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The news that Nancy Reagan 
had passed away left me wistful, 
almost nostalgic for the 1980s, 

so I spent the better part of an hour 
last weekend looking at old news clips 
on YouTube, reliving those supposedly 
halcyon mornings in America. One 
video clip making the rounds is of 
Ronald Reagan at a 1980 Republican 
presidential debate in Texas. Mr. Reagan 
was asked about his immigration policy. 
He responded: “I think the time has 
come that the United States and our 
neighbors—particularly our neighbor 
to the south—should have a better 
understanding and a better relationship 
than we’ve ever had. But I think that we 
haven’t been sensitive enough to our size, 
and our power.”

One wonders whether Mr. Reagan 
would find a home in today’s Republican 
Party, or whether his compassionate 
conservatism would make him persona 
non grata. That would be ironic, 
considering how often he is invoked 
by G.O.P. presidential candidates. Yet 
do Mr. Trump et al. really know what 
they’re doing when they call upon the 
intercession of the sainted Gipper? To be 
sure, Mr. Reagan was no liberal. Yet with 
huge exceptions (the AIDS crisis comes 
to mind), Mr. Reagan was a politician 
of principle who nonetheless viewed 
politics as the art of the possible and 
compromise as an indispensable color in 
the artist’s palette. 

Mr. Reagan’s worldview, in other 
words, was nimbler and more nuanced 
than the caricature painted by the likes 
of Fox News. To wit: Mr. Reagan, it is 
frequently said, believed that government 
is the problem rather than the solution. 
Yet what Mr. Reagan actually said in his 
1980 inaugural address was subtler: “In 
this present crisis, government is not the 
solution to our problem; government 
is the problem.” Mr. Reagan was not 
promulgating an immutable ideological 
dogma but proffering a diagnosis of 
what ailed the body politic at a specific 
political and social moment. That’s a far 

cry from the government-can-do-no-
good politics of the current moment. 

Mr. Reagan also incurred the wrath 
of his fellow conservatives. George 
Will once said that President Reagan, 
by proposing the abolition of nuclear 
weapons at a Cold War summit, had 
essentially abandoned his ideological 
commitments: “For conservatives,” 
Mr. Will wrote in 1988, “Ronald 
Reagan’s foreign policy has produced 
much surprise, but little delight.” Newt 
Gingrich described Mr. Reagan’s 1985 
meeting with Chairman Gorbachev 
as “the most dangerous summit for 
the West since Adolf Hitler met 
with Neville Chamberlain in 1938 in 
Munich.”

We should keep this in mind 
when Senator Ted Cruz suggests that 
President Obama is the leading state 
sponsor of terrorism, as he did last 
year; or when a sitting U.S. Senator, 
Tom Cotton of Arkansas, refers to the 
secretary of state as “Pontius Pilate” for 
negotiating a nuclear deal with Iran. 
As Mr. Reagan once said, “there you go 
again.” 

We should also keep the real Reagan 
in mind when assessing the pope’s recent 
comments about Mr. Trump and his 
proposed great wall of Mexico. As Mr. 
Reagan said in that same debate in 1980, 
rather than “talking about putting up 
a fence, why don’t we work out some 
recognition of our mutual problems, 
make it possible for them to come here 
legally with a work permit, and then, 
while they’re working and earning here, 
they pay taxes here. And when they want 
to go back they can go back, and cross. 
And open the border both ways, by 
understanding their problems.”

Pope Francis said that a politician 
who talks about only building walls 
instead of bridges does not represent the 
Christian viewpoint. By that standard, 
regardless of whatever else he was, 
it would seem that Mr. Reagan was 
certainly a Christian. 
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CURRENT COMMENT
serves as a reminder that health care is a human right and 
should be available to all, not simply to those wealthy enough 
to afford it. These projects also demonstrate that aid to those 
in need requires a multifaceted and sustained commitment. 

Fortunately, individuals hoping to make a similar 
commitment to the works of mercy need not travel to the 
Vatican. The church has considerable experience with 
reaching out to those on the margins. Local, national and 
international efforts, including organizations like the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, Catholic Charities, Catholic Relief 
Services, Jesuit Refugee Service and many others have for 
years worked to meet the needs of people living in poverty 
and continue to offer opportunities or ideas for getting 
involved. Especially in this Year of Mercy, let us make every 
effort to venture to the margins, to serve and, in modeling 
Christ’s service to others, to see his face in everyone we meet. 

Apple Versus the F.B.I.
How much technological assistance should the government 
be able to compel in an investigation, and at what risk 
to privacy? On March 1, both Apple executives and the 
director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation testified 
about this question before the House Judiciary Committee. 
The hearing continued the unfolding drama of Apple’s 
objection to a court order in the investigation of the San 
Bernardino shootings that commanded them to produce 
a custom version of the iPhone operating system with its 
security protections disabled, so the F.B.I. can hack into the 
shooter’s phone.

The underlying dilemma—how to balance the 
government’s search and surveillance powers against the 
limits imposed by modern encryption technology—has 
been with us for a while, and this case will not be the last 
to raise it. But involving as it does a mass shooting on 
American soil in which the shooters proclaimed allegiance 
to the Islamic State, this case presents the starkest contrast 
between privacy and national security so far encountered.

Hard cases make bad law, however, and outrage 
combined with fear for safety makes worse law yet. We 
should step back from the exigencies of a terrorist threat 
to consider the best policy going forward. Effectively 
unbreakable encryption is a reality not because of political, 
business or even technological decisions, but because the 
underlying mathematics makes it possible and a networked 
world makes it necessary. There will be a case in the future 
where no one, not even the phone’s maker, can hack in at all. 
We should not establish the bad precedent of compelling 
the production of broken software in order to achieve the 
very temporary security it might deliver in the present.

The 2016 Race Problem
Two carloads of Mississippi teens drove into Jackson for 
no other reason than to beat up the first black person they 
came across. It was not the first excursion to what the boys 
called “Jafrica,” where they would target vulnerable African-
Americans who were not likely to go to the police. But this 
time the victim would not remain nameless. James Craig 
Anderson was standing in a motel parking lot when the gang 
beat him to the ground, ran him over with a large pickup 
truck and yelled “white power” as they left him for dead. This 
heinous murder occurred not 50 years ago but five.

On Feb. 29, 2016, U.S. District Judge Carlton Reeves 
ordered four of the primary co-conspirators—each already 
sentenced in February 2015 to seven to 50 years—to pay 
$840,000 in restitution to Mr. Anderson’s estate. In an 
impassioned speech at the original sentencing hearing, 
Judge Reeves recounted the savage history of “Old 
Mississippi” and noted the state “has struggled mightily 
to reinvent itself ” from the legacy of slavery and lynching. 
And yet these young people lived their whole lives in the 
“New Mississippi,” raised in its families and educated in its 
schools.

Likewise, the racial hatred surfaced by this year’s 
presidential campaigns has its roots not just in 1860 or 
1960 but in modern institutions and hearts. A former Ku 
Klux Klan grand wizard has endorsed the Republican 
frontrunner; two men in Boston yelled “Donald Trump was 
right” as they brutally beat a Latino man; and some 30 black 
students were thrown out of a Trump rally at their own 
college. Many find it easier to see these incidents as relics of 
the “old America,” reminiscent of Jim Crow, rather than as 
signs of our time. But the progress of the civil rights era was 
neither perfect nor permanent. And today, as bigoted voices 
are raised and amplified, Americans must respond with 
more than dismayed silence.

When Did I See You?
The Catholic Church is charged with caring for souls, but 
Pope Francis has reminded us over and over again of the 
importance of caring for bodily needs as well. The latest 
example of this commitment was launched March 1, when 
the Vatican opened a free health clinic in an effort to minister 
to those in Rome who cannot afford medical care. The 
clinic, conceived of by Pope Francis and managed by the 
Vatican almoner, is staffed by doctors from the Supportive 
Medical Association and a local hospital. The clinic follows 
several efforts by the Vatican to practice the corporal works 
of mercy. It has already set up dormitories, showers and a 
barbershop for people who are homeless. The latest effort 
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EDITORIAL

“family cap” that denies benefits to 
children born in families already 
receiving assistance—a violation 
of both pro-life and social justice 
principles.

We should also reconsid-
er the question of block grants to 
the states, as opposed to nation-
ally uniform requirements and application procedures for 
welfare. In 2012-13, according to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities, three states (California, Oregon and 
Vermont) provided TANF benefits to a clear majority of all 
families living in poverty, but 10 states, including Georgia 
and Texas, provided benefits to less than one-tenth of all 
families in poverty. This disparity raises questions of wheth-
er some states are discouraging eligible families from apply-
ing for assistance, violating the spirit of the law. Though the 
principle of subsidiarity supports local administration, the 
Catholic bishops expressed concerns in 1996 about ceding 
too much authority to the states, for fear they would en-
gage in what America called a “race to the bottom” to cut 
benefits. Under the welfare reform act, states that cut wel-
fare rolls can shift the savings not only to work-training ini-
tiatives but also to programs, like child care, that they had 
previously funded themselves. The safety net has thus been 
weakened under the guise of local control. 

For several years now, state and national policymakers 
have been revisiting the “tough on crime” laws of the 1990s 
to see what works and what should be changed. The welfare 
reform act merits the same scrutiny, and it should be judged 
by the standard articulated by Pope Francis in “Laudato Si’”: 
any social development “which does not leave in its wake a 
better world and an integrally higher quality of life cannot 
be considered progress” (No. 194). 

Few are calling for outright repeal of the law, and the 
consensus is that work requirements are appropriate for 
adults who can, in fact, find jobs. But there should be flexi-
bility for cases when employment is simply not available, and 
the federal government should take the lead to ensure that 
no child in any state falls deeper into extreme poverty. 

Reducing poverty should be a major issue when 72 
percent of Americans (including 62 percent of Republicans) 
say it is “very” or “extremely” important, according to a recent 
Associated Press poll. We hope to hear detailed proposals 
from the candidates on how to adapt the welfare reform law 
to current realities.

Revisiting Welfare Reform

Twenty years ago President Bill Clinton signed the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Act, better known as welfare reform. Among other 

provisions, the law required that able-bodied adults go to 
work within two years of receiving assistance and imposed a 
lifetime limit of five years of welfare benefits. The American 
Catholic bishops called the law “deeply flawed” and harm-
ful to “hungry children.” At the time we noted the “laud-
able goal of moving people from demeaning dependency to 
dignifying work” but concluded, “this is not welfare reform 
but a redistribution of income—from the stigmatized poor 
to the fortunate classes” (“The ‘Other’ America Revisited,” 
Editorial, 8/31/1996).

The law has had some limited success in moving peo-
ple into the workforce. The program, Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families, covers far fewer households than its 
predecessor (Aid to Families With Dependent Children), 
but that does not necessarily mean that fewer families need 
help. According to recent research by two scholars, Kathryn 
Edin and Luke Schaefer, the number of families living on $2 
or less a day per person more than doubled between the en-
actment of welfare reform and 2013, to 1.6 million house-
holds. The number of children living in these extreme-pov-
erty households also doubled, to 2.8 million. By 2013, only 
26 percent of families in poverty were receiving welfare as-
sistance, down from 68 percent in 1996.

Other programs, including food stamps, can alleviate 
poverty. The expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit has 
benefited households that have been able to find even low-
wage work, and the Affordable Care Act has improved access 
to health care for low-income families. But in some circum-
stances, especially where there are few jobs for less-educated 
workers, there is no substitute for direct cash assistance.

At a minimum, the TANF program should be funded 
to keep up with inflation. It now takes the form of block 
grants to the states, and it has been stuck at $16.5 billion for 
the past two decades. TANF should also be supplemented 
with—and not replaced by—child care assistance for those 
who can find work, as well as training programs for those 
whose skills do not match employer demands. In 2011, the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops called on Congress 
to “strengthen the program so that it better serves fami-
lies and individuals in need to help them make a successful 
transition to work.” The bishops also criticized higher work 
requirements for two-parent families than for single-par-
ent families, as well as the imposition by many states of a C
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Before the Law
Re Of Many Things, by Matt Malone, 
S.J. (2/29): I continue to disagree about 
the value of Justice Antonin Scalia’s in-
fluence on the court. There is a major de-
fect to his “originalism.” His Catholicism 
should have made him morally aware 
and morally practical in judgment, but 
he made an active effort to dissociate his 
belief (though not his religion) from his 
judicial decisions. Part of the belief of 
Catholicism is a sense there is a “natural 
law”; this has little to do with religious 
traditions and practices but very much 
to do with relationships.

I find it ironic that Justices Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and Antonin Scalia 
came to realize that the truth is best 
realized in dialogue and that these two, 
in particular, sharpened their opinions 
by their friendly differences. But Justice 
Scalia failed to realize this when it 
came to the Constitution and judicial 
decisions: It is the discussion of real 
persons—not original meaning—that 
gives rise to true justice. 

JORIS HEISE
Online Comment 

Authors Respond
Re “The End of Catholic Education?” 
by David O’Brien (Reply All, 2/22): 
We thank David O’Brien for his re-
sponse to “Our Reason for Being” (2/1). 
We are surprised, however, by his sug-
gestion that in our article we assert that 
there has been a pervasive failure in re-
newing American Catholic universities. 
In fact, we note that the renewal, like 
all such efforts, has been uneven and 
incomplete. We also assert that one rea-
son for this incomplete renewal arises 
from a tendency to substitute second-
ary purposes for an institution’s prima-
ry purposes—what we call teleopathy. 

Catholic universities, like all other 
institutions, are always in need of re-

newal, and one element of that renew-
al is an obligation to account for their 
deepest commitments and purposes 
not only to students, parents, accredit-
ing agencies and donors but also to the 
church. This does not suggest a slavish 
obedience to any of these audiences but 
rather a dramatic and sustained engage-
ment with and responsibility to them. 

Higher education is a much more 
complex reality than it was 25 years 
ago, and we should not be surprised 
by the fact that negotiating identity 
has become imperative. We developed 
Catholic studies at the University of 
St. Thomas 23 years ago not only to 
provide opportunities for students to 
explore the comprehensive, diverse 
interdisciplinary Catholic intellectual 
tradition but also to provide a forum 
for the sustained investigation of that 
tradition by faculty members across 
the university. 

It is clear that many American 
Catholic universities have responded 
to this complexity in creative ways and 
have avoided the twin errors of sectar-
ianism and assimilation. But our uni-
versities are not well served by the as-
sertion that Catholic higher education 
ignores accountability to its various 
audiences. For the ends and purposes 
of higher education have perhaps nev-
er been more contested than they are 
today. Such a situation demands hon-
est and open reflection. Business and 
health care organizations are attentive 
to the critique of teleopathy. We believe 
that Catholic higher education must be 
equally attentive. 

MICHAEL NAUGHTON, DON BRIEL 
AND KENNETH E. GOODPASTER

St. Paul, Minn.

Parenting 2.0
Discussing his time on paternity 
leave, Maurice Timothy Reidy writes, 
“Perhaps this is more of a male trait, 
the need to check off boxes and move 

on to the next task, but it is not exclu-
sive to men” (Of Many Things, 2/22). 
Studies show that most women who 
work outside the home would do so 
even without the economic benefits of 
two incomes. They are not really so dif-
ferent from men in wanting to follow 
their personal interests and use their 
particular talents outside the home.

It is good for the family and for so-
ciety that increasing numbers of men 
are taking on more parenting and 
homemaking roles. Some young cou-
ples have learned that it is the father 
who is more comfortable with full-
time parenting and homemaking than 
the mother. But most seem to wish to 
share more equally in all of the roles—
homemaking, parenting and financial 
support of the family. Thankfully, ste-
reotyped gender roles are gradually be-
coming a relic of the past.

SANDI SINOR
Online Comment 

Why Jesus Cried
While I appreciate the attempt by 
James Martin, S.J., in his article “My 
God, My God” (2/15) to highlight a 
way for us to develop a deeper friend-
ship with Jesus, it just seems improb-
able to me that Jesus made a sponta-
neous cry of abandonment that just 
happened to be the exact same words 
that start Psalm 22. What makes most 
sense to me is that Jesus used these 
words deliberately in order to ful-
fill that Scripture. Other activities at 
Calvary also demonstrate the inten-
tional fulfillment of Psalm 22, includ-
ing the casting of lots for Jesus’ cloth-
ing (described in Ps 22:18). 

While some may see a “fulfillment 
of Scripture” interpretation as not ap-
preciably different from the first inten-
tion Father Martin provides, of invok-
ing the totality of Psalm 22, they in fact 
are quite different. The latter would be 
dependent upon someone ultimately 

REPLY ALL
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making that connection to have value. 
The former would have all the value it 
could ever need to have through Jesus’ 
action in that moment. A “fulfillment 
of Scripture” explanation does not 
necessarily disprove the possibility 
that Jesus was also expressing pangs of 
abandonment, but I personally doubt 
it. Regardless, those pangs would not 
have been the only (or primary) thing 
going through his mind when he cried. 

RONALD BONESTEEL
Overland Park, Kan.

The Right Questions
J. Michael Byron’s article, “What’s 
Catholic About It?” (2/8), questioning 
the validity of the field of Catholic stud-
ies, could benefit from some important 
methodological distinctions. While 
current seminary theology tends to fo-
cus on historical, doctrinal and system-
atic theology, all these specializations 
are in vain if they do not bear fruit ei-
ther in the world of pastoral activity or 
in communication with the other disci-
plines in the academic world. 

The academic world in general would 
be significantly poorer without the 
emerging field of Catholic studies that 
links the fact of Catholicism with all 
the fields in the university. Courses like 
Catholicism and art, Catholicism and 
business, and Catholicism and health 
care are beginning to enrich many 
students’ lives. Indeed, ultimately it is 
largely from these interdisciplinary con-
versations that many questions for the 
rest of Catholic theology will emerge. 
Unless theology responds to real ques-
tions arising outside of theology, the-
ology itself is in danger of becoming 
irrelevant—answering questions that 
people are not asking. Catholic studies, 
infused with excellent Catholic theolo-
gy, aims at being open to questions in 
the academy that even secularists and 
atheists are asking.

I write from 22 years of teaching in 
Catholic seminaries and 18 years in a 
university Catholic studies program. 
Anyone who thinks that a theology that 

interacts with other disciplines is not 
needed in our classrooms has a naïve-
ly optimistic idea of what the name 
“Catholic” in the mission statement ac-
tually accomplishes. 

(MSGR.) RICHARD M. LIDDY
South Orange, N.J.

The writer is the University Professor of 
Catholic Thought and Culture at Seton 
Hall University.

Reading the World
In reading “The Genius of Compassion” 
(2/8), a review by Brenna Moore of a 
collection of Simone Weil’s writings, I 
could not help but think of the New 
Monasticism movement and how we 
are trying to “read the world differ-
ently” and “push against gravity.” The 
practices once hidden behind the clois-
ter wall or inside the hermit’s cell are 
calling to many of us living in the lay 
and digital world to become literate in 
finding God in everything.

ROGER BROWN 
Online Comment

If Gun Control Fails
Re “Cupich: Confront Gun Violence,” 
by Judith Valente (2/1): Chicago has 
stricter gun laws than most of the 
rest of the United States, and it also 
has much more violence. There might 
or might not be a causal relationship 
involved here, but these facts do lead 
many to feel skeptical about more reg-
ulations and to ponder questions like: 
If we adopt the stricter laws that gun 
control supporters are proposing, and 
if, five years from now, those who pro-
posed these regulations realize that 
violence has stayed at the same level 
or even increased, will they propose 
getting rid of the regulations they pre-
viously supported? Will they propose 
yet more regulations, or will they pro-
pose keeping the new status quo?

JASON EWELL 
Online Comment

Power of the People
Re “A Rooted Vision,” by Rafael Luciani 
and Félix Palazzi (2/1): The “rooted vi-

sion” of Pope Francis is the hope of the 
church for a future rooted in God’s jus-
tice; a church that calls the human fam-
ily to the fullness of our dignity, which 
we live as a community seeking, nurtur-
ing and empowering the common good 
of all. 

The theology of the people has ever 
been the foundation of God’s covenant 
with us. It is God’s call to “choose life, 
not death!” The remarkable and beauti-
ful testimony throughout time of those 
who embraced this life and brought it to 
others is the rich heritage of the church. 
It is the story of the sensus fidelium that 
has continued to grow and become a 
source of hope in dealing with the con-
stant threat of the power of corruption 
in society and the church. 

It is clear Pope Francis seeks to re-
vive and deepen the goals of the Second 
Vatican Council as we enter into an era 
of the laity being the stabilizing strength 
of the church. 

MARK FRANCESCHINI, O.S.M.
Denver, Colo.
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Y E M E N  C O N F L I C T

Pope Francis: ‘Globalization of 
Indifference’ Contributes to Killing

Pope Francis expressed his closeness to the Missionaries of Charity, found-
ed by Mother Teresa of Calcutta, after four of their sisters were killed in 
Aden, the port city of Yemen, on March 4. Departing from his prepared 

text during the Angelus prayer in St. Peter’s Square, he hailed these sisters who 
were caring for the elderly in this war-stricken land as “martyrs of our day,” adding, 
“They were killed by their attackers, but also by the globalization of indifference.”

