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n the aftermath of Jared Lee
Loughner’s shooting spree in
Tucson, Ariz., there has been much

talk about who is to blame for the
deaths and mayhem. The media pundit-
ry alternately pointed fingers and circled
wagons, and the National Rifle
Association rolled out its customary
defenses. They need not have bothered.
The U.S. public now seems somehow to
tacitly accept the odd proposition that
such occasional bloodletting is the price
we pay for “a well-regulated militia.”
Conservative commentators initially
appeared on the defensive, none more so
than the cable television celebrity and
governor manquée Sarah Palin, who vig-
orously rejected any suggestion that the
nation’s over-the-top political rhetoric
had any role to play in the attack.
Ms. Palin argued that the only per-

son responsible for the violence perpe-
trated by Jared Loughner was Jared
Loughner himself—not the U.S. gun
industry, not the N.R.A., not Arizona’s
recently diminished mental health ser-
vices, not you, not me. No; the only
responsible party here appears to be a
young man afflicted with a serious
mental illness, who by all accounts has
been drifting further away from reality
for months; a young man who was not
placed with an accountable mental
health authority, was not reported by
his family or community or by a college
administration that banned him from
school because of his erratic behavior; a
mentally ill person who was still able to
acquire a semi-automatic weapon with
an extended magazine. Loughner alone
is to blame for the deadly outcome in a
Safeway parking lot.
Can we really get off the hook that

easily?
Back in the Reagan era, when the

nation first discovered the undeserving
poor, another catchphrase similarly
entered the public lexicon: “personal
responsibility.” It is a phrase that has
endured much cultural ebb and flow
since Reagan was in office, now recov-
ered again to continue its mission of

obscuring the communal responsibility
we share in this thing we call society. 
Yes, Jared Loughner alone pulled the

trigger. But the events that brought him
to his terrible appointment with Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords and her constituents
thread through many lives, including
yours and mine. In an over-eager
embrace of our predominant culture’s
rugged Calvinistic tendencies, thor-
oughly Americanized Catholics seem to
wish away their faith’s communal, col-
lectivist roots.
It is O.K. to avoid those “c” words if

they smack too much of socialism for
your tastes. Just remember the scriptural
challenge voiced by Cain, one we are still
required to accept anew. We are our
brothers’ keepers, a responsibility we
bear personally in our daily works and
communally in the policies we promote
and the structures we build that allow us
to live justly, together, in society. On Jan.
8 in Tucson, we failed in those elemen-
tary obligations. KEVIN CLARKE

AN APPRECIATION
The editors join me in offering our
grateful appreciation to George
Anderson, S.J., on his retirement
from America’s editorial board.
Since August 1994 he has offered
our readers a distinctive voice with
his down-to-earth friendship with
the poor and victims of injustice. A
former prison chaplain and inner-
city pastor, he also possesses a spe-
cial sensibility for questions of
domestic policy and penned many
of our editorials on issues from
criminal justice to drug policy to
migration. At America he was truly
our conscience. We will miss him as
he returns to parish work.
We also welcome to the editorial

board Edward W. Schmidt, S.J.,
former provincial superior of the
Chicago Province of the Jesuits and
founding business manager of
Company magazine. 
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CURRENT COMMENT

Outrage in Philadelphia
Reading about the recent indictment of a Pennsylvania
abortion provider and the members of his staff is grue-
some work. The West Philadelphia physician Kermit
Gosnell and his employees have been charged with several
criminal counts, including eight of murder for the killing
of one patient and seven infants born viable during abor-
tion procedures. The details of these alleged crimes read
like something out of a horror novel. Dr. Gosnell routine-
ly delivered live babies in the second and even third
trimester of pregnancy, then dispatched them by “sticking
scissors into the back of the baby’s neck and cutting the
spinal cord,” Philadelphia’s District Attorney Seth
Williams charges. According to a 260-page grand jury
report, one newborn who weighed almost six pounds was
so big “the doctor joked...this baby ‘could walk me to the
bus stop.’”
The seven defenseless infants remembered in the crimi-

nal indictments were hardly his only victims. According to
the district attorney, Dr. Gosnell performed hundreds of
such “snippings” on infants delivered in the sixth, seventh
and even eighth month of pregnancy. How could his
“practice” have been allowed to continue for 32 years with-
out coming to the attention of regulators or law enforce-
ment? 
Where Dr. Gosnell worked helps explain how he

worked—and how he got away with it. Dr. Gosnell has
been operating for years within Philadelphia’s poor and
immigrant communities, among people less likely or
unable to object to substandard treatment. His patients’
limited options and economic constraints make a mockery
of the presumption of choice. 
In their efforts to protect unrestricted abortion rights in

America, the pro-choice community helped create the cul-
tural space for such aberrations. How many other Dr.
Gosnells are out there trolling in America’s neglected com-
munities? This sorry episode stands as a stark indictment
of the flimsiness of America’s abortion controls. You could
not do to a dog what this man and his staff allegedly did to
their patients and these helpless infants.
After decades of abortion on demand, it is not clear

Americans can be shocked anymore by this peculiar insti-
tution’s cruelty and inhumanity. Are these grisly acts what
the right to privacy was intended to screen from public
scrutiny? The fine print of Roe v. Wade diminished but
did not obliterate the state’s legitimate interest in protect-
ing prenatal life. Perhaps this outrage may be enough to
awaken the government again to its basic obligations.

Drop That Gun
The shooting in Tucson on Jan. 8 can be just one more
moment of televised grief or it can be the door, if we dare
to open it, to a sane and more just society. 
The cover of The Economist for Jan. 15 summed up

our situation well: a cartoon drawing of two screaming
heads, mouths wide open and, in place of tongues, two
hands sticking out clutching pistols. In American culture
many people seem to think any problem can be resolved at
gunpoint—from an imagined insult to a paranoid fear that
appeals to the Second Amendment to protect us from “big
government.” 
Blame may be spread: our heritage of frontier violence;

crime shows where handguns are everywhere; neighbor-
hoods where a weapon defines a teenager’s masculinity;
gun merchants who sell weapons to mad students who
become mass killers, like the assassins who killed 32 peo-
ple at Virginia Tech and five at Northern Illinois
University; gun enthusiasts who preach that we should
tote pistols to work, restaurants, ball games, political meet-
ings, classes and even church. 
Blame also the pusillanimous politicians who have sold

their souls to the National Rifle Association at the cost of
100,000 shootings a year and 34 gun-related deaths a day
in the United States. 
Jerome Grossman of Boston, who blogs at “Relentless

Liberal,” made three reasonable proposals on Jan. 10 for
gun control: uniform regulations in all states; required
physical, medical and written tests along with training in
firearms; housing all guns in the local police station to be
signed out for a reason, e.g., to hunt or target-shoot, not to
shoot one’s spouse or one’s self, to settle an argument, or
for children to play with. 
But for the time being, our leaders—politicians, intel-

lectuals and clergy—must call for immediate practical
reforms to deal with the most glaring problems. No private
citizen should own automatic weapons or guns with high
capacity magazines like the 33-cartridge unit used in
Tucson. Tough laws, strictly enforced, must deny guns to
mentally ill individuals like Jared Loughner, ban guns at
public events and require dealers to keep records of all
legal sales.
President Obama praised the six who lost their lives in

Tucson as representing “the best in America.” But how
much do we value the lives and safety not just of a con-
gresswoman, a judge and a 9-year-old girl, but of every
neighbor? How will we answer that most basic question,
“Am I my brother’s keeper?”



mong the many moral and practical arguments
against the death penalty—including the futility of
retribution, the failure of deterrence and the unre-

liability of jailhouse snitches—the most effective recently is
the unreliability of “junk science,” the less-than-scientific
analyses of blood and bullets presented as evidence of guilt.
In several states, in a manner that disregards both the
Constitutional rights of the accused and basic justice, the
prosecuting attorneys either presented sloppy lab work or
withheld from the defense evidence that might have affect-
ed the verdict or the sentence, including the death sentence.

On Jan. 11, after a decade of debate and the revelation
that 13 prisoners had been wrongly condemned, Illinois
voted to end the death penalty. The same day, in response to
a powerful investigative series reported in The Raleigh
News & Observer, North Carolina fired the State Board of
Investigation agent and serologist Duane Deaver, who was
responsible for the biased and slipshod blood reports that
sentenced innocent men to prison and to death. 

The catalyst for the newspaper’s investigation was the
case of Greg Taylor, released from prison at the end of 2010
after 17 years behind bars for a murder he did not commit.
The prosecution said that the victim’s blood had been found
on Taylor’s sport utility vehicle; but according to evidence
that Deaver withheld, the blood was absent. Attorney
General Roy Cooper commissioned an independent audit
of the serology unit for the years 1987 to 2003. In August
the audit called into question the work on 229 criminal
cases, including seven death penalty convictions. The S.B.I.
had consistently withheld evidence that might have helped
defendants. These recent findings came too late for three
men who had been executed during the past 10 years. Even
if the condemned men had been guilty, the withheld evi-
dence might have influenced the jury to lessen punishment. 

Moved to action by Mr. Taylor’s release, a team of five
reporters studied over 15,000 pages of documents concern-
ing the crime lab protocol and practices and interviewed
lawyers, ballistics experts, lab experts, state officials and vic-
tims of the S.B.I.’s mistakes. Then they published over 60
articles, including four in-depth stories. 

In 1991, for example, Floyd Brown, 46, was arrested
on the charge of beating a retired schoolteacher to death.
According to the prosecution, Mr. Brown dictated a
detailed six-page confession. But because Mr. Brown cannot
recite the alphabet or tell time and has the mental ability of

a 7-year-old and could not
understand the charges against
him, he was locked away in a
mental hospital for 14 years.
Then, in 2007, the judge freed
Mr. Brown, ruling that the alleged confession failed to con-
vince. 

In 2007 Kirk Turner said he killed his wife, Jennifer,
with a pocket knife in self-defense after she attacked him
with a 7-foot spear. Prosecutors claimed Mr. Turner killed
his wife, wiped the blood-stained knife on his shirt, then
stabbed himself in the leg with the spear to fake her attack.
Outside experts concluded, however, that the blood stains
on the shirt were not made by a knife but most likely by
throwing the shirt on the floor. DNA tests revealed that the
blood was only Kirk Turner’s, from his leg wound. 

The News & Observer investigation revealed more
than a dozen times in which S.B.I. agents bent the rules to
give prosecutors the answers they sought. When a 10-year-
old boy was accidentally shot in a street fight between gangs,
the accused youth claimed he had returned fire from anoth-
er boy. The S.B.I. bullet analyst testified that the two bullets
found came from the accused’s gun. But a former F.B.I.
crime lab analyst said the bullets looked “starkly different.”
Today the boy is still in prison serving a 23-year sentence.

We draw three conclusions. First, science analysts in
criminal cases must be highly trained and taught to see their
roles as serving the truth, not the prosecution. Second, the
possibility for error is much too high to allow these tests to
determine whether a defendant lives or dies. Third, watch-
dog newspapers are indispensable for a just society.

In the first judicial response to the audit and the
press’s revelations, on Dec. 30, 2010, a Durham County
superior court judge tossed out the conviction of Derrick
Allen, 32, after he had spent 12 years in prison for the sex-
ual abuse and killing of his girlfriend’s 2-year-old daughter.
According to the S.B.I. report, blood had been found on the
child’s underwear. Allen had been induced to plead guilty in
a deal to escape the death penalty; but, once incarcerated, he
fought his conviction, professing innocence. The S.B.I.
report of blood had been false. 

Upon his release, Mr. Allen pulled his wool cap over
his head and walked out into the streets alone. Later he sent
a text message to his lawyer: “Thank you for giving me back
my life.”

