Mr. James Huse • 2018  ........................................  Virginia
Leroy J. and Virginia L. Hushak • 2002  ............... Ohio
Mr. Peter J. F. Hussey • 2002  .................... Connecticut
Mr. Michael Hutchins • 2018  ..............................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Iannacone • 2018  ............  Pa.
Ms. Deborah Igarashi • 2017  .................................. Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Inglesby, M.D. • 2018  ... N. J.
Mr. Robert L. Inglis, Jr. • 2015  ............................  Illinois
Ms. Donna Ioppolo • 2018  ....................................  Illinois
Mr. Frank P. Iovine • 1995  ..............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Irving • 2018  ..................  Pa.
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Iwobi • 2016  ...............  New York
Ms. Katharine Jackson • 2017  ............................ Kansas
Ms. Fay R. Jackson • 2018  ....................................... Texas
Rev. Joseph A. Jacobi • 1993  .......................... Oklahoma
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Jacoby • 2018  .......... New Jersey
Mr. Louis Janelle • 2017  ............................................ Ohio
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Januzzi • 1990  ...... New Jersey
Ms. Joan Jarosek • 2015  .......................................... Texas
Miss Christine A. Jarvis • 2007  ...................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Jobin • 2016  ....................  Illinois
Mr. Gerald W. Johnson • 2002  ....................... Nebraska
Ms. Jennifer Johnson • 2016  ........................... Michigan
Ms. Rachel Johnson • 2018  ............................  California
Enoch Johnson • 2018  ......................................  New York
Mr. Robert Jones • 2015  ................................... Arkansas
Dr. Janice M. Jordan • 2016  ................  North Carolina
Mr. Michael Jordan • 2018 ...................................... Texas
Mr. Mitchell Horowitz and Ms. Milagros Jorge •
2018  ............................................................................Virginia
Fr. Methanath J. Joseph • 2018  ............................. Texas
Mr. Peter P. Kalac • 2003  ............................. New Jersey
Ms. Ruby J. Kammerer • 2014  ........................  Montana
Ms. Mary Beth Kamp • 2008  .......................... Michigan
Dr. Francis J. Kane, Jr. • 2007  ........................... Georgia
Mr. Dennis Kane • 2015  ..............................  New Mexico
Mr. Donald Kaperick • 2010  ......................  Washington
Ms. Tari L. Karbowski • 2017  .........................  New York
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Dr. Philip Karst • 2015  ......................................  Missouri
Mr. James Keane • 2017  ..................................  New York
Mr. & Mrs. C. Philip & Julia Kearney • 2014  ....  Mich.
Ms. Mary R. Keeling • 1996  .................................  Illinois
Mr. John Kehoe • 2015  ............................................. Texas
Mr. John Keiser • 2017  ..................................... Maryland
Mr. John D. Kelleher & Ms. Viki A. Fowler • 2005  .....   
.........................................................................  Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. Terry F. Keller • 1985 ......... Connecticut
Rev. Edward J. Kelly • 2012  ..................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Kelly • 2016  ......... New Jersey
Ms. Kathryn Kelly • 2017  ...........  District of Columbia
Ms. Claire M. Kelly and Ms. MaryAnne MacDonnell • 
2018  ............................................................................. Florida
Ms. Regina Kelly • 2018  ...................................  New York
Mr. Michael Kelly • 2018  ......................................  Illinois
Ms. Rachel Kelly • 2018  ........................................  Illinois
Ms. Cecile Kelly • 2018  ...............  District of Columbia
Ms. Christine H. Kemp • 2002  ......................  New York

Ms. Elizabeth C. Kennedy • 2017  .......  Massachusetts
Ms. Beth Kennedy • 2018  .....................  North Carolina
Mr. John J. Kenny • 2003  ..................................  Virginia
Mr. Peter C. Kenny • 2010  .....................  Massachusetts
Ms. Janet M. Keogan • 2012  ...........................  New York
Ms. Pamela Keogh • 2015  ................................  New York
Ms. Kristine Keough • 2018  ......................................  N/A
Mr. Kenn Kern • 2015  .......................................  New York
Ms. Ellen L. Kiel • 2018  .................................... Maryland
Mr. John Kiely • 2008  ....................................... Michigan
Rev. Michael F. Kiernan • 2018  ....................  California
Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Kilduff • 2012  ....................  Virginia
Rev. John C. Killeen • 2012  .......................... New Jersey
Dr. David P. Killen and Mrs. Patricia O. Killen • 2007  
..............................................................................  Washington
Mr. Stephen Kimbell • 2018  ................................ Florida
P. M. King and M. S. King • 2018  .................... Delaware
Mr. Jeffrey Kinnier • 2018  .................................. Georgia
Mr. and Mrs. John and Mary Klaus • 2015  .....  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Klein • 2017  ...................  Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. Klein • 2018  ...........  Wisconsin
Rev. Marvin J. Klemmer • 2001  ............  North Dakota
Ms. Mary E. Klink • 1989  ..............................  Wisconsin
Mr. Denny Klosterman • 2015  ........................  Missouri
Mrs. Thomas S. Knight, Jr. • 1990  ........... Connecticut
Mrs. James C. Knop • 2000 .............................  Missouri

Ms. Elizabeth Knowles • 2016  ............  South Carolina
Mr. Joseph Kobos • 2013  ......................................... Texas
Deacon and Mrs. Paul Konold • 2016  .............  Virginia
Mr. Stanley P. Kopacz • 1987  ................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Kopff • 2016  ...............  Missouri
Mr. and Mrs. Walter A. Korfmacher • 2018  ..........  N.J.
Mr. and Mrs. Brad and Jean Korte • 2015  .......  Illinois
Ms. Mary Kosick • 2018  ....................................... Georgia
Mr. Jeff Koskulics • 2018  .............................. New Jersey
Mr. Robert Kowalsky • 2018  ........................  Wisconsin
Mr. and Mrs. William V. Krause • 1988  ........... Florida
Ms. Mary J. Kreidler • 2018 ............................  Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Richard & Debbie Krohn • 2018  ...... Ga.
Mr. Joseph C. Kuestersteffen • 2015 ................. Kansas
Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Kupke • 1989  ....... New Jersey
Dr. A. Peter Kurtz • 2003  ......................  Massachusetts
Mr. Scott Kurz • 2018  .......................................  New York
Mr. Michael R. Kuse • 2016  .................................  Illinois
Mrs. Marie J. Kushner • 2010  .................................. Ohio

Mr. Andes Kwok • 2018  ....................... Ontario, Canada
Mr. Matthew Kyrish • 2018  .......................................  N/A
Rev. Arthur J. La Baff • 2014  ..........................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. La Centra • 2016  ......... Florida
Dr. and Mrs. Mariano F. La Via • 2000  ................... S.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. LaBelle • 2016  ............  Wash.
Shayne Labudda • 2018  ..................................  Wisconsin
Fr. Stephen J. LaCanne • 1997  ..................... Minnesota
Ms. Nuria Lacklen • 2017  ...........................  Washington
Hon. John J. LaFalce • 2018  ...........................  New York
Ms. Lois Lafayette • 2018  .......................................... Ohio
Mr. Michael Lally • 2017 ............................. Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Lambert, Jr. • 2018  ..... Ohio
Mr. Loyd Lamois • 2017  ......................................  Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Landfield • 2017 ....... Maryland
Ms. Joan Landon • 2017  ........................................ Florida
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Lane • 2015  .................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald F. Lange • 2010  ...  South Dakota
Mr. Terence Langley • 2017  ..........................  Wisconsin
Sr. Michelle Langlois • 2018  ...............................  Alberta
Ms. Olga Bensi Latessa • 2015  .......................  New York
Ms. Florence Laureira • 2012  ............................. Florida
Ms. Dolores R. Leckey • 2006  ...........................  Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Lederer • 2018  ...........  Illinois
Ms. Joan Lee • 2018  ........................................ Minnesota
Mr. Richard Leidl • 2016  ................................. Maryland

Mr. Jeffrey T. Leitch • 2016 ....................................... Ohio
Ms. Mary T. Lemanek • 2017 ........................... Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Russell P. Lemker • 2007  .... Minnesota
Ms. Beth Lenahan • 2018  ................................  New York
Ms. Anne Marie Leofanti • 2015  ........................  Illinois
Ms. Maureen Leventhal • 2018  ................................  D.C.
Ms. Jeannine T. Levesque • 2014  .....  New Hampshire
Ms. Georgette Levesque • 2017  .....................  New York
Ms. Kristin A. Lewandowski • 2012  ..  Massachusetts
Ms. Maire Liberace • 2018  ..............................  New York
Ms. Mary Limeburner • 2018  ............................  Quebec
Ms. Judith A. Lindbom • 1999  .....................  Wisconsin
Ms. Judith A. Linden • 2015  ...........................  New York
Ms. Kathryn Lisansky • 2016 .................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Sandra R. Lizza • 2018  .......................... New Jersey
Mariana Llanso • 2017  .......................................... Florida
Ms. Patricia Lo • 2018  ........................................... Ontario
Ms. Mary P. Loftus • 2012  ..............................  California
Mr. Bob Loftus & Mrs. Mary Jo Loftus • 2014...Minn.