His words about “the globalization of indifference” are understood to refer not 
only to the general indifference to the attacks on Christians in this region but also 
to the great indifference of the international community to the yearlong civil war 
in this impoverished country, which has brought it to the brink of catastrophe. 
The previous day he expressed the hope that “this pointless slaughter will awaken 
consciences, lead to a change of heart and inspire all parties to lay down their arms 
and take up the path of dialogue.”

One of the martyred sisters, Sister Anselm, was from India; the other three were 
from Africa: Sisters Margherite and Reginette from Rwanda and Sister Judith 
from Kenya. “Their names do not appear on the front page of the newspapers, but 
they gave their blood for the church,” Francis said. “I pray for them and for the oth-
er persons killed in the attack and for their family members,” he added. He prayed 

that Mother Teresa—whom he will 
declare a saint in September—“may 
accompany into paradise these daugh-
ters, martyrs of charity, and intercede 
for peace and the sacred respect of hu-

man life.”
The Vatican said Pope Francis 

was “shocked and profoundly 
saddened” by the murder of the 
four members of the Missionaries 
of Charity and at least 12 other 
people at a retirement home for 
the elderly (80 of whom lived 
there) run by the sisters in Aden, 
on March 4. Gunmen had gone 
from room to room, handcuffing 
victims before shooting them in 
the head. Medical sources told 
Al Jazeera that the other victims 
included four local nurses, four 
security guards and three cleaning 
staff workers.

On March 5, the Vatican sec-
retary of state, Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, issued a strong appeal 
from Pope Francis for an end to 
the ongoing violence in Yemen, 
saying that “in the name of God, 
he calls upon all parties in the 
present conflict to renounce vio-
lence and to renew their commit-

ment to the people of Yemen, partic-
ularly those most in need, whom the 
sisters and their helpers sought to 
serve.”

The only Catholic priest in Aden, 
the Rev. Thomas Uzhunnali of Kerala, 
India, was living with the sisters at the 
time of the attack because his par-
ish residence had been destroyed last 
September. He was praying in the 
chapel of the retirement home when 
the killers arrived and was taken away 
by them, according to the mother su-
perior of the community, who, press 
reports say, managed to hide and so 
avoided being killed in the attack. It is 
not known what happened to him.

Already the poorest country in 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS. A 
pro-government militant inspects a 
room after an attack by gunmen in 

Aden, Yemen, on March 4. 
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the Arab world, Yemen is now facing 
catastrophe, according to the United 
Nations: 21.2 million people need 
some form of humanitarian assistance, 
around 6,000 people have been killed, 
and 2.4 million people have been dis-
placed from their homes. Human 

rights organizations say both sides are 
responsible for atrocities in this im-
poverished but strategically important 
land, where the tussle for power has 
serious implications for the region and 
the security of the West. 

GERARD O’CONNELL

S E X  A B U S E  C R I S I S

Pell Pledges to Work With Abuse 
Survivors After Meeting in Rome

Cardinal George Pell of 
Australia promised to 
work with a group of 

survivors of sexual abuse to 
help prevent suicide among 
victims and support healing 
and protection programs, even 
as he faced scalding criticism 
in Australia after days of giv-
ing testimony from Rome to 
an investigating commission in 
Australia.

“One suicide is too many. 
And there have been many such 
tragic suicides. I commit myself 
to working with the group to 
try to stop this so that suicide is not 
seen as an option for those who are 
suffering,” he said on March 3 after 
meeting in Rome with a group of sur-
vivors from his hometown of Ballarat.

The closed-door meeting came after 
the survivors watched the cardinal give 
evidence over four days to Australia’s 
Royal Commission concerning what 
he knew about the actions of child 
abusers among members of the clergy 
and about bishops reassigning them 
to other parishes during his tenure in 
Australia. A number of survivors and 
supporters had come to Rome thanks 
to a crowd-funding campaign in order 
to witness in person the cardinal’s tes-
timony, which was delivered over a live 
video link-up with the commission in-

vestigating child abuse in Australia.
The cardinal, who is prefect of the 

Vatican Secretariat for the Economy, 
admitted during the hearings that 
church leadership “has made enormous 
mistakes” in confronting suspected and 
known abuse against minors. Hundreds 
of child abuse claims or complaints 
have been made against members of the 
clergy in the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
and the Diocese of Ballarat, for which 
he was ordained in 1966.

“It would be marvelous if our city 
had become well-known as an effective 
center and the example of practical help 
for all those wounded by the scourge of 
sexual abuse,” he read from his written 
statement while standing outside the 
Hotel Quirinale, where the meeting 

and his previous testimony took place.
He said that during his meeting with 

survivors, he heard “their stories and of 
their sufferings. It was hard; an honest 
and occasionally emotional meeting.”

He said he was “committed to work-
ing with these people from Ballarat and 
surrounding areas” and was willing “to 
help make Ballarat a model and a bet-
ter place of healing, for healing and for 
peace.”

He promised to continue to help 
the group work with church agencies 
in Rome and at the Vatican, especially 

the Pontifical Commission for 
the Protection of Minors. After 
the meeting with Cardinal Pell, 
one survivor from Ballarat, Phil 
Nagle, told the Catholic Herald 
that they “talked about the fu-
ture not the past.... I think he 
gets it.”

David Ridsdale, whose un-
cle—a former priest—abused 
him and others, spoke to report-
ers after the cardinal’s testimony. 
Gerald Ridsdale, who is now in 
prison, had lived in the same 
house with the cardinal in the 
1970s.

With their presence in Rome and 
long years of advocacy work, “I hope 
we’ve shown everyone that when you 
face the truth with dignity you really 
can achieve so much,” David Ridsdale 
said.

“I think what we’ve been through 
over the years, all of us, to have pulled 
together, to pull this off, is a testament: 
Don’t ever underestimate broken peo-
ple,” he said.

When people notice someone who 
seems to be in need or hurting, “stop the 
judging. Pick them up like we picked 
each other up because that is how hu-
manity is going to go forward. Not this 
hiding, not this power struggle, not this 
power imbalance,” he said. 

GERARD O’CONNELL

CONTINUING QUESTIONS. Cardinal George Pell of 
Australia reads a statement to media in front of the 
Hotel Quirinale in Rome on March 3.
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Let Women Preach?
Essays in L’Osservatore Romano, the 
Vatican newspaper, urged the Catholic 
Church to allow women to preach 
from the pulpit at Mass, a role that 
has been reserved almost exclusive-
ly to the all-male clergy for centuries. 
Enzo Bianchi, leader of an ecumenical 
religious community in northern Italy, 
wrote, “Certainly for faithful lay people 
in general, but above all for women, 
this would constitute a fundamental 
change in their participation in church 
life.” He called such a move a “decisive 
path” for responding to widespread 
calls—including by Pope Francis—to 
find ways to give women a greater role 
in the church. In her column, Sister 
Catherine Aubin, a French Dominican 
who teaches theology at a pontifical 
university in Rome, noted that Jesus 
encouraged women to preach his mes-
sage of salvation and that throughout 
church history there have been many 
extraordinary women evangelists. “Let 
us sincerely pose a question then,” 
Sister Aubin wrote. “Why can’t women 
also preach in front of everyone during 
the celebration of Mass?”

Pope Francis: ‘Take 
Your Check Back’
Speaking out against exploitation and 
unfair wages for workers, Pope Francis 
told benefactors to forget about donat-
ing money to the church if their earn-
ings came from mistreating others. 
“Please, take your check back and burn 
it,” he said to applause. “The people of 
God—that is, the church—don’t need 
dirty money. They need hearts that are 
open to God’s mercy,” the pope said on 
March 2 during his general audience in 
St. Peter’s Square. God wants people 
to turn away from evil and do what is 
just, not cover up their sins with ges-
tures of sacrifice, he said. Just as God 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
Republican of Wisconsin, became 
the highest-ranking politician 
to speak at a pro-life rally when 
he joined protesters outside the 
Supreme Court on March 2 as the 
justices were hearing oral arguments 
on a Texas law that imposes new 
restrictions on abortion clinics. • A 
Navy SEAL with a strong devotion to St. Michael the Archangel, 
Edward C. Byers Jr., of Ohio, rescued a civilian hostage in east-
ern Afghanistan in December 2012 and was awarded the Medal of 
Honor by President Barack Obama for his heroic acts on Feb. 29. 
• Catholic leaders in Tennessee opposed a bill moving through the 
state legislature in late February that seeks to halt refugee resettle-
ment by suing the federal government “for expenses the state makes 
in providing services to refugees.” • Archbishop William Lori and 
other religious leaders in Baltimore traveled to Rome on pilgrimage 
on March 3 to ask the pope to bless their work of reconciliation in 
Baltimore following the death of Freddie Gray. • Bishop Earl Boyea 
of Lansing, Mich., appealed on Feb. 15 for local Catholics to “redou-
ble both their prayers and their generosity” for the people of Flint, 
who are still struggling with unsafe drinking water. 

derives no pleasure from “the blood 
of bulls and lambs” slaughtered in his 
name, he is especially averse to offer-
ings from hands dirty with the blood of 
another human being. “I think of some 
church benefactors who come with an 
offering,” he said, and sometimes that 
offering is “fruit of the blood of many 
people, who are exploited, mistreated, 
enslaved by poorly paid work.” 

Abuse in Diocese of 
Altoona-Johnstown
Hundreds of children were sexual-
ly abused over at least 40 years by 
priests and other religious leaders in 
the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, a 
statewide grand jury found. At least 
50 priests or religious leaders were in-
volved in the abuse, and diocesan lead-
ers systematically concealed the abuse 

to protect the church’s image, accord-
ing to a grand jury report released on 
March 1 by the attorney general of 
Pennsylvania, Kathleen Kane. Kane 
said that much of the evidence re-
vealed in the report came from secret 
archives maintained by the diocese 
that were available only to the bishops 
who led the diocese over the decades. 
Victims also testified to the grand 
jury, which was convened by Kane in 
April 2014. Kane said the investiga-
tion was continuing. “This is a pain-
ful and difficult time in our diocesan 
church,” Bishop Mark. L. Bartchak of 
Altoona-Johnstown said in a state-
ment. “I deeply regret any harm that 
has come to children, and I urge the 
faithful to join me in praying for all 
victims of abuse.”

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

N E W S  B R I E F S

Paul Ryan

From America Media, CNS, RNS, AP and other sources.
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The last week of February 
demonstrated what is becom-
ing a pattern for China—a se-

ries of events that show that the coun-
try is being pulled to its extremes even 
as it tries its hardest to remain firmly in 
the center.

In a rare move that suggests an op-
portunity for cooperation between 
China and the United States, the two 
countries agreed on a possible U.N. 
resolution to sanction North 
Korea because of its latest nuclear 
test. While the two sides may be 
pleased to work together finally on 
North Korea, the circumstances 
represent a loss of face for China. 
Despite the influence it was be-
lieved to wield, China has been 
unable or unwilling to exercise 
any meaningful control over its neigh-
bor since Kim Jong-un became North 
Korea’s leader at the end of 2011. At 
the same time, China is opposing pos-
sible U.S. plans to deploy an antimissile 
system in South Korea, believing that 
system could be used against it. 

One area where the United States 
and China are far from agreement is 
the South China Sea. There irritation 
over China’s expansion of disputed 
atolls and islands, including the con-
struction of airstrips, has progressed to 
genuine trepidation after the apparent 
deployment of surface-to-air missiles 
on one of those islands and the arrival 
of military aircraft. China claims almost 
the entire sea as its territorial waters 
and exclusive economic zone, despite 
competing claims from Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.
The United States has demanded 

that China respect freedom of naviga-
tion through the area, and China has 
been irked by U.S. destroyers sailing 
through the area to press home the 
U.S. position. With greater Chinese 
firepower now delivered to the area, 
the risk of some kind of accidental ex-
change has grown. 

That dispute has at least pushed 

China’s friction with Japan over the 
Senkaku Islands to the back burner for 
now. While China continues to pump 
up public enmity toward Japan re-
garding unresolved issues from World 
War II, including the sovereignty of 
the Senkakus, it is doing so on a much 
smaller scale than even six months ago, 
when it declared a three-day public hol-
iday to celebrate the end of the war and 
victory over the Japanese empire.

Then, of course, there is the ultimate 
island dispute, that over Taiwan, which 
elected its first female president, Tsai 
Ing-wen, in January. Set to take office in 
May, Tsai and her Democratic People’s 
Party have a more pronounced pro-Tai-
wan independence stance than the 
outgoing Kuomintang, who see reuni-
fication with the rest of China as their 
ultimate goal.

And speaking of elections, while 
China is politically savvy enough to un-
derstand that statements made against 
it are designed to rally American voters, 

it cannot be pleased that it will be reg-
ularly name-checked throughout the 
U.S. election season, both for its mili-
tary posture and the long-standing be-
lief that China manipulates its currency 
and steals American jobs. 

China’s external issues may be rel-
atively easy to handle compared with 
addressing its first significant economic 
decline in decades. After major stock 
market drops in August and January, 
on Feb. 25 China’s major bourses again 
dropped, this time by about six percent. 
China’s slowing economy continues 
to worry international observers con-

cerned that China will significantly 
devalue the renminbi.

Ideologically, China continues to 
battle against religions and philos-
ophies that conflict with its own 
version of market Marxism. In the 
western Province of Sichuan and 
other Tibetan areas, photos of the 
Dalai Lama—which Tibetans were 

previously allowed to possess and car-
ry—were being confiscated. And in 
Zhejiang Province, where a campaign 
to remove crosses from church edific-
es is entering its fourth year, officials 
have arrested Protestant church lead-
ers for alleged financial improprieties. 
The most high-profile of these is Pastor 
Gu Yuese, head of Chongyi Church 
in Hangzhou, the largest govern-
ment-sanctioned church in the country.

Has China reached the limits of its 
power? Is it fighting too many battles 
on too many fronts, financially, geopo-
litically and ideologically? Two months 
into 2016, the overall situation is start-
ing to test China’s President Xi Jinping.

Beijing’s primary goal is always social 
stability. With the economy declining, 
how much of China’s external asser-
tiveness is intended as a distraction is a 
concern; and how far China is willing to 
go to create distractions as its economy 
heads lower could become a genuine 
cause for worry.

D I S P A T C H  |  B E I J I N G

How Far Will China Go? 

Is China fighting too 
many battles on too 

many fronts?

STEVEN SCHWANKERT, author of Poseidon: 
China’s Secret Salvage of Britain’s Lost 
Submarine (Hong Kong University Press), is 
America’s Beijing correspondent. Twitter: @
greatwriteshark.
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The Voters’ Revolt
This campaign is crazy...and 

scary. As February ends, 
Republican candidates are 

calling each other “con man,” “choker” 
and “liar,” and the “con man” is taking 
over the party. In one weekend, the 
frontrunner hesitated to condemn the 
Ku Klux Klan, retweeted a fake quote 
from Mussolini and was endorsed by 
the most anti-immigrant senator. A 
son and brother of presidents who 
started with the most money and en-
dorsements dropped out after the sec-
ond primary. An independent senator 
wins his first election as a Democrat in 
the New Hampshire primary. A for-
mer first lady wins in South Carolina 
with higher African-American sup-
port than President Obama received 
while defeating her eight years ago. 
The greatest threat to her nomination 
may be an F.B.I. investigation regard-
ing her emails as secretary of state. 

This campaign is fueled by frustra-
tions and fears about economic un-
fairness, global competition, racial in-
justice, demographic change and acts 
of terror. There are reasons for anger. 
The rich are getting richer; the mid-
dle class is being squeezed; and work-
ing class and poor families are being 
left behind. Endless war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have brought enormous 
human and economic costs but not 
victories. But when people say “take 
back our country,” it is not clear that 
all Americans are part of that “coun-
try” or whether Latinos and African-
Americans, immigrants and those 
they disagree with are part of making 
America “great again.” 

The “surprises” don’t stop there. Two 

JOHN CARR is director of the Initiative on 
Catholic Social Thought and Public Life at 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.

key developments are being overlooked. 
Money is not buying this election. 

Sanders and Trump agree that our 
campaign finance system is corrupt, 
and they do not rely on large contri-
butions from powerful interests. This 
may explain their common opposition 
to trade deals and support for negoti-
ations with drug companies to bring 
down the cost of prescriptions. Big do-
nors are not buying this election. Jeb 
Bush had the most resources, but few 
voters. Trump is running 
his own circus with non-
stop coverage. Sanders has 
the most small donors in 
history. 

The PBS commentator 
Mark Shields suggests large 
contributions rarely buy 
particular votes but often 
buy elected officials’ silence 
and time. Both parties get a 
majority of resources from 
large donors. Is this why 
most Republicans deny cli-
mate change, knowing that the Koch 
brothers and the energy industry will 
cut off their support and perhaps fund 
an opponent? Is this why Democrats 
who oppose requiring taxpayers to pay 
for abortions rarely speak out, know-
ing that the abortion lobby and the 
party would cut off support and look 
for an alternative? The enormous costs 
of campaigns require candidates to 
spend endless time seeking contribu-
tions from wealthy donors and power-
ful lobbies. Does dependence on these 
interests help explain why leaders in 
both parties supported financial dereg-
ulation in the 1990s and why it took a 
Democratic socialist to push issues of 
inequality and Wall Street abuses into 
this campaign? The costs of a corrupt 
campaign finance system are less direct 

but more dangerous than most voters 
believe. 

Movements matter. Organized voters 
and movements can be counterweights 
to the power of political money. Two 
surprises of 2016 are how the Tea 
Party’s antigovernment and anti-immi-
grant agenda is driving the Republican 
debate and how Black Lives Matter has 
focused Democratic discussion on ra-
cial and criminal justice.

In the Republican race, political 
experience is a bur-
den, and contempt for 
government is an as-
set. The Republican 
campaign is respond-
ing by demonizing im-
migrants and talking 
about walls and depor-
tations, even though 
many large donors and 
most Republican vot-
ers continue to support 
legal status for undocu-
mented workers in the 

United States.
Clinton and Sanders have been 

pushed to focus on mass incarceration, 
police misconduct, criminal justice re-
form and the impacts of systemic and 
institutionalized racism. These issues 
did not come from consultants or fo-
cus groups but from Ferguson, Flint 
and the voices of Black Lives Matter. 

Both these movements reflect an-
ger, alienation and frustration; but 
one calls for greater exclusion and the 
other for more inclusion in our divided 
nation. The unusual impacts of polit-
ical money and movements are pos-
ing stark choices in this election year. 
As Pope Francis tried to explain to 
Donald Trump and all of us, bridges 
are better than walls.

 JOHN CARR

Movements 
can be  

counter-
weights to 
the power 
of political 

money. 
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Scalia v. Aquinas
Two views on the role of the judge
BY ANTHONY GIAMBRONE

The sudden death of Justice Antonin Scalia on 
Feb. 13 inspired an outpouring of eulogies 
and appreciations for a man recognized, even 
by his critics, for his unmistakable integri-
ty, keen intelligence and powerful personal 

charm. Jesuit-trained and the father of a priest, he was a fa-
vorite of many Catholics and conservatives for his strongly 
held views and clear decisions.

It is important, however, in the wave of sentiment and 
consternation surrounding the loss of this significant 
Catholic figure—a civil servant who stood in the center of 
so much controversy in contemporary American public life, 
and who stood so often and so vocally on the right but losing 
side—not to confuse esteem for the man with a celebration 
of his legal thinking. 

What exactly was Justice Scalia’s philosophy of juris-

prudence? On Jan. 7, little more than one month before his 
death, the justice gave a public lecture in Washington, D.C., 
to celebrate the 800th jubilee of the Dominican Order. He 
took the occasion—the feast of St. Raymond of Penyafort, 
the patron saint of canon lawyers—to contrast his theory of 
legal interpretation with that of the great Dominican theo-
logian, St. Thomas Aquinas.

Justice Scalia began by noting that in the Summa 
Theologica (II-II, q. 60 a. 5), Aquinas argues that a judge 
ought to render justice according to what stands in the writ-
ten law. Here the justice beamed in manifest agreement. In 
answering objections to this position, however, Aquinas 
adds—and here the justice immediately became uncom-
fortable—that a judge can for the sake of “the equity which 
the lawgiver had in view” disregard a poorly written law to 
uphold some natural right. For Justice Scalia, this conces-
sion of the Angelic Doctor was wittily bemoaned as a horror 
“worthy of the Warren Court!” What precisely is at issue in 
this disagreement?

ANTHONY GIAMBRONE, O.P., is a Dominican priest and professor of 
New Testament at the École Biblique in Jerusalem. AN
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As It Is Written
Justice Scalia was known above all for his principled, articu-
late resistance to every whiff of judicial activism. In the for-
mer law professor’s sharply “textualist” or “originalist” philos-
ophy of judicial interpretation, the law should be respected 
exactly as it stands written. And what is not written is not 
legislated, to quote the ancient adage.