Giving Back Lives

A
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n Ramallah on the West Bank, protests threatened the Palestinian political
establishment after the leak of the “Palestine Papers” provoked outrage over
revelations of generous concessions to Israel during years of futile peace talks.

In Lebanon a “day of rage” challenged Hezbollah’s emerging new order. In Tunisia
demonstrators continued weeks of protest, pressing for democratic and social
reforms. And in cities throughout Egypt, thousands again took to the street in
defiance of the three-decades-old regime of Hosni Mubarak and the threat of a
brutal clampdown by security and military forces. In major cities throughout the
Arab world, long-simmering resentments and aspirations for a different political
order appear to have ignited almost overnight into popular uprisings against
long-established autocratic regimes.
Whatever the near-term outcome of these street rebellions, said Emad Shahin

of Notre Dame’s Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, things in the
Arab world and its relationship to the West “will never be the same. There is no
going back from this.” Years of humiliation and frustration are finally boiling over
throughout the Arab world, he said, inspired by a remarkable uprising in Tunisia
that successfully dislodged what had appeared to be an immovable regime of

While declining to join efforts to
repeal the reform, U.S. bishops are
offering strong support to the “No
Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act,”
introduced on Jan. 20. “The health care
law made it clear that the current way
we prevent taxpayer funding of abor-
tion through annual riders is danger-
ously fragile,” said Rep. Dan Lipinski,
Democrat of Illinois, co-chair of the
Congressional Pro-Life Caucus. “We
must take action to prevent federal
funding for abortion under the health

he Republican-led House of
Representatives voted 245 to
189 on Jan. 19 to repeal the

Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act, commonly referred to as the
health care reform law, a repeal unlike-
ly to be considered by the Democratic-
run Senate and which would undoubt-
edly be vetoed by President Barack
Obama if it were to reach his desk.
What are the next steps for those who
would like to see changes or improve-
ments in that law?

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T

The Arab World Engulfed 
In Turmoil and Hope

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .

‘Fixing’ Health Care Reform
care law and throughout the govern-
ment, without exception.” The House
leadership also is taking another
approach to improving—or replac-
ing—the health reform law. A resolu-
tion approved on Jan. 20 by a 253-to-
175 vote, including 14 Democrats,
directed four House committees to
come up with legislation that would
preserve some aspects of the law.
Among other things, the resolution

said, the proposed legislation should
“lower health care premiums through
increased competition and choice,”
allow patients to keep their current
doctors, give people with pre-existing
conditions access to affordable health

President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali.
“The Arab world has been a black

hole of democracy” with little oppor-
tunity for free expression, vast political
corruption and ruthless suppression of
antigovernment sentiment, said
Rashid Khalidi, the Edward Said

Professor of Modern Arab Studies at
Columbia University in New York. It
has been seething for years. “Was
Tunis just ready to blow? Is Egypt
ready to blow? We will know tomor-
row. A lot will depend on what the

security forces and the army will do.”
Tunisia’s tiny but professional and tra-
ditionally apolitical army sided with
the pro-democracy demonstrators in
the streets and even engaged in run-
ning battles with pro-government

T

I

An anti-government protestor
clashes with police in downtown
Cairo on Jan. 25.
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about the possibility that it will cause
an increase in taxes or have objections
regarding medical privacy or other
provisions.

ed to support Mubarak, its patron.
Are these chaotic scenes in Cairo

and Tunis a first glimpse of a political-
social domino fall in the Arab world
reminiscent of the Soviet collapse in
1989? “If that’s the case, then the
United States and Israel have the most
to be worried about,” said Khalidi. The
regimes that are on the verge have all
been friendly to the United States, he
said, which over decades has held its
nose while supporting Arab kleptocra-
cies and autocratic regimes like Egypt’s
Mubarak, favoring stability and acqui-
escence to Western interests over
democracy. If the days of authoritarian
rule are over, it will mean that new,
popularly supported governments in
the Arab world may not be as willing
to accept U.S. policy in the region, par-
ticularly regarding Israel and the dis-
position of the Palestinian people.
Shahin described the U.S. response

to the rapidly changing events on the
ground in Egypt and Tunisia as flat-
footed and conflicted. President
Obama used his State of the Union
address to deliver a message of support
to Tunisian demonstrators and

coverage, increase the number of
insured Americans and “prohibit tax-
payer funding of abortions and pro-
vide conscience protections for health
care providers.”
Others who want changes in the

health care reform law have taken a
different tack. At least two dozen law-
suits have been filed in federal court
against various aspects of the law. On
Jan. 18 six more states joined in a
Florida-led effort to overturn the
requirement that each American carry
health insurance by 2014 or pay a
penalty to the government. More than
half the states are now involved. In
December, U.S. District Judge Henry

E. Hudson declared the
mandate unconstitutional in
a separate lawsuit brought by
the Commonwealth of
Virginia. The Obama
administration is appealing
the ruling, and the issue is
expected to reach the U.S.
Supreme Court eventually.
Other legal chal-

lenges—brought by indi-
viduals, political or civic
associations, small-busi-
ness owners and groups of
physicians or patients—find fault with
the law’s effects on Medicare or
Medicaid coverage, are concerned

encouraged “the democratic aspira-
tions of all people.” But that same day
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
issued yet another statement of confi-
dence in the “stability” of the Mubarak
government.
While the West may now be recog-

nizing the short-sightedness of its
preference for stability over democra-
cy, Shahin did not believe that the
upheaval in Tunis and Egypt provided
a significant opening to radical
Islamists. The Muslim Brotherhood,
he said, has been largely absent from
the uprising in Egypt. For the most
part, it is average working- and mid-
dle-class Egyptians, led by their
Facebook-friendly young people, who
are taking to the streets demanding
basic democratic privileges and politi-
cal and social reforms that would 
be completely comprehensible to
America’s founding fathers. He feared,
however, such aspirations are heading
toward a deadly confrontation with
the Mubarak regime. Referring to the
Ben Ali regime, he said, “Mubarak has
learned from what happened in
Tunisia.... He will not back down.”

security forces in efforts to protect
protestors. “Were it not for the
Tunisian army, the security forces
would have suppressed this,” said
Khalidi, an outcome far more likely in
Egypt, where a large military is expect-

During the State of the Union address on Jan. 25,
President Obama pushed back against efforts to
repeal health care reform, but said he is willing to
“fix what needs fixing.”
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C.R.S. Staff Evacuated
from Darfur
More than a dozen Catholic Relief
Services aid workers were evacuated
from a remote area of western Darfur
to the Sudanese capital of Khartoum
on Jan. 21 with the help of the United
Nations after receiving “indications of
threats.” In all, 13 international and
national aid workers were escorted out
of outlying sections of El Geneina near
the border with Chad at the request of
Sudanese officials, said John Rivera,
C.R.S. director of communications,
from the agency’s Baltimore headquar-
ters. The nature of the threat to the
workers was unknown. “We have
heard reports of accusations regarding
our work in Darfur,” Rivera said. “We
have not received an official notifica-
tion about this from the government
of Sudan. While we work to ascertain
exactly what is going on, we are taking
steps to ensure the safety of our staff.”

Congressional Believers
An analysis by the Pew Forum on
Religion in Public Life found that
Catholics are one of several denomina-
tions whose representation in Congress
exceeds their representation in the U.S.
population. Pew reported that with 156
Catholics in the House and Senate,
Catholics make up 29.2 percent of the
112th Congress but 23.9 percent of all
U.S. adults. Also disproportionately
represented are Protestants overall,
Jews and Mormons, according to the
study, issued on Jan. 6. Numbering 304
out of the 535 members of the new
Congress, Protestants comprise 56.8
percent of Congress, versus 51.3 per-
cent of U.S. adults. The Jews in
Congress (39) account for 7.3 percent
of lawmakers, versus 1.7 percent of
U.S. adults. The 15 Mormons make up
2.8 percent of Congress; 1.7 percent of

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

The White House announced a presidential
directive on Jan. 14 that will make travel and
financial assistance to Cuba easier, especially
for religious organizations. • The Catholic
Climate Covenant welcomed the news of
the beatification of Pope John Paul II,
describing the late pope as “instrumental in
renewing the church’s ancient teachings in
light of modern environmental degradation.” • Retired Bishop
Samuel Ruiz García, known as the champion of the poor and
indigenous in southern Mexico, died on Jan. 24 of complications
from long-standing illnesses. He was 86. • The Eternal Word
Television Network has signed a letter of intent to acquire the
National Catholic Register, operated by the Legionaries of Christ
since 1995. • Top Muslim academics in Egypt are suspending all
dialogue with the Vatican to protest Pope Benedict XVI’s remarks
about anti-Christian violence in Egypt. • Looking forward to his
retirement, Cardinal Roger M. Mahony of Los Angeles said in a
blog post that he intends to spend the coming months and years
“walking in solidarity with the 11 million immigrants who have come
to the United States to improve their own lives and the life of our
country.”

N E W S B R I E F S

Samuel Ruiz García

adults are Mormons. The 58 members
of Congress who do not specify a
Christian denomination come to 10.8
percent, versus 5.1 percent of U.S.
adults.

‘Facebook Action’
“The unfolding revolution in Tunisia
has come about because of ‘Facebook
action,’” said the Rev. Ramon
Echeverria, vicar of the diocese of
Tunis, who is a member of the
Missionaries of Africa (White
Fathers). “An unprecedented aspect of
the Tunisian revolution for this coun-
try and the Arab world in general,”
Father Echeverria said, “is the emerg-
ing of a new course of action and
expression, which we could call the
‘Facebook action,’ with its fundamen-

tal concept of freedom…. These young
people that took to the streets, causing
the flight of Ben Ali, live in a parallel
world—the Internet, in which despite
censorship they move more freely than
in their everyday life. It is this freedom
that they demanded and continue to
demand.” Father Echeverria said he
thought the parallel between the
Internet, free by nature, and popular
demonstrations is evident. “In fact no
party or opposition movement was
able to take advantage of the protest
because of this spontaneity and
unprecedented forms of organization.
The Internet allows information to
travel instantly not only from one part
of Tunisia to another, but across all
Arab nations.”