Ms. Maria Lonczak • 2017  ...............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Long • 2010  .............  Colorado
Mr. Laurence Long • 2018  ..................................  Arizona
Mr. John D. Long-Garcia • 2018  ......................  Arizona
Ms. Estela Lopez • 2015  ..................................  California
Ms. Judith Lorrig • 2017  ................................ Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Francis & Mary Lostumbo • 2013  .. Md.
Ms. Jane Loughlin • 2017  ................................  New York
Mrs. Joanne Love • 2014  ..................................... Georgia
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Low • 2018  ........ Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Atherton C. Lowry • 2015  ..................  Pa.
Mr. Guillermo Loyola • 2017  .........................  California
Kenneth Ludescher • 2018  ............................ Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Lukesh • 2018  ................. S.C.
Dr. Daniel T.W. Lum, M.D. and Ms. Mary K. Deeley • 
2016  .............................................................................  Illinois
Mr. Rafael Luna • 2018  .....................................  New York
Mr. Thomas R. Lundstrom • 2012  .................  Colorado
Mr. Peter Lupario • 2014  ....................  New Hampshire
Mr. Philip J. Lyman • 2013  .............................  New York
Mary Lynch • 2018  ...................................................... Iowa
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Lyons • 1990  ..................  Mass.
Mr. Tom Lyons • 2018  .......................................  New York
Ms. Laura Lyons Karrh • 2018  ............  South Carolina
Yvonne Mac Cormack • 2018  ...............  Massachusetts
Ms. Claudia Macaluso • 2018  .......................... Michigan

Diana Perez

I want to congratulate America for the excellent issue on 
Latinos in the U.S. Catholic Church from this past April. 
It was the first time I could relate to a magazine that was 
intelligent, articulate and knowledgeable about the Latino 
community. No magazine that I can recall has ever done 
that....This is trailblazing work!
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Sr. Claire Macdonald • 2004  ..........................  New York
Rev. Paul V. MacDonald • 2006  ..........  Massachusetts
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph and Ellen A. Macek • 2003 ..... Md.
Mr. Paul F. Mackey • 1993  .................................... Nevada
Mr. and Mrs. John Madden, Jr. • 1990  .............  Illinois
Mr. Edward Madden • 1993  ..................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Samir Madden • 2018  ..................................  Arizona
Mr. William A. Maddigan • 1997  .................  California
Ms. Sandra Madigan • 2017  .............................  Colorado
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Maher • 1993  .... Pennsylvania
Sister Walter Maher • 2016  .................................... Texas
Mr. Cornelius C. Maher • 2018  ............  Massachusetts
Mr. Ed Mahoney • 2018  ........................................ Florida
Anne Mahoney • 2018  .................................................  N/A
Mr. and Mrs. Malarkey • 2006  ...................... Maryland
Ms. Margaret Mallin • 2018  .................... Pennsylvania
Deacon Ma llinger & Ms. Mallinger • 2015 ...Texas
Sr. Franceline Malone • 2017  .................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Helen Manaras • 1990  ...............................  Montana
Mary Ellen Mandry • 2018  .............................  New York
Ms. Regina Maney • 2018  .............................................  S.C.
Mr. Nicholas Mangieri • 2018  ..................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mangino • 2018  ...... New Jersey
Rev. Martin K. Mannion • 1999  .....................  Missouri
Ms. Janaan Manternach • 2013  .............................. Iowa
Caroline D. Marcotte • 2018  .......................... Maryland
Ms. Katherine Maria • 2017  ...........................  New York
Ms. Jeanette Marin • 2018  ............................. Maryland
Mr. Michael Marino • 2012  ....................... Connecticut
Rev. Joseph Markalonis, TOR • 2012  ... Pennsylvania
Mr. James J. Marshall • 2003  .................  Rhode Island
Mr. and Mrs. William Marston • 2016  ............... Maine
Mr. Rick Martija • 2018  ................................... Maryland
Mr. Bernard T. Martin • 2018  ................................ Texas
Ms. Jacqueline Martin • 2018  ................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Lisa Martinson • 2018  .........................  Washington
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald & Margaret Martone • 2015..Ohio
Ms. Margaret E. Maruschak • 2015  .............  New York
Ms. Bernardine Matelis • 2017  ...................... Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Maurer • 2010  ......  New York
Mr. Paul Max • 2018  ...........................................  Colorado
Ms. M. Catherine Mayleben • 2017  ...  North Carolina
Mr. Robert McAdams, Jr. • 2003  .................  California
Mr. and Mrs. John F. McCabe, Jr. • 2017  .... Maryland
Rev. Msgr. William J. McCaffrey • 2002 ................  R.I.
Mr. John P. McCann, Jr. • 2003  ............. Pennsylvania
Mr. E Michael McCann • 2010  ....................  Wisconsin
Mr. Kevin W. McCanna • 2017  ...........................  Illinois
Mr. Brian McCarthy • 2000  ..........................  California
Fr. Tom McCarthy, OSA • 2015  ..........................  Illinois
Ms. Mary E. McCarthy • 2018  .................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. James D. McChesney • 2018  ......... Miss.
Rev. James J. McConnell • 2003  ..................  New York
Mr. James McConnell • 2018  .................... Connecticut
Rev. Edward T. McCorry • 2004  ...................  New York
Mr. Robert N. McDonald • 1987  .................... Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. William McDonald • 2015  .........  Illinois
Ms. Anne McDonald • 2017  ..................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Thomas McDonnell • 2018  .......................... Ireland
Dr. Katie McDonough • 2012  .............................. Nevada
Rev. James McDonough • 2013  ............................. Texas
Mr. Robert McDonough • 2014  .............. Pennsylvania

Mr. Thomas J. McElligott • 2012  .......................  Illinois
Ms. Mary Mcenany • 2013  ...............................  Colorado
Mary Ellen F. McEvily • 2014  ........................  New York
Mr. Arthur McFadden • 2018  ....................................  N/A
Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Jacqueline McGee • 2018  ..... Ala.
Ms. Mary McGlone • 2018  ................................... Oregon
Mr. John McGlynn • 2014  .................................... Florida
Mr. John J. McGovern • 2009  .......................  New York
Rev. Seamus McGowan • 2014  .............................. Texas
Sr. Lorraine McGrew • 2018  .................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Madeleine Z. McGuinness • 2018  .................... N.C.
Ms. Eileen G. McHugh • 2004  .......................  Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McIvor • 2018  .... Pennsylvania
The Hon. J. Kevin McKay • 1977  ..................  New York
Mrs. Catherine A. McKeen • 1982  ................  New York
Bill and Debbie McKenna • 2013  ...................  Missouri
Mrs. Mary A. McKenna • 2014  ............... Pennsylvania
Rev. Francis P. McKenna • 2014 ........................ Georgia
Ms. Ashley McKinless • 2017  .........................  New York
Ms. Ester L. McKnight • 2018  ........................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McLane • 1996  ....  Washington
Ms. Mary J. McLaughlin • 2005  ............ Pennsylvania
Mr. William McLaughlin • 2018  ............ Pennsylvania
Rev. James R. McLellan • 2012  ...........  Massachusetts
Mr. Randall D. McMahon • 2002  ................  California
Ms. Frannie McMahon • 2018  ............................ Oregon
Ms. Jane McNabb • 2018  ..................................... Georgia
Ms. Ann McNally • 2017  ........................... Pennsylvania
Mr. John D. McNamee • 2014  ............................. Nevada
Mr. Donald L. McNeil • 2006  ......................  Wisconsin
Rev. William J. McNulty • 2014  .........................  Illinois
Ms. Michael J. McNulty • 2016  ..........................  Illinois
Mr. Matthew McPartland • 2016  ....................... Florida
Mr. David McQuillan • 2018  ..................... Connecticut
Ms. Lynne McSheehy • 2018  ................  Massachusetts
Mr. Allan McWilliams • 2018  ...........................  Arizona
Lorin Or Rosemary Meade • 2017  .....................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Medeiros • 2017  ...... Connecticut
Ms. Christine Meece • 2018  ...........................  Kentucky
Rev. Joseph J. Meehan • 2015  ................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Stuart Meisenzahl • 2017  ............................ Georgia
Mr. Richard F. Melka • 2016  .................... Pennsylvania
Margaret Mellon • 2014  ..............  District of Columbia
Mrs. Barbara J. Menard • 2010  ....................  California
Ms. Veronica Mendez • 2018  ..........................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mendonca • 2015  .............  Mass.
Ms. Judith A. Menke • 2018  .......................... Minnesota
Ms. Samantha Mercanti-Anthony • 2018   New Jersey
Mr. Michael C. Merriam • 2018  ............................. Texas
Ms. Nancy Merrill • 2017  ...............................  California
Carlos Mesquita • 2018  ............................... Connecticut
Rev. William R. Metzler • 2009  ............... Connecticut
Mr. Harry J. Meyer • 2012  ........................................ Ohio
John Michel • 2016  ...................................................... Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Donald N. Mickells • 2003  ...........  Mass.
Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Milani • 1987  ..............  California
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Miller • 2000  .........  Massachusetts
Mrs. Helen Miller • 2014  .............................. New Jersey
Ms. Barbara A. Miller • 2015  ................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Karl Miller • 2018  ............................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Paul Miller • 2018  .................................... Minnesota
Rev. Joseph M. Mills • 1988  ............................  Kentucky