The textualist perspective must first of all be distinguished 
from so-called strict constructionism, which Justice Scalia 
called “a degraded form of textualism that brings the whole 
philosophy into disrepute.” The essential difference for the 
textualist is that “common sense” can intervene in interpret-
ing the text of the law in question. The strict constructionist, 
by contrast, is cast as a simple-minded legal literalist who, 
for instance, would understand “the use of a gun” in a crime 
to mean not merely its employment with violent intent but 
even its bartered use in exchange for drugs—obviously not 
the intent of the words of the law.

Textualism might be com-
pared with the hermeneutic of 
Reformation theologians, who 
appealed to the “plain sense” of 
Scripture. This confidence in the 
perspicuous insight of common 
sense may indeed allow for more 
sophistication than various fun-
damentalist follies, but it is hardly an adequate approach. 
And it is not only Catholic exegetes who appreciate this. It 
is a mark of our age, chastened perhaps by the experience 
of thousands of denominations disagreeing on the “plain 
sense,” that we appreciate with new clarity the need for con-
trols (like tradition) to guide scriptural exegesis and herme-
neutics.

As one professionally occupied with the job of interpret-
ing texts (albeit sacred ones), I do not hesitate, despite my 
lack of schooling in law, to register an instinctive discomfort 
with the idea of textualism as a legal theory. The impulse 
behind it, of course, is another thing.

At base, Justice Scalia’s textualism represents his reaction 
to what he saw as the deplorable state of legal interpretation 
in U.S. courts, where, as he wrote, there is “no intelligible, 
generally accepted and consistently applied, theory of stat-
utory interpretation.” It was his aim to supply this missing 
theory. However attentive his theory is to a reasonable, con-
textual construal of the written law, his position, neverthe-
less, is rather clearly an expression of legal positivism.

Law, in this positivist view, gains its force from contin-
gent social factors, not from its moral merits or participation 
in right reason. The role of the judge is, accordingly, not to 
improve bad laws but to take the text as the settled law, for 
good or ill, whether it be liberal or conservative, whether this 
proceeds from good counsel and cooperation or through 

crooked compromise. Textualism is an overemphasis upon 
the text, plain and simple: an overreaction to the real prob-
lem of judges insufficiently bound to what stands written.

 
Higher Law 
Returning to the Summa, Justice Scalia allowed that Aquinas 
knew infinitely more about theology. But he himself, the jus-
tice insisted, knew a great deal more about judges and judg-
ing. And he was certainly correct to desire some safeguard 
against manifest distortions like Roe v. Wade, in which jus-
tices discover gross injustices as “rights” where no compelling 
textual foundation can be provided. A crack in the door, like 
the case of Church of the Holy Trinity v. United States—
which allowed that the “spirit” of the law might prevail over 
the “letter”—is open to abuses too evident to bear enumer-
ating.

And yet, two things make the medieval theologian a 
much deeper juridical thinker 
than the judge.

First, Justice Scalia’s legal the-
ory has no ultimate framework 
for holding the government ac-
countable before God. He was 
unable, for instance, when ques-
tioned after the lecture, to defend 
an administration of justice such 

as the Nuremberg Trials. The trials, of course, famously ap-
pealed to the natural law to convict men who had simply 
enforced the promulgated, positive law of Nazi Germany. 
When pressed on the issue, the justice steadfastly disavowed 
any such appeal to a higher unwritten law. To justify the war 
trials, he instead simply maintained that, as he saw it, win-
ners in a war have a right to punish the losers. “Might makes 
right” is the classic formula for this doctrine.

In charity, one may assume the justice did not wish to 
accept all that this implies, but it is worth commenting on 
the consequences all the same. In a word, praise God the 
United States won the war; for one shudders to imagine 
the work of the “courts” had the Nazis been victorious. The 
Soviets, too, were winners in the Second World War—and 
they simply drove the German “losers” to the gulags. Is that 
also the proper work of justice? Were these trials as humane 
and upright as Nuremberg with its appeals to a higher law?

Textualism in Justice Scalia’s inflection has no analogical 
understanding of law. God’s own unwritten commands are, 
thus, allowed no entry into public, legal discourse. ( Justice 
Clarence Thomas, it might be noted, would differ here from 
Justice Scalia. Though less a theorist than his colleague on 
the bench, Justice Thomas broadly acknowledges the force 
of the natural law. He further points out that the framers 
wrote the Constitution under the same conviction—a dif-
ferent spin on “originalism.”)

Justice Scalia’s legal theory 
has no ultimate framework 
for holding the government 

accountable before God.
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Corrective Justice
A second deficiency in the viewpoint of Justice Scalia, less 
severe in its ultimate import but more revealing of challeng-
es proper to the American system of law, is his anachronistic 
reading of Aquinas. Specifically, the saint was working with a 
very different, much more biblical, conception of the “judge.” 
In particular, the separation of powers, which Americans 
take as axiomatic, a system which siphons off judges entirely 
from the work of making laws—or at least attempts to—is 
in fact a novelty in the history of jurisprudence.

Functionally, of course, the familiar system of checks and 
balances ensures protection against particular abuses. But 
the three branches of government also scatter the integral 
elements of law in some fundamentally problematic ways. 
It is very important that Americans be honest and enlight-
ened on this point. For all its certain advantages, the admin-
istration of justice is, on account 
of separated powers, an unusually 
disjointed operation in our society, 
susceptible to its own abuses and 
tragic breakdowns.

For Aquinas, the judge was 
also the legislator—a plenipoten-
tiary, like a king—not simply the 
hand-bound interpreter of some 
legislature’s promulgated text. The 
modern issue of “judicial activism” 
is, accordingly, tied up with a very 
different set of historical and le-
gal assumptions, specific to the 
American context. There is something to be learned, how-
ever, from the older viewpoint. In the scriptural worldview, 
shared by the Christian Middle Ages, judgment was an act 
that could compensate when the written statutes fell short 
of the perfection intended. Indeed, judgment was exactly 
this: the place where injustice was corrected.

The question we must put to our own ministers of justice 
(not only judges) is this: Where is this mechanism of judg-
ment in our system? Who will undo the injustice, which at 
times we inflict by law upon ourselves? Increasingly we are 
becoming a nation lacking judgment. Who will decide aright 
for this land’s afflicted?

 
Judgment Day
Our constitution is a wondrous prodigy of statecraft. But 
can judges really be divorced from all lawmaking behavior? 
Should they be? We object to the alternative, perhaps, be-
cause in a blush of democratic idealism we wish the law to 
be promulgated only “by the people”—not by “unelected of-
ficials,” as we often derisively name our judges. But, in the 
machinery of this republic, is the court not also represen-
tative in its own special way? And is it, in fact, so clear that 

the court has really served this country more poorly than the 
Congress or many we have duly elected as our commanders 
in chief?

In our common law system, precedent itself is a form 
of legislation. This means that judges are indeed effectively 
lawmakers. It is true, the court is not the right instrument 
for deciding every issue; but it will not serve the common 
good if Catholics in this country concerned about crucial 
issues like abortion and same-sex marriage rally around the 
illusion that judges have no share in legislating.

If the significance of Nuremberg failed to register ade-
quately with Justice Scalia, as a believing Catholic and hon-
est steward of the common good, he understood well the ur-
gent need for an escape clause in the event—ever more real 
in our nation—that civil servants must face some proximate 
cooperation with evil. Recusal was Mr. Scalia’s answer for 

judges. Judges might thus save 
their skin and their conscience—
but not the country. Aquinas’s 
appeal to a higher law grounded 
in divine authority is obviously 
another, stronger option, for it 
provides a corrective to the disor-
dered situation, not simply a way 
out for the judge.

For Justice Scalia, however, 
“natural law” was just rhetorical 
cover for the preferred moral 
agenda of any given judge. Such 
skepticism is profoundly disap-

pointing. If in times and places, such as our own, the natural 
law can erode in a people’s perception—even to the point 
that its dictates are no longer widely grasped, a circumstance 
Aquinas himself allows—then the answer should not be a 
frightened moratorium on appeals to God’s eternal law. 
(This is not to say, however, that the natural law should al-
ways be positively legislated, as both Thomas Aquinas and 
Justice Thomas would agree.) 

Justice Scalia has now gone to meet the one who judges 
justly, and I am confident that his public witness and career 
of service will find its just reward. As the country now sol-
emnly seeks to fill his chair on the Supreme Court, we may 
hope judges like this good man may still be found. Though 
burdened with a problematic theory, Justice Scalia was nev-
ertheless blessed through the gift of faith with a moral in-
sight often lacking in the secularism that surrounds us. It 
would serve our nation well if more judges let such knowl-
edge inform their administration of justice. Otherwise, it is 
certain that those bound neither to the text nor to God’s 
unwritten law will continue to “legislate from the bench,” ad-
vancing the same injustices that make us cry, “Lord…judge 
your people in justice!” (Ps 72:1).

Increasingly we are 
becoming a nation lacking 
judgment. Who will decide 

aright for this land’s 
afflicted?

A
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A Call to Conscience
A U.S. bishop reflects on Pope Francis’ challenge to the Mexican bishops.
BY STEPHEN E. BLAIRE

When Pope Francis delivered a strongly word-
ed speech to the Mexican bishops during 
his recent visit, I felt both uncomfortable 
and challenged as a bishop in the United 

States. I heard clearly that we as bishops cannot just preach 
the Gospel and then remain on the sidelines while injustices 
prevail. As spiritual leaders of the church, we must be engaged 
in promoting the common good more than just guiding oth-
ers to do so. I realized that as a bishop, I also must pick up the 
victim of robbers, pour oil and wine over his wounds, bandage 
them and bring him to the inn.

I recalled the words the pope spoke in St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral in Washington, D.C., this past September when 
he reminded the bishops gathered there that we needed to 
be “lucidly aware of the battle between light and darkness 
being fought in this world” 
and that we must “realize that 
the price of lasting victory 
is allowing ourselves to be 
wounded and consumed.” In 
other words, we have to be in 
the midst of the fray.

I cannot forget sitting in 
Congress and hearing from 
Pope Francis a Magna Carta 
for the church in the United 
States: to defend liberty as 
Lincoln did; to dream of full 
civil rights as Martin Luther 
King Jr. did, to strive for justice and the cause of the oppressed 
as Dorothy Day did and to sow peace in the contemplative 
style as Thomas Merton did. The message is the same wheth-
er we hear it in Washington, D.C., in Mexico or in California. 
It is only the circumstances and applications that are different. 
It is a message for the church to be engaged in the great work 
of human development for peace and justice that respects 
the dignity of the human person and promotes the common 
good. This is a work of God. Numbers 9 and 10 of the Second 
Vatican Council’s “Pastoral Constitution on the Church in 
the Modern World” propose that as human beings we “co-op-
erate in finding the solutions to the outstanding problems of 
our time.”

The church respects the political, social and economic 
orders. It is not our mission to structure these arenas of hu-
man endeavor nor to give them an ideology. While individual 
members of the church are integral parts of these endeavors 

and have a civic and human responsibili-
ty to be so, as participants they maintain 
an autonomy that is enhanced by their 
professional, educational and experiential 
training. The church respects their auton-

omy and their freedom to act in accord with their consciences.
However, this does not mean that the church must sit on 

the sidelines and simply offer spiritual platitudes. The church 
has a mission to offer the light of Christ to the world. Jesus 
has redeemed all creation. The Gospel speaks to every dimen-
sion of human existence and to each and every arena of hu-
man striving. The political, the social and the economic orders 
of the world exist to serve the well-being of each and all. Four 
issues identified in Nos. 9 and 10 of the “Constitution on the 
Church” remain alive today. Developing nations still need to 
share in the political and economic benefits of modern civi-
lization; the place of women still needs to advance; agricul-
tural workers in many places still need to be set free from 
inhuman conditions; industrial workers being replaced by 
machines still need new opportunities.MOST REV. STEPHEN E. BLAIRE is the bishop of Stockton, Calif.

GOOD SHEPHERDS. Above: Rev. 
Johnson Lopez, left, and Bishop David J. 
Malloy visit a home in Illinois damaged 
by a tornado last April. Left: Bishop 
Peter F. Christensen talks with Latino 
Catholics in Caldwell, Ida.
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Serving the Human Person
The Gospel is primary in the formation of conscience. The 
church speaks to the responsibility of political leaders to pro-
mote the dignity of every human person, especially the poor 
and most vulnerable, and to create, promote and protect the 
common good. The church calls for a social order built on sol-
idarity among all peoples and calls for right relations that re-
spect honesty, truth, human rights and freedom, especially in 
the practice of one’s religious faith. The church speaks of the 
economy in terms of serving the human person and speaks 
against the greedy accumulation of wealth to the detriment 
of the poor and an unfair and ineq-
uitable distribution of the goods of 
the earth. The earth and its goods 
belong to the human family and are 
entrusted to our care.

Indeed the church’s mission is 
to reflect the light of Christ in the 
world, but its mission is more than 
that. “Be doers of the word and not 
hearers only” ( Jas 1:22). But when 
the tire meets the road, when the 
church becomes engaged in the real 
issues of life, this is where you be-
gin to hear, “The pope can speak on 
spiritual matters, but he does not 
have any authority to speak on economic or political issues,” 
or, “The church certainly should give alms and feed the poor 
and care for those who are suffering, but stay out of the struc-
tural issues of politics, the social order and economics.”

It is true that the church respects the autonomy of the 
various arenas of life and that her members certainly should 
engage in the various realms of human endeavor. But it must 
also be said, in accord with Vatican II, that the church’s mis-
sion is to do more. The “Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World” suggests ways for the church to be engaged 
beyond proclaiming the Gospel in word only.

The first way is by collaboration (Nos. 9, 10). We work 
together with all people of good will, and even with some of 
not so good will, to promote the common good. The church 
can be a partner with other faith traditions, community orga-
nizations, government and business in promoting what is just 
and right for society. Of course, the church cannot cooperate 
in matters of evil and must observe the ethical and moral prin-
ciples of cooperation. But we do not have to be scrupulous to 
the point that we cannot shake hands with those opposed to 
us; we can work with them on matters related to the common 
good with means that are morally acceptable.

The church does not have all the answers, but it can be a 
partner in striving to improve the human condition. We can 
offer a moral perspective that flows from the light of Christ. 
In standing against the evil of abortion, we can improve how 

we work to address the desperate situations that people find 
themselves in that give occasion to such evil. Our opposition 
to physician-assisted suicide can engage us in strengthening 
palliative care and better helping people to die well. We can 
do our part in promoting better paying jobs and reducing the 
higher unemployment rates in places like the San Joaquin 
Valley, where I am a bishop and where people are working two 
or three low-paying jobs to keep food on the table. We can 
organize our parishes to be more active in keeping children in 
school through graduation. (The dropout rate is still too high 
in my diocese, and dropouts too easily can find a home in a 

dangerous gang.) No less important 
is how we care for God’s creation in 
places like the San Joaquin Valley, 
where so many suffer from poor 
air quality. Most important, we can 
strengthen and promote the family 
as the basic unit of society.

The second way for the church 
to become more engaged is through 
dialogue. Pope Paul VI gave us the 
tools. Pope Francis is witnessing 
to its importance in the pursuit of 
peace and better human relation-
ships. Dialogue opens the doors of 
mercy. “Dialogue is our method,” 

he told the U.S. bishops. He further emphasized that harsh 
and divisive language has no place in our society.

Dialogue requires the wisdom that comes from the Holy 
Spirit in understanding our faith, an openness of heart to 
the pursuit of that which is good and true and a boldness 
of spirit, as exemplified by the apostles in the Acts of the 
Apostles. It requires an ability to listen and to seek to un-
derstand. How many times Francis has reminded us of our 
sinfulness. As sinners we need to be open to learning, to let-
ting the Spirit guide us and to acknowledging that we do not 
know it all. The transformation of the world in Christ might 
begin with our being willing to dialogue with the world on 
the advancement of the human condition so that we might 
learn from the world and better know what needs transfor-
mation by the Gospel.

Yes, I still feel some discomfort in applying the words of 
Pope Francis to myself as a bishop of the church. I still ask 
myself if I have walked closely enough with the poor. But it is 
never too late to accept the challenge. The Year of Mercy is a 
good time for me to examine my conscience and to undergo 
a new conversion of heart. The great question of our day, 
for us bishops and for all of us as the church, is this: How 
do we as the church in today’s very complex world witness 
to the light of Christ and collaborate in making our world 
more just, building a solidarity with all people of good will 
for peace and reconciliation?

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas in Nogales, 
Mexico, in December.

A
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Mr. Joseph McAuley • 2014 ....................................New York

Rev. John P. McDonough • 1982................... Massachusetts

Rev. John F. McGinley, O.S.F.S. • 2013 ......... Pennsylvania

Mr. Paul C. McNulty • 2012 ........................................ Maine

Deacon Bartholomew J. Merella • 1991 ............... Maryland

Frances J. and Gail W. Mertz • 1991 ..................New Jersey

Dr. William Mitchell • 2011........................................Hawaii

Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Moley • 1983 .............. California

Msgr. James A. Moloney, P.A. • 1997 ....................Michigan

Mr. Thomas Ernest Morin • 2015 ....................... Minnesota

Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Morris • 1983 .............. California

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Naumann • 2011 ......South Carolina

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Nolet • 2014 ................... Kentucky

Linda Nolten • 2015 ...................................................... Illinois

Mr. J. Kenneth O’Connor • 1988 ...........................New York

Ms. Maureen M. O’Leary • 2003 ..........................New York

Oblate of St Francis Desales • 2014 ............................... D.C.

Mr. Robert P. Ochocki • 1993 ............................... California

Rev. Dr. Joseph P. Oechsle • 1993 ................... Pennsylvania

Dr. and Mrs. Erasmo Passaro • 2015 .........................Florida

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel and Leanna Pawlus • 2015 ...........N.J.

Mr. and Mrs. John and Emma Pelissier • 2001 ......Virginia

Rev. Richard A. Perfetto • 1993 ..............................Michigan

Martin & Barbara Perry • 2015 .................................. Illinois

Rev. Steven J. Peterson • 1990 ................................New York

Mary K. Pickitt • 2008 ................................. North Carolina

Mr. Albert C. Pierce • 2006 .......................................Virginia

Mr. Thomas E. Quigley • 2009 .................................Virginia

Bishop Ricardo Ramirez • 2004 .......................New Mexico

Mr. James S. Rausch • 2000 ....................................... Georgia

Prof. Brian Abel Ragan • 1994 ..................................  Missouri

Ms. Elinor Myers Rees • 2000 ................................... Georgia

Rev. William J. Reilly • 1995 ................................New Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Reuland • 2001 ................. Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Steven P. Reynolds • 1996 ..................... Mass.