From CNS and other sources. 
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corruption scandals involving non-
profits and as the public sees and hears
more about nonprofit executives who
make really big bucks (like the many
private university presidents with mil-
lion-dollar-plus annual compensation
packages). 
Already some city governments

have experimented with payment in
lieu of taxes or so-called PILOT
arrangements, by which properties
owned by large nonprofit
organizations are taxed at a
rate higher than zero but
lower than the same prop-
erties would be taxed were
they owned by a for-profit
firm. And at the federal
level, nonprofit hospitals in
particular have come in for
ever-greater scrutiny of
their balance sheets, execu-
tive pay and service to low-
income communities.
Grandstanding politicians and sen-

sationalizing journalists can quickly
turn legitimate concerns about
accountability or performance into a
three-ring circus. But, putting that
prospect to one side, do nonprofit
leaders have more to hope or to fear
from calls demanding that they justify
their tax-exempted properties and tax-
subsidized personnel or programs? 
At least where most Catholic non-

profit organizations are concerned, I
would say there should be hope:
Catholic nonprofit organizations are
second to none when it comes to pre-
dictably and reliably producing bene-
fits for nonmembers, wider communi-
ties and the public at large. 
In my home archdiocese of Phila-

delphia, for instance, Catholic hospitals
dot the cityscape and serve many poor

hether measured by annu-
al revenues, number of
employees or the market

value of property holdings, the non-
profit sector has grown dramatically in
recent decades. Indeed, it has grown
faster than either the public sector or
the business sector. 
Today, with over a trillion dollars a

year in revenues, hundreds of thou-
sands of nonprofit organizations of all
sorts and sizes qualify under federal,
state and local laws for multiple tax
benefits. Nonprofit organizations pay
no property taxes. Their donors may
get federal tax deductions. Their mem-
bers (like students at private colleges)
may get tax-funded grants or vouchers
(like loans to pay college tuition). And
their leaders may apply for government
aid or compete for government con-
tracts to fund employees’ salaries or to
cover certain operating expenses. 
As the fiscal crisis, which first

showed itself in 2007, continues, ever
more federal, state and local policy-
makers in both parties are asking tough
but timely questions about the non-
profit sector: How much does it light-
en local property tax coffers and reduce
federal tax revenues? What is the total
tab for all the tax-funded subsidies?
And what does the wider public actual-
ly get in return for all the tax breaks
and government funding?
Studies are underway, but nobody

knows for sure what the results will be.
Yet no matter what the research ulti-
mately shows, public pressure for
accountability will continue to grow as
more media attention is focused on

people who are not Catholic. Catholic
Health Care Services encompasses
skilled nursing homes, assisted living
facilities and more. Catholic Social
Services helps over 250,000 people a
year in soup kitchens, shelters for the
homeless and schools for developmen-
tally disabled children. Catholic
Community-Based Services runs adop-
tion and foster care programs, staffs
senior community centers and supplies

immigration services.
Catholic elementary
schools, after-school pro-
grams, high schools, col-
leges and universities
educate tens of thou-
sands, including many
low-income people who
are not Catholics.
And that local list

just scratches a surface
beneath which are sev-
eral Catholic religious

orders and networks that benefit their
needy non-Catholic neighbors—
preschoolers, battered women, ex-pris-
oners and others. 
What would it cost Uncle Sam,

nationally, to replace just the social ser-
vices supplied by Catholic nonprofit
organizations to non-Catholics? I am
in the early phases of research on this
“civic replacement value” question, but
already this much of the answer seems
clear: certainly no less, and possibly far
more, than these Catholic organiza-
tions receive in tax exemptions and
subsidies. 
Indeed, if all Catholic institutions

in America suddenly shut down next
Monday, some Catholics might not
notice till the following Sunday, but
millions of needy non-Catholics
would notice at once.

The Value of Nonprofits
W

What 
would it 

cost 
Uncle Sam
to replace
Catholic
agencies?
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Tomorrow’s
Theologians

BY PAUL G. CROWLEY

A NEW GENERATION IMAGINES THE FUTURE.



iven the abundance of recent data about the waning of the
Christian faith among the young, it might seem foolhardy
to suggest that Catholic theology may be on the verge of
resurgence. Certainly, many observers warn of theological
malaise; some theologians are called to task by ecclesiasti-

cal authorities; and the mid-20th-century generation of “great theolo-
gians” has passed. Yet theologians can discern the future reflected in
today’s students, including those of the North American Jesuit universi-
ties, some of whom aspire to become theologians themselves. 
Over the years I have met a wide variety of students and reflected on

the theological education offered them. Without the baggage of ecclesi-
astical battles and culture wars, students come with whatever they have
received from parents and teachers. Increasingly, students reflect not only
the cultural and ethnic diversity of society but also some of the wider cul-
ture’s positive values, like a strong yearning for a just social order. 
Some students claim multiple religious identities and express faith in

new ways; they eschew dogmatism and show openness toward people
unlike themselves. They are accustomed to immersion in other worlds.
Many, even students raised in nonreligious environments, exhibit an
ethic of service. Some students pursue a theological vocation not in order
to become professional theologians but as part of their search for a theo-
logical horizon to inform their lives. A handful will pursue graduate work
in theology or ministry, including Protestants who seek a systematic
framework for theological reflection. Such students are forcing the cur-
rent custodians of the flame to imagine with them the future shape of
Catholic theology. Who are these students?

G

PAUL G. CROWLEY, S.J., a theology professor, is chair of the religious studies 
department at Santa Clara University. 
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Many-Faceted Students
Idealistic realists. Contemporary students were born into a
world after modernity. They lack some of the opportunities
their parents and teachers enjoyed at their age, despite the
Vietnam War and the upheavals of the 1960s: availability of
loans, a robust job market and relative social stability. But
their parents and teachers, especially those now around age
60, were then living in the final stages of a modern era that
was quickly unravelling. The frameworks of coherence that
were part of the modern “project” were disintegrating in the
wake of two world wars, the bomb and the advent of mod-
ern forms of genocide. 
What marks the present age is a growing sense of inco-

herence and threat, born of
an increasing awareness of
poverty, the effects of total
war, the implosion of
political and religious
institutions, ecological dis-
aster and endangerment of
life on the planet. Still, stu-
dents today, perhaps with
the perenniel idealism of youth, want to help and serve.
Rather than escape into a spiritual fantasyland, they see no
salvation outside of engaging a reality they all share. They
are idealistic realists. 
Pioneers. As many students see it, religious energy is

mushrooming. It is found not only in Catholicism’s ecclesial
movements (ranging from Sant’Egidio to Communione e
Liberazione) but in the growth of neo-Christian move-
ments and “churches” in developing countries, as well as in
the megalopolises (like Los Angeles) of developed coun-
tries. Students also see the energy of religion outside
Christianity, in Islam and Islamic movements, in Hinduism
and even in Buddhism, which is an “institutional religion”
with its own texts, rituals and ethical codes. And they wit-
ness the muscle-flexing of postcolonial churches in Africa
and Asia and the crisscrossing of religious traditions, some-
times within their own families. Many have a mixed reli-
gious heritage (Buddhist and Christian, Islamic and
Christian, Hindu and Buddhist, Jewish and Christian).
Some students even participate in religious practices like
Wicca and “paganism.” Within this universe of energy, they
are looking for roots. Many hunger for the solid food of the-
ology and a linkage with ancient Christian traditions, even
as they also seek to enter non-Christian religious worlds.
These students challenge theological views that are too
exclusivist or rigid in their understanding of the religious
others in their midst. Living within this mix, these students
are pioneers.
Cultural experts. Today’s students are accustomed to a

world linked by technology and popular culture.

Communication transcends the particularities of place and
creates a sense of cultural simultaneity across the globe. The
students know one another’s cultures in uncanny ways.
Despite being tethered to smart phones, Facebook and
Twitter, they recognize superficiality when they see it and
desire something profound instead. That desire is expressed
in music and film, where messages for peace, toleration and
care for the earth establish a credo among many students
who are not rooted in religious observance but seek the
depths of being human. 
There are dangers associated with popular culture and a

pan-culture of hedonism (that lures their elders as well).
But it is a mistake to label popular culture the enemy of

faith, casting it as a “cul-
ture of death” and fighting
it rather than working
within it to learn from it.
A rejection of popular cul-
ture risks rejecting
prophetic sensibilities that
might otherwise be
missed. Students are cul-

tural experts in some ways that their elders cannot be. 
Spiritual, not religious. One should not be too quick to

condemn the “I’m spiritual, not religious” mantra of many
students, for it may express a desire for more depth than
they are being fed in mainstream religious education. 
Two dimensions of Christian faith have deep appeal to

many of these students. First is their discovery that faith is
not the same thing as assent to dogma or adherence to reli-
gious duty. Religion in these senses attends faith but does
not describe it. Rather, faith is the acceptance of the gift of
God’s love in the person of Jesus. It is a relationality “more
intimate to me than I am to myself,” to quote St. Augustine.
When shared and communicated, that relationality estab-
lishes a community of faith. When students see it this way
they are freed to focus on the heart of the matter and to
appreciate the classical expressions of faith, like the creeds
and council teachings. 
The second dimension is the notion of God as mystery:

God as incomprehensible, ineffable, endlessly knowable and
lovable yet not possibly contained or summed up within a
single doctrinal formulation. God is not an object alongside
others. This too is freeing. It allows students to discover how
their search for the spiritual dovetails with the deepest parts
of their religious selves. The choice is not between atheism
and faith but between simplistic formulations of faith and a
journey through life into their own transcendent depths.
Many students seek to be religious with spiritual depth.
No-nonsense Catholics. Like their elders, many students

hope for a transformed church. Even non-Catholic students
express as much. Their hopes do not issue from any failure

Today’s students raise questions that
their elders ignore at their own risk

and at risk to the Gospel.
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of their elders to embrace the Second Vatican Council, for
this generation was born long after the council, which they
identify (rightly) as a mid-20th-century event, a product of
the waning days of modernity and its optimism. Very many
young men and women express a desire for ordination as
long as they can also be married. 
What bothers these students, at least as much as

hypocrisy and clerical sexual abuse, are the foppish trap-
pings of hierarchical clericalism. They seek a vital, Gospel-
imbued Catholicism that is contemporary. They consider
as “no-brainers” the ideas that the church should: be con-
versant with science, popular culture and secularity (not
threatened by them); allow ordination to married men or
women; engage other religions in positive ways; reflect a
deeper understanding of marriage; accept homosexuals in
committed partnerships; and serve the poorest and listen to
their voices. Many students seek a church where they can
pray deeply. When they visit Maryknoll missionaries work-
ing with AIDS victims in Namibia or Jesuits working with
gangs in Los Angeles, for example, the students describe
this as the church “at its best.” These are no-nonsense
Catholics.
Future theologians. Some students will become the

church’s future theologians. While it is possible to criticize
this generation for being overly idealistic, for not taking the
problem of evil seriously enough and for being too sanguine
about the virtues of popular culture, today’s students also
raise questions that their elders ignore at their own risk and
at risk to the Gospel. They typically ask, for example: Why
is it important at all to claim the uniqueness of Jesus among
the many holy “saviors” of world religions? What are we to
make of the claim that Jesus is God?  Why is it not the case
that the ultimate validity of any religion is the degree to
which it contributes to and validates a life of self-giving
virtue? Why does Christianity, as students perceive it, seem
so focused on the enforcement of moral codes surrounding
sexuality? These students are not rebels; they ask such ques-
tions from the standpoint of their own cultural reality and
in a search for intellectually honest truth.