Mr. Mark Mills • 2017 ..................................  Washington
Ms. Marilou Mills • 2018  ................................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. Millus • 2012 .................... S.C.
Ms. Catherine Miner • 2015  ................................ Florida
Richard F. Minor • 2018 ....................................... Georgia
Mr. Robert J. Mirabile • 1994  ........................  New York
Ms. Cathy Mirecki • 2015  ......................  Massachusetts
Deacon Michael Missaggia • 1992  ............. New Jersey
Dr. James Mitchell • 2017  ...............................  New York
Mr. Stanley Mizgala • 2013  .................................  Quebec
Mr. Michael J. Mocek • 2012  .................................. Texas
Mr. Robert N. Mockler and Mrs. Mary Pat Mockler • 
2004  ........................................................................ Nebraska
Mrs. Judith E. Molseed • 2012  .........................  Virginia
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Monaghan • 2013  ............  N.J.
Mr. Frank Monahan • 2018  ............................ Maryland
Ms. Jessica Monde • 2018  ..........................................  N/A
Ms. Mary J. Mondello • 2004  .................................. Ohio
Ms. Mary J. Mongan • 2012  ............................ Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Peter F. Moore • 2004  ................. Florida
Mr. John J. Moore • 2014  ........................... Connecticut
Ms. Carole Morales • 2018  .............................  California
Ms. Dorothy Moran • 2018  .............................  New York
Mr. Francis J. Moran • 2018  .................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Matthew Morano • 2018  ................... Pennsylvania
Phillip and Shirley Morley • 2006  .....................  Illinois
Mr. Henry Morones • 2018  ............................  California
Mr. Daniel Morris • 2018  .......................  Massachusetts
Mr. Jacob A. Mosbrucker • 2016  ........................ Oregon
Mr. John Mosser • 2015  ............................................. Ohio
Raghda Mouawad • 2018  ...................................  Lebanon
Mr. James W. Moudry • 2004  ...................... Minnesota
Dr. Patrick Mowery, Ph.D. • 2016  ................  California
Ms. Jane Mraz • 2018  ......................................  California
Ms. Marianne Muellerleile & Mr. Tom Norris • 2017    
..............................................................................  California
Mr. Kevin Mulcahy • 1995  ........................... New Jersey
Rev. Roger P. Mullaney • 1988  ..........................  Arizona
Mrs. Barbara Mullen • 2001  ...................... Connecticut
Ms. Katherine Mullen • 2018  .........................  New York
Mr. John P. Muller • 2014  ......................  Massachusetts
Mr. Robert Mulroy • 2018  ...............................  New York
Deacon William J. Mulryan • 2002  .............  New York
Rev. William J. Murphy • 1988  ....................... Michigan
Ms. Monika T. Murphy • 2014  ......................  California
Ms. Patricia A. Murphy • 2016  ..........................  Virginia
Ms. Barbara Murphy • 2017  ................................ Florida
Mr. John Murphy • 2018  ...........................  New Zealand
Mr. Thomas Murphy • 2018  .................  Massachusetts
Ms. Mariangeles Murphy-Herd • 2018  ............ Kansas
Mr. Robert Murray • 2014  .....................  Massachusetts
Ms. Elizabeth Murray • 2015  ........................  California
Mr. Michael Murray • 2018  ................................  Quebec
Ms. Katherine Murtaugh • 2017  ................ New Jersey
Mrs. Catherine Mutz • 2014  ..........................  California
Ms. Joan Myers • 2016  ...................................  Wisconsin
Ms. Ann Myers • 2018 .....................................  Wisconsin
Ms. Liza Nahajski • 2018  .................................... England
Mr. Edward Nash • 2018  .......................................... Texas
Mrs. Margaret M. Neckles • 2016  .................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Needham • 1993  ........... Calif.
Mr. Randall Neff • 2013  ............................................. Ohio
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Ms. Lauren Nelson • 2017  ................................ Nebraska
Ms. Donna Nelson • 2018  ........................  North Dakota
Mr. William Nerin • 2018  ...........................  Washington
Rev. Thomas F. Nestor • 1992  ..............  Massachusetts
Ms. Suzanne Neumann • 2015  ...........  South Carolina
Ms. Sarah Neville Jimenez • 2018  ...........................  N/A
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Newman • 2016  ..............  Pa.
Lesley Newman • 2018  ....................................  California
Mr. Joe Newman • 2018  ..............................  New Mexico
Ms. Gail Nichols • 2018  ............................................ Texas
Dr. G. Michael Nidiffer, M.D. • 2010  ............. Michigan
Ms. Margaret Nix • 2017  ....................................... Florida
Mr. John Nolan • 2015 ...........................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Lois Noonan • 2014  ..... Calif.
Ms. Dia Norris • 2018  ............................................ Oregon
Mrs. Sonja Earthman Novo • 2013 ....................... Texas
Mr. Eric R. Noyes & Ms. Mimi M. Gendreau • 2015  ...   
.................................................................................... Michigan
Mr. Anthony Nuccio • 2018 ........................................  N/A
Ms. Norma V. Nunag • 2015  ..................  Massachusetts
Ms. Ana Nunez • 2018  ........................................... Florida
Ms. Linda Nutile • 2018  ..................................  California
Ms. Maureen R. O’Brien • 2002  ............. Pennsylvania
Brigid O’Brien • 2012 ........................................  New York
Mr. George O’Brien • 2017  ....................  Massachusetts
Mr. John E. O’Connell • 2013  ......................  Wisconsin
Ms. Bernadette O’Connell • 2017  .......... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew O’Connell • 2018  ........  Virginia
Mr. Gerard O’Connell • 2018  .................................  Rome
Mr. Sean O’Connor • 1988  ......................... Connecticut
Dr. and Mrs. Luke E. O’Connor • 2003  .. Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan D. O’Connor • 2009  ......  Virginia
Mr. Thomas L.P. O’Donnell • 1996  ....  Massachusetts
Ms. Virginia M. O’Donnell • 2006  .....  Massachusetts
Mrs. Dierdre M. O’Donnell-Griswold • 2007  ..  Mass.
Mr. Emmett Pearse O’Grady • 2016  ...............  Arizona
Dr. Carol A. O’Hearn • 2018  .................  Massachusetts
Ms. Barbara O’Keefe • 2014  ...........................  New York
Mr. James O’Leary • 2018  ................................  Colorado
Mr. Michael O’Loughlin • 2017  .....................  New York
Ms. Sheila O’Neill • 2017  .......................  Massachusetts
Ms. Maureen E. O’Reilly • 1993  ..................... Michigan
Tracy J. O’Sullivan • 2017  ..............................  California
Ms. Elizabeth Donnelly Oakes • 2016  .......... Michigan
Ms. Kathleen Ogrin • 2018  ........................... Minnesota
Mr. William A. Olcott • 2017  ..........................  New York
Rev. Theodore D. Olson • 2006  ....................  California
Mr. James Olson • 2015  ...........................  West Virginia
Mr. Terrance Olson • 2018  ............................ Minnesota
Randy and Kellie Onxley • 2016  ................... Louisiana
Rev. Robert E. Osborne • 2009  .....................  Kentucky
Fr. Daniel Osullivan • 2014 .............................. Michigan
Mr. Rudolph A. Oswald • 2012  ....................... Maryland
Mr. German Otalora • 2018  ................................. Mexico
Ms. Christine Ottaviano Shestak • 2018  ........ Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Owen • 2017  ..................  New York
Ms. Sue Pablovich • 2018  ................................. Louisiana
Rev. Michael L. Palazzo • 2000  .....................  New York
Mr. Walter R. Palicki • 2009  .................................... Ohio
Lesley Palmeri • 2018  ........................................ Michigan
Ms. Evelyn Palsa • 2018  ............................................. Ohio
Ms. Kathleen Pancoast • 2018  ................ Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pantaleo • 2013  .....................  Pa.
Ms. Dolores Pap • 2018  ................................. New Jersey
Mrs. Martina G. Parauda • 1992  ................ New Jersey
Dr. and Mrs. William P. Pare • 2000  ........... Maryland
Mr. Lee Parent • 2013  ..........................................  Arizona
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley J. Pasko • 2018  ...............  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Patterson • 2018  ...  Tennessee
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh and Carole Patty • 2015  .......... Calif.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Paul • 2003  ........... Michigan
Joao Paulo • 2018  ..............................................  California
Mr. Gerald M. Pauly • 1994  ............................  California
Charles A. Pearson • 2015  ..........................  Washington
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Pedersen • 1993  ...... Nebraska
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Pellegrino • 1998  .......... Florida
Mr. Ovidio Penalver • 1997  ........................  Washington
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Pennings • 2018  ................ Idaho
Mr. Joseph Peraud • 2018  .......................................... Iowa
Fr. Lawrence Percell • 2015  ...........................  California
Dr. Blanca M. Perez • 1995  ...............................  Missouri
Ms. Raquel B. Perez • 2015  ..................................  Illinois
Ms. Diana Perez • 2017 .....................................  New York
Mr. Louie Perez • 2018  ............................................. Texas
Lissa and Gerry Perrone • 2014  ......................... Oregon
Mr. Richard Perry • 2015  ...........................  Washington
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Perry • 2015  ............  South Carolina
Ms. Sue Peters • 2013  ................................... Connecticut
Mr. Kurt P. Petersen • 1997 ............................  California
Rev. Thomas G. Pettei • 2014  .........................  New York
Mr. John J. Pettenati • 2016  ........................ New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pettit • 1992  ...................  Virginia
Mr. Edmund Peyton • 2018  ...........................  California
Ms. Suellen Phair-Back • 2018  ................... New Jersey
Mr. Chau Phan • 2013  ............................................ Florida
Dr. and Mrs. James J. Phelan • 2007  ..........  California
Mr. Robert P. Phelan • 2018  ............................ Maryland
Mr. Stephen Phelps • 2013  .............................  California
Rev. Michael J. Phillips • 2005  ......................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Piccolo • 2018  ..............  Mass.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Piety • 2018  .......  Tennessee
Ms. Joyce M. Piliero • 2006  ..........................  California
Ms. Ruth A. Pilney • 1996  ...............................  California
Mr. Bruno Pineda • 2018  .................................... Ecuador
Mr. Herbert Joseph and Mr. David Vincent Pins •  
2018  .................................................................................. Iowa
Ms. Mary C. Piorkowski • 2017  ...........  Massachusetts
Dr. Michael F. Plott, M.D. • 1991  ......................  Virginia
Ms. Frances M. Plude • 2016  .................................... Ohio
Ms. Joanne Plunkett • 2018  ...........................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. J. Kenneth Poggenburg • 1994  ..... Calif.
Ms. Rose Mary Poirrier • 2016  ...................... Louisiana
Ms. Suzanne Polen • 2001  ........................ Pennsylvania
Rev. David J. Polich • 2012  ........................................ Iowa
Mrs. Margarita M. Pond • 2013  ....................  California
Mr. Marcus P. Porcelli • 1997  ...................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. Portu • 2018  ........................  N.H.
Ms. Janice A. Powalski • 2018  .......................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Prask • 2018  ..................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Prekel • 2018  ...... Pennsylvania
Dr. Blanche Premo Hopkins • 2017  ...  South Carolina
Mr. Steven Presutti • 2018  ..............................  New York
Mr. William A. Prince • 2016  ............................  Virginia
Ms. Barbara Principali • 2017  .............................  Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Taveevatana Pringpuangkeo, M.D. •  
2018  .................................................................................. Ohio
Mr. Paolo Puccini • 2015  ............  District of Columbia
Ms. Adelaide Queeney • 2017  ...............  Massachusetts
Rev. Joseph M. Quinlan • 2004 .................. New Jersey
Ms. Mary Quinlin • 2018  ........................................... Iowa
Ms. Florence E. Quinn • 2004  ..........................  Virginia
Mr. & Mrs. John S. & Mary Ann Quirke • 2015  ...  N.J.
Mr. Robert Raaab • 2018  .........................  South Dakota
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Racine • 2015  ..........  Massachusetts
Sr. Marie Rademacher • 2017  ....................... Minnesota
Mr. WM J. Rademacher • 2017  .................  New Mexico
Rev. Brian M. Rafferty • 2007 ........................ Maryland
Mr. Ryan J. Raisio • 2012  ...........................  Washington
Bishop Ricardo Ramirez • 2004  ..............  New Mexico
Ms. Lori Ranner • 2018  .................................... Louisiana
Mr. Jack Raslowsky, II • 1997  ..................... New Jersey
Mr. James S. Rausch • 2000  ............................... Georgia
Kris Rausch • 2015  ...........................................  California
Mr. and Mrs. David M Rave • 2014  ..........  New Mexico
Mr. Alex J. Ravnik • 1988  ...............................  California
Ms. Lisa J. Reardon • 2017  .............................. Maryland
Ms. Kathleen Reardon • 2018  .............  North Carolina
Mrs. Teresa S. Redder • 2015  ...................... New Jersey
Mr. Dennis Reeder • 2007  .................................  Virginia
Mr. Philip Reeves • 2018  .................................  California
Ms. Marilyn Regan • 2018  ..............................  California
Mr. A. Paul Reicher • 2012  ...................................  Illinois
Mr. Maurice Reidy • 2017  ................................  New York
Jean Reidy • 2017  ................................................  Colorado
Ms. Annemarie Reidy-Borenstein • 2018  .. Maryland
Ms. Anne M. Reimel • 2014 ...................... Pennsylvania
Mr. Chester J. Renkun • 2003  .................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Renner-Grodek • 2014  ........ Ill.
Mr. Alan Renninger • 2018  ............................  California
Rev. Patrick J. Reuse, S.J. • 2010  ...........................  Utah
Mr. Raymond Reyes • 2013  ........................... Minnesota
Ms. Judy Reynolds • 2018  ....................  North Carolina
Mary L. Rhodes • 2017  ...................................... Michigan
Mr. Christopher Ricciardi • 2017  .......  Massachusetts
Mr. William Rice • 2013  .......................  North Carolina
Ms. Patricia Ridgley • 2018  ..................................... Texas
Alex Rinehart • 2018 ....................................  New Mexico
Mr. W. J. Riney • 2012  ......................................  Kentucky
Ms. Kathryn E. Ringgold • 2016  ..................  California
Mr. John Riordan • 1998  .............................. New Jersey
Ms. Barbara M. Ritson • 2015  .............................  Illinois
Ms. Kathleen M. Rivet • 2003  ......................  California
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Roach • 2018  ........  Washington
Mr. Thomas P. Roach • 2018  ............................ Michigan
Ms. Nancy Robb • 2018  ..........................  Massachusetts
Ms. Theresa P. Robertson • 2018  ....................... Florida
Mr. Thomas Robinson • 2017  ........................  California
Ms. Joan Roccasalvo • 2018  ...........................  New York
Ms. Nancy B. Rocereto • 2002  .................... New Jersey
Mr. and Mrs. John Rodee • 2018  ..................  California
Mr. Edward Roden Lucero • 2018  ........................ Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rodier • 2018  ..............  New York
Mr. Robert J. Rody • 2016  ......................................... Ohio
Mr. and Mrs. Gustaaf Roemers • 2010  .......  California
Mr. Ben Rogers • 2017  ....................................... Nebraska
Ms. Donna Y. Rohne • 2015  ............................  New York
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Mr. and Mrs. Anthony V. Roina • 2018  ........  New York
Jesus Romo • 2018  ............................................  California
Ms. Mary Ann Ronan • 2012  .............................  Arizona
Mr. Sean Rooney • 2018  ......................................  Arizona
Most Rev. Peter A. Rosazza, D.D. • 1987  ............  Conn.
Rev. Michael J. Rosswurm • 1991  ..................... Indiana
Ms. Sharon Roth • 2014  ........................................  Illinois
Rev. Charles Rubey • 2017  ...................................  Illinois
Mr. James W. Ruck • 2012  ........................ Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Rudloff • 2000  ............  Missouri
Mr. John Rudser • 2015  ........................................ Florida
Ms. Sandra Rueb • 2018  .............................. Connecticut
Mr. and Mrs. Rimantas A. Rukstele • 2014  .... Nevada
Mr. Charles R. Russ • 2016  ................................... Florida
Ms. Janice Russell • 2015  ...............................  California
Mr. Richard Russo • 2017  ......................  Massachusetts
Ms. Lisa Rutherford • 2018  ................................  Virginia
John and Suzanne Ryan • 2002  ............... Connecticut
Mr. Terrence W. Ryan • 2013  .................  South Dakota
Deacon James A. Ryan • 2014  ........................ Maryland
Mr. Joseph Ryan • 2018  ............................ Pennsylvania
Ms. Florianne Rzeszewski • 2014 ......................  Illinois
Zeletta Sailer • 2017  ................................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Saint-Antoine • 2018  ............  Pa.
Ms. Maria Salazar • 2012  ........................................ Idaho
Ms. Barbara Sallettes • 2018  .......................... Louisiana
Ms. Shirley J. Sandner • 2016  ......................... Michigan
Kenneth H. Sandoval • 2018  ...........................  Colorado
Ms. Rosemary Santoli • 2014  .........................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Sarmo • 2016  ........  Colorado
Mrs. Kay Ann Satterfield • 2005  ...................... Georgia
Mr. Nicholas Sawicki • 2018  ...........................  New York
Fr. Sam Sawyer, S.J. • 2017  .............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Scally • 2018  ......................  Pa.
Rev. Debora Schak • 2018  .......................................... Ohio
Mr. Kilian Schalk • 2017  ..................................  New York
Ms. Barbara Scheid • 2016  ........................... New Jersey
Mr. David Schiferl • 2003  .................................... Oregon
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Schirger • 2003  .......  Illinois
Ms. Mary A. Schlichting • 2016  ...................... Nebraska
Mr. Richard J. Schlosser • 2016  .....................  Montana
Mr. James E. Schrader • 2014  ........................ Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Schreiber, Jr. • 2014   Missouri
Mrs. Barbara S. Schubert • 2000 ............................ Ohio
Rev. Lyle L. Schulte • 1989  ............................  Wisconsin