Rev. Michael G. Roach • 2000 .................................Missouri

Irene C. & Joseph J. Roach • 1991 .........................New York

Most Rev. Frank J. Rodimer • 2014 .....................New Jersey

Andrew Romano • 2015 ..........................................New York

Mr. Ramon A. Rosado-Vila, Esq. • 1993 .........Puerto Rico

Ms. Shayla K. Rumely • 2012 .................................... Georgia

Rev. Patrick Ryan, S. J. • 2015 ................................New York

Mr. James T. Ryan • 2013 ........................................New York

Dr. John F. Sanfelippo • 2008 ..................................Missouri

Ms. Barbara Scanlan • 2014 ..................................New Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas P. Schiavone • 2009 ........New York

Mr. Paul G. Schloemer • 2000 .............................. California

Ms. Katharine Schneider • 2015....................................Texas

Mr. Michael Schwarz • 2013 ..........................................Texas

Mrs. Karen Sechser • 2013 .................................... California

Ms. Katie Shah • 2015 .............................................New York

Mr. Eugene Shea • 2013 ................................................ Illinois

Ms. Karen Smith • 2015 ..........................................New York

Mr. Laurence P. Smith • 2015 ...............................Wisconsin

Rev. Msgr. David Sork • 2014 ................................ California

Ms. Mary L. Staudenmaier • 2013 .......................Wisconsin

Mrs. Gail L. Sturdevant • 1995 ................................Missouri

Mr. Noah Sturr &Mrs. Bridget Sturr • 2004 .......Missouri

Rev. Charles J. Sullivan • 2012 ......................... Pennsylvania

Rev. Msgr. Ronald J. Swett • 1995 ........................ California

Mr. and Mrs. Ray and Louise Terry • 2014 ........ Tennessee

Mr. Charles D. Thomas • 2015 .................................... Illinois

Mr. Robert D. Tuerk • 1988 ........................................ Illinois

Ms. Mildred Wanja• 2014 ................................................. Tesas

Rev. William Watters, S.J. • 2014 ......................... Maryland

Rev. John E. Watterson • 2004 ..................... Massachusetts

Rev. John B. Wehrlen • 2007 ................................New Jersey

Rev. Robert M. Wendelken • 1988 ................................Ohio

Rev. Charles H. Wester • 2000 .............................Wisconsin

Ms. Lucy Wilde • 2002 ....................................................Texas

Miss Andrea Wilkinson • 2015 ................................Virginia

Mrs. Linda N. Winter • 2004 ..................................Missouri

Mrs. Catherine Spohn Wolff • 1983 .................... California

Ms. Mary Zukowski • 2013 ......................................... Illinois

THE BLESSED MIGUEL PRO ASSOCIATES
$300 to $499

Rev. John T. Albosta • 1998 .............................. Pennsylvania

Dr. Stephen L. Anderson • 2001 ............................... Indiana

Archdiocese of Miami • 2015 ......................................Florida

Mr. Benedict G. Archer • 1994 ............................. California

Msgr. Daniel K. Arnold • 1987 ........................ Pennsylvania

Rev. George Aschenbrenner, S.J. • 1993 ........ Pennsylvania

Mr. Thomas G. Auffenberg • 2001 ..........................Missouri

Rev. Timothy F. Babcock • 1984 .............................Michigan

Mr. James M. Backes, Jr. • 2014................................Alabama

Mr. Richard J. & Barbara J. Bair • 2012 ...... Massachusetts

Miss Janice A. Barry • 2004 ..................................New Jersey

Mr. Adolph J. Barsanti • 2003 ...................................Virginia

Rev. C. Joseph Batcheldor • 2005 .......................... Kentucky

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Battafarano • 2004 ..... Nebraska

Ms. Magdalen A. Beaney • 2009............................New York

Ms. Jane Bemko • 1983 ....................................................Texas

Dr. Angela A. Bennett • 1997 ................................New York

Ms. Marianne Bilyck • 1992 .................................. California

Ms. Norah M. Bischoff • 1998 ...............................New York

Fr. Clair Boes • 2009 ......................................................... Iowa

Mr. John A. Boyle • 1987 ............................................Virginia

Rev. George J. Boyle • 1988 ............................... Pennsylvania

Dr. Brian E. Breslin • 2006 ........................................... Maine

Dr. and Mrs. Louis V. Buckley • 1997 ..............Connecticut

Mr. Paul Buras • 1999 ......................................................Texas

Dr. Vincent P. Butler, Jr. • 1982 ...........................New Jersey

Rev. James L. Caddy • 2012 .............................................Ohio

Ms. Elizabeth Cagnacci • 2015 ............................. California

Mr. Arthur B. Calcagnini • 1998 ................................Florida

Mr. Lawrence J. Campbell • 2012 ..........................New York

Mrs. Lois H. Carnes • 2002 ................................... California

John Michael Carney • 2015 ....................................Arkansas

Dr. John M. Casey • 1988 ....................................... California

Mr. Robert M. Cassidy • 2009 ...................... Massachusetts

Rev. Robert F. Caul • 1992 ................................Rhode Island

Mr. Thomas P. Christie • 2001 ..................................Virginia

Mr. Louis J. Cissone • 2013 ..........................................Florida

Dr. Eugene P. Clerkin • 1997......................... Massachusetts

Mr. Nicholas R. Clifford • 2003 ..............................Vermont

Dr. and Mrs. John and Kristine Coffey • 2015 ............N.M.

Ms. Patricia M. Collins • 1994 ..................................... Maine

Mr. Daniel J. Combo • 2013 .................................... Montana

Kevin and Eileen Concannon • 2003 .......................... Maine

Charles L. Conlon, M. D. • 1997 ...................................Texas

Ms. Clare Costello • 2013 .......................................New York

Robert Coughlan • 2015 ..........................................New York

Ms. Elizabeth A. Crandall • 2001 .......................New Jersey

Ms. Margaret A. Cromwell • 2000 ..............South Carolina

Judith H. Crosson • 2015 .........................................Colorado

Paul Cudahy • 2015 ..........................................................Texas

Rev. Michael Culligan • 1987 ................................ California

Sr. Joan Curtain • 2015 ............................................New York

Mr. Joseph A. D’Anna • 2002 ............................New Mexico

Mr. Venceslau D’Silva • 2004 .................................New York

Mr. Henry J. Daaleman • 2001 ............................New Jersey

Mr. Patrick H. Dallet • 2012 .......................................Florida

Mr. Steven J. Damozonio • 2002 .......................... California

Ms. Rosemary Darmstadt • 1998 ..........................New York

Mr. Edward J. Degeyter • 2008 .............................. Louisiana

Mr. Andre L. Delbecq • 1999 ................................ California

Mr. Edward J. Dempsey • 2004 ..........................Connecticut

Rev. Daniel Derry • 1990 ....................................... California

Msgr. Conrad R. Dietz • 1998................................New York
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Mr. Robert L. Dineen • 2001 ...................................Alabama

Ms. Margaret G. Dowd • 2006 ..............................New York

Mr. Leo J. Dulacki • 2012 ........................................... Arizona

Mr. Stephen P. Dunphy • 2013 ............................. California

Mr. John E. Ehmann • 1988 ....................................... Indiana

Kath and Tom Engelhardt • 2013 ...........................Missouri

Ms. Mary Anne Ernst • 2006 .................................New York

Deacon Edgardo Farias • 2015 ....................................Florida

R. Foss Farrar • 2008 ....................................................Kansas

Mr. Stephen J. Fearon • 1989 .................................New York

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence T. Fell • 1990 ...................New York

Fr. Robert J. Fenzl • 2000 .......................................Wisconsin

Ms. Patricia T. Finan • 1994 ...................................New York

Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza • 2010 .........................Texas

Mr. Richard J. Fishbune • 2012 ............................ Minnesota

Mr. Robert K. Freeland • 1998 ..............................New York

Rev. Moritz Fuchs • 1998 ........................................New York

Fr. F. Anthony Gallagher • 2005 ....................................Ohio

Dr. Eileen Gallagher • 2015 .............................................Utah

Mrs. Donna Gann • 2012 .............................................. Maine

Rev. Joseph A. Gaudet • 2001 ....................... Massachusetts

Ms. Mary V. Gibbons • 1985 ...................................Michigan

Deacon and Mrs. Paul A. Gifford • 1994 ............. Maryland

Mr. Jerome P. Gilbert • 2003 ..................................... Georgia

Rev. John J. Gildea • 2004 .......................................New York

Rev. Niles J. Gillen, O.Carm • 1998 ...........................Florida

Mr. Tony Gillman • 2012 .............................................Florida

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Glynn • 1993 ......................New York

Ms. Kathleen A. Golden • 2004 ............................New York

Dcn. and Mrs. Robert Gontcharuk • 2004..........New York

Rev. Louis J. Gould • 2004 ............................. Massachusetts

Mrs. Sheila Griffin • 2015 ................... District of Columbia

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Groshek • 1998 ............Colorado

Rev. Richard J. Groshek • 1988 ...............................Michigan

Rev. James G. Gutting • 1989 ........................... Pennsylvania

Dr. Edda H. Hackl • 2000 ........................................... Illinois

Ms. Judith Halli • 2014 ..............................................Alabama

Ms. Janet Hannon • 2012 ........................................New York

Ms. Martha Hanns • 2012 ......................................... Arizona

Rev. Joseph D. Harrington • 2009 ......................... Montana

Mrs. Rose A. Harrington • 1995 .......................Connecticut

Mr. & Mrs. Edward  Harrington • 2015 ..................... Mass.

Mr. Thomas W. Havey • 2008.....................................Florida

Mr. George T. Hayes, Jr. • 2001 ...........................New Jersey

Rev. John H. Hedrick • 1988 .................................Wisconsin

Rev. John C. Hergenrother • 1992........................Wisconsin

Mr. John D. Herrick • 1999 .........................................Florida

Mr. Richard J. Higgins • 1984 ............ District of Columbia

Richard L. and Ann W. Hodges • 1988 ................Colorado

Mr. Ivan J. Houston • 2006 .................................... California

Mr. Dennis Hughed • 2015 ......................................... Illinois

Dr. Selma Hughes • 2004 ...............................................Texas

Mr. Kenneth Hull • 2013 .........................................Michigan

Mr. Anthony C. Hummel • 2015 .......................... California

Mr. Robert N. Hunziker, II • 2006 ..............................Texas

Rev. Bernard W. Kahlhamer • 1981.................... Minnesota

Msgr. Peter V. Kain • 1988 .....................................New York

Dr. Mike J. Kaminski • 2007 ............................. Washington

Mr. and Mrs. David and Maryanne Kane • 2014 .................

Mr. Thomas E. Kelleher • 1988 .................... Massachusetts

Rev. John E. Kelley • 2004 ............................. Massachusetts

Mr. James R. Kelly • 1990 .......................................New York

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Kelly • 2013 .......................Virginia

Mr. Barry Kenneally • 1996 .............................. Pennsylvania

Beatrice Kernan• 2014 ...............................................New York

Francis J. Kicsar • 2002 ...........................................Wisconsin

Ms. Ann M. Klocke • 1997 .......................................... Illinois

Robert and Marie Knoblock • 1997 ....................New Jersey

Rev. Eugene R. Koch • 1991 ............................................ Iowa

Ms. Mary Jo Krohn • 2013 ........................................... Illinois

Mariano and Jane La Via • 2000 ..................South Carolina

Honorable and Mrs. James LaFave • 2015 ......... Minnesota

Leon and Joanne LaPorte • 2012 ........................... Maryland

Mr. Thomas Larkin • 2015 ......................................New York

Ms. Barbara A. Larsen • 2003 ............................... California

Ms. Celine M. Larson • 2012 .................................Wisconsin

Rev. Allan R. Laubenthal • 2006 ....................................Ohio

Col. James E. Lawrence, USAF (Ret.) • 1999 ........Virginia

Ms. Tommie S. Leahy • 2014 .................................Oklahoma

Rev. James F. Leary • 2004 ..................................Connecticut

Mr. Bernard J. Lechner • 1988 ....................................Florida

Ms. Theresa Lee • 2010 ................................................. Illinois

Rev. Msgr. Donald E. Leighton • 2003 ........... Pennsylvania

Rev. Thomas P. Leonard • 1985 .............................New York

Mary and Thomas Lewis • 1996 ..........................New Jersey

Mr. Patrick Leyden • 2015 ................................ Pennsylvania

Rev. Frank E. Lioi • 2008 ........................................New York

Nicholas and Anne Lombardo • 2006 .....................Virginia

Mr. Kevin A. Loney • 2006 .................................... California

Loyola Jesuit Community • 2013 ........................... Louisiana

Drs. Paul & Loretta Lucas • 1992 ...........................Michigan

Dennis and Pam Lucey • 1998 ..................................Virginia

Rev. John P. Ludwig • 2005 .............................................. Iowa

Dr. John J. Lynch, M.D. • 1999 .......... District of Columbia

Rev. James H. MacDonald • 2007 ........................ California

Ms. Joan B. MacDonnell • 2001 ............................ Maryland

Mr. Ian R. MacDougald • 2015 ...................................Florida

Mr. Anthony P. Mahowald • 2005 ............... Massachusetts

Mr. Francis X. Maloney, Jr. • 2015 ............... Massachusetts

Ms. Kathleen M. Manning • 2009 ......................New Jersey

Dr. and Mrs. William H. Marmion • 2005 ........ California

Victor and Katherine Martin • 2008 ..........South Carolina

Ms. Elenor S. Martin • 2014 ............................. Pennsylvania

Mr. James F. McAteer • 2004 ............................ Washington

Rev. Msgr. William J. McCaffrey • 2002 .......Rhode Island

Mr. Donal F. McCarthy • 1991 ..............................New York

Mr. George B. McCeney • 1996 ............................. Maryland

Mr. Robert McDonough • 2014 ....................... Pennsylvania

Mr. John G. McGoldrick • 2002 ............................New York

Mr. Thomas J. McGonigle • 2012 .............................Virginia

Mrs. Amy McKenna • 2015 .............................................Ohio

Mrs. Virginia M. McKeon • 2010 .........................New York

Capt. Paul F. McLaughlin • 2002 ...............................Florida

Ms. Marita McMahon • 2015 .................................New York

Rev. Robert Meissner • 2015 ...................................Michigan

Mrs. Jan Mendenhall • 2015 ...........................................Texas

Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Merkel • 1993 .................. Arizona

Rev. Theodore J. Miller • 1984 ........................................Ohio

Rev. Joseph M. Mills • 1988 .................................... Kentucky

Mr. Frederick L. Milos • 1996 ..............................New Jersey

Dr. Emile R. Mohler, Jr. • 2014 .............................. Maryland

Joseph and Mary Monahan • 2013 .................. Pennsylvania

Mr. James T. Morley, Jr. • 2012 ..........................Connecticut

Mr. Mathew Morningstar • 2015 ..........................New York

Mr. Richard F. Morrisroe • 1982 ............................... Indiana

Ms. Barbara Mosley • 2002 .............................................. Iowa

Mrs. Margaret F. Mullin • 1972 .................... Massachusetts

Rev. Francis Mulvaney • 2015 ................................New York

Rev. William J. Murphy • 1988 ...............................Michigan

Rev. Daniel W. Murphy • 2015 ............................New Jersey

Ms. Christine Nieman • 2014..................................Michigan

Mr. John E. O’Breza • 2008 ..................................New Jersey

Ms. Alla O’Brien • 1989 ................................. Massachusetts

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew O’Connell • 2003 ....................Ohio

Mr. James S. O’Connor • 2001 .............................. California

Rev. Robert B. O’Connor • 1989 ...........................New York

Rev. Maurice J. O’Connor • 1999 ................. Massachusetts

Mr. Hubert J. O’Toole • 2003 ..............................New Jersey

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Ogonek • 1998 .........................Ohio

Edward and Shirley Oleksak • 1979...........................Florida

Mr. Edward D. Ott • 1996 ...................................... Louisiana

Sir Mario J. Paredes, K.G.C.H.S. • 2001 ............New York

Mr. and Mrs. John and Cythnia Peck • 2015 . Pennsylvania

Mr. Robert W. Peters • 2006 ................................. California

Mr. Robert Piccus • 2012 ....................................... California

Keldon S. Pickering • 2004 ......................................... Indiana

Mr. Joseph A. Placek • 1999 ....................................Michigan

Rev. James H. Plough • 1998 ...................................Colorado

Mr. John A. Pocs • 1988 ...................................................Ohio

J. Kenneth Poggenburg, Jr. • 2014 ........................ California

Mr. Marcus P. Porcelli • 1997 ..............................New Jersey

Prof. Brian Abel Ragen • 2015 .................................Missouri

Mr. Ernest C. Raskauskas • 2000 .......................... Maryland

Mr. John Reehill • 2013 ...........................................New York

Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Reilly • 1995 ...........................Texas

Ms. Helen L. Relation • 2014 ........................ Massachusetts

Rev. Patrick J. Reuse, S.J. • 2010 .....................................Utah

Mr. Joseph M. Rigolio • 2004 ...............................New Jersey

Mr. John Robinson • 2012 .........................................Alabama

Ms. Kerry Robinson • 2009 ................................Connecticut

Mr. Kevin P. Roddy • 2000 .................................... California

Mr. Ricardo R. Rodriguiz • 2007 ...........................Michigan
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Dr. Uros Roessmann • 1996 .................................... Montana

Rev. Paul J. Rossi • 2003 ......................................... California

Mark and Margaret Scheibe • 1988 ................. Washington

Mr. Stephen A. Scherr • 1977 ................................ Nebraska

Dr. and Mrs. Charles and Peg Schlegel • 2012 ...........Conn.

Ms. Demetra Schwieger • 2007 ........................ Washington

Mr. James J. Scott • 2004 ...........................................Missouri

Ms. Esther F. Seeley • 2004 ........................... Massachusetts

Maryann Semancik • 2014 ..................................... California

Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Semancik • 1985 ...................... Indiana

Mrs. Mary DuBois Sexton • 1999 ......................... Maryland

Mr. Ward A. Shanahan • 1991................................ Montana

Mr. Bartholomew A. Sheehan, Jr. • 1991 ...........New Jersey

Fr. Roy J. Shelly • 2015............................................ California

Mr. Robert E. Shields • 2008 ........................... Pennsylvania

Ms. Joan Shrout • 2015 ...........................................Wisconsin

Ms. Therese Sickles • 2008 ................................ Washington

Fr. Richard R. Siefer • 2008 .............................. Pennsylvania

Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Sieling • 2014 .................. California

Mr. Richard A. Sitzmann • 2012 .................................... Iowa

Most Rev. Richard J. Sklba, S.S.L. • 1983 ..........Wisconsin

Msgr. Alfred E. Smith • 1989................................. Maryland

Ms. Edith V. Sontag • 2003 ..................................New Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. James and Mary Dale Spach • 2015 .......N.Y.

Ms. Margaret Srensek • 1987 ..........................................Ohio

St. Vincent Martyr Church • 2010......................New Jersey

Ms. Patricia M. Surdyk • 2001 .................................... Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Thompson • 1992..................Penn.

Mrs. Nancy M. Tim • 1997.....................................New York

Mr. William R. Toller • 2008 ........................ Massachusetts

Mr. and Mrs. Enrique Torres • 1994 ..........................Florida

Mr. Chris Treado • 2015 ............................................Virginia

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Upham • 1994 ...............Connecticut

Mr. Paul Vance • 2015 .....................................................Texas

Mr. Robert Venable • 2008 ......................................... Indiana

Mr. Bernard J. Verkamp • 1987 ................................. Indiana

Mr. Julio Vidaurrazaga • 2004 ...........................Puerto Rico

Rev. Harry E. Wagner, Jr. • 2004 .......................... Louisiana

Mr. Terrance Wagner• 2014 .......................................... Florida

Bishop Emil A. Wcela • 1990 .................................New York

Mrs. Ninette P. Webster • 1988 ..........................Mississippi

Mr. George J. Welch • 2010 ....................................New York

Rev. Leo A. Wiley • 2007 ........................................New York

Mr. Dennis Wilson • 2015 ................................. Washington

Ms. Doris A. Wintrode • 2008 ............................. California

Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfe • 1991 ........................... California

Mr. John C. Yockey • 2012 ......................................... Arizona

Deacon and Mrs. Joel M. Ziff • 1993 .............. Pennsylvania

THE AVERY DULLES ASSOCIATES 
$150-$299

Skya Abbate • 2015 .............................................New Mexico

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth and Katherine Abbott • 2015 ..N.J.

Mrs. Fran Abbott • 2015 ............................................. Nevada

Ms. Susan Lan L. Abbott • 2003 .................. Massachusetts

Ms. Maureen Abramson • 2015 ............................ California

Miss Lillian Adami • 1987 ................................ Pennsylvania

Rev. Albert R. Adamich • 1998 ................................... Illinois

Charles D. Adams • 2015 ........................................ Nebraska

Mr. Emmett J. Agoglia • 2000 ................................New York

Mrs. Mary M. Albright • 2014 ........................................Ohio

James Alderson • 2012 ............................................Wisconsin

Mrs. Roenna Alegre • 2015 .................................... California

Ms. Victoria M. Almeida • 2015......................Rhode Island

Mr. and Mrs. Ruben Alvarez • 2014 .............................Texas

Rev. Richard J. Ament • 2009.......................................... Iowa

Mr. Robert G. Anders • 2012 ................................. Maryland

Mr. Peter J. Andes • 1995 ........................................New York

Dr. Joseph G. Antkowiak, M.D. • 2004 ...............New York

Ms. Jane Antrobus • 2008 ...................................... Tennessee

Ms. Monica Armstrong • 2015 ............................. Tennessee

Joan Arrigan • 2008 ............................................Rhode Island

Mr. Stanley Aslanian • 1987 .................................. California

Mr. Eduardo A. Assef • 2015..........................................Texas

Mr. Henry L. Atkins, Jr. • 2012 ............................ California

Dr. Ann Avitabile • 2015 .........................................New York

Mr. Walter C. Ayres • 2015 ....................................New York

Mr. Kenneth F. Bailie • 2003 ..................................New York

Mr. Robert Baker • 2015 .........................................New York

Rev. John F. Baldwin • 2007 .................................. California

Rev. R. James Balint • 1994 .............................................Texas

Mr. Chris Barbiere • 2015 .....................................New Jersey

Mr. Michael Barclay • 2012................................ Washington

Mr. William J. Barnds • 2005..................................Colorado

Mr. James Barnes • 2015 ......................................... California

Chaplain Annette Barnes • 2015 ............................... Indiana

Gillian Barr • 2015 .............................................Rhode Island

Ms. Catherine Barrack • 2013 ............................... California

Dr. Joseph J. Barrett • 2001 ..................................New Jersey

Mr. John J. Barry,  III • 2010 .............................Rhode Island

Mr. Vincent Bartolini • 2013 ............................Rhode Island

Mr. James F. Bartscherer • 2010 .............................New York

Ms. Tanya Bastianich Manuali • 2014 ..................New York

Dr. and Mrs. William E. Battle • 2004 ................ Maryland

Mrs. Margaret Beauregard • 1998 ..........................Michigan

Mr. and Mrs. Paul O. Behrends • 1990 ................ Maryland

Mr. Raymond J. Behrendt • 2001 ............................... Illinois

Dr. John C. Bennett • 1994 .................................... California

Deacon Roland Benoit • 2015 ........................................Texas

Ms. Carolyn K. Bensel • 1988 ....................... Massachusetts

Mrs. Mary Ann C. Bentz • 1990 ...................... Pennsylvania

Mr. Franklyn J. Bergen • 2012 ................................... Arizona

Rev. Michael B. Berner • 1987 ......................................... Iowa

Rev. Albert J. Berner • 1987 ..................................New Jersey

Ms. Wilda Berry • 2015 ..............................................Virginia

Dr. and Mrs. Stanley & Carrie Bezek • 2015 .... Minnesota

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick and Sarah Bidon • 2015 .....Colorado

Ms. Rosemary E. Binon • 2005 .......................................Ohio

Rev. Colin F. Bircumshaw • 1988 ...................................Utah

Deacon and Mrs. Leo T. Bistak • 1989 ......................Kansas

Janine M. Blanchet • 2015 ..........................................Virginia

Rev. Melvin C. Blanchette, S.S. • 1989 ......................... D.C.