Five Guiding Principles
Given that these are the students enrolling, what kind of a
theological program might a Jesuit university imagine for
them? The following five principles are derived from a Jesuit
take on the aims of Catholic higher education. They pre-
sume that universities—through curriculum, including
Scripture—will ensure that the Catholic tradition is inte-
gral. The issue is less one of content than of how to engage
that content. The rigor and objectives of any new program
should stand in continuity with what is classic and contem-
porary about Jesuit self-understanding.
1. Let theological knowledge emerge from the study of what
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is nontheological. This principle reflects the deepest wisdom
of Jesuit tradition: that teachers build up to a focus on the-
ological matter from that which is nontheological. It implies
that other forms of knowledge (including the sciences, phi-
losophy, literature and the arts) are crucial to the formation
of a theological imagination. What stops some students
from seriously engaging theology is the inability of some
theology professors and church teachers
to engage nontheological matter, like sci-
ence and technology, politics or even
sports in a critical yet positive way.
Consequently, students cannot see the
value of theology in its own right, for their
teachers do not see the relevance of faith to any other
domain of knowledge or experience. 
2. Let the nontheological understanding of religions and cul-

tures inform theology. The problem of failing to see the rele-
vance of faith to other forms of knowledge is not altogether
solved by the nontheological study of religion, as in religious
studies, although the field of religious studies is crucial to
the development of an integral theological mind. Religious
studies should not be an adjunct to theology but a partner.
Theology should help inform religious studies toward a
consideration of the ultimate ends of religious rituals,
beliefs and codes. Other disciplines can help students
understand the contexts in which faith arises: philosophy

first, and then history, literature, sociology, psychology,
anthropology, economics and the arts. 
3. Let theological insights be gleaned through interreligious

dialogue. Interreligious dialogue is often considered an
appendage to serious theological inquiry, and indeed it is to
be distinguished in its methods from theological specula-
tion. Yet an understanding of Christian faith through a

study of the texts, rituals, ethics and doc-
trines of others can lead to a deeper
understanding of one’s own tradition. The
emergence of comparative theology is
among the most hopeful developments in
recent years; it engenders theological

vitality among students with a firsthand knowledge of reli-
gious pluralism. The juxtaposition of a Gospel text with a
Buddhist or Hindu sutra or a passage from the Gita, for
example, helps to open the theological mind. These readings
in a university setting can deepen not only interreligious
understanding but theological understanding as well. 
4. Let lived experience of the impoverished and marginalized

be a touchstone for theological learning. Firsthand learning
from exposure to and prolonged immersion in the worlds of
poor and marginalized people (battered women, orphaned
children, persons who suffer from stigmatizing diseases, and
the like) can lead to a transformation of hearts and an open-
ing of minds. Even at its most speculative, theological
understanding must include within its gaze concrete human
existence in its various historical forms. Like interreligious
dialogue, direct learning (sometimes called service learning)
should no longer be seen as an option but as an integral ele-
ment of theological education. 
5. Let the God-mystery stand as the horizon for all learning

in the university. At the Jesuit university, God cannot be rel-
egated to designated departments or programs. Such relega-
tion would be proper at a secular state or private university.
In the Jesuit university, however, God as mystery stands as
the finality of all activity, even the most “godless.” All modes
of learning are either implicitly or explicitly theological since
they derive from an explicit theological understanding of
the nature and destiny of creation. This view makes room at
the Jesuit university for the embrace of all who do not share
the Catholic faith or who deny the existence of God. For at
its root the Jesuit university is a project of faith, an affirma-
tion that God is disclosed in the human even when the
human cannot find or refuses to find God.
While I write from a particular vantage point, that of

Jesuit education, I hope that some of these ideas might
prove relevant to other Catholic universities.  The real news
here for theological education is what students are bringing
to the table, for these are tomorrow’s theologians, those who
will bring about a resurgence of Catholic theology in the
near future. That should give us hope.
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s a graduate student in theology,
I lived in a large university town
near San Francisco. My room
was in the basement of the

house, where I spent many hours studying
some of the best thinkers in the Christian
tradition. After getting up one morning, I
looked out my window. On the other side of
the wall from where I had slept was a home-
less man. Physically we were little more than
a foot-and-a-half away from each other.
Existentially, however, we lived in two differ-
ent worlds. My reality was a comfortable
home, a warm bed and a life of the mind; his
was distress and discomfort, a brick mat-
tress and a life of the streets. That experi-
ence changed not only the way I thought
about theology but also the way I began to
do it.
I pondered what the world might look

like from his side of the wall: how he
thought about life, what he learned about
people and, more to the point, if and how he
understood God. I had read enough Scripture to know of
Christ’s self-identification with the hungry, thirsty, naked,
sick, imprisoned and estranged (Mt 25:31-46), but I won-
dered if my neighbor’s social location gave him a better van-
tage point than my own from which to understand theolog-
ical realities.
Gradually I started “migrating” from the comfort of my

room, library and ideas about God in search of insight
among the vulnerable of the world, the living “texts” of the
poor and the challenge of the living God. I began to study
theology with “the crucified peoples of today,” as the theolo-
gian Ignacio Ellacuría, S.J., described them. 
For two decades I have been a “border theologian” doing

what might be called “theological ethnography,” which stud-
ies Christian faith experience among cultural groups. The

A Theology of Migration
A new method for understanding a God on the move 
BY DANIEL G. GROODY

A
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method for this approach is shaped primarily by Christian
spirituality, or following of Jesus, and Christian theology, a
reflection on that experience within the social context of a
faith that does justice. The method is rooted in an attempt
to understand the gift and challenge of Christian faith,
beginning with those who live with acute human suffering,
like undocumented migrants or victims of human traffick-
ing. 
Geographically, my work is rooted in the narratives of

those who migrate between Mexico and the United States,
Spain and Morocco, Malta and Libya, Slovakia and
Ukraine, and Haiti and the Dominican Republic.
Theologically, it explores human experience in frontier
spaces in light of theological themes like creation and
redemption, grace and sin, life and death. I search for reve-
lation in deserts, mountains, canals, detention facilities, bor-
der towns and broken highways, as well as in the Scriptures,
the early church, the work of contemporary writers,
Catholic social teaching, the social sciences and the deep
desires of the human heart. The pathways into these worlds

DANIEL G. GROODY, C.S.C., an associate professor of theology at the
University of Notre Dame, has written articles and books on migration,
globalization and theology, including Globalization, Spirituality,
and Justice: Navigating a Path to Peace. His films include the docu-
mentary “Dying to Live: A Migrant’s Journey.” 

Oswaldo Franco, right, eats dinner outside a shelter for the homeless
in Tijuana, Mexico. He had lived in the United States for four years
without documents before being deported to Mexico in 2009.
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ing to degenerate into a career in which understanding seeks
recognition. When this happens theologians can spend
much time answering questions that no one is asking and
speaking in a language few understand, while ignoring
pressing issues that affect the human community and offer-
ing little guidance or nourishment for this journey to a bet-
ter homeland. 
As discourse about religion becomes politicized, I worry

that people of faith forgo deeper reflection on the Gospel
message and take refuge in hollow platitudes, simplistic
answers or shallow cultural norms. In doing so they foreclose
any serious opening of the religious mind and subject them-
selves to false certitudes, eclipsing the light of past wisdom
that can guide our journey to a better world. Theological
reflection is short-circuited when inner walls leave
Christians 18 inches short of a life-giving message because of
sterile intellectualism, lobotomized fundamentalism, obses-
sive rubricism, privatized pietism or frenetic activism. What
Native American elders said of the pilgrimage of life could
also be said of theological understanding: the long journey of
human life moves from the head to the heart and back to the
head again. It is a journey, I would add, that leads Christians
out to serve their neighbor in need.
While it shares much with other theological approaches,

my method involves the study of the written word (printed
texts), attentiveness to the spoken word (living texts),  engage-
ment with the marginal word (crucified texts), and under-
standing of the contemporary word (cultural texts), expressed
at times through multiple media or the visual word (symbol-
ic texts). All of these texts are an integral part of the task of
theology, serving the evangelizing mission of the church in its
proclamation of the incarnate Word (the revealed text). 
In brief, my theological method is based on the

Incarnation—the belief that God migrated to humanity so
all of us in turn could migrate back to God. Broadly consid-
ered, these elements are woven together in a process that
involves 1) immersion in the world, especially into the life of
the poor; 2) “interfluence,” or the ways in which the lived

experience of Christian faith and the
deposit of Christian tradition mutually
influence each other; and 3) an interpre-
tation of life that seeks to deepen our
relationship with God and each other.
This method is not just about retrieval
and application, nor the gathering of

new information for human formation. Rather it is a vision
of life that leads to transformation and the construction of a
new imagination.

A Migrant God for a Migrant People
Not long ago on the coast of Morocco, one of the global
hotspots of international migration, I spoke with three
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into several vertical dimensions as well. Growing up, I came
across a pamphlet in which a question was posed: Did you
know you could miss heaven by 18 inches? (This is the dis-
tance between the head and the heart in most people.) The
pamphlet explained that God was not a concept to be
understood but a person to be encountered in the depth of
one’s being. The same could be said about
theology.
For me theology is not simply about

“faith seeking understanding” (St. Anselm)
but also about generating knowledge born
of love. Migrants, for the most part, do not
care what I know but want to know that I
care. Many scholars, conversely, do not care that I care but
primarily care about what I know. Theological ethnography
emerges from the heart and the head, the pastoral and the
academic, rooting its reflection in the life of people. 
As theology in general becomes more professionalized,

however, we theologians can lose touch with the pastoral life
of the church, causing the task of faith seeking understand-

are sometimes as circuitous and uncharted as a migrant’s
journey, even as they are illuminated by a guiding light on a
distant horizon.

A Migration Toward Understanding
Theological ethnography is born of trial and error, in the
messiness of human experience. It involves not only hori-
zontal dimensions related to social issues but a migration

ON THE  WEB
A conversation 

with Daniel G. Groody, C.S.C.
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God migrated
to humanity 
so all of us in
turn could
migrate back 
to God.



refugees on their way to Europe. One had come from
Sudan, another from Somalia and the third from Uganda.
They had made their way through Africa over many
months, enduring unimaginable hardship. They talked
about eating insects and drinking urine to stay alive, going a
year without a shower and hiding in mountains, stowing
away on buses and undergoing human rights violations, los-
ing a sister to the harsh elements of the Sahara Desert and
struggling to find work. After they chronicled these abuses
and degradations, I wondered how they could speak about
God in this kind of hell. 
I asked the refugee named Emmanuel, “Have you ever

wondered how all this can happen to you if God is love?”
Quickly and emphatically he responded: “The problem is
not with God; it is with human beings. God does not want
us to go through all this or live this way.” Though not the
first person to articulate this insight, Emmanuel’s marginal
social setting gave his words particular clarity and authority.
I listened attentively for three days. In time I realized that
the refugees’ experiential data and initial theological insights
were only part of the equation and that sometimes one’s
understanding of God must undergo a total course correc-
tion. 
When Emmanuel discovered that I did research on

migration and theology, he said: “Some people say the rea-
son we are suffering so much here in Africa is because we are

descendants of Judas; because of what he did to Jesus we are
paying the consequences. What do you think of that?” This
was a theological statement, a debilitating one. His words
caused me to look for a critical correlation between his expe-
rience and the liberating message of the Gospel. 
I began to share with these refugees a theology of migra-

tion, based on the truth that God in Jesus Christ so loved
the world that he left his homeland and migrated into the
far distant territory of humanity’s sinful and broken exis-
tence. There he laid down his life on a cross so that we could
be reconciled with God and migrate back to our homeland,
where there is peace, harmony, justice and life. I went on to
explain how God’s love in Jesus is so boundless that it can-
not be walled in or contained by human attempts to con-
strict it. God always crosses over the divisions we create in
order to help us find a right relationship with God and each
other. 
First, a theology of migration crosses over the nonhu-

man-human divide and so brings out the dignity of the
human person, especially those who, like migrants, are treat-
ed like insects, dogs or slaves. Second, it crosses the divine-
human divide, and thus helps us see the utter gratuity of
God, who moved from his homeland with a love that could
not be limited by legal or political policies and reached out
to those whose lives are most threatened—the sinner, the
tax collector, the prostitute, the   outsider and the poor.
Third, it crosses the human-human divide, as is revealed in
Jesus’ ability to cross racial, religious, political, economic and
social barriers to foster a vision of human solidarity that
highlights our interconnection as one family of God.
Fourth, it crosses the country-kingdom divide, where we
begin to see beyond national identities in recognition that
the Christian’s true citizenship is in heaven; our true calling
is to cross borders as agents of God’s reconciliation. As pil-
grims of faith, Christians are spiritual migrants searching
for a true homeland, an identity that should make us more
sympathetic to all people on the move today. I said that the
word alien describes not those who lack political papers but
those who have so disconnected themselves from their
neighbor in need that they cannot see in the stranger an
image of themselves, a reflection of Christ and a challenge to
human solidarity. 
After I finished speaking, Emmanuel suddenly jumped

up from the table, raised his eyes to heaven and shouted in
a loud voice, “Yeah God! I can’t believe you would be that
good to me!” My own life and words became invisible to
him; what remained was not theology but doxology, not
words but praise. More than factual retrieval, brilliant con-
cepts or propositional truths, theology is about an engage-
ment of faith with life that heals and empowers as it seeks
to discern the fingerprint of God in a common sojourn from
creation to new creation.
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he new translations of the Roman Missal will
come to U.S. parishes on the first Sunday of
Advent in 2011—translations that already
have proved controversial. Since their short-

comings have been catalogued exhaustively in periodicals
like America, there is no need to rehash them, except to
recall that words like “ineffable” or sentences that run on for
88 words probably will not engage most parishioners. At
this point it may be helpful to look at the situation from a
different angle.
Since the time of Plato, the

problem of politics has been to
secure the place of justice in the
city. The Catholic teaching that
“all Christians in any state or walk
of life are called to the fullness of
Christian life and to the perfec-
tion of charity”(“The Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church,” No.
40) gives some hope that justice
might be attained. As a Catholic
and a political theorist, I spend a
lot of time thinking about how
the practice of Catholic faith can
offer solutions to political prob-
lems.
Many imaginative ways of

integrating Catholic faith into
social and political life have
emerged in the last two centuries.
They culminated in a renewed
awareness of something that
might surprise people outside the
Catholic Church: the role of liturgy. In the 20th century,
scholars of liturgical reform offered the following syllogism:
Pius X tells us that the liturgy is the indispensable source of
the true Christian spirit. Pius XI says that the true
Christian spirit is indispensable for social regeneration.
Hence the conclusion: The liturgy is the indispensable basis
of Christian social regeneration.