Mr. and Mrs. Larry & Barbara Schulte • 2018  .....  Kan
Fr. John Schultz • 2013  ..................................  Wisconsin
Ms. Leisa S. Schulz • 2015  ...............................  Kentucky
Rev. Norman R. Schwartz • 1998  ....................... Florida
Ms. Beth Schweiger • 2018  .........................  Washington
Fr. Patrick J. Scott • 2017  ............................. New Jersey
Mr. Anthony Sculley • 2013  ............................  New York
Ms. Teresita Scully • 2018  ..................................  Arizona
Mr. Donal Scully • 2018  ..................................  California
Ms. Olga Segura • 2017  .....................................  New York
Mr. Kenneth A. Seifried • 2016  ................................ Iowa
Mr. Milton W. Seiler, Jr. • 2016  ...................... Louisiana
Ms. Grace Seitzer • 2016  ............................... New Jersey
Ms. Maribel Selby • 2018  ..................................... Indiana
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P. Selmi • 2018  ...........  California
Rev. Richard E. Senghas • 1994  ............................ Maine
Ms. Jane Serpico • 2018  ...................................  New York
Mr. Nick Sgammato • 2017  .............................  New York
Ms. Maureen Shank • 2018  ...................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Shannon • 2008  ..............  Pa.
Rev. Richard J. Shannon • 2008  ........................  Illinois
Ms. Mary Shantz • 2018  .................................... Michigan
Mr. Paul Shay • 2012  .................................. Pennsylvania
Margaret Sheehy • 2015 ..................................  California
Mr. Thomas P. Sheridan • 2003  .........  North Carolina
Ms. Mary Sheridan and Ms. Maureen Palladini • 2018  
.......................................................................................California
Mr. James F. Shields • 2014  ..................... Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Shields • 2015  .......  New York
Mr. James Shields • 2018  .................................  Kentucky
Mrs. Susan B. Shire • 2012  ...................................  Hawaii
Ms. Joanne Shreeve • 2015  .................................. Oregon
Ms. Therese Sickles • 2008  .......................  Washington
Jordan Siegel • 2018  ....................................... New Jersey
Ms. Rosemary Sieracki • 2018  ........................ Michigan
Val Sifleet • 2018 .................................................  New York
Ms. Paula Silva • 2018  ..................................... Minnesota
Mr. Eduino Silveira • 2015  .............................  California
Mr. Matthew E. Simmons • 2001  ..........  South Dakota
Mr. James Siwicki • 2018  ...............................  California
Mr. & Mrs. Paul R. &  Kathleen P. Skidmore • 2016  ....   
............................................................................ Pennsylvania
Mr. John P. Slattery • 2003  ............................  New York
Mr. David V. Smalley • 2016  ...........................  New York
Mrs. Courtney T. Smith • 1987  ...........................  Illinois