Rev. Joseph J. Blanco • 2013 .....................................Colorado

Mr. Joseph A. Blasko • 2015 ....................................Michigan

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Blessington • 2002 .........Connecticut

Rev. John A. Boehning • 2006 ................................New York

Mr. Enrique Boilini • 2015 ......................................New York

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius H. Borman • 2004 .........Colorado

Mr. Robert J. Boyles • 2003 ................................... California

Rev. James P. Bradley • 2015 ...................................New York

Dr. Mary Brady • 2015 .............................................New York

Dr. Robert F. Brady, Jr. • 2006 ............................... Maryland

Mr. Thomas A. Brand • 2009 .................................... Arizona

Ms. Susan Brandon • 2014 ...........................................Hawaii

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Braun • 2010 ............................... Indiana

Ms. Carla Imani Breaker • 2015 ............................New York

Mr. Ralph Bremigan • 2015 ........................................ Indiana

Ms. Anne Brenaman • 2006 .............................. Washington

Rev. William Brennan • 2006 ..............................New Jersey

Ms. Rachel M. Brennan • 2012 ...............................Michigan

Rev. Raymond A. Brenner • 2003 .............................. Indiana

Rev. Michael W. Briese • 2012 ............................... Maryland

Ms. Mary A. Bruemmer • 1991 ................................Missouri

Rev. Francis E. Bryan • 2008 ...................................... Indiana

Ms. Theresa Krolikowski Buck • 1993 ......... West Virginia

Rev. Robert B. Buening • 2013 ........................................Ohio

Mr. and Mrs. Bugge • 2010 ..........................................Florida

Mr. & Mrs. C. Russell & Robin Bughman • 2015 .....Conn.

Dr. Timothy P. Bukowski • 2004 ............... North Carolina

Ms. Janet Bullinger • 2015 .................. District of Columbia

Rev. James Burke • 2015 ................................. Massachusetts

Dr. and Mrs. James D. Burke • 2003 ............... Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Ellen Burkemper • 2015 .....Mo.

Rev. Laurence J. Burns • 2000 ......................................... Iowa

Ms. Jacquelyn Bush • 2015 .................................... Minnesota

Mrs. Shawn K. Butler • 2014 ............................ Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald and Donna Butterfield • 2015 ..... Fla.

Mrs. Eileen K. Byrne • 1983 ........................................ Illinois

Rev. Geroge Andrew Byrne • 2015 ....................... California

Rev. Edward Byrne • 2006 ......................................New York
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Mr. Joseph J. Byrne • 2012 ............................. Massachusetts

Ms. Anna M. Byrnes • 1988 ...............................Connecticut

Mrs. Ellen L. Cady • 1998 ........................................Michigan

Mr. Pat W. Camerino • 1983 ..........................................Texas

Ms. Alice Campanella • 2015 ........................ Massachusetts

Mr. John J. Campbell • 1988 .................................. California

Ms. Jane S. Campbell • 2013...................................New York

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Campbell • 2008 ..Pennsyhabelvania

Mr. Richard O. Campbell • 2002 ...........................Colorado

Cap Com Financial Services • 2015 ......................New York

Mrs. Louise Carey • 2013 ............................... Massachusetts

Rev. Patrick J. Carney • 2007 .................................New York

Grace A. Carroll • 1980 .........................................New Jersey

Sister Clarice M. Carroll • 2013 ..........................Mississippi

Dr. and Mrs. Harry D. Carrozza • 1982 ................. Arizona

Mr. John J. Casey • 1987 ............................................Missouri

Mr. David Casey • 2015 .........................................New Jersey

Ms. Patricia Casey • 1996 .............................. Massachusetts

Bp. Morgan A. Casey • 2015 .....................................................

Ms. Maria E. Cata • 2014 .................................................Ohio

Ms. Margaret R. Charles • 2007 ................... Massachusetts

Ms. Kathleen S. Christenson • 1988 ................... California

Mrs. Ann Marie Ciarmella • 2015 .........................New York

Mr. Robert M. Ciesielski • 2012 ............................New York

Rev. Victor P. Cinson, Jr. • 2014......................................Ohio

Col. Dennis E. Clancey, U.S.M.C. • 1988 ..............Virginia

Rev. Douglas P. Clancy • 2014 ............................Connecticut

Ms. Patricia F. Clark • 2013 ....................................New York

Mr. John E. Clarke • 2009 ......................................Wisconsin

Ms. Mary M. Clarke • 2009 ....................................New York

Deacon Kevin E. Cleary • 2008 ...........................New Jersey

Mrs. Kathryn Coakley-Springs • 2015 ..................Colorado

Mr. Edward Cole • 2012 ...........................................Michigan

Mr. Ronald L. Cole • 1987 .......................................... Indiana

Rev. Joseph M. Collier • 1996 ................................ California

Mrs. Bradley Collins • 2015 ......................................................

Mr. Daniel F. Collins • 2003 ........................................ Illinois

Dr. F. Farrell Collins, Jr. • 1979................... North Carolina

Mr. and Mrs. Francis W. Collopy • 1996 ..............Colorado

Rev. Edward A. Colohan • 2001 ........................Connecticut

Mr. John Condon • 2015......................................Connecticut

Mr. Michael J. Conk • 2012 .......................................Virginia

Sr. Deborah Conley • 2013 .......................................... Illinois

Msgr. Peter V. Conley • 2012 ........................ Massachusetts

Ms. Carol M. Connelly • 2002 ........... District of Columbia

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. & Margaret Coniff • 2014 ...N.Y.

Mr. Donald A. Connolly • 2005 ............................ Maryland

Mr. and Mrs. James W and Connolly • 2014 ...............Texas

Mr. Martin J. Connor, Jr. • 2014 ..........................New Jersey

Rev. Robert L. Connors • 1998 ..................... Massachusetts

Mr. Coleman J. Conroy • 2013 ..................................Virginia

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Coogan • 2014 ...............Colorado

Mr. Ronald Cooney • 2015 ......................................Delaware

Mr. & Mrs. Anthoney & Mary Anne Corasantit • 2015 N.Y. 

Ms. Julia Cornely • 1999 ..........................................New York

Michael Cosgrove • 2015 .........................................New York

Rev. Raymond J. Cossette • 1993 ......................... Minnesota

Mr. Thomas Costello • 2005 ......................................Virginia

Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Coughlan • 1999 .......Connecticut

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Courtney • 1987 ..................Delaware

Mr. Fred G. Cowden, Jr. • 1997 ............................New Jersey

Fr. Richard D. Coy • 2014 ...................................... Tennessee

Rev. James P. Coyne • 2009 ................................ Washington

Ms. Margaret E. Crahan • 2008 ............................New York

Ms. Lauren Cranford • 2015 .................................. Tennessee

Mr. Richard E. Croker • 1997 ................................ Nebraska

Mr. John Cunningham • 2013 ............................... California

Richard Currie • 2014 ............................................New Jersey

Mr. William Cusick • 2012 .................................... California

Mr. Richard F. Czaja • 2006 ...................................New York

Ms. Joan T. Dabelko • 2014 ....................................New York

Rev. James Dallen • 2013 .................................... Washington

Ms. Jaime Dance • 2014 .......................................Connecticut

Mr. William Darling • 2014 .....................................................

Mrs. Mary H Davitt • 2015 ....................................New York

Mr. John P. Day • 1997 ................................New Hampshire

Dr. Rosemary De Julio • 2003 ................................New York

Mrs. Katherine E. DeBacker • 2008 ......................Colorado

Dechant-Hughes & Associates, Inc • 2015 ............... Illinois

Katherine DeGreef • 2015 .........................................Virginia

Mr. Richard P. Delaney • 1988 ......................................Texas

Rev. Richard Dempsey • 2009 ..................................... Illinois

Mr. John H. Dengler • 1990 ...................................New York

Rev. Lawrence M. Deno • 2008 ..............................New York

Mary Ann Deskins • 2015 ...........................................Kansas

Msgr. Timothy H. Desrochers • 2008 ...................Michigan

Richard DeVeaux • 2015 ................................... Pennsylvania

Mr. Richard Dey • 2015 .......................................... California

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Di Ricco • 2010 .................Virginia

Mr. and Mrs. Digan • 2014 ......................................... Indiana

Rev. John A. Dinneen, S.J. • 1994 ................. Massachusetts

Rev. Jerome A. Dixon • 1989 ............................ Pennsylvania

Ms. Diane M. Dobitz • 1999 ................................. California

Rev. Thomas R. Doheny • 2010................... North Carolina

M.J. Doherty • 2015 ........................................ Massachusetts

Mr. Max M. Doll • 2014 ............................... North Carolina

Mrs. Barbara M. Donahue • 1999 ................ Massachusetts

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Doney • 1991 ..............New York

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Donohue • 2004 .....................Florida

Ms. Doreen Donohue • 2015 .......................................Florida

Ms. Dorothy A. Donovan • 2010 .................. Massachusetts

Dr. Gail M. Donovan • 2014 .......................... Massachusetts

St. Pehgy Dotzman • 2015 ...................................... Maryland

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Dougherty • 2010 ................ Indiana

Dr. Patrick T. Dowling • 1995 .............................. California

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Judith Doyle • 2015 .......Virginia

Dr. Albert W. Dreisbach • 2009 ..........................Mississippi

Mr. Joseph Dubanowich • 2006 .................. North Carolina

Mrs. Constance L. Dubick • 2000 ..................................Ohio

Rev. John P. Duffell • 1988 ......................................New York

Mr. Maurice J. Dufilho • 2015 ........................................Texas

Ms. Caroline M. Dulle • 2013 ........................................Texas

Ms. Emilie Dumas • 2015 .......................................New York

Mr. Terrence Dumas • 2012 ....................................Michigan

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Dunleavy • 2006 .... Pennsylvania

Ms. Lucetta Dunn • 2002....................................... California

Ms. E. Anne Dunn • 2014 ....................................... Louisiana

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Dunne • 2015 ....................Missouri

Rev. Arthur J. Dupont • 1993 .............................Connecticut

Dr. Pierre Durand • 2006 ...................................... California

Mr. William Durbin • 2015 .................................... Maryland

Ms. Barbara A. Durbin • 1987 .................................. Arizona

Mr. Peter S. Dwan • 1998 ...................................... California

Rev. Timothy Dwyer • 2014 .................................New Jersey

Dr. Elizabeth S. Dybell • 2014 .......................................Texas

Douglas Ebert • 2015 ............................................. Minnesota

Ms. Deborah Eble • 2015 .................................. Pennsylvania

Ms. Frances E. Edson • 2007 ................................New Jersey

Mr. Kevin C. Efroymson • 2014 ................................. Nevada

Miss Jane Egan • 2014 .........................................New Mexico

Mr. Harry A. Eick • 2007 ........................................Michigan

James Eisele • 2015 ....................................................Michigan

Dr. Edward A. Ellis • 1991 ...........................................Florida

Mrs. Linda Epping • 2014 ...................................... California

Ms. Nancy J. Erhardt • 2015 ....................................Michigan

Mrs. Sheila E. Erlach • 2000 ...................................... Nevada

Mrs. Eileen F. Essaye • 2000 ............... District of Columbia

Ms. Rosemary Esterkamp • 2014 .......................... Kentucky

Deacon Thomas Evrard • 2015...............................New York

Ms. Kelly S. Fairweather • 2012 ............................New York

Rev. Bernard Farley • 2012 ................................ Pennsylvania

Fathers of the Society of Jesus • 2014...............New Mexico

Henry F. Fawcett • 2015 ......................................... California

Margaret Felice • 2013 .................................... Massachusetts

Rev. Joseph H. Fennessy • 1996 ....................... Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Ferguson • 2015 .................Virginia

Dr. and Mrs. Luis Fernandez-Rocha • 2014 .............Florida

Ms. Gilda Ferrara • 2009 ........................................New York

Ms. Clare Ferraro • 2015 .........................................New York

Mr. Peter Ferro • 2014 .................................................. Illinois

Mrs. Helen F. Findlay • 1997 ........................... Pennsylvania

Ms. Barbara Fink • 2006 ..................................................Ohio

Mr. Thomas B. Finn • 2015 ...................................New Jersey

Mr. James L. Firmin • 2013 ..................................... Louisiana

Mr. George A. Fischer • 1997 ........................ Massachusetts

Ms. Jacqueline Fitzgerald • 1993 ................................ Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Fitzgerald • 2012 .............. Maryland

Ms. Elizabeth Fitzmaurice • 2015 ................ Massachusetts

Thomas D. Flach • 2015 ............................................... Illinois

Ms. Mary Sue Flanagan • 2015 ................................................

Mr. John L. Flannery • 1993 ...............................Connecticut

Miss Barbara Floodman • 2015................................Missouri
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Rev. James B. Flynn, Ph.D. • 1988 ................ Massachusetts

Ms. Barbara Flynn • 2015.............................................Hawaii

Mr. Charles Flynn • 2015 ...................................New Mexico

Mr. William J. Flynn • 1991 ...................................New York

Mr. Patrick M. Folan • 1987 .......................... Massachusetts

Mr. Joseph H. Foley, Jr. • 1996 .................................. Georgia

Rev. Timothy M. Foley • 1996 .................................Missouri

John & Mary Pat Fontana • 2003 ............................... Illinois

Mrs. Maryanne Ford • 1983 .................................New Jersey

Dr. Mary Louise Formato • 2015 ..........................New York

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Forsyth, III • 2015 .......... Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Susan & Guy Francesconi • 2015 ...................

Mrs. Patricia Franz • 2002 ......................................... Arizona

Ms. Maureen Gallagher • 2014 .............................Wisconsin

Mr. Frank H. Galvan • 2007 ................................. California

Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas and Kathy Garcia • 2015 .......Calif.

Dr. and Mrs. Efrain Garcia • 1997 ................................Texas

Ms. Kathleen T. Garry • 2003 ...............................New York

Ms. Betty Lee Garver • 2014 ............................ Pennsylvania

Mr. Patrick J. Garvey • 2003 ...................................New York

Mrs. Dorothy E. Garvin • 2010 .............................New York

Mr. Peter J. Gaspeny • 2014 .....................................Michigan

Most Rev. Peter L. Gerety • 1993 ........................New Jersey

Mr. Thomas J. Gerik • 2015 ............................................Texas

Prateep Ghose • 2004 ...............................................Michigan

Mr. David Gibson • 2008 ........................................New York

Rev. Michael E. Giglio • 1993 ......................................Florida

Mrs. Laura Giles • 2015 .........................................New Jersey

Ms. Dorothy Gillan • 2009 .................................... California

Mr. John Girardi • 2003 ......................................... California

Mr. Edward Girres • 2010 ................................................ Iowa

Mr. and Mrs. Karen D. Gizzi • 2005 ......................... Illinois

Mr. James Glaze • 2015..............................................Alabama

Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Gleason • 1988..............New Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Gleason • 1998 ......................... D.C.

Dr. Michael Gliatto, M.D. • 2010.................... Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron W. Godfrey • 2003 ..............New York

Mr. Robert F. Goeke • 2006 .......................... Massachusetts

Rudolf and Carolyn Ann Goetz • 1995 .................Michigan

Rev. John Golas • 2008 ........................................Connecticut

Mrs. Lawrence Goldschmidt • 2000 ......................Delaware

John and Francie Goll • 2004 .......................................Alaska

Mr. Michael R. Goonan • 2003 ..............................New York

Mr. and Mrs. Horace C. Gordon, Jr. • 1989 .............Florida

Rev. Charles Gormley • 1989 ........................... Pennsylvania

Mr. David H. Gosnell • 2014 ...................................... Indiana

Mrs. Frances S. Grace • 1999 ................................Wisconsin

Mr. Todd A. Graff • 2009 ..................................... Minnesota

Fr. Joseph T. Graffis • 1988 ..................................... Kentucky

Mrs. Alice M. Grant • 2006 ....................................New York

Jake and Ruth Graves • 2000 ........................................... Iowa

Ms. Marita Green • 2013................................... Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Denis Greene • 2015 .........................Missouri

Mr. Jim Greiner • 2012 ............................................New York

Ms. Shelia S. Griffin • 2015 ................ District of Columbia

Mr. Joseph M. Griffin • 2013 ...................................Michigan

Mr. and Mrs. Conrad & Annette Gromada • 2015 .....Ohio

Peggy Grossman • 2015 ................................................ Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome B. Grundmayer • 1983 .... Minnesota

Rev. Bernard L. Gully • 1997..........................................Texas

Dr. M. K. Gumerlock • 1997 .................................Oklahoma

Mr. Charles W. Gusmer • 2012 ...........................New Jersey

Rev. James A. Hablewitz • 2007 ...........................Wisconsin

Mrs. Lucie C. Hagens • 1991 ............................ Pennsylvania

Hallisey and Johnson • 2013 .................................. California

Ms. Lucille M. Hammes • 2014 ............................ California

Ms. Doris Hand • 2010 ........................................... California

Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Comm. • 2015 Pa.

Ms. Martha A. Hanns • 1998 ............................ Washington

Ms. Lynn Hansen • 2015 ........................................ California

Ms. Patricia A. Hardesty • 2015 .....................................Ohio

Mr. John M. Harding • 1996 ............................. Washington

Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Joan Harper • 1987 ... California

Rev. Gerald J. Harr • 1987 ...................................... Nebraska

Mrs. Doris Z. Harrington • 1985......................Connecticut

Rev. Msgr. Robert M. Harris • 2005 ....................New York

Judge William T. Hart • 1991 ..................................... Illinois

Mr. Harold T. Hartinger • 2002....................... Washington

Mr. Kenneth J. Hartman • 2015 ...................... Pennsylvania

Fr. Philip S. Haslinger • 2015..................................... Indiana

Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Hathaway • 1983 ..... Pennsylvania

Rev. Robert L. Hayden • 2009 ...............................New York

Mr. Thomas A. P. Hayden • 2010 .................... Pennsylvania

Mr. Eugene M. Hayes • 2012 ..................................... Georgia

Ms. Carol A. Hayes-Gegner • 2013 ...................... Maryland

Mrs. Ellen W. Healey • 1972 ...................................... Indiana

Rev. Philip A. Hearn • 2009 ...................................New York

J. Bryan Hehir • 2015 ...................................... Massachusetts

Mr. James G. Heller • 2008 .....................................Michigan

Rev. Douglas J. Hennessy • 1995 ................................ Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. David and Lynda Hennon • 2015 California

Mr. James P. Henry • 2005 ......................................Delaware

Fr. Thomas Heron • 2015 .................................. Pennsylvania

Mr. Rod J. Herrera • 2014 .....................................New Jersey

Mr. John V. Heutsche • 1998 ...........................................Ohio

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Heyman • 1987 ..........New Jersey

Rev. Charles J. Hiebl • 1991 ...................................Wisconsin

Mr. James F. Higgins • 1998 ............................. Pennsylvania

Rev. Thomas M. Higgins • 2003 ...................... Pennsylvania

Dr. E. Ann Hillestad • 2002 ...........................................Texas

Dr. Katherine Hirschboeck, Ph. D. • 2015............. Arizona

Mr. Kenneth Homer • 2014 .................................... Maryland

Mr. Francis J. Hone • 1987......................................New York

Mr. Daniel P. Horan • 2015 .............................. Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Hothorn • 2012 .....................Florida

Mr. Thomas Houlihan • 2012 .......................... Pennsylvania

Mr. George Howlett • 2006 ...................................Wisconsin

Ms. Joan Hubbard • 2012 ............................................. Illinois

Mr. Thomas P. Huber • 2012 ......................................Hawaii

Mr. Dennis Hughes • 2012 .......................................... Illinois

Rev. Thomas P. Hunstiger • 2012 ........................ Minnesota

Mr. John Hunt • 2014 ............................................. California

Ms. Martha Hunt • 2014 ........................................ California

Dr. John Hurley • 2015 ...............................................Virginia

Most Rev. Francis T. Hurley, D.D. • 1991 .................Alaska

Mr. Daniel Illich • 2015 ...................................... Washington

Rev. Robert P. Imbelli • 2015 ........................ Massachusetts

Stephanie S. Immel • 2015 .........................................Virginia

Mr. Frank P. Iovine • 1995 ......................................New York

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Irwin • 1998 .................. Louisiana

Dr. Pauline M. Jackson • 1983 ..............................Wisconsin

Mr. Richard A. Jacobs • 1995 ................................. Maryland

Rev. Robert J. Jallas • 1994 ........................................... Illinois

Mr. Edward L. Jamieson • 2004 .............................New York

Fr. Anthony Janelli • 2015 ...................................... California

Dr. Robert N. Jarman, M. D. • 2013 ....................Oklahoma

Ms. Denise Jobin Welch • 2015 ...............................................