Such lofty propositions were brought to practical levels
by men like Msgr. George Higgins (1916–2002), who put
the connection between liturgy and social transformation to
work in the labor movement. Monsignor Higgins, a
Chicago priest who headed the bishops’ social action
department for decades, was known as “the labor priests’
priest.” His mentor, the pioneer in U.S. social action and
liturgical renewal, Msgr. Reynold Hillenbrand
(1897–1979), put the matter even more plainly: The Mass

helps us “learn our oneness at the altar and to bring that
oneness to the other relations of life.”
While the most important functions of the liturgy

remain spiritual, other ways of thinking of liturgy are also
important. Liturgy is “social” action, according to the
“Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy” of the Second Vatican
Council, which also describes it as “the fountain from which
all [the church’s] power flows”; liturgy “inspires the faithful
to ‘become of one heart in love.’” For these reasons, the
council promoted the laity’s “full, conscious, and active par-
ticipation” in the liturgy so that they may enjoy the “abun-

Bringing Liturgy to Life
Does the new Missal connect faith to action?
BY STEVEN P. MILLIES
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I am not defending the English translations in use today,
which, in fairness, have deficiencies that deserve attention.
But it is worth pointing out that those translations have
brought two generations of lay people into a fuller aware-
ness of what happens at Mass. To eschew the ordinary
rhythms of spoken English because they are “prevailing
modes of expression” or because people understand them
readily seems unwise, especially considering that things
spiritual may be lost. If parishioners are alienated from the
action of the Mass by language that seems strange to them,
then the church risks encouraging Catholics to isolate their
faith from their lives at work, at school, at home and in the
public square.
These translations are finished, the Holy See has

approved them and they are coming to the parish. American
bishops have plans to offer an “appropriate catechesis” to
prepare the laity (which seems like an acknowledgment that
there are problems with the new translations). Catholics
must hope the bishops’ efforts succeed and pray that the
bishops are aware of the potential social and political dan-
gers of this liturgical transformation.
Catholics in the United States have spent a long time

climbing out of a ghetto imposed by an immigrant past. It
would be a shame if the coming approach to liturgy became
a new ghetto of the church’s own choosing, one that enclos-
es us in a language so precious that we hesitate to use it out-
side the church.

dance of graces” available at Mass. Liturgy intensifies “the
daily growth of Catholics in Christian living.” Full, con-
scious and active participation at Mass changes us; we can
bring that change to the world.

The Altar and Daily Life
Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M.Cap., of Denver,
agrees. He recently described a “vocation of all Christian cit-
izens” to “sanctify the world” through our actions. Catholics
hear much from the bishops about the need for us to speak
up in politics and about the evangelization of culture. Yet it
is questionable whether such goals are served by an
approach to liturgy (and, therefore, to social action shaped
by Christian awareness) that purposefully seeks to separate
what happens around the altar from what we Christians do
in the rest of our daily lives. We should be aware of a dan-
ger: that the distance we create between liturgy and every-
day life will widen, not shrink, the distance between
Christian faith and the social order.
An instruction on the translation of the liturgy

(“Liturgiam Authenticam,” issued by the Vatican Congregation
for Divine Worship in 2001) criticized the vernacular trans-
lations in use as sometimes emphasizing “novelty or variety”
over faithfulness to the tradition. This instruction, on which
the new translations are based, identified a need for a liturgy
spoken in a “sacral vernacular” different in “vocabulary, syntax
and grammar” from “everyday speech.” 
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on a national tour; it will move on to
Dubuque, Los Angeles, South Bend
and Sacramento. 
In New York visitors enter the

exhibit before a large screen: a five-
minute video introduces several con-
temporary sisters who embody the
passion that has fueled American
women religious since they became
leaders in the growth of our country
almost three centuries ago. The exhibi-
tion layout, which follows a curved
path where one cannot see what lies
ahead, suggests the uncertainties that
awaited these pioneers.
Each stop shows larger-than-life-

size photos of sisters whose congrega-
tions and ministries influenced their
times. On display are rare artifacts
donated from some 400 religious com-
munities, including letters from U.S.
presidents and civil rights advocates.
Videos reveal the sisters’ responses to
natural disasters and political turmoil.
Scattered audio recordings allow indi-
vidual listeners an intimacy with the
sisters’ successes and sufferings. Three-
sided kiosks present photos and written
accounts. As appropriate as it is for the
Ellis Island museum to host the exhib-
it, the material would benefit from a
larger space, like its setting at the
Smithsonian. Overall, however, this
effectively mounted exhibit draws visi-
tors into a world few have ever seen—
certainly not depicted in one place. 
For many sisters, a visit to the site

may feel like a homecoming. Ellis
Island, after all, served as the port of
entry for the earliest waves of
European immigrants entering the
United States, escaping poverty and
persecution in their homelands; it also
witnessed the advent of Catholic sis-
ters. Some accompanied their families
and neighbors, providing spiritual sup-
port and assistance, but many came in

fter visiting the Smithsonian
Institution twice last spring,
when it hosted “Women &

Spirit: Catholic Sisters in America,” I
was delighted to see the exhibit again

in New York at the Ellis Island
Immigration Museum. (Full disclo-
sure: I served on the committee that
publicized its coming to Ellis Island.)
New York is the exhibition’s fifth stop
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Six members of the Sisters of Mary of the Presentation took part in a great
European migration, arriving in North Dakota from France in 1902 to offer aid to
immigrants.

A R T |  CAMILLE  D ’AR IENZO

A SISTERS’ HISTORY
The legacy of women religious in America 
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response to invitations from members
of the clergy who had themselves emi-
grated from Europe and Ireland and
knew from experience the dedication
and effectiveness of religious sisters.
Many of the sisters arrived destitute,
with just the clothes on their backs
and the hope that enriched their
dreams. What these women gave to
the poor was themselves.

Tied to Their Ministry
“Women & Spirit” chronicles how
Catholic sisters helped shape the histo-
ry and culture of the United States. 
New Orleans was the first place to

call them, in 1727. Because the sisters

were far from home, they understood
the loneliness and alienation of the
immigrant. Their faith gave them
courage to offer new Americans hope,
as well as the moral and intellectual
resources required for success. The sto-
ries displayed on the walls of the exhib-
it tell of women who assessed local
needs and responded. Thousands
tended homeless refugees; many died
while nursing victims of cholera.
During the Civil War, the sisters cared
for the wounded on both sides. For this
service some, like members of my
order, the Sisters of Mercy, received
tributes and assistance from President
Lincoln. Away from the battlefield sis-
ters built orphanages, schools, uni-
versities and hospitals. They min-
istered to the homebound sick and
visited prisoners. They even pio-
neered an unofficial women’s
movement decades before it
became politically acceptable. By
their works and words they evan-
gelized Catholics and tended the
needs of all without regard to
income, education, race, gender or
creed. They marched in Selma for
civil rights and cried out for justice
in other arenas. Some left the
United States to give their service
and their lives in Central and
South America. 
The power of “Women &

Spirit” lies chiefly in its ability to
transform generalities into specif-
ic stories. It is replete with exam-
ples of dedicated service to vic-
tims of poverty, oppression and
exclusion. Some have tragic end-
ings: On Sept. 8, 1900, for exam-
ple, more than 6,000 men and
women lost their lives in the
worst hurricane in our nation’s
history. When the storm threat-
ened St. Mary’s Orphan Asylum
in Galveston, Tex., the 10 sisters
took their 90 children to the sec-
ond floor of the rapidly flooding
building. In an effort to protect
them should they be cast upon

the waters, the sisters used clotheslines
to connect a string of children to the
cinctures of their habits. All died,
except three boys who lived to tell the
story and sing the praises of the sisters,
Emma and Rose, who perished while
trying to save the children.

Emma and Rose
The Statue of Liberty announces the
nation’s welcome to immigrants: “Give
me your tired, your poor,/ Your hud-
dled masses yearning to breathe free,/
The wretched refuse of your teeming
shore./ Send these, the homeless tem-
pest-tost to me.” Few who can quote
this famous excerpt from “The New
Colossus,” by Emma Lazarus, know
that this Jewish poet-activist inspired
her friend Rose Hawthorne, a convert
to Catholicism, to start a religious
order. An entry in the exhibit says:
“After watching her friend poet Emma
Lazarus die from cancer, Rose
Hawthorne Lathrop (1851-1926)
dedicated herself to the care of poor,
terminally ill patients. She founded
the Dominican Sisters, Servants for
relief of incurable cancer.”
During the last part of the 19th

century, cancer was believed to be con-
tagious, and those who suffered from
it were often shunned. But while
Emma Lazarus was well cared for,
Rose Hawthorne, the daughter of
author Nathaniel Hawthorne,
observed that many others were not.
Ms. Hawthorne opened her home to
indigent cancer victims. To support
them and herself, she wrote newspaper
articles highlighting her concerns and
her need for financial assistance. One
wealthy reader, Alice Huber, volun-
teered to help Ms. Hawthorne. Soon
the pair gave not only their fortunes,
but their lives to the effort, opening in
1899 St. Rose’s Home for Incurable
Cancer. The following year they
founded the religious community
whose ministry was governed by three
rules: the sisters were never to show
revulsion for those disfigured by the

26 America February 7, 2011

INTERLOPERS

A rattletrap in the S.U.V. procession,

our freeway clog, 

veers into my lane (close call!),

old Chevy towing a load—

bristle of rakes, mowers

and shovels, hoses, a dust blower,

a wooden ladder, boxes of gear.

It’s the garden rescue squad,

out to cleanse impurities,

clip off excrescences, 

brighten the zinnia bed,

Van Goghs of greenery.

Their wagon racing before me

wears an admonition:

Que Dios te trate como tú tratas a mí.

God treat you just as you treat me.

J A M E S  S .  T O R R E N S

JAMES S. TORRENS is poetry editor of America.



needs and determination to be faithful
to God’s call, despite counter forces
that would deter or destroy them.
“Women & Spirit” pays tribute to U.S.
Catholic sisters and the power of the
conviction that fuels their ongoing
commitment in the 21st century.

Recently, women
religious have help-
ed to rebuild New
Orleans after Hur-
ricane Katrina and
have responded to

victims of the earthquake and cholera
epidemic in Haiti. Catholic sisters are
still trying to embody the wisdom of
St. Teresa of Ávila: “Ours are the eyes
through which the compassion of
Christ looks out upon the world. Ours
are the feet with which he goes about
doing good. Ours are the hands with
which he blesses all people.”

