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John	20:31
But	these	are	written	that	you	may	believe that	Jesus	is	
the	Messiah,	the	Son	of	God, and	that	by	believing	you	
may	have	life	in	his	name.





A	Secular	Age

“the	appeal	of	scientific	materialism	is	not	so	much	the	
cogency	of	its	detailed	findings	as	that	of	the	underlying	
epistemological	stance,	and	that	for	ethical	reasons.	It	is	
seen	as	the	stance	of	maturity,	of	courage,	of	manliness,	
over	against	childish	fears	and	sentimentality”

“If	our	faith	has	remained	at	the	stage	of	the	immature	
images,	then	the	story	that	materialism	equals	maturity	can	
seem	plausible”	(p.	365).	But	in	fact,	their	conversion	to	
unbelief	was	also	a	conversion	to	a	new	faith:	“faith	in	
science’s	ability”

Smith,	James	K.	A.	(2014-05-01).	How	(Not)	to	Be	Secular:	Reading	Charles	Taylor	(p.	77).	Wm.	B.	Eerdmans	Publishing	Co..	Kindle	Edition.	



A	Secular	Age

• If	Taylor	is	right,	it	seems	to	suggest	that	the	Christian	response	to	
such	converts	to	unbelief	is	not	to	have	an	argument	about	the	data	
or	“evidence”	but	rather	to	offer	an	alternative	story	that	offers	a	
more	robust,	complex	understanding	of	the	Christian	faith.	The	goal	
of	such	witness	would	not	be	the	minimal	establishment	of	some	
vague	theism	but	the	invitation	to	historic,	sacramental	Christianity.

Smith,	James	K.	A.	(2014-05-01).	How	(Not)	to	Be	Secular:	Reading	Charles	Taylor	(p.	77).	Wm.	B.	Eerdmans	Publishing	Co..	Kindle	Edition



Compelling	Narratives

• As	we	become	more	different	from	one	another,	as	new	voices	are	
heard	and	new	roles	created,	we	begin	to	forget	how	to	speak	the	
same	symbolic	language	because	we	no	longer	share	the	same	set	of	
practices	that	teach	us	how	to	speak	it.	And	lacking	a	common	set	of	
symbols	means	that	we	now	struggle	to	communicate	certain	things,	
we	misunderstand	one	another,	or	end	up	talking	for	hours	to	explain	
something	that	used	to	be	communicated	with	a	gesture.
• Patrick	Gilger,	SJ,	Building	bridges	in	a	Secular Age	Living	City	Feb	2018



Building	Bridges

• Of	course,	service	of	reconciliation	and	justice	means	building	bridges	
to	allow	for	dialogue.	We	know	that	the	task	of	building	bridges,	or	of	
“being	bridges”	in	contexts	of	conflict,	means	being	stepped	on	by	
both	sides	of	the	fight.	That	is	the	price	of	our	service	and,	as	we	try	
and	follow	Jesus’	example,	we’re	ready	to	pay	for	it.
• Fr.	General	Sosa,	Rio	2017



Creating	Connections

• But	in	the	present	secular	age,	in	our	differentiated	world,	we	no	
longer	have	to	build	one	bridge,	but	many.	And	we	have	to	build	them	
not	just	between	two	stable	spheres,	but	between	multiple,	
fragmented,	and	increasingly	contradictory	spheres.	

The	bridges	that	Catholic	media	wants	to	build	now	must	run	in	every	
direction,	and	this	puts	unique	pressures	on	what	Catholic	media	can	
be	and	what	it	can	do.

• Patrick	Gilger,	SJ,	Building	bridges	in	a	Secular Age	Living	City	Feb	2018



3	Suggestions	from	Gilger

1. Focus	on	excellence	and	beauty

2. Catholic	media	today	must	be	more	deeply	rooted	in	our	own	faith,	
and	in	the	communal	practice	of	that	faith,	than	perhaps	ever	
before

3. Do	#	1	and	#	2	at	the	same	time
• Build	a	bridge	that	begins	from	a	particular	place	of	rootedness	and	is	built	by	
beautiful	depictions	of	encounters	with	a	God	who	never	stops	seeking	to	
encounter	us.



Distraction	vs	Discernment

• “If	the	churches	came	to	understand	that	the	greatest	threat	to	faith	
today	is	not	hedonism	but	distraction,	perhaps	they	might	begin	to	
appeal	anew	to	a	frazzled	digital	generation.	Christian	leaders	seem	to	
think	that	they	need	more	distraction	to	counter	the	distraction.”

-Andrew	Sullivan,	“I	Used	to	be	Human.”	New	York.



Jesuitical	Lessons



AI	and	Audio

Be	aware	of	artificial	intelligence	and	its	influence	on	tech	trends

• Watch	10	Tech	Trends	in	Journalism:	10th	Anniversary	Edition!
• https://ona17.journalists.org/sessions/techtrends/



AI	and	Audio

https://www.nationalpublicmedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/The-Smart-Audio-Report-from-NPR-and-Edison-Research-Fall-Winter-2017.pdf



AI	and	Audio

1. Ownership	is	at	16%	of	the	U.S.	population	in	just	three	years1,	
already	outpacing	the	adoption	rates	of	smartphones	and	tablets.

2. Gartner	predicts	75%	of	U.S.	households	will	have	smart	speakers	
by	2020.

Stats	from	the	NPR	Smart	Audio	Report



Tools/Tips/Tricks

Be	aware	of	artificial	intelligence	and	its	influence	on	tech	trends

• Watch	10	Tech	Trends	in	Journalism:	10th	Anniversary	Edition!
• https://ona17.journalists.org/sessions/techtrends/



Tools/Tips/Tricks

libsyn.com



Tools/Tips/Tricks

auphonic.com



Tools/Tips/Tricks

sparemin.com



Tools/Tips/Tricks

thepodcasthost.com/equipment/the-best-podcasting-microphones-on-the-market/



Tools/Tips/Tricks

• Fix	your	sound	in	pre-editing,	it	saves	so	much	time	in	post
• MIC	Technique	matters

• Zoom	Zoom
• HN1	($100)
• HN2	($200)
• HN4	($250)
• HN5	or	HN6	($350)



Tools/Tips/Tricks

• Apple	GarageBand
• Free-ish

• Adobe	Creative	Cloud
• special	pricing	available	for	students,	teachers	and	non-profits

• Audacity
• Free



Tools/Tips/Tricks

• Audioblocks
• $149/year

• PremiumBeat
• $40-50	per	download

• AudioJungle
• $1-20	per	download