Jogues Retreat • 2014 ...............................................New York

Ann F. Johnson • 1997 ................................................Virginia

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Johnson • 1994 .............New York

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Johnson • 2008 ................ California

Dr. Tracey Jones • 2015 ..............................................Virginia

Dr. Mary Ann Jordan • 2000 ..................................New York

J. R. Joy • 2010 .......................................................... California

Mr. Philip H. Joyce • 1988 ................................ Pennsylvania

In Memory of Mr. Patrick C. Joyce • 1987 ........... Maryland

Rev. Ronald N. Kalas • 1988 ....................................... Illinois

Rev. Ronald Kalas • 2015 ............................................. Illinois

Rev. Ronald N Kalas • 2015 ........................................ Illinois

Ms. Rosalind F. Kaliden • 2015 ....................... Pennsylvania

Ms. Ruby J. Kammerer • 2014 ................................. Montana

Rev. George J. Kane • 1993 .......................................... Illinois

Mr. Arthur W. Kane • 2007 ........................................Florida

Dr. Mariam Kappil • 2015 ........................................... Illinois

Rev. John Keegan • 2012 ..............................New Hampshire

Ms. Mary Keehner • 2015 ................................................Ohio

Fr. John C. Keenan, OFM • 2015 ..........................New York

Mr. Gerald Keenan • 2015 ........................................... Illinois

Mr. Charles Keenan • 2014 .....................................New York

Rev. Thomas J. Kelley • 2008 ............................ Pennsylvania

Mr. Thomas X. Kelley • 2014 .......................................... Iowa

Dr. Sheila Kelly • 2015 ...................................... Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kendrick • 2002 ................Florida

Miss Jeanie Kenkel • 2015 ....................................... Nebraska

Mr. and Mrs. Frank & Diane Kennedy • 2015... California

Kentucky Jesuit Mission • 2015 ............................. Kentucky

Mr. Kenn Kern • 2015 .............................................New York

Mr. Travis Ketterman • 2015 ...................................... Illinois

Dr. Thomas M. Kirchberg • 2014 ......................... Tennessee

Ms. Petra Kiser • 2015 .................................New Hampshire

Dr. and Mrs. Edward and Leonore Kizy • 2014 ............ R.I.

J. Leo Klein, S.J. • 2006 ....................................................Ohio
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Mr. Denny Klosterman • 2015 .................................Missouri

Mr. William J Knowles • 2015 ...............................New York

Rev. Kenneth Koehler • 2012 ..................................Colorado

Mrs. Marilyn Kogan • 2015 ..........................South Carolina

Dr. Thomas Kolon • 2015 .....................................New Jersey

Mr. Frank Kosem • 2015 ..................................................Ohio

Mr. Rudolph J. Koser • 2015 ............................ Pennsylvania

Mr. Robert Kostka • 2015 ........................................Michigan

Rev. Paul P. Koszarek • 1998 .................................Wisconsin

Mr. John N. Kotre • 2001 .........................................Michigan

Dr. and Mrs. John F. Krager, Jr. • 2009 ................ Nebraska

Mr. William E. Kretschmar • 1997 ..............North Dakota

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick R. Kruger • 2012...........Wisconsin

Mr. Raphael M. Kudela • 2014 ............................. Minnesota

Mr. Joseph C. Kuestersteffen • 2015 ..........................Kansas

Ms. Sandra F. Kuhn, AU.D. CCC • 2014 ..........New Jersey

Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Kupke • 1989 .................New Jersey

Mrs. Marie J. Kushner • 2010 ..........................................Ohio

Ms. Barbara L. Kuttner • 2006 ................................. Arizona

Mr. and Mrs. Larewnce J. Kwacala • 2014 ................ Illinois

Rev. Joseph A. La Plante • 1995 ........................... Minnesota

Mr. James J. LaBrie • 2003 ......................................... Arizona

Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Karen Lachey • 2014 ....Wisconsin

Mr. James E. LaFave • 2012 .................................. Minnesota

Mr. Joseph A. Lagan • 2010 .....................................Colorado

Mr. and Mrs. Verna and Moon Landrieu • 2015 ............ La.

Mr. Christopher Lane • 2000 ..................................Colorado

Ms. Alice Lange • 2010 .................................... South Dakota

Mr. Toby Langen • 2014 ..................................... Washington

Mr. Charles E. Langen • 2006 ........................... Washington

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Lannig • 2013 .......................New York

Ms. Linda Lapos • 2015 ..................................... Pennsylvania

Msgr. Richard P. LaRocque • 1996 ...................Connecticut

Rev. Edward Lauden • 2014 .................................... Louisiana

Mr. Edward R. Lavelle • 2004 .......................... Pennsylvania

Ms. Mary Jo Lavin • 2005 .................................. Washington

Mr. John F. Lawlor • 1990 .............................. Massachusetts

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Leathers • 2009 ............ California

Ms. Barbara A. Lee • 2008 ......................................New York

Mrs. Ellen S. Leemputte • 1999 .................................. Illinois

Mrs. Ann G. Lefever • 1997 ....................................New York

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph & Susan Legan • 2015 ...........Virginia

Ms. Louise A. Lehman • 2006 .............................. California

Most Rev. John J. Leibrecht • 1991 ..........................Missouri

Mr. and Mrs. Judith & David Lenihan • 2015 ....New York

Rev. Bryan A. Leone • 2014 ................................Connecticut

Ronald JP Lesko • 2014 ................................................. Maine

Mr. John Levonik • 2015..........................................New York

Mr. John Leydon • 2015 .................................. Massachusetts

Mr. Vincent P. Lieser • 2015 ................................. Minnesota

Deacon and Mrs. Jack M. Ligon • 2009 ...................Virginia

Ms. Juanita C. Lim • 2013 ........................................Michigan

Ms. Judith A. Linden • 2015 ...................................New York

Ms. Nancy E. Lindsay • 2008 ............. District of Columbia

Mr. Albin Lipold • 2014 ................................................Florida

Mr. and Mrs. John and Janet Lloyd • 1988................. Maine

John and Dolores Loftus • 2002 ............................New York

Mr. Anthony Lombardi, Jr. • 2004 .........................Colorado

Mr. Ken Lovasik • 1998 ..................................... Pennsylvania

Mr. Michael R. Lucey • 2014 .................................Wisconsin

Dr. Lena Lucietto • 2013 ......................................... Louisiana

Dr. Thomas J. Ludlum, J.W.C. • 2015 ................New Jersey

Col. (USA Ret.) and Mrs. Lynch • 2014 .................Virginia

Rev. Paul V. MacDonald • 2006 ................... Massachusetts

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Ellen A. Macek • 2003 ...... Tenn.

Mr. Robert Mack • 2010 ..................................... Washington

Mr. and Mrs. John and Ann MacKay • 2013 ............. Maine

Ms. Beatrice A. Mackenzie • 2010 ....................Connecticut

Mr. John B. Madden, Jr. • 1988 ..............................New York

Fr. Paul Magnano • 2015 .................................... Washington

Mr. and Mrs. James V. Maher, Jr. • 1993 ........ Pennsylvania

Ms. Mary Ellen Mahon • 2015 ...................New Hampshire

Mr. and Mrs. Mary & Thomas Mahoney • 2015 Maryland

Mr. Robert M. Malene • 2015 .......................... Pennsylvania

Rev. Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C. • 1988 ..................... Indiana

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Maloney • 2014 ..................Vermont

Rev. Robert P. Maloney • 2013......................... Pennsylvania

Ms. Patricia A. Maloney • 2015 ................................Virginia

Capt. Lory Manning, USN (Ret.) • 2013 ...............Virginia

Mr. Robert D. Mannix • 2001 ...............................Oklahoma

Ms. Sheryl A. Marcouiller • 2015 ............................... Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mariani • 1993 ............... Massachusetts

Mr. Michael Marino • 2012 ................................Connecticut

Ms. Mila Marlow • 2015 ......................................... California

Mrs. Lucine Marous • 1987 .............................. Pennsylvania

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Martin • 1988 ..................... Washington

Mr. Alvaro Martinez-Fonts • 2015 ...................... California

Ms. Margaret E. Maruschak • 2015 ......................New York

Ms. Alice Marx • 2014 ................................................Virginia

Mr. and Mrs. Philip A. Mascari • 2015 ............... California

Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Maxwell • 2003 .......................Ohio

Rev. Richard C. Maynard • 1993 .....................Rhode Island

Mr. Robert McAdams, Jr. • 2003 ......................... California

Dr. John L. McAndrew • 2001 .............................. California

Mr. John F. McBride • 2015 .............................. Pennsylvania

Mark J McCabe • 2015 ....................................... Pennsylvania

Judy Mccaffery • 2015 ...................................................Florida

Ms. Meaghan McCarthy • 2015...........................New Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. James and Abby McCarthy • 2014 ...... Mass.

Ms. Mary Ann McConkey • 2015 ............................ Ontario

Ms. Marie McConnell • 2012 .................................New York

Mr. John R. McConnell, Jr. • 2008 .................. Pennsylvania

Mr. Thomas McCormick • 2015 .............................Colorado

Mr. Thomas P. McCreesh • 2012 ..................... Pennsylvania

Mrs. Virginia McCurdy • 2010 ..........................Connecticut

Ms. Suzanne McDermott • 2015...............New Hampshire

Mr. John McDermott • 2005 ....................................... Illinois

William McDonald • 2015 .......................................... Illinois

Dr. John R. McDonough • 1999 ....................... Washington

Mr. John McDonough • 2015 ..........................................Ohio

Mary Ellen F. McEvily • 2014 .................................New York

Sean McFarland • 2015..........................................New Jersey

John McGaley, M. D. • 2004 ..................................New York

Mr. Stephen J. McGeady • 2012 ..........................New Jersey

Ms. Mary L. McGinley • 2015 ...........................Connecticut

Mr. Thomas McGinn • 2013 ..................................New York

Mr. John McGlynn • 2014 ............................................Florida

Msgr. Stephen D. McGough • 1998................ Pennsylvania

Dr. Leonard F. McGovern • 2005 ............................Alabama

Mr. Desmond McGowan • 2015 ............................New York

Rev. Seamus McGowan • 2014 ......................................Texas

Mrs. Barbara J. McGrattan • 2002 ............. North Carolina

Dr. Rosemary McHugh • 2015 ....................South Carolina

Deacon and Mrs. Ronald L. McIntyre • 1990 ......Michigan

Mr. Joseph K. McKay • 1977 ..................................New York

Bill and Debbie McKenna • 2013 ............................Missouri

Mr. Arthur McKenna • 2014 ..................................New York

Father Francis P. McKenna • 2014 ........................... Georgia

Mrs. Mary A. McKenna • 2014........................ Pennsylvania

Mr. Kerry A. McKeon • 2007 ................................ Maryland

Mr. Edward McKeown • 2013 .............................. Tennessee

Mr. Alexander J. McKillop • 2012................ Massachusetts

Ms. Brenda McLaughlin • 2015 .........................Connecticut

Rev. James R. McLellan • 2012 ..................... Massachusetts

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. McMahon • 2000 ............ Maryland

William A. McNamara • 2008 ........................Rhode Island

Mr. Brian S. McNiff • 1996 ........................... Massachusetts

Ms. Beth Ann McPherson • 2006 ........................ California

Dr. Carlos A. Medina • 2014 ..................................... Georgia

Mr. Thomas Mehs • 2014 .........................................Colorado

Mr. Ricardo J Melendez • 2015 ......................................Texas

Mrs. Barbara J. Menard • 2010.............................. California

Miss Anne Menton • 1989 ......................................New York

Mr. Harry Meyer • 2012 ...................................................Ohio

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Meyer • 1985 ................... Massachusetts

Joe and Linda Michon • 1998 ................................ California

Carolyn Middleton • 2015 ......................................New York

Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Milani • 1987 ....................... California

Rev. Kenneth Miller • 2015 .............................................Ohio

Mrs. Helen Miller • 2015 ......................................New Jersey

Barbara Miller • 2015 ......................................... Pennsylvania

Rev. Ken Miller • 2015 ......................................................Ohio

Mrs. Elizabeth E. Miller • 2000 ................... Massachusetts

Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Estelle Miller • 2015 ..New York

Mr. Michael Missaggia • 1992 ..............................New Jersey

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy G. & Juana Mitchell • 2015 ....Ark.

Mr. Robert Moisant • 1989 ................................ Washington

Mrs. Rosemary L. Molloy • 2003 ..........................New York

Geraldine D. Monteleone • 2006 .........................New Jersey

Ms. Mary Ann Moore • 2000 ................................ California

Mr. Robert B. Moran • 1987.................................. California

Ms. Maura Morey • 2005 ....................................... California
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Mr. and Mrs. Edward Morris • 1992 ......................Alabama

Mr. Robert Morris • 2010 .......................................New York

Ms. Sara L. Morrison • 1980 ........................................... Iowa

Ms. Corrine Morrissey • 2013 ..................................... Illinois

Paul and Maureen Moses • 1993 ...........................New York

Rev. Frank M. Mouch • 1989 ......................................Florida

Mr. Kevin Mulcahy • 1995 ....................................New Jersey

Mr. Richard Mullan • 1998 ....................................New York

Mr. Patrick M. Mullen • 2010 ..............................New Jersey

Mr. John L. Mulligan • 2003 ..................................... Arizona

Mr. William J. Mulloy • 1993 .................................New York

Jeff and Sue Mulvihill • 2013 ................................. California

Mr. Dennis Mulvihill • 2010 ................................. California

Ms. Mollie Murphy • 2014 .........................................Virginia

Ms. Anne Murphy • 2015...........................................Virginia

Brendan Murphy • 2014 ............................................. Georgia

Mrs. A. Jane Murphy • 2000 ......................... Massachusetts

Mr. Cornelius F. Murphy, Jr. • 2004 ............... Pennsylvania

Mr. James D. Murphy • 2013 ..........................................Texas

Mr. George W. Murphy • 1991 ........................ Pennsylvania

Rev. Ignatius L. Murray, Jr. • 1998 .................. Pennsylvania

Ms. Elizabeth Murray • 2015 ................................ California

Mr. Daniel R. Murray • 2005 ...................................... Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Nancy & Kevin Murray • 2015 .... California

Rev. Richard M. Myhalyk, S.S.E. • 2013 ...............Alabama

Ms. Dorice Narins • 2015 ............................ North Carolina

Mr. Christopher F. Naughten • 2012 .................... Maryland

Mr. Fred Nene • 2015......................................... Pennsylvania

Ms. Susan J. Nicastro & Mr. John E. Twohig • 2010 Mass.

Ms. Beth Nicol • 2015 ................................................Alabama

G. Michael Nidiffer, M.D. • 2010 ...........................Michigan

Ms. Eileen Niedzwiecki • 2015 ..............................New York

Kathleen E. Nilles • 2015 ............................... Massachusetts

Ms. Rose Nitz • 2010 .......................................North Dakota

Mr. William Nolan • 2015 ........................... North Carolina

Mr. Dave Nona • 1985 ..............................................Michigan

Ms. Eileen M. Norris • 2015 ...................................... Oregon

Ms. Sonja E. Novo • 2013 ...............................................Texas
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Breaking Protocol
A significant, even historic thing 

happened on Saturday morn-
ing, Feb. 27, when Argentina’s 

new president, Mauricio Macri, visit-
ed Pope Francis in the Vatican. Few 
noticed it, however, because it regard-
ed protocol. 

In the 20th century, Vatican pro-
tocol required that if a Catholic head 
of state visited the pope accompanied 
by a spouse not married to him (or 
her) in the church then that person 
was not admitted to the official audi-
ence with the pope. Instead, the pope 
would greet that person separately in 
another room after the main audience. 

This is what happened on June 15, 
2015, for example, when Colombia’s 
president, Juan Manuel Santos, came 
to visit the pope with his spouse, 
María Clemencia Rodríguez Munera. 
She married in the church in 1982 but 
soon divorced and had not received an 
annulment when she contracted her 
second marriage, with Santos, in a civ-
il ceremony in 1987. The Vatican in-
sisted that Santos’s wife could not join 
him for the audience with Francis, so 
the pope had to greet her afterward in 
a different room. 

Pope Francis felt deeply unhappy 
at this situation imposed on him by 
protocol. He felt an injustice had been 
done to the couple, a Vatican source 
told the Argentine daily La Nación. 
On more than one occasion since his 
election, Pope Francis has comment-
ed publicly, albeit in a humorous vein, 
that the difference between protocol 
officials and terrorists is that one can 
dialogue with the latter! 

GERARD O’CONNELL is America’s Rome 
correspondent. America’s Vatican coverage is 
sponsored in part by the Jesuit communities of 
the United States. Twitter: @gerryrome.

After serious reflection, he decid-
ed to change the protocol. Thus, be-
fore Argentina’s new president visited 
him in the Vatican accompanied by 
his third wife, Juliana Awada, sources 
told La Nación that Francis, overcom-
ing resistance from the protocol chiefs 
and secretariat of state, upended the 
protocol and ensured he could receive 
Macri with his wife in his private li-
brary. 

A former Vatican official, who 
asked for anonymity, com-
menting on this change, 
applauded Francis for tak-
ing this step. “Francis is 
committed to the culture 
of encounter and goes out 
to meet people in their 
real life situations. That is 
his starting point, and it is 
bearing much fruit in all 
directions. He seeks to in-
clude, not exclude people.” 

By now, it has become 
clear to everyone that Francis is a re-
forming pope, and his reform is not 
confined to the Roman Curia. It is 
moving in many directions. Two re-
cent well-known examples illustrate 
this:  first, his decision to open the 
Jubilee Year and Holy Door in Bangui 
and to allow holy doors to be opened 
in every diocese worldwide; and sec-
ond, his decision to change the cere-
mony of the washing of feet on Holy 
Thursday so as to include women. In 
addition, in August 2013 he broke 
with protocol by bowing to Queen 
Raina of Jordan when, according to a 
centuries-old tradition, it should have 
been the other way round. Francis 
does not want an imperial court, or 
indeed any kind of court.

All this reform is an integral part of 
Francis’ broader vision for the church 

that he outlined in his programmatic 
document, “The Joy of the Gospel,” 
a text that merits greater attention 
than it has so far been given. In No. 
43 he wrote, without explicitly men-
tioning protocol: “In its ongoing dis-
cernment, the church can also come to 
see that certain customs not directly 
connected to the heart of the Gospel, 
even some which have deep historical 
roots, are no longer properly under-
stood and appreciated. Some of these 

customs may be beauti-
ful, but they no longer 
serve as means of com-
municating the Gospel. 
We should not be afraid 
to re-examine them.”

In that same section, 
the pope recalled that 
“the church has rules 
or precepts which may 
have been quite effec-
tive in their time, but 
no longer have the same 

usefulness for directing and shaping 
people’s lives.” He continued: “Saint 
Thomas [Aquinas] pointed out that 
the precepts which Christ and the 
apostles gave to the people of God are 
very few. Citing Saint Augustine, he 
noted that the precepts subsequently 
enjoined by the church should be in-
sisted upon with moderation ‘so as not 
to burden the lives of the faithful’ and 
make our religion a form of servitude, 
whereas ‘God’s mercy has willed that 
we should be free.’”

Pope Francis concluded: “This 
warning, issued many centuries ago, is 
most timely today. It ought to be one 
of the criteria to be taken into account 
in considering a reform of the church 
and her preaching which would en-
able it to reach everyone.”

 GERARD O’CONNELL 

Francis does 
not want 
an impe-
rial court, 
or indeed 

any kind of 
court.
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A number of years ago, 
some members of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 

Bishops proposed relaxing the obliga-
tion on Catholics to honor solemni-
ties, referred to popularly as holy days, 
when they fall on a Saturday. 

Or on a Monday. But not all. Or un-
less it is the Ascension of the Lord, in 
which case it slides almost seamlessly 
into the following Sunday. Unless you 
live in the Northeast. 

At any rate, rather than lighten-
ing the burden on the consciences of 
believers (presumably the aim of the 
initiative), this move has served only 
to confuse parishioners and, not in-
frequently, their pastors. It has also 
had the effect of weakening the sig-
nificance, rather than highlighting the 
solemnity, of such days and further 
sapping the sacramental imagination 
of American Catholics.

The phone calls start coming in to 
me, as pastor of a parish, a week or so 
before the solemnity. 

“Is Aug. 15 a holy day this year?”
“Well, yes, in fact it is.”
“So I have an obligation to go to 

Mass?”
“No, actually, not this year, because 

it happens to fall on a Saturday.”
“But I thought it was a holy day.”
“It is, but it’s not a day of obligation 

this time.”
“Great, thanks.” (Read: “Whew, I 

don’t have to go to Mass.”)

Several things are at play here. First, 
the very term holy day has come to 
imply the obligation long associated 
with such solemnities. People hear 
“holy day” and simultaneously hear 
“obligation,” as though the terms were 
synonyms.

While in many cases this is not a 
bad thing (it only means someone cat-
echized them about such solemnities), 
the dark side of this development 
is the inference that is immediately 
drawn that what makes the day im-
portant, special, significant is the ob-
ligation attached to it. What gets lost, 
of course, is the actual solemnity itself 
and what the church honors on that 
particular day. 