CAMILLE D’ARIENZO, R.S.M., a member of
the Mid-Atlantic Community of the Sisters of
Mercy of the Americas, is a past president of
the Leadership Conference of Women
Religious.

theologians Karl Rahner and Hans
Urs von Balthasar and the philoso-
phers Maurice Blondel and Charles
Taylor, but the short story writer
Flannery O’Connor, among others.
Despite obvious differences, what
unites them all is the conviction that
Christian faith must address, with the-
ological and pastoral creativity, the dis-
tinctively new “sensibility” that charac-
terizes contemporary men and
women. For some today, he writes,
“God is not so much incredible as
unreal.”
Hence it is often less a question of

“ideas” and “reasons” than of what
Charles Taylor calls the social imagi-
nary, “how people come to feel and
interpret their lives at an intuitive
level.” Central to this imaginary is the
new sense of self that emerges with
modernity and assumes various pro-
tean shapes and misshapes in a now
postmodern world. This rampant plu-
ralism, however, all too often leads to
incomprehension rather than commu-
nication, to fragmentation instead of
authentic communion.
Besides theology, Gallagher has also

studied and taught literature and so
brings to his theological explorations
keen attention to the oft-neglected
aesthetic and affective dimensions of
the life of faith and the doing of theol-
ogy. Indeed, a major theme of the book
is the need to engage the whole person,
heart and mind, in the adventure of
faith. For along with the undoubted
benefits of modernity’s “turn to the
subject” there arises the specter of a
“shrunken subject”: one whose horizon
is limited to the empirically verifiable
and whose existence risks becoming
“buffered,” devoid of real relations.

Hence a major
challenge, as
Newman insist-
ed, is to engage
and expand the
i m a g i n a t i o n

beyond its one-dimensional constric-
tions in order to “imagine our lives

disease, no money could be accepted
by patients or their families, and no
patient could be used as a guinea pig
for medical research. Those policies
remain in effect today.
Just as Rose Hawthorne responded

to the signs of her times with flexibili-
ty and creativity, so
did many religious
congregations. And
they achieved much
before women had
the right to vote and
in a world where men were perceived
as the only legitimate public leaders.

Christ’s Compassion
Sponsored by the History Committee
of the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious, the exhibit inspires
visitors with the trials and triumphs of
Catholic sisters, present in the United
States since the French Ursulines
brought Catholicism and compassion
to the settlers of New Orleans. 
Most of the stories tell of successes,

discoveries, openness to contemporary
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ON THE  WEB
Harry Forbes reviews the film

“The Company Men.”
americamagazine.org/culture
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTORS
FAITH MAPS
Ten Religious Explorers From
Newman to Joseph Ratzinger

By Michael Paul Gallagher, S.J.
Paulist Press. 208p $16.95 (paperback)

Michael Gallagher, S.J., a professor of
fundamental theology at Rome’s
Gregorian University, has written a
gem of a book. In clear prose, laced
with more than a touch
of poetry, he presents
the writings of 10
prominent thinkers
who explore the sub-
stance and challenge of
Christian faith.
Besides Newman and Ratzinger,

the “explorers” include not only the

ON THE  WEB
A video conversation with 
Michael Paul Gallagher, S.J.
americamagazine.org/video



grounded in a love beyond all imagin-
ing.”
Each of the thinkers discussed

seeks in his or her distinctive way to
bring the riches of the Christian tradi-
tion into sympathetic and challenging
engagement with this contemporary
sensibility. Thus O’Connor’s unset-
tling shock therapy stands side by side
with Taylor’s measured appreciation of
modernity’s gains. Von Balthasar’s
beginning “from above”—with the
unsurpassable beauty of the Father’s
surrender of his only Son—comple-
ments Rahner’s committed probing of
the human as always already called by
grace.
All strive to awaken in the reader a

sense of wonder and reverence before
the manifestations of mystery in the
everyday. To this end they often draw
generously upon poets, both classical
and contemporary, who offer some
glimpse of a reality that is “charged
with the grandeur of God.” Each of the
faith-explorers respectfully seeks to
show that these surprising intimations
are not suppressed but transfigured by
the good news of what God has done
and is doing in Jesus Christ.
Gallagher himself embodies the

imagination he cogently champions.
He concludes eight of his 10 presenta-
tions by assuming the “voice” of the
thinker in question. He directly
addresses the contemporary reader.
What might appear at first blush to be
merely a device turns out to be an
effective and affective way of summing
up that thinker’s vision and presenting
it with art and insight.
In a final chapter, “Converging

Pillars of Wisdom,” Gallagher gathers
together the insights he has so keenly
appropriated along this journey of
faith exploration. The brief 11 pages
repay multiple readings and would,
themselves, make a fine starting point
for classroom or adult education dis-
cussion. The final pillar, “doing the
truth,” is a salutary reminder that at its
deepest faith is, ineluctably, a way of
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POETRY CONTEST
Poems are being accepted for the 2011 Foley Poetry Award.
Each entrant is asked to submit only one typed, unpublished poem of 30 lines or fewer that is not under
consideration elsewhere. Include contact information on the same page as the poem. Poems will not be
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and March 31, 2011.

Poems received outside the designated period will be treated as
regular poetry submissions, and are not eligible for the prize.

The winning poem will be published in the June 6-13
issue of America. Three runner-up poems will be
published in subsequent issues.

Cash prize $1,000
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New York, NY 10019
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life. Gallagher quotes Wittgenstein’s
pointed observations regarding
Christianity: “practice gives the words
their sense”; ultimately, “you have to
change your life.” 
No wonder, then, that the theme of

transformation figures so prominently
in each of the faith maps presented.
Encountering the Gospel’s summons
to metanoia presses the hearer of the

Word toward the realization of a new
self whose author and measure is
Christ. And friendship with Christ is
ever viaticum: the food and drink that
accompanies and sustains the
Christian’s journey of faith.

ROBERT P. IMBELLI, a priest of the
Archdiocese of New York, teaches systematic
theology at Boston College.

do. They simply need to be discovered
and applied. 
The death of God, therefore, is not

a Nietzschean opportunity to cele-
brate the dizzying chaos of moral rela-
tivism and start human life over again
on our own terms. According to
Harris, not just anything goes, nor is
everything permitted. In the absence
of God, behavioral norms still exist
“out there” independently of our pri-
vate preferences. We just have to do a
better job of finding them.
The function of morality, Harris

proposes, is to promote the “well-
being” of “conscious creatures.” True,
we do not yet all agree on what well-
being means, but that should not dis-
courage us. Eventually science, if we
just let it have its day, will arrive at an
objective measurement of well-being
around which all reasonable people
will structure their moral lives. 
Not surprisingly, the anthropocen-

tric treatment of well-
being in The Moral Land-
scape leaves no room for
moral interest in the
thriving of the life-world
beyond conscious beings,
and it is doubtful that
Harris has any interest in
conservation or environ-
mental concerns except to
the extent that these are
instrumental to his own
historically and culturally
conditioned ideal of
human existence. 
So, what is it that justi-

fies well-being as the objective core of
moral existence? For Harris it is simply
the fact that well-being is ultimately an
empirically describable set of brain
states. But how then can he judge one
pattern of brain states to be normative
without being highly subjective in
doing so? Harris does not really answer
this question, although he spends sev-
eral chapters trying to do so. Like the
theism he despises, he wants to univer-
salize the list of basic human needs and
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A STRANGE WITNESS

THE MORAL LANDSCAPE
How Science Can Determine
Human Values 

By Sam Harris 
The Free Press. 304p $26.99

Some years ago, the theologian
Schubert Ogden wrote a thoughtful
essay entitled “The Strange Witness of
Unbelief.” He argued that the staunch-
est atheist of all, Jean-Paul Sartre, had
ironically demonstrated the reason-
ableness of belief in God. If atheism is
true, Sartre had insisted, there can be
no absolute or objective standard of
right and wrong. All values would have
to be relative and subjective. If objec-
tive values exist, then God exists, but if
there is no God, then there is no eter-
nal heaven that would make values
objective and give them universal
applicability. Atheism means that we
alone are the authors of our values,
and it is “bad faith” not to take respon-
sibility for creating them. 
Strangely, however, by insisting that

we must—one and all—take responsi-
bility for our decisions, Sartre was
implying that human freedom is an
objective and universal value. In spite
of verbal denials, he in fact confirmed
his own adherence to an absolute stan-
dard of right and wrong. Hence
Sartre’s own self-contradictory train of
thought, Ogden argued, pointed back
to the God whose existence he had

denied.
Sam Harris, who bills himself as

the most thoroughgoing atheist ever, is
also a strange witness, although by
leaps and loops of logic different from
those that led Sartre into self-contra-
diction. Staking out a position distinct
from both theological ethics and
Sartrean atheism,
The Moral
Landscape, the latest
of Harris’s three
major atheistic man-
ifestoes, argues that
the affirmation of
objective values does
not entail the reality
of God after all. Nor
does the nonexis-
tence of God mean
that our moral val-
ues are inevitably
subjective and rela-
tive. 
Harris’s claim is that in our godless

universe there exists an objective
domain of “moral facts” that can be
discovered only by scientific inquiry.
Values are objective in the same sense
that scientific facts are objective. So
the traditional distinction between
facts and values, as taken for granted
by all but a few philosophers, includ-
ing atheists, is wrongheaded. Moral
values do not require eternal divine
sanction any more than scientific facts
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rights upon which many people already
agree, but his commitment to a materi-
alist worldview and his explicit denial
of human freedom spoil his noblest
aspirations. Puzzlingly, he fails to show
how his own atheistic brain state with
its morally deadening denial of the
reality of freedom—once science has
ensured that it is universally shared—
could conceivably provide the incentive
for a new era of human well-being. 
Having recently completed his doc-

toral work in neuroscience, however,
Harris replies to all objections that
since our valuations are reducible to

chemically specifiable brain states, this
should be enough to make morality
objective. With this bit of verbal
magic, he claims to have grounded
morality in an ultimately material uni-
verse. Additionally, he implies that he
has now solved the “hard problem” of
cognitive science—namely, that of
bridging the worlds of subjective expe-
rience on the one hand and the scien-
tifically objective investigation of mind
on the other. He “solves” this notori-
ously intractable puzzle by simply
denying in effect that subjectivity
exists.

And yet, Harris’s whole project is
as lively a performance of relativist
and arbitrary subjectivity as one could
possibly imagine. A more transparent
display of what he is trying to debunk
would be hard to find. His spirited
enshrinement of “scientific reason”
has all the fervor of the religious
“faith” he loves to hate. He remains
oblivious to the irony that he is offer-
ing no scientifically objective justifica-
tion of his own moral hyper-valuation
of scientific objectivity. Untamed sub-
jective passion, swinging completely
free of scientific confirmation, ani-
mates every page of The Moral
Landscape.
So Harris turns out to be a strange

witness as well. He demonstrates, in
spite of all disclaimers, how difficult it
is for any of us to live without faith.

JOHN F. HAUGHT is senior fellow at
Woodstock Theological Center, Georgetown
University. His latest book is Making Sense
of Evolution, W/JK Press, 2010.
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PASTORAL ASSOCIATE. St. Mark the Evangelist
Parish, a 10-year-old, growing, 850-plus family
parish, in Birmingham, Ala., seeks to add first full-
time staff member. Pastoral Associate will work
alongside pastor and staff to provide support and
guidance for pastoral ministries and be responsible
for the development of active parishioner leader-
ship that enriches our parish community. Help
identify and respond to needs of the entire congre-
gation and enthusiastically work with and support
growing youth population (from age 4 to high
school) so that they continue to grow in their
Catholic faith. Great opportunity to bring ideas
and experiences to help build a welcoming commu-
nity at St. Mark’s. A pastoral theology degree and
experience working within a parish required. Full
job description is available. Send résumé to Search
Committee at P.O. Box 380396, Birmingham, AL
35238, or by e-mail to stmarkrc@bellsouth.net.
Respond by March 1, 2011.