Ms. Virginia Smith • 1997  ................................  Montana
Ms. Mary W. Smith • 2004  ............................. Maryland
Deacon James E. Smith • 2008  .................... Oklahoma
Ms. Helen L. Smith • 2012  ....................................  Illinois
Ms. Susan M. Smith • 2016  ...................... Pennsylvania
Ms. Donna Smith • 2017  .......................  North Carolina
Mr. James U. Smith,  III • 2018  .....................  Kentucky
Mr. Dale A. Smith • 2018  ......................................... Texas
Ms. M. C. Soares • 2016  ...................................  California
Mr. Thomas Sobota & Mrs. Mary J. Sobota • 2008  ....   
.................................................................................. Wisconsin
Mr. John Soffronoff • 2018  ...................  South Carolina
Mr. Gary M. Solamon • 1992  .......................... Maryland
Mrs. Frances and Dennis Solano • 2015  ....  New York
Ms. Patricia Solis • 2017  .................................  California
Ms. Monica Soule • 2018  .................................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick T. Spahr • 2012  ..... Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Spaniol, III • 2015  ..... Maryland
Mr. Joseph K. Speicher • 1989  ....................... Maryland
Ms. Florence Speth • 2018  ..............................  New York
Mr. Denis Spitzley • 2018  ................................. Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Spollen • 1982  ..........  New York
Ms. Kelly Sprissler • 2018  ..................................  Virginia
Ms. Marcelline St. Pierre • 2017  ......................  Virginia
Mr. Norman Stachura • 2018  .............................. Florida
P. D. Staigers • 2018  ..................................................... Ohio
Mr. Damian Stanton • 2018  ............................  Kentucky
Mr. and Mrs. Jon M. Stark • 2014  ................  California
Mr. L. William Staudenmaier • 2014  .........  Wisconsin
Rev. Michael Steele • 2014  ....................  Massachusetts
Ms. Jane B. Steinbugler • 2013  ......................  New York
Rev. Msgr. John M. Steiner • 2014  ...........  Washington
Kristi Steinmann • 2018  .............................................  N/A
Mr. David Stenzel • 2018  ..................................... Georgia
Ms. Carol A. Stephens • 2016  ..............  South Carolina
Mr. Chris Stepovich • 2015  ...................................  Alaska
Ms. Jan Stivers • 2018  ......................................  New York
Ms. Jane Stockhausen • 2018  .................. Pennsylvania
Mr. Brian D. Stokes • 2017  ................................... Florida
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Stolfi • 2018  ............  California
Most Rev. John Stowe, OFM, Conv. • 2016  .............  Ky.
Mr. Patrick Stoy • 2015  .................................. Minnesota
Mrs. Marie Louise Straton • 2015  ................  New York
Mr. Chester J. Straub • 2014  ...........................  New York
Ms. Ann M. Stuart • 1993  .................................  Colorado
Rev. Msgr. Gregory J. Studerus • 2014  ..... New Jersey
Mr. Leo Stueve • 2005  ........................................... Kansas
Andy Stulc • 2018  ..............................................  California
Mr. James T. Sugrue • 2018  ............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Sullivan • 1995  .... Maryland
Hon. Walter F. Sullivan • 2014  .................... New Jersey
Mr. Roger Sullivan • 2015  ..........  District of Columbia
Rev. W. Jerome Sullivan • 2015  .....................  New York
Mrs. Rosemary Sullivan • 2015  ...........  Massachusetts
Ms. Judith Sullivan • 2016  .............................  California
Mr. Robert Sullivan • 2017  .............................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sullivan • 2017  ...... New Jersey
Cornelius F. Sullivan • 2018  ...................... Connecticut
Ms. Mary Sullivan • 2018  .................................  Colorado
Fr. Eric Sundrup, S.J. • 2018  ..........................  New York
Ms. Emily Sutfin • 2018  ..................................  California
Mr. and Mrs. Terry C. Swagerty • 2001  ........... Oregon
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Ann & James Swaner • 2014 ................................ Florida
Mr. Joseph Sweeney • 2015  ................................. Florida
Neil Sweeney and Beverly Sweeney • 2018  ......... Calif.
Mr. William F. Sweeney • 2018  ......................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Jozef M. Szajda • 2018  ....... Connecticut
Mr. Frank Szewczyk • 2018  .................................  Illinois
Mr. Loretto Szucs • 2018  ......................................  Illinois
Mr. Lewis Tabor • 2018  .................................... Louisiana
Eva and J. Scott Talbot • 2018  ............................... Texas
Mr. Anthony W. Tantillo • 2002  .................... Michigan
Ms. Jeanne Tassinari • 2017 ...................... Connecticut
TCF Financial Corporation • 2017  ..............  Kentucky
Ms. Minda Te • 2016  ................................................... Ohio
Ms. Elena Te • 2018  ...........................................  New York
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Teaford • 2018  ..........  Washington
Kody Teaford • 2018  ................................................... Ohio
Dr. Brendan P. Teehan • 2004  ................ Pennsylvania
Mr. & Mrs. Bonita & Clinton Templeton • 2015  .. S.C.
Mr. Emmanuel Tendero • 2017  ...................... Michigan
Fr. James J. Termyna • 2014  ....................... New Jersey
Ms. Kathleen Thaman • 2018  ........................  Kentucky
Fr. Ken Thesing • 2017  .....................................  New York
Ms. Lisa Thibault • 2018  ...................................... Indiana
Mr. Samuel Thomas • 2017  .............................. Michigan
Mrs. Barbara Thompson • 2014  ........................ Georgia
Richard and Lois Thorne • 2017  ........   Massachusetts
Mr. and Mrs. John and Rosa Thorpe • 2014  ...... Texas
Ms. Patricia Tierney • 2012  ............................  New York
Mr. Edie Tierney • 2018  ............................ Pennsylvania
Dr. Bernard G. Tomasso • 2015  .....................  New York
Mr. John F. Toner • 2018  ...................................... Florida
Ms. Annmarie Torres • 2018  .............................. Georgia
Deacon Joseph Torti • 2015 ...........................  California
Ms. Elizabeth Toups • 2016  ...........................  California
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Tourtelotte • 1988  ........  Mass.
James Toweill • 2018  ...................................................  N/A
Nam Tran • 2018  ........................................................ Texas
Mr. Joseph Trapp • 2013  .......................................  Illinois
Mr. Shawn Tripoli • 2018 .............................. New Jersey
Mrs. Heather Trotta • 2017  .............................  New York
Mr. Daniel Troy • 2017  ..........................................  Illinois
Mr. Jeff Trussell • 2018  ...............................................  N/A
Mr. Mark Truxillo • 2014  ................................ Louisiana
Ms. Silvana Turco • 2018  .................................  New York
Ms. Jane F. Turk • 2015  ............................. Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. John Turner • 2017  ....................... Florida
Ms. Katherine Turner • 2018  ..............  North Carolina
Rev. Bernard L. Tyler • 2008  ........................... Michigan
Ms. Mary Tysor • 2016  ............................................. Texas
Mr. William Uebelher • 2018  ..........................  Colorado
Rev. Joseph H. Uecker, C.PP.S. • 1990  ................ Texas

Adelaida Uribe Bennett • 2018  ...........  South Carolina
Mr. David Valentine • 2018  ............................  California
Mr. Rodolfo Valenzuela • 2018  .....................Guatemala
Mr. Robert Valk • 2015  ...........................  Massachusetts
Ms. Bette Vallario • 2014  ...................................... Florida
Fr. Michael Van Cleve • 2016  ................................. Texas
Mr. Daniel VanBelleghem • 2015  .........  West Virginia
Ms. Nicole Vandal • 2018  ..................................... Ontario
Ms. Jane Vardy and Francis P. Vardy • 2018  ........  N.Y.
Dr. Edward F. Vastola and Mrs. Eileen M. Vastola •  
1991  ..........................................................................  Missouri
Ms. Alexander Vaughn • 2018  ................................ Texas
Mr. Milton L. Vavassuer • 2015  ..................... Louisiana
Ms. Vivian Veloso Macaspac • 2018  ............  California
Mr. Robert Venable • 2008  ................................. Indiana
Ms. Elizabeth A. Vesely • 2014  ............... Pennsylvania
Ms. Donna Villa • 2018 ...................................... Arkansas
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas T. Vogel, M.D., Ph.D. • 1982 ..  Ohio
Rev. Eugene F. Vonderhaar • 2005  ......................... Ohio
Mr. George Vonfuchs • 2017  ......................  Washington
Ms. Ramona Vosburg • 2018  .........................  California
The Rev. Walter H. Wagner • 2003  ....... Pennsylvania
Mr. Philip C. Wagner, Jr. • 2008  ........................... Texas
Ms. Diane M. Wagner • 2014  ...........................  Colorado
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew C. & Monica Wagner • 2016  ..  Pa.
Ms. Ruth Wagner • 2018  .....................................  Virginia
Mr. Joe Wakelee-Lynch • 2018  .....................  California
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Florence Walker • 2015 .... Minn.
Mr. John T. Walsh • 1987  .......................  Massachusetts
Dr. Mary P. Walsh • 2003  ................................ Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Walsh • 2010  .........  New York
Mr. Richard Walsh • 2015  ............................... Louisiana
Mr. and Mr. James and Barry Walsh • 2015  ... Florida
Mr. Edward Walsh • 2018  .............................. Minnesota
Mr. & Mrs. Walters •  1999 ......................................Texas
Mr. Aloysius J. Ward, Jr. • 2004  ..................  California
Mr. Thomas E. Wavro and Mrs. Marianne G. Wavro • 
2002  ........................................................................... Georgia
Ms. Christine Way Skinner • 2018  ................... Ontario
Rev. Robert P. Weber • 1988  .................  Massachusetts
Ms. Lisa Weber • 2015  .................................  Washington
Mrs. Kerry Weber • 2017  .............................. New Jersey
Mrs. Ninette P. Webster • 1988  ..................  Mississippi
Ms. Christie Weeks • 2018  .............................. Louisiana
Ms. Marguerite Weibel • 2018  ..................  Washington
Mr. Robert Weickert • 2010  .................  North Carolina
Mr. Steven Weissenburger • 2016  ...............  Tennessee
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Welch • 1993  ........ Michigan
Mr. George J. Welch • 2010  .............................  New York
Mr. John C. Weldon • 1989 .........................  Washington
Mrs. Dorothy Welsh • 2016  ............................. Maryland

Ms. Bridget Wenk • 2017  ......................................... Texas
Mr. Ronald C. Wenzler • 2002  ......................  California
Mr. William Werwaiss • 2014  ........................  New York
Ms. Carol Wesley • 2018  ...................................  Missouri
Mr. John E. Wessling • 2004 .................................... Ohio
Mr. Joseph H. Wessling • 2013  ................................ Ohio
Mr. John C. Wester • 2018 ..........................  New Mexico
Rev. Edward Wetterer • 2013  .........................  New York
Mr. Paul Wheeler • 2018  ....................................  Vermont
Ms. Mary White • 2016  .....................................  Missouri
Mr. Douglas A. White • 2018  ............................... Oregon
Ms. Kathleen White • 2018  ............................... Alabama
Ms. Gladys Whitehouse • 2018  ...........  North Carolina
Ms. Jane Whitesides • 2018 .................................  Illinois
Ms. Michelle Whitney • 2017 ............................Colorado
Mr. Eugene Whyte • 2018  ......................  Saskatchewan
Mr. Chuck Wiedemann • 2018  ............................  Illinois
Ms. Marianne Wilensky • 2018  .................. New Jersey
Mr. Steve Wilkes • 2015  ..................................  California
Ms. Olive E. Wilkins • 2001  .......................  Washington
Bragg Williams • 2018  ...................................  Mississippi
Mr. Dru Willis • 2018  .............................  North Carolina
Mr. Richard Willits • 2018  ............................ Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Wilson • 2013  .......... Indiana
Ms. Irene Wilson • 2018  ......................................  Alberta
Ms. Maureen Windmoeller • 2018  ....................  Illinois
Ms. Theresa Winters • 2014  ................................  Illinois
Ms. Doris A. Wintrode • 2008  ......................  California
Drs. Timothy & David Wohlstadter-Rocha • 2015  . N.Y.
Mr. Stephen Joseph Wolf • 2015  .................  Tennessee
Ms. Kathleen Wolf • 2018  ...........................  Washington
Ms. Kathleen Wolf • 2018  ..................................... Florida
Rev. Robert K. Wong • 2016  .............  British Columbia
Ms. Patricia B. Woodbury • 2016  .......  South Carolina
Ken and Betty Woodward • 2015  .......................  Illinois
Ms. Patricia Wootan • 2017  ..................  Massachusetts
Ms. Terri Works • 2018  ...................................  California
G Van Woudenberg • 2018  ................................... Florida
Don and Celine Woznica • 2018  .........................  Illinois
Mr. Lawrence G. Wrenn • 2005  ......................... Florida
Deacon and Mrs. John Wright • 2016  .......... Michigan
Ms. Selma Wunderlich • 2018  ................. Pennsylvania
Ms. Marian Wyman • 2018  ............................  California
Mr. and Mrs. John Wynton • 2018  ..............  California
Mr. Robert J. Wyrsch • 2018  .........................  California
Mr. Wilken Yu • 2018  ........................................  New York
Ms. Mary Yuen • 2018  ...................................  Hong Kong
Mr. Raymond Zabawa • 2016  .........................  New York
Dr. Phyllis Zagano • 2004  ...............................  New York
Mr. Vince Zahornasky • 2017  ...........  New Hampshire
Mr. David S. Zamierowski • 2014  ...................... Kansas
Mr. David Zande • 2018  .................................... Michigan
Mr. Eduardo Zanetta • 2018  ............................  Colorado
Ms. Patricia Zapor • 2018  ................................ Maryland
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Zatkowski • 2006  ........  Mass.
Rev. William Zavaski • 2015  ................................  Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Zech • 2005  ........ Pennsylvania
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Mr. Don Zirkel • 1990  .......................................  New York
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Rev. Matthew F. Malone, S.J. 

The best part of my job is coming to work every day 
with the hardest working, most faithful and smartest 
men and women I know. Time and again…I have 
asked more and more of them and they have never 
failed me. They always had my love, and they earned 
my respect and my admiration.
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Mark appreciates a good symbol. The narratives he presents 
often reveal the deeper elements of Jesus’ mission. In this 
Sunday’s Gospel reading, for example, Mark invites us to 
consider how Jesus restores the perception and voice of 
many.

After his confl ict with the Pharisees and scribes, Je-
sus headed north from the traditional lands of Israel. His 
journeys took him to Phoenicia, Syria and the Decapolis, 
areas that today make up the countries of Lebanon, Syria 
and Jordan. Jews and Gentiles lived side-by-side in these 
areas, and archaeological evidence reveals a certain level of 
religious openness in both cultures. The Gentiles in this re-
gion had a special respect for Jewish healers, who enjoyed a 
reputation for power over illness and demonic forces. This 
religious culture provided fertile ground both for Jesus’ 
own ministry and later for the early church, which by the 
last decades of the fi rst century had grown considerably 
throughout these areas.

Several features of this narrative are odd. Mark gives 
no information about the affl  icted man or the people who 
bring him to Jesus. In stark contrast to the healing of the 
Syro-Phoenician woman’s daughter, which Jesus per-
formed with a simple compliment to the mother’s faith, 
this healing appears quite complicated, and Mark gives us 
no insight into the faith of the people involved. 

Jesus performs a series of complicated ritual actions 
that included spitting, groaning, touching and looking to 
heaven, as well as the use of a word, ephphatha, whose syn-
tax does not conform to any scholarly understanding of Ar-
amaic or Hebrew. The signifi cance of these actions is un-
clear. In his own account of this miracle, Matthew glosses 
over them, noting only that Jesus cured “the lame, the blind, 
the deformed, the mute, and many others” (Mt 15:30). One 
gets a sense that Jesus’ earthiness—his folk medicine and 
drawling Aramaic—embarrassed Matthew as much as it 
delighted Mark. (Luke omits the episode entirely).

The actions have a point. Many of Jesus’ miracles hap-
pen in conversation with the suff ering person: “Your faith 
has healed you….” “I will do it, be clean...” “Talitha koum.” 

This was not an option with a man who could neither hear 
nor speak. Jesus’ rituals here were a form of communica-
tion, a way of getting the man’s attention and trust in order 
to prepare him for the event to come. 

But these vivid details might distract our attention 
from Mark’s focus. In this Sunday’s fi rst reading, Isaiah 
prophesied that the age to come would arrive with mirac-
ulous healings of the deaf and mute. Jesus’ action fulfi lls 
this prophecy and symbolizes the arrival of the messianic 
age. The healing had an instant multiplier eff ect; the en-
tire crowd found its voice when they heard the healed man 
speak. Jesus opened them to a new perception of God’s 
grace, and they gave voice to their new awareness with vig-
or. 

This mission continues today. Just as Christ may have 
taken vivid and unique actions to get our attention, so we 
must learn how to show ourselves trustworthy to even the 
most obstructed heart. If we do so, we can free the tongues 
of many and listen in wonder as they fi nd their voices. 

Michael Simone, S.J., teaches Scripture at Boston College 
School of Theology and Ministry.

THE WORD | 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B), SEPT. 9, 2018

A Word and a Voice
Readings: Is 35:4-7, Ps 146, Jas 2:1-5, Mk 7:31-37

‘He has done all things well.’ 
(Mk 7:37)

PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE

How has Jesus restored your awareness and your voice?

Who can perceive God’s grace because of you? 

Who has a voice because of you?
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This Sunday’s Gospel reading is a crucial text in the divine 
“rescue mission” Mark outlines in his Gospel. Up to now, 
Mark has focused on the “rescuer,” describing Jesus’ 
messianic characteristics. From this point on, Mark focuses 
instead on the characteristics of the “rescued,” those who 
wish to follow after Christ when he comes again. Any who 
wish to do so, Mark explains, must follow the example of 
Isaiah’s suff ering servant, the example that Jesus himself 
embodied on his way to the cross.

A small narrative arc in Mk 7:24 to 8:35 marks a deci-
sive pivot. Jesus had at fi rst traveled primarily throughout 
Galilee. After some initial success, he experienced hostil-
ity from family, friends and fellow pious Israelites. In Mk 
7:24, Jesus departed for the foreign territories north and 
east of Galilee, where he experienced great success and re-
ceived so much attention that he had to warn people to stop 
talking about him. 

Some of this desire for anonymity was undoubtedly 
due to the hostility that followed him. The Romans and 
their local collaborators dealt harshly with anyone who 
showed independent political pretensions. For the crime 
of criticizing a petty king, John the Baptist had already lost 
his life. Jesus must have suspected that the growing excite-
ment around him would surely invite similar wrath. 

Yet Jesus could not let go of his mission. The narratives 
in this section of Mark’s Gospel have a poignancy to them. 
Jesus turns no one away, but he also begs people not to tell 
anyone what he had said or done (Mk 7:36; 8:26, 30). He 
had only to look at the gibbets outside every walled town 
to know the fate that awaited anyone unable to keep a low 
profi le.

He was not reticent because he feared death. It was 
instead, according to Mark, because he wanted to reveal 
his identity on his own terms. He knew that he was not the 
royal messiah people hoped for. When Peter and the oth-
er disciples came to realize that Jesus’ miracles resonated 
strongly with the messianic visions of Isaiah and other pro-
phetic texts, the issue came to a head. 

Jesus was working from a fuller reading of Isaiah than 
the disciples had imagined. They saw the deaf hear and the 
mute speak and the blind see, but they did not realize that 
only because Jesus had accepted the role of the suff ering 
servant described in this Sunday’s fi rst reading was he able 
to perform these works. Jesus’ journeys took him past cru-
cifi xion sites on every Roman road. He identifi ed with the 
criminals exposed there, recognizing that his own actions 
would lead to the same fate. 

He also knew that any who took up his work would risk 
the same outcome. The Lord’s rescue mission is a strange 
one. Anyone who wishes to be saved must risk the hostility, 
punishment and humiliation that our rescuer fi rst expe-
rienced. Whether that risk leads to the death of the body 
or only the death of the ego makes no diff erence. Any who 
follow Christ must accept that to rescue others, one must 
fi rst accept a cross. The temporary humiliation of some can 
ensure the eternal salvation of many.

Michael Simone, S.J., teaches Scripture at Boston College 
School of Theology and Ministry.

THE WORD | 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (B), SEPT. 16, 2018

Take Up Your Cross
Readings: Is 50:5-9, Ps 116, Jas 2:14-18, Mk 8:27-35

‘Who do people say that 
I am?’ (Mk 8:27)

PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE

Who do you say that Christ is?

What happens when Christ does not fulfi ll your 
expectations?  

How have you taken up your cross and followed him?



SEPTEMBER 3, 2018  AMERICA  |  7776  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

978-0-8091-0613-4 8 X 10 1686 pp. $149.95   
Hardcover with jacket Slipcase Ribbons

Available at bookstores or from PAULIST PRESS
1-800-218-1903  • fax: 1-800-836-3161  • www.paulistpress.com

A one-volume
commentary on
each of the seventy-
three books of the
Bible designed for 
a wide variety of
readers, especially
those engaged in
pastoral ministry. 

“A remarkable resource and instrument of the Spirit’s
ongoing work among us.” — from the introduction

edited by José Enrique Aguilar
Chiu, Richard J. Clifford, SJ

Carol J. Dempsey, OP, Eileen M. Schuller, OSU
Thomas D. Stegman, SJ, Ronald D. Witherup, PSS

Introduction by Donald Senior, CP

MARCH 21–23, 2019

DETAILS, CALL FOR PAPERS, REGISTRATION:
bit.ly/NDCSTConference2019

option for 
the poor
E N G A G I N G  T H E  

S O C I A L  T R A D IT I O N

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TRADITION CONFERENCE
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, S.D.B.  |  Archbishop of Yangon, Myanmar

Lisa Sowle Cahill, Ph.D.  |  Boston College
Rev. Gustavo Gutiérrez, O.P.  |  University of Notre Dame

Rev. Richard Finn, O.P.  |  University of Oxford

CLASSIFIED

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR IN THEOLOGICAL 
SOCIAL ETHICS
RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT,
SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY

The Department of Religious Studies at Santa Clara University, 
a private Jesuit Catholic university in Silicon Valley, invites 
applications for a tenure track position in theological social 
ethics to start September 1, 2019. The areas of focus are open, but 
all candidates must demonstrate familiarity with and an ability to 
engage Catholic social teaching. The department is particularly 
interested in candidates who can engage the diverse religious and 
social landscape of Silicon Valley and the complex challenges 
that arise in the region (e.g., immigration, social inequality, race 
relations). Candidates should have a Ph.D. or equivalent degree 
in theology or religious studies by the time of appointment; 
evidence of excellent university-level teaching; an agenda for 
scholarship leading to publication in the area of theological 
social ethics; and understand and support the University’s Jesuit 
mission.

THE APPLICATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 15, 2018. 
For information on the department, visit: 
www.scu.edu/religiousstudies.

For the full position description and application instructions, 
visit:  www.jobs.scu.edu/postings/7507.

Santa Clara University is an EO/AA employer, committed to excellence through 
diversity and inclusion, and, in this spirit, particularly welcomes applications from 
women, persons of color, and members of historically underrepresented groups. The 
University will provide reasonable accommodations to individuals with a disability. 
Also, in accordance with the federal Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy 
and Campus Crime Statistics Act, the University annually collects and makes publicly 
available information about campus crimes and other reportable incidents 
(www.scu.edu/cs/).

CLASSIFIED

MOMS OF NUNS: 
Share your journey whether daughter is novice/professed, 
cloistered/active, all orders. Assembling stories for a  book to 
encourage other moms. 
Visit: www.sistermoms.blog/ to learn more.

Expanded coverage with live broadcasts
Search & Subscribe: America Media

SUBSCRIBE



SEPTEMBER 3, 2018  AMERICA  |  7978  |  AMERICAMAGAZINE.ORG

Life is a series of decisions, and we 
millennials are having trouble making 
them. Part of the problem, I believe, is 
the contraceptive culture we inhabit. 
The introduction of the birth control 
pill in 1960 pushed forward the 
falsehood that we can have control 
of the unknown future and need only 
be open to life at the “perfect” time—
after the degree, the dream vacation, 
the down payment on the house. But 
the weeds of this empty promise have 
spread far outside the bedroom.

Today we live in a culture of fear 
that feeds the dark “what ifs” deep in 
our minds, the insecurities, the un-
knowns. What if having another child 
means a more chaotic home life? 
What if not making enough money 
strains our marriage? What if I fail at 
the job I am pursuing?

While we millennials are unfairly 
blamed for any number of social ills, 
there is one stereotype that strikes me 
as uncomfortably true: My generation 
is indecisive. Take a look at Exhibit A, 
the rates of delayed marriage. In 1990, 
the year I was born, 44 percent of 
young adults ages 18 to 34 were mar-
ried. By 2016, that number had dived 
down to 26 percent. The stunning sta-
tistics do not stop there. The U.S. fer-
tility rate is also at a historic low. The 
hesitation to embrace the gift of mar-
riage and life strikes at the family and, 
I believe, stems from fear of what the 
future holds.

I understand well the “what ifs” 

that can plague and paralyze the 
mind. I come from three generations 
of divorce, and during my recent en-
gagement period, many of my fears 
surrounding marriage came to the 
surface. What if you repeat the pat-
tern? What if you are not happy? What 
if you discerned wrong? But now, on 
the other side of giving my yes, peace 
shines through. 

My husband recently shared a 
quotation that resonated with me, and 
I would like to pass it along. I especial-
ly want to encourage my fellow mil-
lennial Catholics to sit and pray with 
it for a while. The passage is from St. 
Francis de Sales, found in the compi-
lation Consoling Thoughts: On Trials 
of an Interior Life:

It is not those who commit the 
least number of faults who are 
the most holy, but those who 
have the greatest courage, 
the greatest generosity, the 
greatest love, who make the 
boldest eff orts to overcome 
themselves, and are not 
immoderately apprehensive 
of tripping, or even of failing 
and being dirtied a little, 
provided they advance.

We are designed to be great saints. 
But we will never get there if we make 
our perpetual-discernment bubble  
our safe space for fear of making a 
false step. To be a disciple, you must be 

a decision-maker. When Jesus called 
Matthew, the tax collector did not re-
spond, “Can you wait until I make a 
pros-and-cons list fi rst?” No, “He got 
up and followed him.” (Mt 9:9). Mat-
thew responded with an immediacy 
we should imitate today.

This is not all meant to downplay 
the importance of discernment; I hope 
to emphasize it. It is important to fre-
quent the sacraments, to seek a spiri-
tual advisor and, if you are engaged, to 
fi nd a mentor couple. The closer you 
are to Christ, the more confi dently you 
can trust your instincts. But prudence 
is not holding back—it is discerning 
how to best move forward.

Do not be afraid of the unknown 
future parts of life. You will inevitably 
fall, but trust in God and your ability 
to discern. Because in a world that glo-
rifi es “choice,” we would be better off  
to start making some decisions.

Catherine Hadro is the host of “EWTN 
Pro-Life Weekly,” a television program 
dedicated to the pro-life issue from a 
Catholic perspective. She currently resides 
near Washington, D.C., with her husband. 
Twitter: @CatSzeltner.
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LAST  TAKE

Dear Millennials
Run, don’t walk, to your vocation

By Catherine Hadro
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social media and live events.

Applications open from September 15 to November 30
For more information please visit www.oharefellows.org 
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Spend a year at America Media in New York City
Develop your media skills
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