The notion that the festal and sanc-
toral cycles of the liturgical year offer 
a liberation from the mundane, secu-
lar rhythms imposed by more subtle 
(only because it has never dawned 

on us how much of our life is deter-
mined by them) and thus insidious 
elements of our culture (Hollywood, 
Hallmark, Madison Avenue, the impe-
rium of professional sports) is hardly 
ever raised in preaching or catechesis, 
much less offered as a rationale for the 
value of holy days to the daily life of 
Christians. 

Further complicating matters is 
how parishes may choose to schedule 
Masses for such solemnities. When a 
holy day rolls around, it is not likely 
that offering an additional morning 
Mass on a Tuesday or Thursday would 
attract parishioners who work, much 
less make fulfillment of the obliga-
tion easier for them. And when any 
particular holy day falls within the 
slide-rule-determined parameters of 
“non-obligation,” reducing the Mass 
schedule or, worse, simply doing noth-
ing to highlight the day in the life of 

FAITH IN  FOCUS

Holy Daze
Coming to terms with our complicated obligations
BY MICHAEL HEINTZ
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Holy Daze

I have written at a grad-
uate-degree level in an-
other language, opin-

ing in Italian on Dante and 
Petrarca, Machiavelli and 
Mussolini, Pirandello and 
Pasolini. In English, I have 
critiqued Nietzschean the-
ory and backed up John 
Dewey’s take on the role 
of education in democracy. 
I have conducted research 
from the Congressional 
Record and interviewed 
elected men and women 
in the halls of Congress, 
sat weekly around John 
Boehner’s desk in Steny 
Hoyer’s chamber, once 
thwacked Nancy Pelosi 
with my backpack on an 
elevator, once sat in the 
balcony of the House chamber while 
George W. Bush delivered his State of 
the Union address. I have traveled to 
trailers and mansions in rural South 
Carolina, weaving words around 
threads of Southern culture I was 
grappling to understand.

All of these stories have fascinat-
ed me. But all of them have been sto-
ries that other people have asked me 
to write. And so, I have been restless 
since adolescence about my primary 
vocation, because I don’t think I’ve ever 
made enough effort to write stories no 
one else has assigned.

During my senior year in college, 
I quit the only creative writing class I 
had taken since grade school, because 

quitting saved me sever-
al thousand dollars and 
helped me pay off two 
student loans the month I 
graduated. But it delayed 
the inevitable restlessness. 
Writing for academia and 
for newspapers did not si-
lence the voice in my heart 
urging me to write.

Even maneuvering into 
a professional role that 
is, to some degree, spiri-
tually rewarding has not 
sated me. Working for a 
nonprofit organization 
committed to advanc-
ing the care of people 
facing mental illness—a 
cause that strikes close to 
home—and for people 
grappling with health is-

sues and homelessness is good work. 
I am proud of it, and even passionate 
about it. My work for this organization 
means that I’m writing with a purpose. 
But it is not my writing. It is not my 
work. Someone else needs me to do it. 

I have managed in the past five years 
to write with some regularity in my off 
hours and have even managed to sell a 
few essays and articles and to publish a 
few poems. I have taken a few classes 

A Restless Heart
Writing my way through uncertainty
BY EMILY DAGOSTINO

EMILY DAGOSTINO, a writer, lives in Oak 
Park, Ill. Read more of her work at emilydagos-
tino.com.

the parish communicates that what 
makes the day special or holy is the ob-
ligation attached to it rather than the 
mystery or saving event honored that 
day. Since the obligation is lifted, why 
make a fuss? 

As a result, the tail ends up wag-
ging the dog. Holy days are import-
ant because they are obligatory; they 
are not obligatory (well, some of the 

time) because they are important. We 
end up with a Kantian liturgical theol-
ogy in which obligation is what both 
sanctifies such days and what is sanc-
tifying about them. Instead of asking, 
“Is today a holy day?” a better question 
might be, “Why is today holy?” This is 
a question that draws the focus away 
from what is required of us and to-
ward what God already has done for 

us, which we are privileged to partici-
pate in by sacrament, so that we may 
respond with gratitude. 

A few years ago, a week or so before 
Lent began, I fielded a call from some-
one who inquired, “Is Ash Wednesday a 
holy day this year?” I was sorely tempt-
ed to reply, “Well ordinarily it is, but 
when it falls on a Wednesday, as it does 
this year, the obligation is lifted.”
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and gone to a few workshops. But it 
still doesn’t feel like enough. I want to 
achieve more with my writing. I want 
to do better. Nine years after a friend 
counseled me to “write my way out of 
it,” I’m still trying to.

What do I want to write? Which is 
the right idea? What gets noticed and 
read? What resonates?

“But that’s not why you write,” my 
husband Sean says. “You do it because 
you love it. Don’t you?”

I’m not sure why I write anymore: 
Is it out of love, compulsion or a desire 
for recognition and accomplishment?

The priest-theologian Michael J. 
Himes writes in his book Doing the 
Truth in Love that restlessness is the 
path to joy. It keeps us hungry. A gift of 
the Holy Spirit, it drives us to always 
want more, to give more, to seek God 
by committing ourselves more com-
pletely to loving service.

Yet, instead of driving me toward 
God, my restlessness in writing has 
been driving me toward anxiety. It 

does not feel good. It’s disorienting and 
deeply unsatisfying. I want to sleep 
well at night. I want to be settled. I 
want to know that I do enough. I want 
to do it well. I want writing to pay 
the bills. I want to not have to work 
so hard all the time. I want to know I 
have purpose. I want to know what I’m 
doing and where I’m going. I want to 
be in control of the outcomes. I want 
to create profound meaning with my 
words and life. I want what I have to 
write to matter to other people. I think 
I’m coming at it all wrong.

Maybe I’m unsettled because God 
is challenging me to trust the anxiety, 
the process and the inherent worth of 
steady practice. Maybe this restless-
ness is asking me to become comfort-
able with not getting to decide how 
my story ends. Maybe it is asking me 
to gather everything I want from my 
writing, to hand it over and to prac-
tice having faith. I don’t want to give 
up control, even though I know it’s an 
illusion. But I know that’s what God is 

asking me to do. 
Father Himes says the more rest-

less we are, the more we seek to give 
and serve, the more likely we are to 
achieve joy. Joy is impervious to what 
I’m not and can’t be. It consents to a life 
strung with beads of disappointment. 
It cedes control. It expects nothing and 
accepts everything as it is. Joy lets me 
be flawed, finite and unfulfilled. In the 
face of failures, it holds and retunes: 
one steady, prolonged middle C.

Every day during which I return 
to the blank page, during which I 
put down 10 or 1,000 words, during 
which I capture one still frame of 
life—whether anyone else reads it or 
not—is a day I am trying to believe I’m 
on what Dante called the diritta via, 
or “straight way.” I’m beginning to see 
how restlessness helps me walk that 
path. Most days I wish I knew where it 
is leading. Some days I am graced with 
the thought that where it leads doesn’t 
matter. What matters is that, one word 
at a time, I am walking it. A
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“If we follow the trend of removing statues and renaming buildings we are searching for the perfect human being to 
honor.”  —Gabriel Marcella, “Tough Days for Statues”
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A R T  |  LEO J .  O ’DONOVAN

THE RAPTURE OF SEEING
In memory of Ellsworth Kelly

For Ellsworth Kelly’s 90th birth-
day in May 2013, the Museum 
of Modern Art honored him 

at its annual Party in the Garden and 
celebrated his art with a dazzling ex-
hibition of his Chatham Series. In the 
Sculpture Garden women arrived in 
dresses patterned after Kelly paintings, 
and the grand old man of American 
painting made his way through the ad-
miring crowd. Upstairs on the fourth 
floor, the Chatham show, the first 
suite of paintings Kelly had made af-
ter leaving New York City in 1970 
for Spencertown, in upstate New 
York, was seen for the first time since 
1972. Recalling a concept of painting 
on joined panels that the artist had 
developed in Paris in the early 1950s, 
each of the 14 pieces was in the form 
of an inverted “L” made of two joined 
canvases, each a monochrome of a dif-
ferent color. The series as a whole was 
a beguiling invitation to look and look 
and look, thrilling every minute more 
to one’s range of sensory response.

When the artist died on Dec. 27, 
2015, at the age of 92, the Modern 
could be proud and grateful for that 
night. But for anyone who loved the 
art of the century past, at whose heart 
lay the triumph of abstraction, it was 
also a day of true mourning. Ellsworth 
Kelly had been one of its supreme, and 
most original, proponents.

Born in 1923 in Newburgh, N.Y., as 
a child he became an avid bird watcher 
and forever after based even his most 
abstract work—in paintings, sculpture, 
drawing and prints—on close obser-
vation of the world around him. After 

graduating from high school he moved 
to Brooklyn, where he briefly studied 
at the Pratt Institute. Drafted into the 
army in 1943 and discharged in 1945, 
he enrolled for two years at the School 
of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston 
under the G. I. Bill, which also enabled 
him in 1948 to move to Paris, where he 
remained for the next six years—and 
where he found himself artistically.

Though an elegant draftsman, as 
his famous drawings of plants and 
flowers attest, his principal vocabu-
lary became one of strongly defined 
forms or panels, juxtaposed in un-
modulated color. Within his work the 
distinction between figure and ground 
disappeared, while the object itself is 
presented without any frame, direct-
ly on a wall that becomes, if one will, 
itself a ground. Often he made collag-
es of colored paper, using chance as a 
compositional principle, and then re-
fined the results intuitively with pencil 
drawings.

Among his unforgettable early 
works is “The Meschers” (1951), a 
blue-green evocation of seaside experi-
ence that can be analyzed into five tall 
vertical panels. The small rectangular 
panel of “Seine” (1951) vitally con-
veys the dance of light on water. His 
“Colors for a Large Wall” (1951) has 
the purity of color and dynamism of 
Mondrian but also an entirely different 
sensibility, feeling somehow closer to 
us, visually even more demanding but 
also less sovereign, more expansive, less 
self-contained.

When Kelly returned to New York 
from Paris in 1954, he settled in lower 

Manhattan on Coenties Slip, a neigh-
borhood that welcomed other young 
artists, like Jasper Johns and Agnes 
Martin. Recognition came slowly for 
Kelly, but in 1957 the Whitney bought 
his stirring “Atlantic.” His “Sculpture 
for a Large Wall” was commissioned 
that year. And in 1959 he was includ-
ed in the ground-breaking “Sixteen 
Americans” show at the Modern. He 
also began to make free-standing 
sculptures, the wittiest early exam-
ple being “Pony” (1959)—at Agnes 
Martin’s suggestion, a tin can top crin-
kled into the suggestion of a child’s 
rocking horse, painted bright yellow 
above and bright red beneath.

After moving to the Hôtel des 
Artistes on the Upper West Side in 
1963 and then to Spencertown in 1970, 
Kelly had his first retrospective at the 
Museum of Modern Art in 1973. In 
these years he was often linked and in 
fact confused with representatives of 
Hard Edge and Color Field painting, 
Op as well as Minimalism. That his 
journey predated most of them and had 
another destination is clear from a piece 
like “Blue Curve III” (1972), a marvel-
ous rotated parallelogram in the form of 
a broadened diamond, in which a blue 
curve seems to grow as one looks at it, 
disengaging from a smaller white trian-
gular shape above it and yet lending the 
white a magical shimmer.

In the 1970s he became increasingly 
interested in the use of materials like 
wood, bronze and weathering steel. 
From each he crafted slender totemic 
pieces that at once recall Brancusi and 
take a stand of their own. Still more 
compelling and mysterious were sever-
al folded bronze wall pieces from the 
late 1980s, the most beautiful of which, 
“Untitled (Mandorla)” (1988), evokes 
fruit and welcome and womb—and ul-
timately the Romanesque tympanums 
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in which the risen Christ reigns 
supreme (as in a chaste early oil 
of 1949). He also returned to the 
joined, multi-panel works of ear-
lier years.

The year 1996 was a trium-
phant one for Kelly, with a mon-
umental retrospective opening at 
the Guggenheim Museum and 
then traveling to the Museum 
of Contemporary Art in Los 
Angeles, the Tate in London and 
the Haus der Kunst in Munich. 
At the Guggenheim, five great 
panel variations on the theme 
of the curve in brilliant green, 
black, red, blue and yellow held 
court in the High Gallery off the 
first ramp. Of the panels Simon 
Schama wrote in his now-fa-
mous review in The New Yorker, 
“Together they appear about 
ready to lose their moorings from 
the Guggenheim walls and drift 
off out of the museum and over 
Central Park.”

The work, and the honors, 
continued, including widely ad-
mired public commissions for the 
Tokyo International Forum in 
1997, Boston’s new Moakley U.S. 
Courthouse in 1998, the court-
yard of the Phillips Collection in 
2005 and the “Barnes Totem” at 
the relocated Barnes Foundation 
in 2012. 

Kelly’s work abstracted from 
visual experience only to return 
us to it. His painting always 
sought an objectivity that could capture 
our attention on its own terms, from 
his original insistence on pure form 
and color to his experiments in scale 
to his austere and imposing series of 
sculptures. The 20th-century artists he 
most admired, Brancusi and Mondrian, 
Matisse and Picasso, also tell us much 
about his artistic ideals. For if the for-
mer became distinctively abstractionist, 
the latter never crossed that line.

The works that he insisted were 
objects in their own right continue to 

echo forms we have all glimpsed less 
searchingly: sweeping fans and swell-
ing hillsides, signs and semaphores and 
sails, totems and towers. In a way that 
recalled Georges Bracque, he was as 
classical and indebted to tradition as he 
was contemporary and innovative, join-
ing the grand dignity of Romanesque 
churches and Byzantine frescoes with 
the fragmented fields of modern expe-
rience.

“I think what we all want from art is 
a sense of fixity,” Kelly said, “a sense of 

opposing the chaos of daily living.” But 
for that one must risk contemplation, 
finding the time and space to share his 
clear vision. And if one does? Kelly’s 
pilgrimage amounts to a promise. “In a 
sense, what I’ve tried to capture is the 
reality of flux, to keep art an open, in-
complete situation, to get at the rapture 
of seeing.” 

And so he did.

LEO J. O’DONOVAN, S.J., is president emeritus 
of Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.

“Color Panels for a Large Wall,” by Ellsworth Kelly, 1978
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It gave artists free reign to paint exotic 
angels with elaborate wings and gentle 
gestures, a white dove hovering over-
head. Many Annunciations have a rib-
bon of words coming from the mouths 
of Gabriel and Mary. 

The exotic touches do not account 
for all of the popularity of Annunciation 
paintings. For this image shows the be-
ginning of the story of 
Jesus incarnate. From 
now on God is actually 
with us in our human 
form. Here the divine, 
through a messenger, 
approaches the human 
and looks for coopera-
tion that exceeds what-
ever went before. Here 
a teenage girl confronts 
a destiny beyond her 
imagination. And this 
is any of us coming to 
grips with God’s divine 
breath breathed into us 
giving us life, offering us 
possibility.

What caught me 
with this painting is 
Mary’s attitude. She 
is dressed in stunning blue, of course, 
and she is looking up from a book, 
a common detail in Annunciations. 
It is a head and shoulders image, so 
we do not see her kneeling. And rare 
among Annunciations, we see no an-
gel. Nothing distracts from the young 
woman. Her left hand seems to hold 
her veil close. And she raises her right 
hand, palm out toward the unseen an-
gel.

What is she gesturing? I took it to 
be a quite natural reaction. Luke’s sto-
ry has Mary ask one question and then 
give in: “Fiat!” In this image she seems 
to say, “Okay, angel. I am not saying no. 
But I have some questions. We have to 
get some things clear before we go on 

with this!” This I found totally believ-
able. She was surprised, astonished. But 
she did not lose her control. 

How do we, how do I react when the 
divine intervenes? Providence, God’s 
will—it enters our lives, upsets our ex-
pectations with bad news or good, with 
grief or joy, but always with challenge 
and opportunity. We can stop for a mo-

ment before saying yes.
I saw more of Sicily 

in the days ahead, and 
when my plane took 
off from the Catania 
airport we circled 
around the steaming 
smoke that swirled 
around Etna. After 
we cleared that excite-
ment, I thought back 
on my Sicilian days. 
Besides Palermo, I had 
seen the Greek ruins at 
Agrigento, the door of 
the first Jesuit college 
at Messina, the many 
sights at Syracusa. 
Much beauty, historic 
interest, holy places, like 
where St. Paul had lin-

gered in Sicily on his way to Rome. But 
beyond all the splendor, I recalled that 
simple Madonna, her look, her gesture, 
her question. That was Sicily for me.

Two years later I wandered into the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York, which was hosting an exhibition 
of Antonello da Messina. The Madonna 
was there. But as I walked over I spotted 
there a young man, 20-something, star-
ing at the painting. He stood there mo-
tionless, rapt in wonder. I stayed back, 
respecting what he was going through. 
After 20 minutes or so he moved away, 
and I took his place. I stood and gazed 
and prayed and wondered. The image 
had lost none of its power for me. The 
Madonna still worked her wonder. 

The first time I visited Sicily, I 
flew to Palermo. As we were 
landing, through the plane’s 

small window I noticed a distant plume 
of smoke rising out of a thick cloud 
cover toward the southeast. Could that 
be Mt. Etna, I wondered. It was. Etna 
erupted on October 30, 2002, as I was 
flying to Sicily. Fortunately, Palermo 
was some 120 miles safely away.

My guidebook said that “of all of 
Italy’s great art cities, Palermo is the 
most underrated.” Sicily’s history in-
cludes waves of settlers and rulers from 
Greeks to Carthaginians, Romans to 
Arabs, Normans and Spaniards and 
more. The Catholic presence is deep-
ly impressed on Sicily, and Palermo’s 
churches house a great deal of art. 

On a hill near the gothic cathedral is 
the old Norman palace, and its chapel 
is a wonder, particularly for its mosa-
ics. So too is the suburban cathedral of 
Monreale. Gothic and baroque church-
es abound in Palermo, the Jesuits’ Gesù 
among them.

Late one afternoon, I found my 
way to the Galleria Regionale, where I 
roamed the galleries, pausing at many 
beautiful artworks—madonnas, saints 
in cruel martyrdom, crosses—until one 
piece stopped me cold. It was on a stand, 
isolated from crowded walls, an image 
of the Virgin Mary, the Annunciation 
by Antonello da Messina. The paint-
ing is small, a bit under 18 inches by 
14 inches, but it radiates power. I stood 
staring at the image for a while, then 
sat down in a chair poised for gazing at 
the painting. Minutes passed; the better 
part of a half hour went by. No one dis-
turbed my meditation.

The Annunciation is a common re-
ligious subject, appearing in frescoes, 
mosaics, triptychs, canvasses, sculpture. 

O F  O T H E R  T H I N G S  |  EDWARD W.  SCHMIDT

THE MOMENT BEFORE SAYING ‘YES’

Providence 
enters  

our lives,  
upsets our  

expectations  
with bad news 

or good.

EDWARD W. SCHMIDT, S.J., is senior editor 
of America.



March 21, 2016    America    41

B O O K S  |  JOHN MAT TESON

UNDER THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN
FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED
Writings on Landscape, Culture 
and Society

Edited by Charles E. Beveridge
Library of America. 822p $45

The work that shaped Frederick Law 
Olmsted’s life—and that transformed 
the face of landscape design and pub-
lic recreation in America—began with 
a youthful desire to understand holi-
ness. The autobiographical fragment 
that begins the Library of America’s 
new edition of his writings tells the 
story. As a young boy, Olmsted want-
ed to know what it felt like to be John 
the Baptist. Hoping to understand 
the privations to which the saint had 
subjected himself in the wilderness, 
young Olmsted found a honey-locust 
tree, took a pod from it and tried to eat 
one of its seeds. Finding the meat of 
the seed inedible, he took the remain-
ing ones and planted them. With care 
and patience, he raised the resulting 
seedling into “the finest honey locust 
I ever saw.” In this fashion, at an early 
age, Olmsted “began to be affected by 
conditions of scenery.”

The career that followed was as im-
probable as its simple beginning. Many 
will, of course, remember that Olmsted 
was largely responsible for the design 
of New York’s Central Park. He is 
perhaps less often recollected for his 
work on such far-flung sites as North 
Carolina’s Biltmore Estate; Stanford 
University; the University of Chicago; 
Boston’s Emerald Necklace; and the 
Capitol Grounds in Washington D.C. 
The list goes on and on, but, sadly, 
what most of us know about Olmsted 
is only a list of such achievements—
impressive, certainly, but too barrenly 
factual to give us any understanding of 
the man. The man was worth know-
ing. The Library of America edition 
of his works, Frederick Law Olmsted: 

Writings on Landscape, Culture, and 
Society, which gives us that man in 
all his genius and complexity, is well 
worth owning.