Retreats
BETHANY SPIRITUALITY CENTER, Highland
Mills, N.Y, offers the annual Easter Triduum
retreat, April 21-24, and private and directed
retreats throughout the year. Margaret Silf will
direct a retreat, “At Sea With God,” June 17-24. A
ministry of the Religious of Jesus and Mary,
Bethany is conveniently located on a beautiful 78-
acre property in the foothills of the Catskills. (845)
460-3061; www.bethanyspiritualitycenter.org.

Wills
Please remember America in your will. Our legal title
is: America Press Inc., 106 West 56th Street, New
York, NY 10019.

America classified. Classified advertisements are
accepted for publication in either the print version of
America or on our Web site, www.americam-
agazine.org. Ten-word minimum. Rates are per word
per issue. 1-5 times: $1.50; 6-11 times: $1.28; 12-23
times: $1.23; 24-41 times: $1.17; 42 times or more:
$1.12. For an additional $30, your print ad will be
posted on America’s Web site for one week. The flat
rate for a Web-only classified ad is $150 for 30 days.
Ads may be submitted by e-mail to: ads@americam-
agazine.org; by fax to (928) 222-2107; by postal mail
to: Classified Department, America, 106 West 56th
St., New York, NY 10019. To post a classified ad
online, go to our home page and click on “Advertising”
at the top of the page. We do not accept ad copy over
the phone. MasterCard and Visa accepted. For more
information call: (212) 515-0102.

Books for Sale
ENTIRE PERSONAL LIBRARY of 4,000 volumes
for sale: multiple volumes related to patristics,
Quasten, many volumes in Ancient Christian
Writers series, Alberigo-Komanchak (five-volume
History of Vatican II). Books by or about Popes
John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul II, Benedict XVI,
many by Newman, Rahner, Küng, Congar, de
Chardin, Bultmann, Guardini, Jungmann, Häring,
McBrien, Johnson, Fiorenza, Weigel, Curran,
Neusner, Allen, Brown, Fitzmyer, Meier, entire
Anchor Bible series, Sacra Pagina series, six-vol-
ume Anchor Bible Dictionary, Martini, O’Collins,
Gutiérrez, Segundo, Boff, Shelley, McDonagh,
many others. Library is located in Manhattan and
is ready for sale at negotiable price. Contact Rev.
Aldo Tos at ajtos29@nyc.rr.com.

Positions
DIRECTOR OF LITURGICAL MINISTRIES. St.
Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church, Lenoir
City, Tenn., seeks full-time director of liturgical
ministries for vibrant 900-family parish.
Responsibilities include planning and coordinating
all liturgies and music. Requires B.A. degree or
equivalent experience. Submit résumé and/or
questions by e-mail to Faerie@sthomaslc.com.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR sought by Africa Faith
& Justice Network in Washington, D.C., office.
Details at afjn.org.

HIGH SCHOOL PRINICIPAL. Catholic educa-
tion in the last frontier! Lumen Christi High
School in Anchorage, Alaska, seeks a qualified and
committed individual to take our school to the
next level. The ideal candidate is: a knowledgeable
and practicing Catholic who stands as a role model
in faith; committed to Catholic education and fur-
thering the Catholic mission of the school; an
experienced instructor dedicated to academic
excellence and fostering an environment of respect
and responsibility; a credentialed and proven
administrator with a history of effective manage-
ment of business and development initiatives; an
excellent and effective communicator who can
serve as a positive liaison between the parish and its
pastoral team, the school board, the Archdiocese of
Anchorage and the broader community. 
Serving students in grades 7-12, Lumen

Christi High School is a Catholic school in
Anchorage, Alaska. A ministry of Saint Benedict’s
Parish and operated under the auspices of the
Archdiocese of Anchorage, the mission of Lumen
Christi is to integrate learning with faith, foster the
intellectual development of the whole person and
encourage self-discovery and exploration. For
more information about the position, including a
full job description, visit our Web site at
http://lumenchristiak.com/faculty-staff/open-
positions. Application is through electronic sub-
mission of résumé to principalsearch@lumenchris-
tiak.com.

February 7, 2011 America 33

CLASS IF IED



LETTERS that “none of the Eucharistic prayers in
the early apostolic tradition used the
literal translation” (Commonweal,
12/19/08). He emphasizes: “No text
from the early apostolic tradition, in
Latin or any other language, was a lit-
eral translation of the Greek New
Testament texts.”
No matter how extensive the cate-

chesis may be to explain the new trans-
lation “for many,” the phrase is restric-
tive and marginalizing for most of the
assembly. It clashes with Paul’s words:
“We have come to the conviction that
one died for all” (2 Cor 5:14).
An accurate translation must con-

vey the meaning of the original text in
the receptor language. If the transla-
tion fails to do this, as in the case of
“for many,” it is not an accurate transla-
tion. The English “for many” does not
mean “for all.”
May I make a modest proposal?

Our new English Missal translation of
“for many” should wait until the
German, Spanish, Italian, etc. Missal
texts are revised to say the equivalent.
Should there not be near uniformity in
the words of institution?
(MOST REV.) DONALD W. TRAUTMAN

Bishop of Erie
Erie, Pa.

Enough Perspicacity
Re: the discussion about “all” and
“many” (“For You and Who Else?”
1/3): As a practicing Catholic who
was a child during the changes after
the Second Vatican Council, I wish
your generation would stop spending
your time at meetings in Rome and
writing articles and just reach out to
the basic parishioner by a friendly ges-
ture, good homily and welcoming spir-
it. Maybe my generation would start
coming back and stay. I don’t think we
in the pews really care about the per-
spicacity that you church elite purport
to have regarding the impact of trans-
lations on our spiritual growth.

MARGI SIROVALKA
Riverside, Ill.

Who Blends Into What?
John J. DiIulio Jr., in “Blending In”
(11/29), worries about the extent to
which “American Catholics have been
folded...into the nation’s political and
cultural mainstream.” But the extent of
one’s worries might well depend on
which issues one had in mind. Is it
possible that some of the seeds of the
Gospels have found more fertile
ground outside the church than within
it? One hears Catholics, including the
hierarchy, take pride that what they are
saying is “countercultural,” as if that in
itself were a sign of religious truth. To
argue that way is to commit a fallacy so
well known that logic books have a
name for it.
We might consider a recent remark

by Pope Benedict that has caused con-
troversy among traditionalist
Catholics. Some of them say the pope
is wrong. If a “liberal” said that, one
wonders if he could keep his job at a
seminary or Catholic school. The pope
seems to be saying that the use of a
condom might be, in certain circum-
stances, an expression of concern for
one’s sexual partner. That suggests this
behavior is morally commendable. It is
hard to imagine that any secularist
would disagree. She would probably
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It’s “For All”
I fully endorse “For You and Who
Else” (1/10), by Paul Philbert, O.P., on
the translation of the words of
eucharistic institution “for you and for
all.” Our present translation expresses
Christ’s universal salvific will in a clear,
cogent catechetical way. In May 1970
the Congregation for Divine Worship
published a scholarly biblical interpre-
tation of the phrase pro multis in its
official organ Notitiae. Pope Paul VI
approved that interpretation, which
said “for all” is preferable to “for many”
since the original “for many” in its
Aramaic context includes “all.” Max
Zerwick, S.J., had authorized the orig-
inal biblical study of the phrase. He
argued that contemporary hearers of
the phrase “ for many” will falsely
interpret this as exclusive and that was
not the intent of the original Aramaic.
It should also be noted here that

there are four texts in the New
Testament with the words of institu-
tion (Mk 14:24; Mt 26:28; Lk 22:20;
1 Cor 11:25). Only Mark and
Matthew use the word “many.” The
Rev. Toan Joseph Do has pointed out
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“I thought I was irrelevant.”



To send a letter to the editor we recommend using the link that appears below articles on 
America’s Web site, www.americamagazine.org. This allows us to consider your letter for pub-
lication in both print and online versions of the magazine. Letters may also be sent to Ameri-
ca’s editorial office (address on page 2) or by e-mail to: letters@americamagazine.org. They
should be brief and include the writer’s name, postal address and daytime phone number.
Letters may be edited for length and clarity.
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Personal, confidential, one-on-one
instruction with your own coach. 

It’s a difficult
challenge. People
are hungering for the Word of
God and our primary duty is
the proclamation of that Word
to them. The longer I have
been answering that call to
preach, the more mysterious
and awesome I discover the
event to be.

Fr. Larry Madden, SJ, Director

maddenl@georgetown.edu
or 202-687-8011

For a full picture of the program
including a look at the team of
coaches, go to:

CenterForLiturgy.georgetown.edu

or EnvisionChurch.org
and click “Preaching and Presiding from the Heart.”
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regard it as a moral truism.
JOSEPH L. LOMBARDI

Philadelphia, Pa.

Redistribute the Wealth
Thomas Massaro, S.J., is correct when
he says that too many of us view “polit-
ical and economic systems as mere
mechanisms that operate without ref-
erence to values and morality” (“Bad
Deal,” 1/3). This simplistic belief
ignores hard realities.
In the last 30 years the real income

of the working class has gone up about
one-fifth; that of the top 2 percent has
gone up 260 times. America’s top 1
percent now have more assets than the
bottom 90 percent.
This is not because the working

class is lazy and stupid and the rich
smart and hard-working. Rather it is
because government policies in the last
three decades have strongly favored
the rich and well-connected at the
expense of the average American. This
is indeed a situation that should be a
moral concern to every Catholic.
Morality is not only about sexual
issues but also about the chance of
every human being to have a decent
life.
The morality of economic opportu-

nity was of great interest to Pope
Benedict in his social justice encyclical
and to Archbishop Silvano Tomasi,
the permanent Vatican representative
at the United Nations in Geneva, in
his powerful statements before that
body. We should follow their example.

FRED ROTONDARO
Washington, D.C.

Forgiveness, Not Atonement
I was greatly encouraged to read the
reflection on the Lamb of God by
Barbara E. Reid, O.P. (The Word,
1/3), especially the final paragraph.
She turns away from Jesus as an exem-
plary sacrificial lamb and understands
him as “one who embodies a way of life
that frees people from all sinfulness
that holds them bound.” Several lines
later she states, “Jesus bathes his fol-



lowers with the Holy Spirit, enabling
them to live as he did.” This appears to
be a shift in the notion of salvation.
For ages Jesus’ death has been inter-
preted as a sacrificial offering demand-
ed by God that atones for mankind’s
sins. 
It is repugnant to me to think of

God our Father, who created and loves
me, demanding a sacrificial death
before he can forgive my sins. Rather, I
believe that what God requires for for-
giveness is true and ongoing repen-
tance, which is possible only in follow-
ing Jesus and being empowered by the
Holy Spirit.

DON AGOSTINE
Marcus, Iowa

Dulles and Harnack
Thank you for the review by Jeffrey
Gros, F.S.C., of Patrick W. Carey’s
book Avery Cardinal Dulles, S.J.
(11/29). In my one-on-one seminar
with Avery at Woodstock (1962–64),
we read a book a week. Most memo-
rable for me was Adolf von Harnack.
Before entering the Society of Jesus, I
had studied theology for two years at
the Gregorian University in Rome,
where Harnack was the real enemy. In
Latin lectures he was always iste
Harnack (“that Harnack,” like Cicero’s
iste Catalina). But I found the man to
be a devoted Christian trying to bring
Christ to a community at the
University of Berlin that was agnostic
and somewhat hostile to religion. At
the heart of his thinking was an inti-
mate relationship with God the Father.
Avery, in spite of his habitual bouts
with migraine headaches, was always
kind and patient with my reflections.
He was both liberal and conservative in
the best sense of those words. 