Since the publication of its first vol-
ume in 1982, The Library of America 
has performed the daunting but emi-
nently worthy task of publishing what 
it considers the indispensable works of 
American letters. At the rate of one vol-

ume per month, it has made available, 
in annotated, durable cloth-bound edi-
tions with acid-free paper, the works 
of almost every great American writer 
imaginable, from Melville to Malamud 
and from Tocqueville to Tuchman. 
The series is now closing in on 300 vol-
umes and going strong. The physical 
quality of the books has been uniform 
and impeccable. The annotations have 
often been less so, providing somewhat 
spotty commentary and leaving archa-
ic terms or obscure references unex-
plained. 

The Olmsted volume, however, 
masterfully edited by the esteemed 

Olmsted expert Charles E. Beveridge, 
supplies extensive and highly satisfac-
tory notes. Moreover, highly conscious 
that his subject’s greatest contribu-
tions to American life were visual, Dr. 
Beveridge has wisely chosen to adorn 
the volume with 32 pages of lush and 
captivating illustrations. Most wel-
come is the complete series of pro-
posed views that Olmstead and his 
partner Calvert Vaux submitted with 
their competition entry for Central 
Park. Beveridge’s work ranks along-
side the John James Audubon volume 
(1999) as the most beautiful in the se-
ries thus far.

Very arguably, though, the great-
er treasure in these pages is Olmsted 
himself. In his letters, in his journalistic 
writings, even in such seemingly mun-
dane sources as reports to city com-
missioners, he reveals himself not only 
as an artist, but as a man in whom hu-
manitarianism and practicality existed 
in virtually equal shares. Better than 
most conventional architects, Olmsted 
understood the sociological value of 
beauty. His core belief was straightfor-
ward: that it did people good to come 
together in the pure air and under the 
light of heaven, and that a wise society 
should create places and opportunities 
that helped them to do so. 

Olmsted realized that having a love-
ly public space to visit could do more 
than bolster one’s physical health. He 
perceived that in urban settings, peo-
ple were often obliged by circumstance 
to interact chiefly with others who 
resembled them in religion, ethnicity 
and social status. He observed, too, 
that when people were thus segregat-
ed, they inclined to develop feelings of 
scorn and distrust toward the parts of 
the population that they very seldom 
saw. But in a handsome public park, 
one might find “all classes largely repre-
sented, with a common purpose, not at 
all intellectual, competitive with none, 
disposing to jealousy and spiritual and 
intellectual pride toward none, each 
individual adding by his mere presence 
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to the pleasure of all others, all helping 
to the greater happiness of each.” 

If Olmsted was somewhat overly 
idealistic in his estimate of the power 
of public spaces to bring people to-
gether, his planning of those spaces 
was relentlessly pragmatic. His pro-
posals for the development of vari-
ous public spaces show an immense 
knowledge of botany and pay scrupu-
lous attention to climate, topography 
and the pre-existing architectural con-
text. Never imperious or dictatorial, 
Olmsted is forever focused on making 
his designs work harmoniously with a 
given setting, seeking to discover true 
harmony rather than to impose a dis-
ruptive vision. Indeed, Writings on 
Landscape, Culture, and Society might 
serve as a fine companion volume to 
Robert A. Caro’s The Power Broker. 
The latter book tells much about how 
public planning, when fueled by ego 
and misanthropy, can go desperately 
wrong. In Olmsted’s writings, one sees 
so very much that went perfectly right.

To the Olmsted novice, some of 
the most fascinating and surprising 
material may come early in the vol-
ume, where one encounters a series 
of incisive public letters that Olmsted 
wrote in the 1850s regarding slav-
ery. Olmsted found slavery not only 
destructive of the slave and morally 
ruinous for the master but also inim-
ical to the non-slaveholding class of 
poor whites. Olmsted reported with 
shock that the South’s illiteracy rate 
was more than 30 times as great as in 
his native Connecticut and that poor 
Southerners were easily “duped, fright-
ened...prejudiced and made to betray 
their most direct and evident inter-
ests.” Moreover, the Southern economy 
deeply offended his sense of Yankee 
practicality. He informally calculated 
that the inefficiencies caused by slav-
ery had enabled the Northern states to 
outperform the South by 300 percent 
to 400 percent. Nonetheless, Olmsted 
was slow to embrace abolitionism, 
which he termed a “fanaticism.” He 

also perceived—correctly as it turned 
out—that those who were so eager to 
free the slaves would be less enthusi-
astic about finding them places within 
the free economy.

Olmsted was a better architect of 
landscape than he was of sentences, 
and his prose in this volume is often 

ANDREW J .  BACEV ICH

FACE A HARD TRUTH
G.I. MESSIAHS
Soldiering, War, and American 
Civil Religion

By Jonathan H. Ebel
Yale University Press. 256p $40

This short but powerful book could 
have been even more powerful had 
the author made it 
shorter still. Jonathan 
Ebel, who teaches re-
ligious studies at the 
University of Illinois, 
has an annoying habit 
of circling a point end-
lessly before making it 
and then stomping on 
that point with both 
feet lest the reader 
somehow miss it. This 
particular reader kept 
muttering to himself, 
“Yes, yes, I get it! Now 
can we please move 
on?” Yet that unhappy writing tic de-
tracts only slightly from the author’s 
very considerable achievement. 

Ebel’s subject is the role that the 
soldier—especially the fallen soldier—
plays in American civil religion. As 
the title, G.I. Messiahs, suggests, he 
sees that role as central. In the eyes of 
many—most?—Americans, the sol-
dier represents “the Word of the na-
tion made flesh” and by extension “the 
second person of an American god-
head.” “American civil religion seems to 
require this incarnation,” Ebel writes. 

Where American soldiers fight and 
the spot where the fallen rest become, 
in the eyes of their fellow citizens, sa-
cred ground. Seated metaphorically 
“at the right hand of the father,” sol-
diers personify all that the nation as a 
whole is or ought to be. As exemplars, 
they possess and on occasion wield 

vast moral authority. In 
that regard, the Tomb 
of the Unknowns in 
Arlington may be said 
to contain the “modern 
martial embodiment” 
of Jesus himself. 

Ebel’s examina-
tion of this phenom-
enon—“the soldier as 
savior,” if you’ve not yet 
gotten the drift—be-
gins with World War 
I and extends up to 
the present day. The 
material he employs as 

evidence ranges from cemeteries and 
monuments to movies, literature and 
political rhetoric. Together, if taken at 
face value, these underpin a civil theol-
ogy based on a trinity of “service, sacri-
fice, [and] salvation,” its three elements 
indistinguishable and inseparable. 

One abiding feature of this narra-
tive is its pristine simplicity, which al-
lows little room for nuance and none 
for doubt. So, for example, in consid-
ering European cemeteries maintained 
as the final resting place of Americans 
killed in the two world wars, Ebel de-

much more dense and challenging than 
a reader is likely to enjoy. Nevertheless, 
it is a book well worth including in an 
erudite home library.

JOHN MATTESON, who teaches English litera-
ture at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 
is the author of The Lives of Margaret Fuller.
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scribes perfectly aligned white cross-
es arrayed on exquisitely manicured 
grounds that depict those interred 
there as “uniformly noble, uniform-
ly sinless, uniformly saved.” In some 
instances, he points out, the crosses 
themselves are arrayed in cruciform. 
Through a process of sacralization, all 
the dead thereby merge into a single 
identity intended, in Ebel’s view, to 
validate the wars in which they fought 
and the nation that sent them to fight. 
The point of the exercise is to encour-
age visitors “to imagine an ideal soldier, 
an ideal army, an ideal America,” the 
wars thereby escaping scrutiny and the 
state accountability. 

Yet as Ebel makes clear, the lived ex-
perience of actual soldiers complicates 
this preferred narrative. Real soldiers 
are real people. Some may be saints; 
most are not. Few who make the “su-
preme sacrifice” do so of their own 
volition. Those who do—their lives 
not so much offered as taken—are not 
uniformly noble and uniformly sinless. 

Nor are those who survive. For sol-
diers who experience war at firsthand, 
life after may not be pristine or even 
tolerable. Ebel writes of one hero, win-
ner of the Medal of Honor, who returns 
from World War I celebrated by all and 
then quietly and inexplicably commits 
suicide. Another Vietnam-era soldier, 
also a recipient of the Medal of Honor, 
spends time in a mental hospital before 
meeting his end in a failed holdup of a 
liquor store in Detroit. 

Indeed, Vietnam posed an acute 
challenge to the soldier’s assigned 
role as paladin of America’s civil reli-
gion. Ebel characterizes the result as a 
“Christological crisis.” Certainly it was 
difficult to see the perpetrators of the 
My Lai massacre as Christ-like figures. 
More problematic still were the actions 
of soldiers who turned against the war, 
portraying it as immoral and denounc-
ing the state that in their view had co-
erced them to serve. By indicting the 
nation, groups like Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War “invert[ed] civil reli-

gious performance,” Ebel writes, caus-
ing great consternation among their 
fellow citizens disinclined to see the 
United States as anything other than 
God’s agent of righteousness. 

Salvaging America’s civil religion 
and restoring soldiers to their as-
signed place required that the divisive 
Vietnam War end and with it the draft. 
In the new all-volunteer force, soldiers 
ostensibly served of their own volition, 
thereby refuting charges of coercion. 
By the 1990s, the restoration of civil 
religion seemed an accomplished fact, 
with the soldier once more occupy-
ing an exalted place. If any doubts 
remained in that regard, the events 
of Sept. 11 removed them. As the 
global war on terrorism commenced, 
Americans—for the most part root-
ing from a safe distance—reflexively 
depicted their warriors as fighting on 
God’s side. 

Today, Ebel contends, the theolo-
gy that places the soldier at the center 

of America’s civil religion “is as vig-
orous as it has ever been.” If so, that 
theology has become blandly generic, 
having long since shed its specifically 
Christian character. 

Moreover, complicating facts con-
tinue to crop up, as Ebel’s account 
makes clear. Consider the case of Pat 
Tillman. One of the very few members 
of the American celebrity elite to enlist 
after Sept. 11, Tillman gave up a lu-
crative career in the National Football 
League to join the military elite as an 
Army ranger. When Tillman lost his 
life in Afghanistan, the Army wasted 
no time depicting him as a hero—
covering up the fact that he had been 
killed by friendly fire. The cover-up 
soon unraveled. Worse still were sub-
sequent revelations that Tillman con-
sidered his comrades a sorry bunch, 
questioned the war’s legality and was 
adamant in his own rejection of reli-
gion. 

Likeminded members of Tillman’s 
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family refused to play along with his 
secular canonization. In death, he was 
not one with God. He was, instead, a 
corpse in a box underground—so they 
insisted with vehement bitterness. As 
they saw it, his death had served no 
purpose. It had been a waste.

For adherents to America’s civil 
religion, such disbelief is disturbingly 
subversive. For those inclined to see 
America’s civil religion as a particular-

ly pernicious form of heresy, disbelief 
may offer a first step toward enlight-
enment. God and country are not one 
and the same. The sooner Americans 
come to terms with that reality the 
better.

ANDREW J. BACEVICH is professor emeritus 
of history and international relations at Boston 
University. His new book America’s War for 
the Greater Middle East: A Military History 
is due out in April.
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT

THE VATICAN PROPHECIES
Investigating Supernatural Signs, 
Apparitions and Miracles in the 
Modern Age

By John Thavis
Viking. 275p $27.95

In A Secular Age, Charles Taylor con-
trasts the enchanted world of our 
forbears and the modern world. The 
enchanted world is inhabited by spir-
its, demons and moral forces. Here 
the most powerful and important 
forces are outside what Taylor calls 
the porous self. With the modern age 
comes disenchantment and the emer-
gence of “buffered selves” who perceive 
thoughts, feelings and spiritual élan as 
located in the mind. In John Thavis’s 
book we see the interplay of these two 
worlds and examine if the miraculous 
and the reasonable can peacefully co-
exist. The prophecies are related to ob-
jects, experiences and events that call 
for authentication from the Vatican. 
This book reveals behind-the-scenes 
struggles in the Vatican to keep ten-
sions in balance and uphold order. 
Miracles that once forged solidarity are 
now often connected to ideology and 
can cause division. 

Many moderns still hunger for en-
chantment. Modern technology can 
feed this hunger and enable people to 

be instantaneously aware of miracles 
anywhere they may appear. Seers may 
use social media to spread their proph-
ecies. Likewise, there are new avenues 
for profiting from the miraculous. 

Chapter 1 looks 
at relics and offers 
some theology as well 
as short biographies 
of saints whose body 
parts have been taken. 
Throughout the book 
Thavis highlights the 
real people behind the 
mysteries. Aquinas 
claims relics correlate 
with Christianity’s 
incarnational nature. 
Others see modern in-
terest in relics as an ex-
tension of the culture of 
celebrity. Online com-
merce makes dealing in relics compli-
cated beyond anything Martin Luther 
could have imagined. The Vatican tries 
to regulate the hygienic procurement 
of relics as well as their ecclesial pur-
pose: public veneration, not private col-
lection. We meet Mezzadro Gabriele, 
the Vatican’s top art restorer, who uses 
modern technology on incorrupt bod-
ies, a phenomenon in itself that is not 
necessarily miraculous. 

Marian apparitions receive due 

attention. Enchantment is taken for 
granted in Medjugorje, where vision-
aries range from gentle Mirjana to 
the tougher Vika. The apparitions, 
which began 35 years ago, generated 
an apparition tourism industry that 
transformed the economy of the small 
village, multiplying shops, hotels and 
B&Bs. Thavis provides an informative 
religious history of the area, which 
gives insight into how the apparitions 
unfolded, the tensions between the 
Franciscans and the diocese and the re-
lationship between Medjugorje and the 
Catholic charismatic movement. He 
also examines other apparitions, like 
Necedah in Wisconsin and Bayside in 
New York as well as Fatima. He excels 
in illuminating the theological, social 
and cultural contexts of these events. 
Consistently, the Vatican’s approach to 
apparitions is cautious. 

Next he takes us to Turin, home of 
the shroud. We learn of its history and 

miraculous preserva-
tion from a fire in 1997. 
The shroud is unique 
because of the interest 
it inspires in both en-
chanted and scientific 
minds. The increasing 
capabilities of science 
have spurred the inter-
est. Sturp (the Shroud 
of Turin Research 
Project) is a 30-mem-
ber team that includes 
photographers, chem-
ists, physicists, mathe-
maticians and forensic 

pathology experts. Even a group of 
Jewish scientists is interested in the 
shroud and what it may suggest about 
Jewish burial customs. The Vatican 
has not authenticated any miracles 
attributed to the shroud, even though 
both Pope Benedict and Pope Francis 
are devotees.

Perhaps the discussion of exorcism 
best brings together the interaction 
of the enchanted and bureaucratic 
worlds. Pope Francis warns of the vi-
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tality and power of the devil; some 
suggest he is aware of this because he 
is from Latin America. The book pro-
vides sensational accounts and intro-
duces a new breed of exorcist, who is 
not afraid to discuss his trade in public. 
He may also work with a team that in-
cludes psychological professionals. The 
Vatican approved the International 
Association of Exorcists in 2014, but 
before this, in 1999, it revised the rite, 
putting more emphasis on prayer to 
God rather than commands to Satan. 
However, some exorcists continue to 
use the old Latin rite, claiming the dev-
il better understands it. Norms for the 
appointment of official exorcists for 
dioceses have also been revised. Thavis 
correctly notes that the Church, like 
other organizations, may embrace a 
movement and also offer some regula-
tions to more effectively control it. 

He explains the role of miracles in 

the canonization process. The Vatican 
defines miracles as objective occur-
rences that can be investigated in a 
systematic way. Here a systematic em-
pirical process is the path to a theolog-
ical declaration. Cardinal Lambertini 
established the criteria in 1734. The 
healing must be sudden and instan-
taneous, and there may be no relapse. 
Some believe control over miracles 
has been ceded to scientists. Thavis 
recounts wonderful stories of the mir-
acles of Saints Damien of Hawaii and 
Marguerite d’Youville of Quebec as 
well as the cause of the Army chaplain 
Emil Kapaun. The stress is on how 
these miracles affect the lives of real 
people. Pope Francis has been more 
generous about waiving the miracle 
requirement for some canonizations, 
but some Vatican officials have reser-
vations about this. 

Finally, there is a look at end-time 

prophecies. Benedict XVI’s surprising 
resignation has been viewed as the ful-
fillment of such a prophecy. In some 
cases, the Vatican’s pursuit of the path 
of rationality may thwart the world of 
enchantment. Its judgments on pri-
vate revelations fall into three catego-
ries: false or evil; lacking in evidence 
or credible; but the most common 
pronouncement is no judgment. The 
Vatican is cautious about authenticat-
ing the prophecies that come into its 
domain; officials do not want to make 
the church look foolish. Thavis’s book 
shows us that the Vatican may be more 
of a creature of modernity than we 
imagined. 

ANTHONY J. POGORELC, a Sulpician priest 
and sociologist, is vice rector and academic dean 
at St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park, Calif., 
and a fellow at the Institute for Policy Research 
and Catholic Studies at The Catholic University 
of America. Twitter: @ajpogo.
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moved from the tomb,” she went to get 
Simon Peter and the beloved disciple. 
She went to report a desecration of 
the dead—“They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him”—not 
God’s victory over death. Both 
Peter and the beloved disci-
ple also went to verify the 
removal of Jesus’ body 
from the tomb. The be-
loved disciple “saw and 
believed,” but this belief 
only verifies the empty 
tomb, not Jesus’ resurrection, 
for the Gospel of John tells us that 
“as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead.”

Mary Magdalene had gone to 
the tomb to honor Jesus’ dead body; 
the Synoptic Gospels all note that 
women went to Jesus’ tomb to 
anoint his body with spices. If any-
one knew death, the ancients did. 
Dying people were not sent away to 
hospitals to die politely out of sight. 
People were condemned and killed in 
public, their battered bodies on hu-
miliating display, corpses on crosses 
like so much human detritus. Family 
members and friends cared for the 
bodies after death, preparing them as 
best they could for the tomb, to show 
last respects and to guard against the 
stench of decay. Jesus’ friends knew 
death. They knew he had died.

It took the friends of Jesus a while 
to understand that his missing body 
did not represent theft or desecration, 
but the end of death. When they fi-
nally understood the Scripture “that 

he must rise from the dead,” it was 
because they had experienced Easter, 
witnessed Christ risen from the dead. 
Their experience of the risen Lord, in-
terpreted through Jesus’ teachings and 
life, led them to one conclusion: He 
was not in the tomb because Jesus had 
been raised up by God from death to 
life.

Peter speaks of Jesus appearing “to 
us who were chosen by God as wit-
nesses, and who ate and drank with 

him after he rose from the 
dead,” with the charge to 

go and tell others of what 
they had witnessed and 
experienced. It was the 
transformative experi-
ence for the first disci-

ples—Mary Magdalene, 
Peter, the beloved disciple 

and all the others—because 
it reoriented not just their un-
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PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE

Meditate on the death of Christ and the 
empty tomb. How have you experienced 
the risen Lord in your life? How has the 
retreat of death and the victory of life in 
Christ reoriented your life? How do you live 
out the new life in Christ? 

The Retreat of Death
EASTER (C), MARCH 27, 2016

Readings: Acts 10:34–43; Ps 118:1–23; Col 3:1–4; Jn 20:1–9

“God raised him on the third day” (Acts 10:40)

Long human history demon-
strates that death comes for each 
of us, advancing on us, stalking 

us, cutting us down at the beginning of 
life, the prime of life, the middle of life 
or the end of life, inexorably turning 
our flesh and blood to dust and ashes. 
This is what death does. It does not 
miss anyone. But Easter, Christ’s res-
urrection, is about life. It is about stop-
ping the inevitable march of death. It is 
about the retreat of death.

Christ’s resurrection bursts through 
the chains of death into glorious new 
life. God is, after all, the God of the 
living, as Jesus pointed out in a dis-
pute with some Sadducees, asking: 
“Have you not read...how God said, 
‘I am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is 
God not of the dead, but of the living” 
(Mk 12:26–27). Jesus interprets the 
simple verb “to be” to indicate God’s 
sovereignty over death. Because God 
“is,” Abraham, Isaac and Jacob still “are.” 

Yet how could the end of death, this 
hard reality of human life, be shown? 
By conquering death in this one life, 
this one time, as “the first fruits” of all 
who have died, Jesus shows God’s eter-
nal plan for humanity: the inevitable 
destruction of death. 

It was difficult to comprehend, even 
for the closest of Jesus’ disciples. When 
Mary Magdalene came to Jesus’ tomb 
“and saw that the stone had been re-
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derstanding of who Jesus was but of 
who God was and how God acts in 
human history. Death is not the end 
of God’s power or of our lives.

Through Jesus, who was raised 
from the dead, we, too, “have been 
raised with Christ.” Our lives are no 
longer lived in the shadow or fear of 
death, for death has been conquered 
and life reigns eternal. This must be 
the fearless reorientation of our lives: 
to live in the life of Christ, raised to 
new life, and not in the fear of death. 
God is not the God of the dead; 
God is the God of the living. And in 
Christ’s resurrection, God reveals the 
retreat of death and the victory of life.

 JOHN W. MARTENS

JOHN W. MARTENS is a professor of theology 
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Twitter: @BibleJunkies.
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