VINCENT F. MCDONOUGH, S.J.
Elmira, N.Y.

They Command, We Obey
In response to Nicolas Lash’s
“Teaching or Commanding?”
(12/13), perhaps our bishops so
often command and don’t teach

36 America February 7, 2011

New!

New Books from LITURGICAL PRESS

New!

Rock-a My Soul
An Invitation to Rock Your Religion   David Nantais 
What if rock music can actually aid one’s religious faith and spiritual 
life? From toe tapping to air guitar, listening to rock music, like religious 
ritual, requires attention to the present moment and can help the listener 
(or believer) reclaim a sense of identity as a creature of God. In addition, 
several social causes include both rockers and religious advocates. During 
some of the most tumultuous times the world has experienced, both 
groups have given succor and hope to millions. No matter what side of the 
religion/rock debate you are on, perhaps it is time to bury the hatchet 
(or pick up your axe!) and start rocking your religion!
S 978-0-8146-3354-0 Available February 2011 
Paperback, 184 pp., 5 x 7, $15.95 | eBook, $9.99

On Your Mark
Reading Scripture Without a Teacher   William O’Malley, SJ
Sadly, some good Christians take statements from the Bible literally and feel 
they must be true. But literalism shackles the liberating message of Jesus.
 Geared to engage all readers in understanding the gospel messages 
as the authors intended, this book fi rst addresses the diff erences in 
approaching what still is an ancient text, how the gospel Jesus preached 
became the written gospels, and how the writer Mark’s attitudes and 
interests agree and diff er with his fellow evangelists. � en it opens up 
all of Mark, step by step, off ering confi dence to those who read it. 
S 978-0-8146-3350-2 Available February 2011 
Paperback, 224 pp., 6 x 9, $19.95 | eBook, $9.99

LITURGICAL PRESS

New ew Books from LITURGICAL PRESSNew Books from LITURGICAL PRESS

LITURGICAL PRESS

Institute on Christian 
Muslim Relations

For Pastors and Christian Pastoral Workers to Study Islam
For Imams and Muslim Community Leaders to Study Christianity

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
Tuition: $800 | Optional Accomodations $382/Week 

For more information: contact Max Glassie | (202) 670-0629/msg52@georgetown.edu

June 12 – June 18, 2011
An intensive six-day institute

Topics for Christians Topics for Muslims

Joint Sessions
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A conference on Sacred Time and the Liturgical Calendar

“ T i m e  D r a w n 
I n t o  E t e r n i t y ”
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Springbank Retreat

Register by calling 800-671-0361 or e-mail Springbank@earthlink.net

1345 Springbank Rd., Kingstree, SC 29556 www.SpringbankRetreat.org

for Eco-Spirituality and the Arts
Steeped in Earth Justice & the Arts

Rest the body, Renew the spirit, & Refresh the mind 

Join us for these Spring mini-sabbaticals
MARCH 13-APRIL 2 – $975 APRIL 3-24 – $950
 Healing Wounds of the Heart

  w/ Susan Pannier-Cass BS KRI
 Living at the Edge

  w/ Hilda Montalvo DMin
 Pottery & Native Spirituality

 Spirit Quest
 Drum-Making
  w/ Grandmother June Perry & staff

 T’ai Chi Chih Retreat
 & Living Earth Retreat
  w/ Clare Whalen OSF
 Icon Painting as Prayer

  w/ Christopher Marie Wagner OSF
 Easter Hope in a Time

 of Ecological Decline
  w/ Jim Profit SJ

Fees include program, materials, meals, and lodging

because of the model they have for
teaching. Many received their theo-
logical education in the large lecture
halls of the Roman universities. They
diligently recorded the lectures and
fed them back at exam time with no
opportunity for disagreement or dia-
logue. The professor commanded and
they obeyed. The problem is that we,
the educated laity, don’t take to that
style of “teaching.”

HINSBERG THOMAS
Detroit, Mich.

A Positive, Creative Spirit
John Haught’s distinction in “Can
Evolution Explain Morality?” (12/6)
between the scientific and theological
enterprises has science explain “how”;
theology explains “what” and “why.”
The meaning of the evolutionary
drama must then include a rationale
for its underlying forward thrust. 
Why do populations “blindly”

adapt so as to ensure gene survival?
Why have they not instead developed
alternate temperaments that would
allow them to die off slowly as a for-
gotten species? What if the function of
a tree were not to survive and repro-
duce, but instead to capture all the
nutrients in the soil and grow to
unlimited size? Must there not be
some prerequisite ground that has ori-
ented evolution to be creative, life-sus-
taining and increasingly diverse, rather
than self-destructive or totally direc-
tionless? If anything, a unified theory
of evolution supports the idea of a pos-
itive creative spirit that lives on in
every new mutation and variation.
Perhaps the Darwinian mechanisms
describe the “how”; but the “why” and
the “why not” go to theology. 

(REV.) JIM F. CHAMBERLAIN
Clemson, S.C.
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(#131870719) for Canada; or add U.S. $54 per year for interna-
tional priority airmail. Postmaster: Send address changes to:
America, 106 West 56th St. New York, NY 10019. Printed in U.S.A.



t begins with the tiniest gesture:
an interested glance, the brush of a
hand. Lifelong love builds from

little expressions of care before it
becomes total self-surrender to the
beloved. At the opposite end of the
spectrum, egregious acts of murder,
betrayal, rejection and deception begin
with little sparks of anger, white lies,
lustful looks. In today’s Gospel, Jesus
instructs his disciples to watch out for
the little things that undermine their
love relationships. 
The Gospel belies any notion that

Jesus overturns the Mosaic law or that
the God of the Old Testament is a
harsh God who issues strict com-
mandments, while the God of the
New Testament is a God of love and
mercy. But it is one and the same God
of bountiful mercy who gave the law,
to whom Jesus is devoted. Jesus insists
on the enduring value of the law and
his intent to fulfill the tiniest part of it.
What is new is his interpretation of

the law, which at times was at odds
with that of other religious leaders of
his day. His is not a lax interpretation,
but one that is even more demanding
than theirs. To truly keep the law, one
must go beyond it. Jesus speaks to his
disciples about the little things that
can erode their relationship with God
and others and escalate into major
offenses.

The formula “You have heard that
it was said” introduces each of four
commandments; this is followed by
Jesus’ invitation to go deeper: “But I
say to you....” First, he
speaks of taking steps to
defuse anger before it
reaches a murderous
stage. He gives three
concrete examples.
Primary is to
avoid insulting
one another.
Then, if there has
been a rupture in a
relationship, a ritual
action alone will not mend it. A face
to face reconciliation must be
sought. Finally, conflicts should not
be allowed to escalate to the point of
litigation. In this section, Jesus is not
speaking about justifiable anger at an
unjust situation that gives energy to
work for necessary change.
Just as anger can be the first step

toward murder, so a lustful look can
be the prelude to adultery, a form of
which can be divorce. As with justifi-
able anger, Jesus recognizes situations
in which divorce can be a righteous
action. It is not clear whether porneia
(v. 32) connotes sexual misconduct,
i.e., adultery, or whether it refers to
marriage to close kin, which was for-
bidden in Jewish law (Lv 18:6-18; see
also Acts 15:20, 29). 
The final section centers on hon-

esty in relationships. If Lv 19:12
admonished, “You shall not swear
falsely by my name, thus profaning the
name of your God,” Jesus says that

relations among Christians should be
so transparent that there is no need for
taking oaths at all. 
By instructing his disciples to watch

out for the little transgres-
sions, he did not intend
to frighten them into
obeying a God who was
lying in wait to punish
them for every pecadil-
lo. Rather, he alerts
his followers that lit-
tle slights, left
unchecked, can lead

to major offenses with dire conse-
quences. By the same token, great love
and greatness in God’s reign begin
with little acts of love toward the least
brother or sister. One saint who epito-
mizes this teaching is St. Therese of
Lisieux. Through her “little way,” she
resolved to love everyone she encoun-
tered in all the routine and ordinary
interchanges of everyday life. Her
greatness was recognized by her can-
onization only 28 years after her death
and the bestowal of the title of doctor
of the church a century later.

BARBARA E. REID
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The Least and the Greatest
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A), FEB. 13, 2011 

Readings: Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-34; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37

“Whoever does and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:19)

I

PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE

• How can great love grow from little acts?

• How can great conflicts be dissolved
through small steps at forgiving and recon-
ciling?

• In what little way will you express your
great love of God today?
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THE WORD

BARBARA E. REID, O.P., a member of the
Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapids, Mich., is
a professor of New Testament studies at
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, Ill.,
where she is vice president and academic
dean.
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Without a Catholic priest’s presence, our Catholic Airmen go without the Eucharist. That’s where 

you come in — your presence is needed in the Air Force Chaplain Corps to nurture our Airmen’s 

Catholic identity through the sacraments and continued faith formation. Join us for “Come Be 

With Us,” an Air Force–sponsored, three-day ministry familiarization tour. Experience and see the ministry 

of the Catholic chaplain. Email us at chaplains@rs.af.mil or call 1-800-803-2452.

REAL PRESENCE NEEDED!



Cen te r f o r Theo l o g i c a l a nd Sp i r t u a l Deve l opmen t
2 Conven t Road , Mo r r i s town , N . J . 07960 -6989

The College of Saint Elizabeth
Center forTheological and Spiritual Development

Presents

Sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, N. J.

Keynotes:

NineteenthAnnual
Spirituality Convocation
DO NOT FEARTO HOPE

LIVETHE PROMISE OF RESURRECTION

April 9, 2011

For registration information,
call (973) 290-4302 or
visit our website at

www.cse.edu/convocation

Sustaining the Spirit:Callings,Commitments, andVocational Challenges

with Drs. Catherine and Michael Carotta

Esperanza en medio de las tinieblas (Hope in the Midst of Darkness)

with Sister Margaret Scott

Have a Little Faith

with MitchAlbom

with Rory Cooney andTheresa Donohoo

Featuring
18 workshops on prayer,

worship,ministry,
and spirituality...

and a choice of workshops
will also be offered for our
Spanish-speaking guests.

Dr. Catherine Carotta and Dr. Michael Carotta
present widely on leadership and vocational
renewal. They are co-authors of the book,
“Sustaining the Spirit: Callings, Commitments,
andVocational Challenges.”

Mitch Albom’s latest #1 NewYorkTimes bestseller,“Have a Little Faith,”
begins with an unusual request when his rabbi asks him to deliver his eulogy.
An 8-year journey, Albom’s story is about how community and faith pull
people together and the potential in all of us for a giving, meaningful life.

Rory Cooney is the composer of a dozen recorded collections of liturgical
music and is also a workshop presenter. For 25 years,Theresa Donohoo’s
distinctive voice has brought the music of Rory Cooney to life on 14
recordings. She has also recorded the music of Marty Haugen,
Dan Schutte, and many others.

WomenWisdom Dancing
Art: Mary Southard, CSJ
www.MarySouthardArt.Org
courtesy of www.ministryofthearts.org
Congregation of St. Joseph

La H.Margaret nos ofrece una espiritualidad basada en la Eucaristía y la
Palabra de Dios junto con una estrategía para el testimonio público en
un mundo oscurecido por la sombra de la injusticia.

Keynote for Spanish-speaking Community:

Music and Liturgy:


