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hree years ago the time came
for a venerable Jesuit professor
at Loyola University, veteran

of decades of scholarship and teaching,
to move from Chicago to the Jesuit
infirmary near Detroit. In distance, the
trip is only 300 miles, a couple of hours’
drive. In the imagination and in the
heart, the trip is very, very long. 
To lessen the trauma of the move,

the office of the Jesuits’ Chicago
Province asked David, a young man on
its staff, to help. David worked with
planning and office management and
was fantastic at it. He was likewise
excellent at helping this older Jesuit
uproot himself from things that had
grounded him for a professional life-
time and move on. 
“David, do you think I will need

these books in my new home?” the
Jesuit asked with confusion or regret,
hope or fear. “No, father, I think they
have enough good books up there.”
“Thanks, David.”
I could have used David’s help in

October, when I moved from Chicago
to New York. I was not retiring but
coming to America. And I too had to
dispose of many things accumulated
during my 28 years in Chicago and pack
up the rest. I would wear my old clothes
again, of course, but how many sweaters
does one really need? I had shelves full
of books, and until I get a Kindle I will
actually read and consult many of them.
A Jesuit does not move furniture, of

course; but many smaller things, sou-
venirs or gifts, demanded decision, to
take or not to take. And then there
were photos. I worked for 21 years at
another Jesuit magazine, traveled for
stories and brought home hundreds of
pictures to illustrate them. Starting
slowly, leisurely, I could make good
decisions; by move day, I was tossing
things into boxes to sort later. 
The boxes left Chicago on Oct. 6,

and I followed two days later. When I
arrived on 56th Street, a crew had just
moved them into my new room. Over

the next few days, as I cut through pack-
ing tape and unpacked, I found myself
wondering, “Why did I ever bring this?”
and “Where will I ever find that?” I had
so much, but so much too was not there
anymore. And I was very tired from the
strain of moving, disposing of and leav-
ing behind. 
I got into a familiar routine in the

morning, drinking coffee and picking
up books I was working through in my
old life. One of them was Rabbi
Lawrence Kushner’s The Book of
Words, a work on Jewish spirituality,
from which I read a short chapter each
day. Kushner reflects on returning
home and photographs, on gifts and
losing things and spending time. His
words hit home. On my fourth day in
New York, after reading about family
and images and memory, I grabbed my
notepad and wrote simply, “Wow!” 
I knew, of course, that the chipped

vase a friend had given me many years
ago in Cincinnati was not that friend
and that my memories would endure
without it. I knew that the book an
author had signed and dated as a gift
was not that friend either. I knew that
the champagne glass from a young cou-
ple’s wedding I celebrated 25 years
before was not their love and their com-
mitment, which has endured and grown
stronger while the glass gathered dust
on a shelf.
My family are not the gifts or the

grade school art they have proudly pre-
sented me through the years. (My sis-
ters helped me immensely in
September when they gave me permis-
sion to dispose of anything they had
given me—thanks!)
And I know that love and friendship

endure when the photos have cracked
and faded, when the clothes have worn
thin. “Don’t make idols of images of the
Creator,” Rabbi Kushner reminds us.
God’s love and human love are greater
than their tokens, their reflections. This
love outlasts our every move. 

EDWARD W. SCHMIDT, S.J.
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CURRENT COMMENT

What’s the Rush?
On May 1, Pope Benedict XVI will beatify Pope John
Paul II during a Mass in Rome that is expected to attract
two million people. Perhaps some of these pilgrims were
among those who filled St. Peter’s Square on the day of
John Paul’s funeral shouting, “Santo Subito!” If all goes as
planned, Karol Wojtyla’s beatification will have happened
in near-record time. Benedict waived the standard five-year
waiting period required before a person’s cause for canon-
ization can begin. And recently the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints accepted as miraculous the cure of a
French religious sister from Parkinson’s disease, clearing
the way for the Polish pope’s beatification. 
But does it make sense to rush John Paul, or anyone, to

sainthood?  For millions, John Paul already is a saint, and
perhaps Benedict is responding to the sensus fidelium, the
wisdom of the faithful, by moving his former boss to the
head of the line. But in addition to his towering accom-
plishments and personal piety, John Paul’s worldwide pop-
ularity could also be a result of his extensive travels and
frequent media appearances. Does that make him holier
than other, less well-known candidates? And is it seemly to
have Vatican officials who owe their positions to John Paul
examining his cause? In centuries to come, will Catholics
wonder if the rush meant that corners were cut? Cardinal
Angelo Amato, head of the congregation, denies this, say-
ing the case has undergone “particularly careful scrutiny.”
Many think John Paul should be canonized. (Apparently
so does God: a miracle is taken as evidence that a person is
in heaven.) But John Paul will be just as much a saint if the
normal procedures are followed.

A Christian Calling
Sargent Shriver, who died on Jan. 18 after a long struggle
with Alzheimer’s disease, asked himself a question at the
end of every day: What have I done today to improve the
lot of humanity? Mr. Shriver—who ran for vice president
in 1972, played a key role in the war on poverty, directed
the Peace Corps and later helped run the Special Olympics
with his wife, Eunice—treated the Christian command to
love God and neighbor with the steadfast commitment it
deserves. That he did so while working in the rough-and-
tumble world of U.S. politics is worthy of no small praise.
A leader of his kind, who fought as fiercely to eradicate
poverty as he did to protect the rights of the unborn and
the mentally challenged, is unlikely to appear again on the
political stage anytime soon.  
Perhaps Mr. Shriver’s death will serve as a reminder to

the growing number of Catholic legislators, Republicans
and Democrats, that faith is not just a source of personal
solace, but a rigorous way of life that sometimes demands
public action. His career also stands as a challenge to those
who would shut themselves off from the secular world for
fear of being morally compromised. Speaking in 1979, Mr.
Shriver hailed the election of Pope John Paul II because he
believed the pope would not turn his back on the problems
of the world but would engage them. This was the duty of
every Christian, Shriver said: “Christians are needed in
politics, in the law, in medicine, in the marketplace….”
Maintaining a Christian identity begins by reflecting on
another question favored by Sargent Shriver: Am I living
my life as Christ would want me to?

The Arab Revolt
The popular uprising begun in Tunisia has raced across
North Africa and the Arab world, especially Egypt. Egypt’s
President Hosni Mubarak has announced he will not run
for re-election; so has Yemeni President Ali Abdullah
Saleh; Jordan’s King Abdullah II has appointed a new cab-
inet; and the Palestinian Authority has announced local
elections. The whole region is in upheaval. The movement
arose not from militant Islam but from popular discontent
over political repression and deteriorating economic condi-
tions, and is led by largely secular forces.
The future is by no means decided. It is unclear

whether the protestors will accept promises to decline re-
election in the place of immediate resignations. What the
impact of political Islam will be on the transition to
democracy and the formation of new governments is
unclear. Except perhaps in Yemen, Americans should not
fret yet about any Islamist hegemony sweeping the region.
It will take some time for things to be sorted out, and

there are sure to be some expressions of anti-U.S. and anti-
Israel sentiment. But, as long as the basic direction of the
revolution is for democratic government, respect for human
rights and economic improvement, the international com-
munity, including the United States, should not overburden
the new Arab politics with outside expectations. It should
be supportive of the transitions in government, offering
help on terms acceptable to the local people, assisting in
relieving their immediate economic distress and contribut-
ing to long-term development. Israel will certainly have
worries, but its long-term interests also counsel patience.
Any precipitous action by Israel, particularly in Gaza or
Lebanon, might push the Arab street beyond the tipping
point, transforming a popular, secular uprising into a more
radical Islamist one, with negative consequences all around.



he final report of the Financial Crisis Inquiry
Commission is meant to be the definitive account
of the economic crisis that erupted in 2008. Like

the 9/11 Commission Report, it seeks to provide a complete
account of the circumstances surrounding a cataclysmic
event, in this case the worst recession since the Great
Depression. Unfortunately, political disagreements among
the commission members combined with the complexity of
the narrative threaten to consign the report to obscurity.

If that happens, a crucial opportunity will be missed.
Even with the adoption of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act, the regulatory sys-
tem in place may not be strong enough to prevent another
crisis. As the commission members observe, “If we do not
learn from history, we are unlikely to fully recover from it.” 

While the 9/11 Report was hailed by members of
both parties, the Finance Commission faced significant
political obstacles from the outset. The causes of the crisis
are still much debated on Capitol Hill, and government’s
response to the crisis, the Troubled Asset Relief Program,
or TARP, is politically poisonous. It is not surprising that
none of the Republicans on the commission chose to
endorse its findings, deciding instead to issue two lengthy
dissents. For one thing, the report offers a stinging indict-
ment of financial deregulation, an article of faith for
Republicans—and some Democrats—for the last 30 years. 

Already critics are dismissing the commission’s report
as a politicized document. In fact, it is grounded in months
of research and hundreds of interviews, some facilitated by
subpoenas. If not a definitive account of the crisis, it is the
most thorough so far and merits serious study. A few of the
report’s themes deserve emphasis. 

Risky Business. The mortgage industry has been wide-
ly pilloried for its unethical lending practices prior to the
crisis, and the commission’s report adds depth and detail to
that judgment. Yet it is also striking how many American
homeowners took advantage of these lax practices, signing
on for adjustable-rate mortgages or trying to make a quick
profit by “flipping” a second home. Overall, mortgage
indebtedness in the United States doubled from 2001 to
2007, from $5.3 trillion to $10.5 trillion. In the wake of the
housing market collapse, few parties emerged unscathed.

Irrational Exuberance.Again and again the report cites
individuals and institutions who warned of the coming cri-
sis. Beginning in 1999, a nonprofit housing group in

California alerted Chairman Alan
Greenspan of the Federal Reserve
to predatory lending practices.
Why were such warnings ignored?
With markets surging and retire-
ment and investment accounts following suit, few seemed
willing to play spoiler. As one former government official
said of the mortgage market: “Everybody was making a
great deal of money...and there wasn’t a great deal of over-
sight going on.”

Markets Unbound. “The financial system we examined
bears little resemblance to that of our parents’ generation,” the
report’s authors write. And yet the regulatory regime in place
during the crisis was created to deal with financial problems
that arose generations ago. In some instances, those reforms
had been severely weakened. In the case of the Glass-Steagall
Act, which sought to regulate the activities of the banking
industry, the reform was repealed altogether. The triumph of
the gospel of deregulation led to risky decisions that valued
short-term profits over long-term investment. 

Watching the Watchdogs. Public institutions with the
power to rein in questionable practices failed to act, most
notably the Federal Reserve. Meanwhile, Moody’s and other
ratings agencies charged with assessing the strength of
financial instruments repeatedly awarded misleading rat-
ings. In case after case, individuals failed in their profession-
al and ethical responsibilities.

With the Dow Jones Industrial Average hitting 12,000
in January for the first time since 2008, it is tempting to let
the financial crisis fade into history. Yet as Wall Street surges,
the economy still sputters, in very large part because of the
events of two years ago. A final reckoning is necessary both
to determine what went wrong and to ensure the system
does not fail again. The rise and fall of the housing market is
an example of corporate malfeasance not unlike the rush to
war in Iraq in 2003, with both individuals and institutions
playing a part. Some national soul-searching seems in order.

That examination could well begin with the 633-page
report from the Financial Crisis Commission. Though
short on analysis and weakened by Republican dissenters, it
recognizes the crisis for the fundamental failure of respon-
sibility it was. And for the average reader, the report offers a
simple judgment amid an ocean of detail, one that could
serve to temper the next wave of market madness: “We con-
clude, this financial crisis was avoidable.”

The Reckoning

T
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eetings of North American liturgists last month provided a first
impression of how well the upcoming introduction of the new
Roman Missal is likely to proceed. Attendees at conferences of the

North American Academy of Liturgy and the Catholic Academy of Liturgy
in San Francisco described liturgists as frustrated with the process that led to
the new missal and displeased with the quality of the translation, but
resigned to its inevitability.
“I wouldn’t say people are jumping up and down about it,” the Rev.

Michael Driscoll of the University of Notre Dame said. “It’s going to be a
hard sell, but we’re going to be doing our part to help. The attitude is: ‘This
is a translation, not the translation.’” Referring to the International
Commission on English in the Liturgy and to the Vox Clara Committee, he
added, “We have to be respectful of the bishops’ committee and the I.C.E.L.
and the [Vox Clara Committee], but this is probably not the definitive trans-
lation.” In 15 or 20 years, said Father Driscoll, “Who knows? It’s helpful to
take the long view; that’s a very Catholic thing to do.”

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Bernadette Gasslein, editor of the
Canadian liturgical periodical
Celebrate!, said many liturgists are
worried about the practical challenges
to the missal’s implementation and
acceptance. “Ritual behavior is always
hard to change,” Gasslein said. “One
would have thought that a congrega-
tion that deals with ritual behavior
would have understood that.” Gasslein
believes that a staggered, slower intro-
duction of the new missal, such as the
Australian church is planning, would
have been a more pastoral approach.
Instead, the new translation is sched-
uled to be used starting on the first
Sunday of Advent (Nov. 27, 2011), a
season in the liturgical calendar that
typically draws the participation of
“people who haven’t been to Mass
since last Easter.”
One measure of the level of the dis-

quiet among liturgists is a recent open
letter to U.S. bishops from Anthony
Ruff, O.S.B. Father Ruff has decided
to withdraw from speaking engage-
ments at eight dioceses around the

United States intended to help pro-
mote the new missal. In his letter, he
said that it is something he no longer
can agree to “with integrity.” Father
Ruff wrote, “I’m sure bishops want a
speaker who can put the new missal in
a positive light, and that would require
me to say things I do not believe.” He
submitted the letter with the permis-
sion of his Benedictine superiors.
Father Ruff, who teaches theology

at St. John’s University in Collegeville,
Minn., served as chairman of
I.C.E.L.’s music committee. “My
involvement in that process,” he wrote,
“as well as my observation of the Holy
See’s handling of scandal, has gradual-
ly opened my eyes to the deep prob-
lems in the structures of authority of
our church.
“The forthcoming missal is but a

part of a larger pattern of top-down
impositions by a central authority that
does not consider itself accountable to
the larger church,” Father Ruff wrote.
“When I think of how secretive the

N E W  R O M A N  M I S S A L

Liturgists Worry About
Upcoming Implementation

The new English translation of the Roman
Missal was presented to Pope Benedict
XVI on April 28, 2010.

translation process was, how little con-
sultation was done with priests or
laity, how the Holy See allowed a small
group to hijack the translation at the
final stage, how unsatisfactory the final
text is, how this text was imposed on
national conferences of bishops in vio-
lation of their legitimate episcopal
authority…and then when I think of
Our Lord’s teachings on service and
love and unity…I weep.” (The full text
is available online at www.americam
agazine.org.)
Father Ruff ’s misgivings about the

process that led to the current transla-
tion (an earlier version, approved by
English-speaking bishops’ conferences,
was rejected and responsibility for the
new missal passed to Vox Clara) were
shared by Richard R. Gaillardetz, a
theologian at University of Toledo in
Ohio. Noting that the documents of
the Second Vatican Council require
local episcopal authority over vernacu-
lar liturgy, Gaillardetz complained that
in the development of the current

M
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missal, “the whole process has been
reversed,” with a Vatican committee
reworking a translation and then
returning it to “the local church to rub-
ber stamp.”
“The liturgy has become the instru-

ment of choice for rolling back the full
implementation of [Vatican II’s] glob-
al catholicity of the church,” said
Gaillardetz. “My impression is that
most dioceses are going to make a
good-faith effort to implement this....
What saddens me is that what should
be a source of unity is about to become
instead a source of significant disunity,
and it did not have to happen that
way.”
On a positive note, Gasslein said,

the challenge of introducing the new
translation may force the church to
confront “four generations of spotty
liturgical catechesis” and help Catholic
Mass-goers more intentionally “think
about what’s happening and think
about what we’re saying.” For that pro-
cess to conclude successfully, however,

significant follow-through will be
required in an era when the percentage
of weekly Mass-goers continues to
decline.

E G Y P T

Church Follows
Unrest With
Concern 

hurch leaders watched the
unfolding political drama in
Egypt with a mixture of hope

for reform and concern over potential
violence, said the head of the
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land.
Pierbattista Pizzaballa, O.F.M., said
on Jan. 30 that the unrest that has
weakened the 30-year rule of Egypt’s
President Hosni Mubarak came as a
surprise to Catholics in the region.
“We all sense that these are epochal

changes. None of us would have imag-
ined these kinds of developments a few
months ago,” Father Pizzaballa said.
“This means that there are currents,
especially in the Arab world, that
now have found visible expres-
sion. This is certainly a positive
sign, but it’s also worrying
because we don’t know how all
this will end,” he said. Mubarak’s
opponents include both radical
and moderate Muslim groups,
and it is unclear who might
assume power if the president
resigns. Father Pizzaballa said he
hoped that “respect for religious
minorities will be preserved” in
Egypt.
Francesco Zannini, who

teaches at the Pontifical Institute
for Arabic and Islamic Studies in
Rome, said the situation in
Egypt reflected the weakening

political power of Arab leaders who
have ruled as “monarchs” but who are
threatened by changes brought by glob-
alization. In Egypt, it was unclear
whether the momentum of the unrest
was great enough to bring lasting
reforms, Zannini said. One big ques-
tion, he said, was whether Mohamed
ElBaradei, an opposition leader and
Nobel Peace Prize-winner, had the
capacity to govern Egypt. Zannini said
that although Islamic extremists had
begun to join the protests in Egypt, he
doubted they will ever present a govern-
ing alternative there. According to
Zannini, radical Islam was losing influ-
ence among the populations of the
Middle East.
The Rev. Justo Lacunza Balda, for-

mer rector of Rome’s Pontifical
Institute for Arabic and Islamic
Studies, said police and military offi-
cials will not be able to stop demon-
strators in Egypt or other Arab coun-
tries. “Ordinary people cannot tolerate
any more the appalling conditions of
human degradation in which they live.
They say, ‘Enough is enough’ and
believe that they have nothing to lose.”

Anti-government protesters take to the streets
during mass demonstrations in Alexandria,
Egypt, on Feb. 2. 

C
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dent, said the church must “speak with
one voice” against the “increasing polit-
ical and social pressures that are trying
to force the church to compromise her
principles,” including “the problem of
illegitimate government intrusion in
our health care ministries.” Sister
Keehan later said she was not aware
that the U.S.C.C.B. intended to make
the exchange of letters public. The
C.H.A. and the U.S.C.C.B. took
opposing stands on whether the health
reform bill passed last March would
adequately protect against the possi-
bility of federal funding of abortion.

State of the Sisters
Women entering religious orders
today are highly educated and active in
parish ministries, according to a recent
survey conducted by the Georgetown

University-based Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate. The 2010
profession class of women religious
was more diverse by race and ethnici-
ty than the U.S. population of women
religious in general. Six in 10 identi-
fied themselves as white; one in five as
Asian and one in 10 as Hispanic. Six
percent were African-American or
African. The average age of these new
women religious was 43. Nearly six in
10 entered religious life with at least a
bachelor’s degree, 25 percent with a
graduate degree. Four in 10 partici-
pated in a youth group before entering
religious life. Eighty-five percent had
ministry experience before entering
their religious institute, most com-
monly in liturgical ministry, faith for-
mation or social service.

More than 210,000 people worldwide con-
tract Hansen’s disease each year, even though
it is preventable, Archbishop Zygmunt
Zimowski, president of the Pontifical
Council for Health Care Ministry, reported
on World Leprosy Day ( Jan. 30). • South
African Catholics prayed for the recovery of
the 92-year-old anti-apartheid hero Nelson
Mandela after he returned home following treatment for a respira-
tory infection. • Catholic missionaries are ready to set up faith com-
munities in Bhutan after the predominantly Buddhist and Hindu
country announced on Jan. 27 that it would accept the registration of
Christians for the first time. • It is “unacceptable” to evangelize with-
out addressing the urgent problems of poverty, injustice and oppres-
sion, Pope Benedict XVI said in a message released on Jan. 25 in
preparation for World Mission Sunday next October • The Italian
inventor Onorio Frati has devised an “electronic rosary,” a pocket-
size egg-shaped gadget. • Catholic Relief Services’ international staff
and their families in Cairo, Egypt, were evacuated to Jordan on Jan.
31 as pro-democracy demonstrations continued.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

N E W S B R I E F SShell Oil Angers Bishop
Archbishop John Olorinfemi
Onaiyekan of Abuja, Nigeria, is urging
Shell Oil to act in “an environmentally
sustainable way.” He said, “Shell
should not do in the Niger Delta what
it would not do in the North Sea.” The
archbishop’s protests drew the atten-
tion of European human rights
groups, which have filed official com-
plaints against the oil giant with the
Dutch and British governments. In the
1990s, Shell acknowledged that much
of the oil pollution in the Niger Delta
was due to the company’s own failures.
Human rights groups say that now,
however, the company blames sabo-
tage by communities and criminals for
most of the problem, citing misleading
figures that purport to show as much
as 98 percent of oil spills are caused by
sabotage. When spills are classified as
due to sabotage, Shell has no liability,
under Nigerian law, with respect to
compensation for damage done to
people or their livelihoods.

C.H.A. President Affirms
Bishop’s Role
In an exchange of letters with the pres-
ident of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, the head of the
Catholic Health Association has
affirmed that the local bishop is the
“authoritative interpreter” of the ethi-
cal and religious directives that guide
Catholic health care. Carol Keehan, a
member of the Daughters of Charity
who is president and chief executive
officer of the C.H.A., said her organi-
zation “has a sincere desire to work
with the church and individual bish-
ops to understand as clearly as possible
clinical issues and bring the majesty of
the church’s teaching to that.” In
response, Archbishop Timothy M.
Dolan of New York, U.S.C.C.B. presi-

Buddha in Bhutan

From CNS and other sources. 



and violence by religious minorities
trying to protect their communities
and beliefs. Daniel Philpott, a political
scientist at the University of Notre
Dame, identifies two important vari-
ables related to whether religions will
aid war or peace: differentiation and
political theology—in other words,
institutions and ideas. Where religious
freedom is secure, state and religious
institutions are autonomous, separate

and draw on their own
sources of authority,
and peace is likely.
Neither party uses vio-
lence to subdue the
other, and minority reli-
gious groups are like-
wise secure from repres-
sion, so they also do not
seek violent redress.
When state and reli-
gious authority overlap
or are merged, trouble

begins. Even if the merger is consensu-
al, if the political ideas of the state reli-
gion are intolerant or exclusionary of
other traditions, conflict ensues, as
other religious groups seek protection
from repression.
The pope is right in noting that

religious freedom is a security issue,
and that peace depends upon it. The
U.S. government has done more than
most, issuing annual reports on the
state of religious freedom in every
country. This is an important contri-
bution. But the United States has spe-
cial responsibilities in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Christians in Iraq are
now worse off than they were before
the U.S. invasion and occupation,
under the regime of Saddam Hussein.
The United States must do more than
issue reports to build peace. 

hy does Pope Benedict
XVI’s message for the
2011 World Day of Peace

focus on “religious freedom as the path
to peace”? The connection might not
seem immediately obvious. Religious
liberty is often thought of as a human
rights concern, not a security issue. 
It is both. There are currently major

armed conflicts in 16 locations in the
world, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute.
Major armed conflicts are the world’s
worst wars, those in which over 1,000
people were directly killed by combat-
ants in the preceding year. 
Nine of those 16 places where the

world’s worst wars rage are countries
that are among the world’s worst viola-
tors of religious freedom: Sudan,
Pakistan, Iraq, Myanmar (Burma),
Afghanistan, Somalia, India, Turkey
and Sri Lanka. Each year the U.S.
Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom reports on the coun-
tries where religious freedom is either
violated or not adequately protected
by the state. 
Two more of those major armed

conflicts have major religious dimen-
sions, in the Philippines and Israel.
Even though the state does not offi-
cially persecute in these cases (and
these countries are not on any of the
commission’s watch lists), religious
minorities often describe themselves
as feeling persecuted. They are allowed
to worship, but they feel their religious
affiliation is part of the cause of their

second-class citizenship.
The Global Peace Index ranks the

peacefulness of a country by a variety of
measures beyond major armed con-
flicts, including violent demonstrations,
political instability, number of people in
jail, homicides and size of internal secu-
rity forces. All of the five least peaceful
countries and a majority of the 10
worst-scoring countries on the Global
Peace Index are also among the coun-
tries with the world’s poor-
est records of religious free-
dom. Conversely, all of the
world’s 30 most peaceful
countries have good records
for religious freedom, and
none are on any of the reli-
gious freedom watch lists.
The 2010 Human Security
Report notes that “Four of
the world’s five deadliest
conflicts—in Iraq, Afghan-
istan, Pakistan and Soma-
lia—involve Islamist insurgents,” who
reject religious freedom.
Is it merely a coincidence that war-

ring countries repress religious free-
dom while peaceful countries do not?
No. In academia we note that correla-
tion is not causation, and violence is
usually overdetermined. Wars and vio-
lence have many causes—routinely
economic and political, at times inten-
sified by religious factors. The prob-
lem is not religion per se, which is nei-
ther always peaceful nor always vio-
lent. The question is: Under what con-
ditions will what sorts of religions aid
peace or war? Religious freedom is key. 
Where states repress religious

groups, violence often ensues—vio-
lence by the state against religious
minorities, violence by majority groups
who take their cues from state policy

Faith and Freedom
W

Religious
freedom is a

security
issue, and

peace
depends 

on it.
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MARYANN CUSIMANO LOVE professor of
international relations at The Catholic
University of America in Washington, D.C.,
was a Crapa Fellow at the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom during
her sabbatical leave in 2010.

MARYANN CUSIMANO LOVE
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Traders receive Communion at the stock market in Manila, the Phillippines.
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ver a lifetime, work is the single most energy- and time-
consuming pursuit of most adults today, for both men
and women. Work, whether paid or unpaid, is also a
source of identity, community, creativity and meaning
for many. The phrase meaningful work has been used to

describe socially redemptive jobs like social work, church work and
health care, as well as government, science and engineering jobs that
attempt to solve social problems. But the term can be misleading. For
honest work itself has meanings that go beyond the economic neces-
sity to support oneself, one’s family and the local economy. Work
develops and hones skills, builds character, frames time and sets up a
public rhythm. Work challenges assumptions and faith. 
How, exactly, does work intersect with faith? The particularities

may depend on the work itself. 
We have asked practicing Catholics across a variety of fields to

describe briefly how they regard their faith and their work when they
consider them together. What is the interplay between the two? In
what ways has their faith influenced their work—perhaps strength-
ened certain decisions they have made, governed relationships with
clients or co-workers, been instrumental in their very choice of what
work to do, given them tenacity and hope, shaped their positive view
of the work they do?  Just as important is this twin consideration: In
what ways has their work influenced their faith—perhaps caused
them to understand some particular tennet, sparked certain ques-
tions or reflections, enabled them to see in their very own lives some
contemporary application of biblical truths or ancient Christian wis-
dom?
In this, America’s annual vocation issue, we present the first in an

occasional series of short pieces that will feature workers’ thoughtful
reflections. We invite readers to tell us about their own experiences
of faith and work. The Editors

O

February 14, 2011 America 11

Catholics 
At Work



Broadcasting Faith
No teleprompting necessary
BY WILLIAM F. BAKER

reaking into a career in television would have been
impossible for me without the intellectual and emo-
tional support of my religion. Summoning the

courage to speak freely and truthfully to political officials,
corporate leaders and television stars is much easier when
you remember that everybody is equal in the eyes of God.
That mixture of humility and courage
has been present whenever my faith and
my working life have intersected.
There were times when being a

Catholic in the television business gave
me an extra, though necessarily private,
sense of pride in my work. In a television
studio about a mile from ground zero on
Sept. 12, 2001, my friend Msgr. Jim
Lisante was a guest of Bill Moyers on a
live national broadcast. Bill had invited
religious leaders into the studio to dis-
cuss the moral and spiritual ramifica-
tions of the terrorist attacks. Monsignor
Lisante was sitting next to a rabbi, who
had just cited an Old Testament text
calling for “an eye for an eye.” When he
was asked what the Catholic tradition
taught in the face of such aggression,
Monsignor Lisante looked right into the
camera and said, “Forgiveness.” For any-
body who remembers the climate of fear and rage that per-
vaded the country during those weeks, Monsignor Lisante’s
courage is something to be deeply proud of.
If my faith has sometimes enriched my work, it has also

occasionally made it more difficult. About 20 years ago, I
had to decide whether to broadcast a film called “Stop the
Church,” about members of the gay rights
group Act Up, which disrupted Mass and
desecrated the host at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral on Fifth Avenue. Though I
supported and still support the struggle
of gay people for dignity and equality, I
found the actions of the protesters in the film deeply offen-
sive. But like the other Catholics I have known who work in
media, I kept the private covenant of my faith separate from
the public duties of my job. As a Catholic I found abhorrent
what as a journalist I was morally obligated to bring before
the independent judgment of the public. So the film ran on

New York’s PBS station. This made a lunch I had with my
friend Cardinal John O’Connor, at his residence near St.
Patrick’s some months later, rather tense. I asked him about
forgiveness, and he asked me about righteous indignation.
We never mentioned it again and remained friends.
I’ve been surprised at times how little even the most edu-

cated people in American society understand about the
importance of religion in this world. So when Bob
Abernathy approached me about producing the television
show “Religion & Ethics Newsweekly,” I was a strong sup-
porter, even when the head of the programming department
said it was “illegal on PBS because of the separation of
church and state.” Clearly education was needed.

Throughout my career, the spiritual vocabulary of the
church has given me a big advantage. It has shown me how
to see my work sacramentally, as the outward sign of an
inward, if not grace, then purpose. Abundant purpose sus-
tains a person or a company when money may not be as
abundant. My successes as a manager in the media business,

and specifically in the not-for-profit media
business, came because I persistently kept
the inner justifications for my work in
view, whether times were good or bad.
And I always encouraged my employees to
do the same. 

Since retiring from WNET-TV, I have enjoyed the bless-
ing of bringing my work and my faith closer together. I am
producing a feature film called “Sacred,” about the deep con-
nections between Islam, Judaism and Christianity. I have
also accepted a position on the faculty of Fordham, New
York’s Jesuit university. Surrounded there by a community
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sustained by the faith that has sustained me for so long, I
feel very much at home.

WILLIAM F. BAKER, president emeritus of the Educational Broadcast-
ing Corporation, parent company of WNET-TV and WLIW-TV, where
he served for 20 years as chief executive officer, is journalist-in-residence
at Fordham University and holds the Claudio Aquaviva Chair at its
Graduate School of Education.

Business Plan
Bringing best practices to the church
BY KERRY A. ROBINSON

have the best job in the world. And I never saw it com-
ing. Seven years ago, heartbroken over the sexual abuse
crisis in the Catholic Church, I visited my spiritual direc-

tor yearning to lend myself to a meaningful, life-giving pur-
suit. She suggested that as a prayerful discipline every day for
a month, I open myself to the world of possibility while going
about the hectic demands of full-time work and motherhood. 
Fortified by her wisdom, I flew to Memphis for a board

meeting of Catholic philanthropic
foundations and received the answer
to my prayers in the person of Geoff
Boisi, to whom I offered my services.
He later became the founding chair of
the National Leadership Roundtable
on Church Management and invited
me to be its first director.
Our network is made up of senior

executive leaders from all sectors and
industries. These thoughtful, generous
men and women—ordained, religious
and lay—are chief executive officers,
presidents, executive directors, gener-
als and major religious superiors. They
are people of profound faith and
accomplishment. All Catholic, they
come together to help the church
respond positively to complex, con-
temporary and temporal challenges.
Our work is neither easy nor expedi-
ent. Daily we contemplate the manage-
rial, fiscal, administrative, personnel,
communications and public relations
challenges facing church leaders. 
How? When church leaders ask for help, we respond

rapidly with advice, programs and personnel. A bishop from
the Midwest, for example, contacted the Leadership

Roundtable and explained that the diocese’s pastors and lay
leaders could benefit from greater managerial, financial and
human resource expertise. The leaders’ proactive approach
allowed us to help the diocese implement the Roundtable’s
Standards for Excellence, 55 concrete measures to ensure
that Catholic parishes, dioceses and nonprofits are operat-
ing within accepted best practices. (A recent Carnegie-
Notre Dame study confirmed that this local church is now
run more efficiently and effectively, and pastors report the
advantage of having a credible roadmap to guide their man-
agerial responsibilities.)
We also assist with leadership formation through the

Pastor’s Toolbox, a weeklong Harvard Business School-
style seminar that equips new pastors with tools for effective
management. And when the Great Recession threatened
church assets, we convened economic leaders and bishops, a
collaboration that led to two national initiatives: coordinat-
ed procurement to save money and pooled investment to
increase assets. 
There is no question that my faith—in possibility, in the

church, in God’s providence—brought me to this role.
Every day I try to honor this gift by remembering its gene-
sis in vocational discernment and the blessing of meeting
Geoff Boisi and our many inspiring colleagues.

When you love something, like
the church, you come to know it
intimately and see it at its best and
at its most ignoble. A close priest
friend reminds me that it is harder
to hold on to one’s faith the closer
one gets to the center of power.
There is an irony involved: more
care of one’s own inner life of faith
must be taken when one works
daily in service to the church. What
we witness at times (arrogance,
fear, control, clericalism, medi-
ocrity, vitriol between the left and
right, lack of mercy, distrust) can
challenge faith. But it is a challenge
my colleagues and I have come to
embrace. We commit ourselves to
being the church we want to see, to
remembering what it is we love
most about the church, to serving
in a manner that is positive, solu-
tion-oriented and faithful.
To accomplish our mission, we

hold ourselves to high standards.
We seek the best and brightest Catholic leaders, from the
church and secular arenas, and assemble them to collaborate
on ways to strengthen the church. Recently, when we sought
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Kerry A. Robinson with Prime Minister Tony
Blair at the 2009 Leadership Roundtable annu-
al meeting, at which Blair offered a keynote
address.
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to provide communications expertise to lay and ordained
church leaders, we turned to Tony Blair, former prime min-
ister of the United Kingdom, and Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas,
then vice president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. 
As Christian stewards, we believe that to complain and

refuse to be part of the solution is to be complicit. As bap-
tized Catholics, we are active, grateful participants, engaged
in the life of the church while attending to its temporal
needs. We meet for liturgy and begin in prayer. We remem-
ber how much can be accomplished when nobody cares who
gets the credit. We follow guiding principles and maxims
that are deeply Catholic: Trust in providence; banish cyni-
cism; extend the benefit of the doubt; be on the lookout for
grace; be joyful.
Catholics in the United States have attained education,

affluence, influence and executive leadership, which allows
for unprecedented lay expertise, support and leadership in
service to the church. 
I no longer know if it is my work that nurtures a rich,

earthy, vibrant inner life of faith or my faith that inspires
and sustains my passionate commitment to serve the
church. Either way, it makes for a great day job. 

KERRY A. ROBINSON is executive director of the National Leadership
Roundtable on Church Management.
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he Italian Hospital is nestled at the crest of a
steep rise overlooking the city of Al-Karak,
Jordan, surrounded by the remnants of a cru-
sader castle, its crumbling walls a reminder in
sandstone of the region’s many conflicts.

From this vantage point raids were once launched on pass-
ing Muslim caravans. On the roof of the hospital’s adjoining
convent at dusk, Alessandra Fumagalli, C.M.S., leans along

the parapet. Before her a purple and rust sunset breaks the
line of a mountain in the near distance; the fading light falls
across the small houses and scrub desert below. Far to the
west, the sunset sparkles across the surface of the Dead Sea.
Sister Alessandra surveys the sleepy valley a moment. “At
night all the homes on the hillside light up,” she says. “It’s so
beautiful, it looks like Christmas. You can see why Jesus
wanted to be born here.”

Sister Alessandra’s perspective is indeed beautiful, but
the view is hardly the only compensation she derives from
her work among the poor in Karak and its surrounding vil-
lages, so far from her native Italy. She describes her mission
as a satisfying, silent evangelization of doing, for and among
her Muslim neighbors. Like the crusaders before them, this
handful of Comboni sisters keeps watch over the people of
Karak, but they offer an altogether different Christian pres-

ence among their Muslim
neighbors.
Christians are only a tiny

percentage of Jordan’s popula-
tion, but Sister Alessandra
says it is important to her to
live in Jordan. “People from
Europe and the United States
are surprised to see Muslims
and Christians living and
working together, [but] this is
even the aim of our operation,
why we love to be here. Not
only to provide health care,
but to show that we can live
together.” Her work speaks
about God without speaking
about God, she says. Six other
sisters join Sister Alessandra
in keeping the hospital going,
as other Comboni sisters
before them have done since
1934. 
Though it is open for pret-

ty much any medical emergency, the Italian Hospital’s scarce
space is devoted primarily to two of Karak’s most pressing
needs: Women from the neighboring villages come to the
hospital to have their children, and many come for treat-
ment for kidney issues related to the region’s poor drinking
water and haphazard use of drugs that elsewhere require a
prescription or are otherwise controlled.
The Italian Hospital has just 38 beds, but more than

1,000 babies a year are born there. How is this possible?
Rapid turnover. Sister Alessandra says women can expect

Jordan’s Sisterhood
Three communities of sisters offer solace and support in troubled times.
BY KEVIN CLARKE

KEVIN CLARKE is an associate editor of America.

T
Sister Alessandra at Al-Karak
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about two hours for recovery after a normal delivery and 24
hours after a caesarian, then it is off to home to make room
for the next birthing mother or broken arm. Sister
Alessandra says if the hospital had more beds, the new
mothers could have more time to recover. We need more
money, she flatly tells visitors; we need more room; we need
a new maternity ward, better dialysis facilities, new medical
equipment of all sorts. Amman, where the sick or injured
can find an M.R.I. machine or a specialist, is 130 kilometers
away. She wants to bring those services closer to the people
of Karak. “People wait weeks to see a doctor,” she explains. 
“In some way I have to find all the money to do this,”

Sister Alessandra says. She seems more than up to the chal-
lenge. “I applied to the Vatican [for financial help],” Sister
says. “I said, ‘If you want our presence here, you need to sup-
port us.’” The Pontifical Mission for Palestine has helped,
but much more is required. The hospital gets by on support
from the mission and from donors in Europe and the
United States through the Catholic Near East Welfare
Association. But its patients are also expected to help keep
the doors open. “Who can pay, will pay,” says Sister
Alessandra in a charming, slightly fractured English. “But it
is a very low price,” she rushes to clarify.

Out of Zarqa
Babies and young mothers crowd the hallways and small
examination rooms of the Mother of Mercy Clinic in the
sprawling Palestinian refugee camp of Zarqa. It is Monday,
vaccination day, and a line of mostly young mothers with
small children in tow threads along the corridors and out
the door. Like babies everywhere, the infants and toddlers in
this small health center smile shyly at strangers and find
ways to amuse themselves until the needles appear and the
screaming begins. Mercifully, it is over quickly and the kids
and their mothers are out the door or off to their next
appointment. 
Established in 1949, Zarqa is one of the oldest of the 13

refugee camps for Palestinians in Jordan, though the dusty
tenement city of more than 17,000 hardly resembles any-
one’s idea of a camp at this point. As a way of insisting that
the camp is a temproary measure, there is resistance to the
creation of basic infrastructure. Even after decades and gen-
erations have passed through Zarqa, no sewer lines have
been installed. Open sanitation canals run through the mid-
dle of the streets, just one of the many health hazards con-
fronted by residents and another reason the Dominican
Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena who work here can expect
to stay busy.
Three Domincan sisters help run the clinic, which treats

about 140 patients each day. The small staff currently
includes just two harried doctors, one male, one female. In
this patriarchal society few women will agree to be treated

by a male doctor. Sister Habiba Touma, the clinic’s director,
hopes soon to hire another female physician to keep up with
demand. Every day the staff is forced to turn people away.

The sisters live near the clinic and each day pass through the
Muslim streets of the camp in their habits. Zarqa has a rep-
utation as a cauldron of Palestinian resentment—a one-
time “most wanted terrorist” in Iraq, Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi (literally “one from Zarqa”), grew up here. But the
sisters say residents treat them with respect, even affection.
There is certainly no indication of anti-Western or anti-

Christian hostility among the families visiting the clinic this
afternoon. Patients come from all around Zarqa and from
the city outside the camp. Sister Habiba says health services
to the camp residents are paltry at best and thousands
crowd the U.N.-run clinic. “This clinic is too good and too
cheap!” she says cheerfully. The clinic charges minuscule fees
for its services, but “whoever can’t afford it, that’s fine, too,”
says Sister Habiba.
The health problems of the people are manifold, many

associated with the poor conditions in the camp itself. In
addition to the general overcrowding and poor sanitation,
unregulated industrial sites have sprung up around the com-
munity, exposing the children to industrial dust and pollu-
tants. Asthma is an acute problem. Poverty among the
Palestinians here is extreme. “Malnutrition is a problem
here,” Sister Habiba says. The people also suffer from kid-
ney troubles and many congenital disabilities related to the
high rate of communal intermarriage, which persists despite
the Palestinians’ dislocation. People generally marry only
from within the village they left behind in Israel, the sisters
say, even when that village has become an increasingly dis-
tant memory.
A young man who grew up, like Abu Musab, in Zarqa

and now sells pharmacuetical supplies to the clinic inter-

Among Palestinian refugees at Mother of Mercy Clinic
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Travelers Along the Way
The Men and Women Who Shaped
My Life

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R.

In this book, Fr. Benedict shares personal stories
— always moving, sometimes surprising, and
sometimes hilarious — about the men and
women who’ve influenced him over the course
of his life. 
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Fr. Solanus Casey, who once, in Fr. Benedict’s
presence, stepped unprotected into a swarm of
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rupts Sister Habiba’s tour, excited to see a group of U.S.
journalists and eager to get a message through to America.
“Bush is a liar,” he says. “And bin Laden is the same liar.”
“A human being is a human being,” he says earnestly. “I

am a Muslim, but before Islam my
ancestors were Christians. We were
sons of Jesus and then later sons of
Mohammed. When they meet, they
will never stop crying about what is
going on,” he says.
Sister Habiba is happy to finish

the tour. She has a lot to do this after-
noon. The next day she will be return-
ing to her native Baghdad to assume a
leadership position with her order,
which will bring more difficult—and
increasingly dangerous—work to do
in this her 50th year of religious life.
The reporters are incredulous. “What
were you, 9 years old when you
joined?” one asks.
She ponders a moment. “Ten,” she

says with a laugh. “I think I was 10.”

Guests of a Nation
A young man drew a primitive outline
of a handgun and a bullet. A small
illustration like this had accompanied
a demand for $50,000 that his family received the night
before they fled Baghdad, he says. The family knew such a
message was no empty threat to Christians in Iraq. When
you receive a note like that “you must go,” he says, throwing
up his hands. “We told them, ‘Don’t kill anyone; we are leav-
ing.’” Did he know the people who were threatening him?
“Of course,” says Raed, 17 now, 11 then. They were his
neighbors. Like thousands of others, Raed escaped with his
mother and sister to Amman, where they maintain a tenta-
tive, frustrating existence, not as official refugees in Jordan
but as guests of the nation.
Chaldean Catholic families are gathered, as they are every

week, at a parish house maintained by a group of Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary in Amman. The Christians, dislocated
by years of violence or running from kidnapping or death
threats, live in densely populated neighborhoods in Amman.
They come for services and catechism offered by this small
community.
The border with Iraq is more or less open, and even the

Jordanian authorities are not certain how many Iraqis there
are in the desert kingdom. It may be as many as 500,000; a
significant percentage of the total, whatever it is, are
Christians. Though many receive a stipend from the United
Nations, the Iraqis face severe financial constraints in

Amman. Most, even those who were once people of means,
now struggle to put daily bread on the table.
“It’s very difficult” for the Iraqi Christians in Jordan,

Sister Warde-Rose Keirouz allows, but certainly preferable
to conditions back in Baghdad,
which for some could mean cer-
tain death. “Jordan is a poor
country, and it is doing what it
can.”
As “guests,” not official

refugees, the Iraqis cannot legally
work in Jordan—those who are
caught in “illegal” jobs are deport-
ed—and children cannot enroll in
state schools. “Some of our Iraqi
families have children who have
never been to school,” Sister
Warde-Rose says.
The education of this lost

refugee generation is a major pre-
occupation of a community that
once prided itself on the educa-
tional attainment of its young
people. Another concern is get-
ting out of Amman to America.
This is a dim prospect: only
6,600 Iraqi Christians of all
denominations were accepted as

refugees in 2010. A bright young woman who hopes to go
to America some day and to attend college—somehow—
reports that she has come of age in Amman, six years after
fleeing Baghdad, without once attending school.
The sisters have come to have a hand in resolving the

many settlement, employment and housing issues of the
Iraqi newcomers, finding groceries and, before the numbers
became too great, attempting to run a kind of primary
school themselves for the children. Now they try to find
donations that allow Chaldean Catholic children to attend
private schools, one less worry for their exasperated parents.
This year they found placements for 100 Iraqi children. 
“The Christians in Iraq are now just waiting for the

opportunity to leave,” Sister Warde-Rose says. “They lost
their faith; they lost their security.” They may have had
wealth; they may have had shops and property; but it has all
been left behind in Iraq.
“Only a small number plan to go back,” Sister Warde-

Rose says. “Most are hoping to go to the United States or
Europe or Canada.” Real peace and security in Iraq remains
a hoped-for outcome among the sisters and their “guests.”
“God can do miracles,” Sister Warde-Rose says. “I’m not

very optimistic, but I think our Lord can do anything.”
“We need St. Francis to help us,” she adds with a smile. A

Iraqi refugees in Amman, Jordan
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Palos Community Hospital

PRIEST CHAPLAIN/CHAPLAIN
Palos Community Hospital, located in the southwest suburbs
of Chicago, is currently seeking a full or part-time Priest
Chaplain/Chaplain to join our team. We are seeking
someone who can embrace our commitment to providing
excellent care to our patients in accordance with the Ethical
and Religious Directives for Catholic Healthcare Facilities.

Palos Community Hospital is a One of A Kind leader in health
care; and is proud to be ranked in the top 5% in the nation
in 2010 by HealthGrades® for Cardiac Care, Lung Care,
Women’s Health, G. I. Care, Patient Safety and Clinical
Excellence. In fact, Palos is one of only 20 hospitals in the
nation, and the only hospital in Illinois, to receive both the
Patient Safety Excellence Award™ and the Distinguished
Hospital Award for Clinical Excellence™ four years in a row.

The person we’re seeking for this integral member of our
Pastoral team must be a compassionate individual with
empathy for patients, family members and staff; as well as
a good listener and be able to handle/deal effectively with
people in an emergency situation, and will help others thrive
when going through life challenges. Our ideal candidate is a
graduate of an accredited college or university. Ordination to
the priesthood and/or ministry and continuing ecclesiastical
endorsement by the bishop of the dioceses/religious order
is required. Certification with the National Associate of
Catholic Chaplains is preferred.

If you, or someone you know, would be an asset to us
providing the best in compassionate care to our community,
we look forward to hearing from you. Please contact
Holly Brasher, our Human Resources Specialist at
708-923-4878 or at HBrasher@PalosComm.org to
discuss the opportunity further.

PALOS IS
One of a Kind.
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be. Through distance education, 
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t was the first weekend of Masses
for the new pastor, the Rev. Tony
Zimmer. The priest had just

arrived at St. Anthony on the Lake in
Pewaukee, Wis., a suburb 20 miles
from the heart of Milwaukee. I knew
Father Zimmer from his previous
parish, had always enjoyed his humor
and style of presiding and attend-
ed one of the Masses that
day. I suspected his first
homily at St. Anthony
parish would not disap-
point. 
At the start of the

homily, Father Zimmer
thanked everyone for
granting him the
privilege of being the
new pastor. He men-
tioned that the parishioners of his
previous parish, St. Charles Borromeo,
had given him a wonderful sendoff.
“They gave me a present,” he added.
“Do you want to see it?” The congrega-
tion responded with a resounding yes.
He stepped away from the ambo and
picked up a bright red apron. 
“Kind of like Christmas all over

again,” Father Zimmer remarked as he
put the red apron over his green vest-
ments and walked around in front of
the large gathering. His name was
written at the top of the apron, and in
the middle were the initials of St.
Charles Borromeo parish. What was
difficult for many in the congregation
to see from afar was that the rest of the

Putting on the Apron

I
BY THOMAS P. SWEETSER
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space was filled with parishioners’
names and parting messages.
“How many here have put on an

apron recently?” asked Father Zimmer.
Many, both women and
men, raised their hands.
“Putting on an apron is
serious business,” he con-
tinued. “It means that you
are about to do some-
thing important. An
apron is like a uni-
form—a uniform
denoting service,
doing some-
thing special

for others. That is
why I value this gift so

much. The people from
my last parish were telling
me that I had been their ser-

vant leader for the last 10 years. And
that is what I want to be for you as
well.” 
He continued: “But I can’t do this

alone. We all have to put on our
aprons and roll up our sleeves to pre-
pare the meals and liturgies and
lessons and visits and what-all for
others. I need you. We are all servant
leaders here together—
servants of our God and
servants to others. This
is the same God who, on
the night before he died,
put on a kind of
apron—that’s how I read the towel
around his waist—and got down on
his knees to serve his friends and fol-
lowers. Imagine that! That’s the kind
of God we have. And we must do the
same.

“There is a song that sums this up
well. I’ll sing the first verse and you
pick up on the second,” he instructed,
referring the congregation to their
missalettes. Then he began to sing
Richard Gillard’s “The Servant Song”:
“Will you let me be your servant,/ Let
me be as Christ to you;/ Pray that I
may have the grace to/ Let you be my
servant, too.” 
The congregation took his lead and

sang all the verses. It was difficult for
me to do much singing, however,
because of the emotion of the
moment. As I looked around, I could
see others smiling, also moved by the
experience. 
Such a simple gesture all this

“putting on the apron” was, but a pro-
found expression of what it means to
be a pastor. And the priest extended
Christ’s genuine invitation to all pre-
sent in that church. 
At the conclusion of the homily

Father Zimmer took off the bright red
apron, put it back on the stand and
told the congregation, “We have a bap-
tism today.” He gestured toward the
child who had been brought forward.
“Hopefully young Lucas will grow up

with this same
attitude of ser-
vice.” As the
baptismal rite
continued, I
thought of the

white garment to be placed on the
child: It could well be an apron. It
might take a lifetime to grow into, but
this is a beginning. And this child has
a strong, willing faith community to
show him how.

FAITH IN  FOCUS

THOMAS P. SWEETSER, S.J., is director of
the Parish Evaluation Project, Milwaukee,
Wis.
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ON THE  WEB
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas 

on ministering to victims in Tucson. 
americamagazine.org
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“Funny, inspiring, practical, and wise. 

   The spiritual genius of St. Ignatius Loyola 
   is made accessible and useful.”

—Ron Hansen, author of Mariette in Ecstasy and Exiles

“ James Martin has done it again—written a book about a 
 profound subject with uncanny insight, down-to-earth yet  
 sparkling writing, and great humor.  Jesuit spirituality and  
 real life are very well served by this book.”

—William A. Barry, SJ, author of 
The Practice of Spiritual Direction

 From the author of My Life with the Saints

7.125 x 4.5 ad for America Magazine  |  HarperOne                                     Rose de Heer Design  rose@rosedeheerdesign.com

Over $8 billion in annual grants by private foundations

1,189 funding sources – private, corporate, and religious

410 new entries

International Catholic grantmakers

the 

Catholic
Funding 
Guide



26 America February 14, 2011
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Critics Circle Award, was suffering
acute aphasia as the result of a stroke.
Jim Dwyer, the New York Times
columnist, movingly recounted how
Ms. Ponsot was groping not only for
vocabulary but for order and place-
ment and usage—in a word, for syn-
tax. Her attempts to reclaim speech by
going back “to the earliest thing I ever
knew by heart,” the Lord’s Prayer,
ended only in frustration. 
I am haunted by the image of Ms.

Ponsot struggling to order her words. I
have admired her work since first
encountering it over a decade ago. For
years two of her poems have been
pinned to my bulletin board—a rare
honor, as space is limited there and lit-
erature must compete with the detri-
tus of managing a household. There is
“Rain All Night” from 1999, included
in the collection Springing (Knopf ),
with its thrilling admixture of danger
and hope: 

On the road home the tide is rising.

Riding the road-tide is dangerous
but it’s not safe to stand still. 
Hang on the verge & you drown.
I’m going along for the ride.
I may see more riders further on.
Drowning must wait till I get there
and who knows who might be waiting 
with a flash-light, a thermos,
even a raft or a canoe.

Next to it is a more recent poem,
“The Tree Says,” which originally
appeared in Commonweal. Its enjamb-
ments imbue the poem with a lovely,
spreading generosity: The tree says:
“How to love: put down strong roots./
Be slow to rise. Study the turn of
light/ before you ramify so that new
shoots/ do not obscure old. Tolerate
the flight/ of birds you welcomed....” 

fter Stroke, a Poet Hunts for
the Language Lost,” ran a
headline in The New York

Times last summer. The 89-year-old

poet Marie Ponsot, who raised seven
children on her own, published six vol-
umes of poetry, translated a myriad of
books and won the National Book
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Marie Ponsot in New York City, 2003

I D E A S |  EL IZABETH K IRKLAND CAHILL

OUR WORDS AND OUR SELVES
Marie Ponsot and the rediscovery of language
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What must it be like for a woman
who has deployed words with such
sparkling sensitivity to have to scrab-
ble for syntax? Syntax is defined in my
Latin Prose Composition handbook as
“the various classes or headings, under
which all words used in speaking or
writing may be arranged.” Syntax
undergirds written works as divergent
as Mark Antony’s stirring eulogy in
Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar” and the
instructions on an income tax form.
Syntax is what Mr. Dwyer correctly

characterizes as “a tool more funda-
mental to human existence than the
wheel.”
It is fundamental to the spiritual

life, too. For me, words and their
arrangement have always been an
essential component of religious expe-
rience. The prayers that touch me
most deeply, that create in me a sense
of the holiness and apartness of God,
are marked not only by a judicious and
sensitive choice of words but by their
artful construction as well. Cadence,

repetition, pairing and
word order—these are
the grace notes of
prayer, the forces that
transform spoken peti-
tions and thanksgiv-
ings into music. 
As a little girl grow-

ing up in the Episcopal
Church, I absorbed
the richness of expres-
sion that is the great
Anglican heritage,
confessing my sins in
Morning Prayer:
“Almighty and most
merciful Father, we
have erred and strayed
from thy ways like lost
sheep, we have fol-
lowed too much the
devices and desires of
our own hearts....”
As an adult

Catholic convert, I
have migrated toward
St. Patrick and the
plethora of preposi-
tions that adorn his
breastplate: “Christ be
with me, Christ within
me, Christ behind me,
Christ before me....” 
And I echo St.

Ignatius Loyola in his
entreaties to the Lord:
“Teach me to serve
you as you deserve:/
To give and not to

count the cost,/ To fight and not to
heed the wounds,/ To toil and not to
look for rest,/ To labor and not to ask
for reward/ Save that of knowing I am
doing your will.”
But my personal favorite (author

unknown), which I pray daily, is this
prayer:

O Lord, forgive what I have been, 
sanctify what I am, 
and order what I shall be.

To me, this little tricolon limns a
perfect arc of prayer. It begins in the
past, with an examination of con-
science, spurring me to reflect on where
I have fallen short (“forgive what I have
been”). It proceeds to the present, with
a plea for God to bless my current cir-
cumstances, helping me make peace
with my imperfect self (“sanctify what I
am”). Finally, it flows into the future
with its call for trust in God, gently
exhorting me to place myself in the
hands of God (“order what I shall be”).
The syntax of such a prayer, winging
through past and present toward the
future, has the capacity to direct a pil-
grim’s progress, to illumine the salutary
path. The ordering of the words both
creates and reflects the way we might
order our spiritual selves and may per-
haps, just perhaps, propel us toward
the kingdom of heaven. 
Several years ago, during a visit to

the Liberty Science Center in Jersey
City, N.J., I foolishly entered what was
then called the “Touch Tunnel.” This
is a maze of black tunnels utterly
devoid of light (and, it seemed, of air).
The idea is that, deprived of the sense
of sight, bereft of familiar visual mark-
ers, the tunnel traveler will rely on the
other senses—smell, hearing and
touch—to find the way back to light
and life. It looked manageable from the
outside, and I did not want to appear
timid in front of my children, so in I
went. For what seemed like hours I
groped in the darkness, thoroughly
disoriented and increasingly certain
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A LOOK IN THE CAVE
abstract from a medical encyclopedia

“The brain dwells in a cranial cave,

prefers few neighbors, most often will pretend

that no one is home; has a chronic

illness, meta-cathexis, a psychic

continuum of disembodied energy

which floats above the particle world,

in layman terminology, desire; exhibits

a joie de loquacity infrequently, partially,

preferring instead the silence common

to creatures of habitual solitude, those

that have fear of the light; is the soul’s

pharmacist, dispensing alternate doses

of adrenalin and gossip, chemical impulses

which cause the pale locomotive of the body

to toss and turn; often sleeps under a quilt

of delusion, a random patchwork of truth

and fiction, a blanket of dreams and wishes;

has been rumored on occasion to speak

in calm low tones of a high far place…” 

D O N A L D  B E L L

DONALD BELL lives in Spokane, Wash., and works in the
food distribution industry. 



Kunstler sets his tale in and around
the small upstate New York communi-
ty of Union Grove, whose inhabitants
suffer symptoms of what might be
called “post-apocalypse stress disor-
der,” such as impotence, religious hys-
teria and a propensity for robbery and
homicidal violence. The novel centers
upon 11-year-old Jasper Copeland,
whose puppy is killed near the outset
of the novel, provoking him to an act
of vengeance, after which he decides he
must flee town and family. There is
certainly a disproportion between
global disaster and the death of a
puppy, but Kunstler’s plot needs a pre-
cipitating cause for the 11-year-old to
abandon home and family for a life on
the road that will unfold as a coming-
of-age story. 
Anyone who has shivered his or

her way through Cormac McCarthy’s
novel The Road, which also featured a
young boy traveling through a post-
apocalyptic landscape, will recognize
several of the conventions Kunstler
uses. Jasper enters abandoned houses
that harbor terrible secrets. He
encounters highway bandits, includ-
ing a particularly nasty 20-year-old
sociopath named Billy Bones. And he
stumbles upon the occasional life-sav-
ing food sources and helpful
strangers. 
Somewhat paradoxically Kunstler

imagines the traumas and tribulations
of the future as leading us back to a
kind of Golden Age, when people lived
off local gardens, bartered for goods
and really knew their neighbors.
Kunstler’s foreboding sense of the
future thus contrasts with this nostal-
gia for a pre-automobile age. Also, lin-
guists should be warned: many of the
21st-century residents of Union Grove
speak in a throwback, cowboy-like
dialect peppered with words like ding-
dang, goldurn and lookit. This does not
seem to be a step forward for the
English language. 
For at least one character, the

town’s minister, Loren Holder, the

that I would suffocate on my own ter-
ror before I found the way out. As it
was for Dante’s pilgrim in the opening
of Inferno, so it was for me: la diritta
via era smarrita, the straight way was
lost. To misplace
one’s sense of syn-
tax, to be unable to
locate the correct
pathways for words,
must be similarly
terrifying.
As the months have passed, I have

often thought about how Marie
Ponsot was doing in her efforts to
reclaim syntax. And now I hope that
God is sanctifying what she is and
ordering what she will be. I wonder
whether she has perhaps discovered an
experience of God that lies on the
other side of language, where words
cannot go. 
Language has its boundaries.

Certain emotions and experiences are
inexpressible by the human tongue,
understood only by the heart in a
wordless reality. As the poet John
Berryman wrote, upon the loss of a
beloved friend, “Nouns, verbs do not
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B O O K S |  GERALD T.  COBB

WHERE LIFE IS WEIRD

THE WITCH OF HEBRON
A World Made by Hand Novel

By James Kunstler
Atlantic Monthly Press. 336p $24

The setting of James Kunstler’s novel
is just before Halloween in an appro-
priately frightening post-apocalyptic
era after “the banking collapse, two ter-
rorist nuclear strikes, the Holy Land
War and the sharp decline in oil sup-
plies that shattered everyday life in
America.” Kunstler offers a sharply
cautionary tale, conjuring up bizarre
characters who would be right at home
in the scariest of haunted houses. As
one character puts it, “The world we

know is slipping away and something
weird is taking its place.” 
The novel itself is somewhat

weird. In his previous non-fiction
works, like The Long Emergency
(2005), Kunstler garnered praise for
raising questions about our energy
future. By shifting to fiction in his
2008 novel, A World Made by Hand,
Kunstler presumably sought to flesh
out these questions more vibrantly, as
only fiction writers can. The Witch of
Hebron certainly does have a number
of quite intense moments, but it also
suffers from implausible plot ele-
ments and flaws in the portraits of
some characters. 

exist for what I feel.” Deep grief,
extreme joy—we cannot adequately
salve or celebrate these by throwing
words at them. “The kingdom of wis-
dom,” writes the Rev. Raimon

Panikkar in A
Dwelling Place for
Wisdom, “paradoxi-
cally, can be entered
by all because it
transcends both sen-

suousness and intelligibility and takes
its seat in the mystical.” Does mysti-
cism, perhaps, begin at the point
where the sensuousness and intelligi-
bility of language leave off? 
If this is what God has ordained for

us—a journey through a dark and
wordless tunnel that leads ultimately to
an everlasting effulgence of light—then
I will go faithfully. But I cannot say I
will not miss the nouns and the verbs.

ELIZABETH KIRKLAND CAHILL, co-author
(with Joseph Papp) of Shakespeare Alive!
(Bantam, 1988) and a graduate of the Yale
Divinity School, is currently a visiting fellow
there. The poem “Rain All Night” is reprinted
from Springing with the permission of
Random House.

ON THE  WEB
Selections from Marie Ponsot’s 

poetry for America. 
americamagazine.org/pages



apocalypse has also brought with it
sexual impotence without any possi-
ble recourse to Viagra since there are
no more pharmacies. Here enters
Barbara Maglie, the “witch of
Hebron,” who uses gentleness and a
reserve of herbal aphrodisiacs to
restore Loren’s potency. Since Loren’s
ministry is somewhat ineffectual, the
doors of Union Grove are open for a
fanatical religious sect called the New
Faith Covenant Church of Jesus,
whose odd leader, Brother Jobe, seems
to have telepathic powers to induce
pain or even death in anyone who
crosses him. The matriarch of the sect
is “Precious Mother” Mary Beth
Ivanhoe, who has had visionary
seizures since age 19, when she was
hit by a sport utility vehicle, which for
Kunstler is the perfect gas-guzzling
symbol of the evils of our age. 
In Kunstler’s imagined world of the

near future, sexism makes a big come-
back. Women characters are marginal-
ized, generally cast in a servile mode or

a sexual mode. The novel’s sex scenes
are awkwardly written and may upset
the squeamish or anyone who takes

gender studies seriously, as they are
strongly skewed toward a masculine
perspective. 
The novel improbably asserts that

by observing his physician father at
work Jasper has acquired “as much
knowledge as a first-year medical stu-
dent might have in the old times.” The
pre-teen Jasper treats a man with boils,
which seems marginally plausible; but
when he later performs an emergency
life-saving surgery, all plausibility dis-
appears. Jasper is inconsistently por-
trayed throughout the novel, vacillat-
ing between the immaturity of a child
who throws tantrums over his dead
puppy to the self-awareness worthy of
a 25-year-old Hemingway character,
as when he comments, “I’m a lost
soul.” 
The novel ends with several unre-

solved issues: the body of a murder
victim is exhumed for further analysis;
two sons are missing from Union
Grove; and Jasper returns home not
much older but significantly wiser,
ready for the next chapter of his per-
sonal growth.
Kunstler has said he hopes to write

four novels in this series, to corre-
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Theology Graduate Assistantships?
Saint John’s School of Theology Seminary offers Graduate Assistantships 
to students who want to have paid, supervised experience in professional 
ministerial and theological work while earning a Master’s degree.  

In Fall 2011 there will be eight assistantships available in campus ministry, 
the Saint John’s Bible, and Youth Ministry.  Assistantships combine 15-20 
hours of work per week with three graduate courses per semester. They 
cover the majority of the cost of tuition and provide a living stipend. 

Deadline is March 1, 2011.  To apply or get more information on the  theology 
graduate assistantships, contact Natalie Perl Regan, Director of Admission, 
at  1-800-361-8318 or visit csbsju.edu/sot/GraduateAssistantships.
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instinct to survive and adapt. He also
demonstrates that the human pen-
chant for storytelling is unlikely ever
to become extinct so long as a single
human being has breath enough to
speak and strength enough to write. 

GERALD T. COBB, S.J., is associate professor
in the English department at Seattle
University in Washington State. 

is beyond wonderful: true love, terrific
campers, sensational natural beauty—
and then all hell breaks loose. Bucky’s
adoring fellow instructor Donald
Kaplow contracts polio and dies.
Groups of the campers fall ill (includ-
ing one of Marcia’s sisters), and Indian
Hill shuts down. Finally, Bucky him-
self turns out to be that rare specimen,
a healthy infected carrier, and gets
hauled off to the hospital, convinced
that he was the plague-bearer who
struck down the youngsters with
whom he had contact. He survives and
recuperates with only partial paralysis.
But in an overwhelming fit of despair,
he breaks with Marcia (who loves him
anyway and furiously rejects his rejec-
tion) and goes on to live a lonely life
working as a gas station attendant,
clerk, postal employee, whatever. His
splendid body now crippled, Cantor
marinates in misery.

So what is the
point of it all? The
key moment comes in
the final encounter
between Cantor and
the previously almost
invisible narrator of
the book, a younger
man named Arnie
Mesnikoff, who used
to be one of Bucky’s
playground kids.
Mesnikoff caught
polio too, but recov-
ered sufficiently to
marry and have both a
family and a satisfying

career as an architectural designer for
handicapped people. He is an atheist,
but an altogether happier character
than Bucky, who has been passionately
hating God because of all the children
who suffered or perished in the epi-
demic (there is an obvious parallel
between polio and the Holocaust) and
hating himself for being God’s unwit-
ting but cowardly tool.
In his culminating judgment, Arnie

writes:

spond to the seasons. There is some-
thing seasonal and nostalgic about
Kunstler’s approach to fiction about
the aftermath of civilization’s col-
lapse. He excels at writing lyric pas-
sages about nature, particularly trout
streams, which function as symbols of
nature’s beauty and freedom. His
acute pessimism about the future
coexists with his faith in the human
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PETER  HE INEGG

TRAGEDY WITHOUT A HERO
NEMESIS
By Philip Roth
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 304p $26

Spoiler alert: as J. M. Coetzee points
out in his fine piece, “On the Moral
Brink” (New York Review of Books,
10/28/10), there is no way to discuss
Philip Roth’s new novel sensibly with-
out revealing both the climax and the
conclusion. (Imagine an opening night
review of “King Lear” that ended with,
“But daughter Goneril’s rebuke of
‘your all-licensed fool’ is only the
beginning of the old man’s troubles.”)
This, the latest of four related

novellas (preceded by Everyman,
Indignation and The Humbling) is a
stripped-down fable that omits many
of Roth’s best-known features—com-
plex, convoluted characters, obsessive
sexuality and even intense Jewish eth-
nicity—to deliver a meditation that
might be labeled “The Atheist meets
the Anti-theist.”
The protagonist, Eugene “Bucky”

Cantor, is an ultra-decent, if bland
and somewhat boring 23-year-old
Frank Merriwell type, a phys. ed.
teacher spending the summer of 1944
supervising a public playground-cum-
ballfield in Newark. Given a 4-F
deferment because of his wretched
eyesight, Cantor frets because he can-
not be with his buddies fighting the

Nazis in Europe or the Japanese in the
Pacific. But life-and-death terror
comes to peaceful Newark in the form
of a polio epidemic, which soon claims
some of his charges—and a shocking
number of Jewish children in the
nearby Weequahic
district of the city.
Like everyone else
who is supposedly “in
charge,” Cantor is
helpless. He plays by
the rules, avoids over-
straining the kids,
practices meticulous
hygiene and tries to
keep up morale. But
his lovely about-to-be
fiancée and fellow
teacher Marcia begs
him to join her at her
Indian-themed Jewish
summer camp in the
Poconos, where a job has opened up
for a swimming and diving instructor
(two of Bucky’s countless athletic
skills). What to do?
Resistant at first, Bucky cites his

need to stand by his boys and care for
his widowed grandmother; but in a
momentary impulse, half-panic and
half-rebellion, he runs off to join
Marcia in a sunny, breezy mountain
Eden (while Newark broils in a non-
stop infectious heat wave). Everything



As for Bucky’s rebellion against
Him, it struck me as absurd sim-
ply because there was no need
for it. That polio epidemic
among the children of the
Weequahic section and the chil-
dren of Camp Indian Hill was a
tragedy he could not accept. He
has to convert tragedy into guilt.
He has to find a necessity for
what happens. There is an epi-
demic and he needs a reason for
it. He has to ask why. Why?
Why? That it is pointless, con-
tingent, preposterous, and tragic
will not satisfy him. …Instead he
looks desperately for a deeper
cause…and finds the why either
in God or in himself, or, mysti-
cally, mysteriously, in their
dreadful joining together as the
sole destroyer. 

Like Marcia, Arnie thinks God has
nothing to do with it; and while both
their reactions are undoubtedly
“healthier” than Bucky’s, the agony of
rigid, humorless, unironic, not-all-
that-bright “Mr. Cantor” (as Arnie
always calls him) has a sort of dumb-
heroic nobility about it. Devoid as it is
of Jewish flavor (but then the Book of
Job likewise has a wholly gentile cast of
characters), Nemesis seems to boil
down to a stark, cosmic encounter
with forces that used to be called
satanic; and as in Job, the fact that
there are no rational answers does not
mean you can do the sensible thing
and give up looking for them. Bucky
Cantor was once an extraordinary ath-
lete—the story closes with a tri-
umphant recollection of how fabu-
lously he could throw a javelin—but in
every other way he was a perfectly
ordinary person, just your basic really
nice kid turned tragic, self-destroying
failure. Blessed are the unreconciled.
Perhaps.

PETER HEINEGG is a professor of English at
Union College in Schenectady, N.Y.
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Sabbatical in Scotland
30 Anniversary Year

A Seven Week Sabbatical for
priests and religious in Perth.

Participants invariably highlight
these dimensions of our sabbatical
programme: the focus on personal
growth and inner healing, the
contemplative approach to prayer,
emphasis on a spirituality of true
self-esteem, the introduction to
Celtic studies and spirituality and
the three day pilgrimage to St.
Columba’s island of Iona. See and
enjoy Scotland.

16 May – 29 June 2011
24 October – 8 December 2011

Full details at:
www.kinnoullmonastery.org

Contact:
e-mail: copiosa@aol.com

Enroll now!
(800) 635-5987, Ext. 7500

www.smumn.edu/ipm

The Institute in Pastoral Ministries

An Experienced Pioneer   
in Pastoral Education

for 25 years
MASTER 
OF ARTS

GRADUATE 
CERTIFICATE

PROFESSIONAL 
CERTIFICATE

Pastoral Ministries
Pastoral Administration

Canon Law

Pastoral Ministries
Pastoral Administration

Affordable, accessible professional
education for deacons, lay ecclesial
ministers and priests



experience working within a parish required. Full
job description is available. Send résumé to
Search Committee at P.O. Box 380396,
Birmingham, AL 35238, or by e-mail to
stmarkrc@bellsouth.net. Respond by March 1,
2011.

Retreats
BETHANY SPIRITUALITY CENTER, Highland
Mills, N.Y, offers the annual Easter Triduum
retreat, April 21-24, and private and directed
retreats throughout the year. Margaret Silf will
direct a retreat, “At Sea With God,” June 17-24. A
ministry of the Religious of Jesus and Mary,
Bethany is conveniently located on a beautiful 78-
acre property in the foothills of the Catskills. (845)
460-3061; www.bethanyspiritualitycenter.org.

Wills
Please remember America in your will. Our legal
title is: America Press Inc., 106 West 56th Street,
New York, NY 10019.

America classified rates are per word per issue. 1-5
times: $1.50; 6-11 times: $1.28; 12-23 times: $1.23.
Ads may be submitted by e-mail to: ads@americam-
agazine.org; by fax to (928) 222-2107; by postal mail
to: Classified Department, America, 106 West 56th
St., New York, NY 10019. We do not accept ad
copy over the phone. MasterCard and Visa accept-
ed. For more information visit americamagazine.org
or call (212) 515-0102.

For Sale
ENTIRE PERSONAL LIBRARY of 4,000 volumes
for sale: multiple volumes related to patristics,
Quasten, many volumes in Ancient Christian
Writers series, Alberigo-Komanchak (five-volume
History of Vatican II). Books by or about Popes
John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul II, Benedict XVI,
many by Newman, Rahner, Küng, Congar, de
Chardin, Bultmann, Guardini, Jungmann, Häring,
McBrien, Johnson, Fiorenza, Weigel, Curran,
Neusner, Allen, Brown, Fitzmyer, Meier, entire
Anchor Bible series, Sacra Pagina series, six-vol-
ume Anchor Bible Dictionary, Martini, O’Collins,
Gutiérrez, Segundo, Boff, Shelley, McDonagh,
many others. Library is located in Manhattan and
is ready for sale at negotiable price. Contact Rev.
Aldo Tos at ajtos29@nyc.rr.com.

“SACRED SOUNDS OF SACRED HEART,” a CD
of music produced by the Adult Choir of Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish, Cambridge, Mass. The CD
is a collection of inspiring and uplifting music.
Ideal for personal prayer, meditation, parish
retreats, missions and days of recollection. Cost:
$13 plus $2 S&H. Please call (617) 547-0399, or
contact sacredheartofj@msn.com.

Positions
DIRECTOR, IGNATIAN IDENTITY PROGRAMS.
Regis High School in New York City seeks to fill
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CLASS IF IED

Joining the Salvatorian community as a Priest or Brother means you
are a part of local and global outreach that makes a real difference in
the lives of those served. Together with Sisters and Lay Salvatorians, we
create a dynamic, prayerful family united in the Savior.

See the needs? Meet them.

Got the gifts? Use them.

Want to lead? Serve them.

SALVATORIANS
Apostles for our times.

Learn more at
www.sdsvocations.com
414-258-1735, ext.104.

1129 MACKLIND AVE. • ST. LOUIS, MO 63110
An academic affiliate of Saint Louis University Medical Center

   

The Program for 
Psychology & Religion offers

Intensive Outpatient 
Program

Pioneering a mind, body and spirit  
approach to wellness for today’s 

clergy and women and men religious
OUR INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAM TREATS

For more information or to enroll, please call
The Program for Psychology & Religion

(314) 289-9407 
or toll free (877) 245-2688

(press 1, then 3)

www.slbmi.com

• Addictions
• Anxiety and stress
• Boundary violations
• Depression
• Diminishment

• Discernment
• Life transition
• Obesity
• Scrupulosity/OCD
• Chronic pain/Headache

this new position for a resource person and pro-
gram coordinator. The Director aids in the initial
mission formation of teachers and staff who may
be new to Catholic and Jesuit education, the devel-
opment of teachers as Ignatian educators before
attaining basic job security, and providing ongoing
programming for faculty and staff to sustain mis-
sion awareness and readiness. We anticipate both
excitement and the unknown in establishing this
position. Applications will be accepted through
February. Interested parties should check the com-
plete description and instructions at www.regis-
nyc.org/Ignatian.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR sought by Africa Faith
& Justice Network in Washington, D.C., office.
Details at afjn.org.

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE. St. Mark the Evangelist
Parish, a 10-year-old, growing, 850-plus family
parish, in Birmingham, Ala., seeks to add first full-
time staff member. Pastoral Associate will work
alongside pastor and staff to provide support and
guidance for pastoral ministries and be responsible
for the development of active parishioner leader-
ship that enriches our parish community. Help
identify and respond to needs of the entire congre-
gation and enthusiastically work with and support
growing youth population (from age 4 to high
school) so that they continue to grow in their
Catholic faith. Great opportunity to bring ideas
and experiences to help build a welcoming commu-
nity at St. Mark’s. A pastoral theology degree and
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Dean, School of Business Administration
Dean, School of Social Work

Chicago, IL

Loyola University Chicago, the nationʼs largest Jesuit, Catholic university
with an enrollment of almost 16,000 full-time undergraduate, graduate,

and professional students, is seeking deans to lead its Schools of Business
Administration and Social Work to higher visibility and distinction.

Under the leadership of its visionary president, Rev. Michael J. Garanzini,
SJ, Loyola University Chicago (LUC) today enjoys robust enrollments, an
outstanding reputation for the quality of its teaching, an increasing level of
excellence in research, and is in the process of surpassing a $500 million
comprehensive campaign goal.

The next Dean of the School of Business Administration will inherit an
institution with an exciting strategic plan in place, a growing international
presence, historically high enrollments at the graduate level, and full
AACSB accreditation at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.
The school is poised for the next level, with the new dean leading the
effort to secure funding for a new facility for the school.

The LUC School of Social Work is distinguished by its national reputation
for teaching and scholarship of social work practice. Its clinical
concentration has fostered strong graduate and undergraduate student
enrollments and an increasing profile for its scholarship. With its local,
national, and international presence on the ascent, the school is optimally
positioned for new leadership to inspire both students and faculty to even
higher levels of attainment.

In each case, the deanship requires a visionary and collaborative leader
of people and programs with outstanding communications and
interpersonal skills. An advanced degree is required, and an earned
doctorate is highly preferred, as is a record of teaching and scholarship
sufficient for an appointment to the faculty at the rank of full professor.
Absolutely necessary are the personal qualities and professional
experience necessary for effective internal and external advocacy,
including a strong resonance with the Jesuit, Catholic dimension of the
institution. With Chicago as a home base and the world as their
marketplace, LUCʼs Schools of Business Administration and Social Work
are ready to follow bold and visionary leadership to new heights.

Confidential review of applications will begin immediately and continue
until the positions are filled. Nominations, expressions of interest, and
applications (including a statement of application and curriculum vitae)
should be submitted via email to LUCDeanSBA@wittkieffer.com (for
Business Administration) or LUCDeanSSW@wittkieffer.com (for Social
Work). Material that must be mailed may be sent to:

Dean, School of Business Administration or
Dean, School of Social Work
Loyola University Chicago

c/o Witt/Kieffer
Attention: Dennis M. Barden/Ann A. Yates

2015 Spring Road, Suite 510
Oak Brook, IL 60523

Confidential inquiries and questions may be directed to the Witt/Kieffer
consultants supporting these searches, Dennis M. Barden at
630-575-6167 or Ann A. Yates at 651-332-2587.

Loyola University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer with a strong
commitment to hiring for our mission and promoting diversity. As a Jesuit Catholic

institution of higher education, we seek candidates who will contribute to our strategic
plan to deliver a transformative education in the Jesuit tradition. Candidates are

encouraged to consult out website to gain a clearer understanding of Loyolaʼs mission
at http://www.luc.edu/missionandidentity.shtml. Applications

from women and minority candidates are especially encouraged.

Friday, 18 March 2011
Pope Auditorium  |  Lincoln Center Campus 
Fordham University  |  113 West 60th Street 

Beginning in the 13th century, a powerful new image of  
Christ swept into the art and religious life of Western Europe: 
Jesus upright, dead but not yet resurrected. Known to modern 
art historians as the Man of Sorrows, and linked to passages 
in the Book of Isaiah, this image was developed in many 
forms by medieval, Renaissance and later artists. People now 
encounter it as just another pious image without plumbing  
its theological and artistic mysteries.   

The Fordham Center on Religion and Culture will explore 
those mysteries on Friday, March 18, 2011. The event is 
organized in conjunction with the Museum of Biblical 
Art, whose exhibit, “Passion in Venice,” features the Man of 
Sorrows in Venetian art and piety. Forum attendees receive 
complimentary passes to the exhibit.

4 p.m. The Man of Sorrows and the Dynamics of Art and Faith
What were the origins of this image, the reasons for its appeal, 
its many variations—and what does it teach us today?

MODERATOR

Gregory Waldrop, S.J., assistant professor of art history, Fordham 
University.

PANELISTS

Catherine Puglisi, professor of art history, Rutgers University,  
co-author of Passion in Venice, the exhibition’s catalogue. 
John Sawyer, professor emeritus, Universities of Newcastle upon 
Tyne and Lancaster, author of The Fifth Gospel: Isaiah in the History  
of Christianity. 
Xavier John Seubert, O.F.M., Distinguished Professor of Art and 
Theology, St. Bonaventure University.

6 p.m.  The Afterlife of the Man of Sorrows:  
From Devotion to Prophetic Protest

Keynote speaker: Lawrence Cunningham, John A. O’Brien 
Professor of Theology, University of Notre Dame, author of works 
on systematic theology, culture and spirituality.

FORDHAM CENTER ON RELIGION AND CULTURE

F R E E  A N D  O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C 

R S V P:  crcevent@fordham.edu  |   (212) 636-7347

For more information, visit www.fordham.edu/ReligCulture.

Dead or Alive?  
The Mystery of the  

Man of Sorrows
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Ottoman Empire. Certainly the
refugees have the right to return,
according to international law, and to
exercise their right to self-determina-
tion now. In the meantime, home
demolitions, the military occupation,
the checkpoints, the siege of Gaza and
so on must cease immediately. We can-
not give aid of any kind to nations that
are violating human rights or interna-
tional law. If needed, a U.N. peace-
keeping force can keep order until
details are worked out.

BENJAMIN URMSTON, S.J.
Cincinnati, Ohio

Head Off Netanyahu
“New Pressure From Israeli
Hardliners” (Signs of the Times, 1/24)
should prepare us for the likelihood
that during the U.S. presidential cam-
paign in 2012 Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu will take advan-
tage of the fear American politicians
have of the Jewish vote and decide to
”take out” the Iranian nuclear factories
or attack Hezbollah in Lebanon. This
possibility can be countered only if
Americans can overcome their fear of
being labeled anti-Semitic and contact

their representatives about their con-
cern for actions Netanyahu might take.
We have to support the Jewish peace
movement in the United States.
The impact of an Israeli attack

would cause worldwide inflation as the
flow of Saudi oil is cut off, and the
interruption of oil from Iran would
send the world into a spiral of inflation
and depression. We must make it clear
to Israel that this would end the flow
of U.S. refined petroleum, military
weapons and funding to Israel.

C. THEISEN
Bonita Springs, Fla. 

Not With My Money
I agree with “Bad Deal,” by Thomas
Massaro, S.J. (1/3), when he calls for
the increased teaching and honoring of
Catholic social teaching, special con-
cern for the poor and other value prin-
ciples. But the author’s application of
these principles is questionable.
I do not know where government,

Father  Massaro or anyone else gets
the right to decide when certain people
have too much money (honestly
acquired) and therefore have a moral
obligation to turn over a larger share of

He’s Not Here
In “Welcome to the Cafeteria”
(Current Comment, 12/20), you
describe Luke Gormally as a professor
at the Ave Maria Law School in Ann
Arbor, Mich., and as one of those who
criticized Pope Benedict’s statement
on condoms. Mr. Gormally is no
longer a member of the Ave Maria
Law faculty, and the school is in
Naples, Fla., not Ann Arbor.

(REV.) MICHAEL P. ORSI
Naples, Fla.

Beware of Intervening 
Your editorial “Deadline in Sudan”
(1/10) sounds like a description of the
Sudan of 35 years ago, which was the
same as Sudan back in the 1950s.
Over the decades all of Sudan’s dicta-
tors have systematically eliminated any
insurgents in the south or anywhere
else. Some of these campaigns of
extermination would take years of
effort. What did they all have in com-
mon? They were all Muslim leaders in
a Muslim country. Allowing the
Christians and adherents of tradition-
al religious in the south to go off
peacefully and practice their religion in
a separate state is not acceptable to
them. The moment no one is looking
they will go back to their mode of sup-
pressing whatever challenges Muslim
control.
The United States, with its involve-

ment in Iraq, Afghanistan and Iran,
runs an extreme risk if it gets involved.
Effective support of the Christians will
be seen by Muslims worldwide as an
attack on a Muslim nation. 

TOM MAHER
Stow, Mass.

The Gaza Siege Must Cease
I applaud Raymond A. Schroth, S.J.,
for his humane and practical vision,
“Two Peoples, One State” (11/15).
The people living in the Holy Land
had the natural right to self-determi-
nation after the collapse of the
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Connect with us.

Preparing and Guiding Priests and Future Priests
SULPICIANS

410-323-5070    
www.sulpicians.org
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that money to someone else—espe-
cially to a government that they did
not choose and that does not have a
reputation for the efficient use of other
people’s money. 
Perhaps Father Massaro should

promote greater charity and support
for “proxy-government” or faith-based
organizations—especially in the
Catholic community, which is ranked
last in its support for its church among
the main denominations.

ROBERT W. MCCHESNEY JR.
New Braunfers, Tex.

Back Words With Action
Reflecting on “Pope Denounces
Violence as Threat to Freedom” (Signs
of the Times,  1/24), I commend Pope
Benedict for his strong position on the
lack of religious freedom and the per-
secution of Christians by Muslims
and, in the Holy Land, by Israeli offi-
cials. The pope should back up his
words with action, as Pope John Paul
II did with the Soviet Union and his
response to the suppression of labor
unions in Poland. By focusing on the
suppression of human rights in
Poland, he was able to mobilize the
world in support of his actions. The
rest is history: the fall of the Soviet
Union and freedom granted to Poland.

CHUCK RADIOFF
San Diego, Calif. 

California in the Fore
Since I do not live in Spain, I cannot
address the problem raised by Pope
Benedict XVI (Signs of the Times,
1/24), referring to “educational pro-
grams that mandate obligatory partici-
pation in courses of sexual or civic edu-
cation with content opposing Catholic
teaching.” 
But because I live in California, I am

familiar with the school policy here.
No student in a public school must
stay in a classroom when material relat-
ed to the subjects mentioned [abortion
and homosexual marriage] are dis-
cussed. So let’s be clear about the issue
and regional context. California is a

To send a letter to the editor we recommend using the link that appears below articles on 
America’s Web site, www.americamagazine.org. This allows us to consider your letter for
publication in both print and online versions of the magazine. Letters may also be sent to
America’s editorial office (address on page 2) or by e-mail to:
letters@americamagazine.org. They should be brief and include the writer’s name, postal
address and daytime phone number. Letters may be edited for length and clarity.
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great example of how to deal with this
issue, and the political culture was
shaped by Catholic social thought
before it became a state in the union.

CHRIS NUNEZ
Santa Cruz, Calif. 

A Moment of Peace in Paris
Your “Accidental Pilgrims” (1/24)
reminded me of another article by
Dennis Linehan, S.J., that appeared in
America (Of Many Things,
2/25/08). He wrote of his time in
Paris working on his dissertation,
when each day after the noon meal he
would walk the short distance from
the Jesuit residence to the
Motherhouse of the Daughters of
Charity, where he would pray in the
chapel of the Miraculous Medal. For
him it was a haven from the pressure
of study and the din of Paris traffic.
Now I can affirm all your pilgrim
experiences while searching for those
that may come my way unexpectedly.

MARY ANNE BRAWLEY, D.C.
Binghamton, N.Y.

When the Red, Red Robin...
After re-reading the Of Many Things
column by Drew Christiansen, S.J., in
the Jan. 24 issue, I am convinced we
need a phenomenological analysis of
the holy. Transcendence—whether in
art, music, drama, sports or patrio-
tism—refers to an experience beyond
the ordinary. But a sense of the holy is
different. The various religions inte-
grate prayer, sacrifice and love into
their traditions. But those outside reli-
gious traditions also experience the
sacred. Meanwhile, we Christians
should spot the holy in our daily lives.
When the first robin sings over the
melting snow, God is with us.

ERNEST RANLY, C.PP.S
Carthagena, Ohio
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t is with great sadness that we
received news on Jan. 24, 2011, of
the death of Don Samuel Ruiz,

who had been bishop of the Diocese of
San Cristóbal de las Casas in southern
México from 1960 to 2000. Don
Samuel is well known for having
empowered the indigenous people of
his diocese and for his role as mediator
in the conflict between the Zapatista
rebels and the Mexican government in
the 1990s. For this, he had received
many death threats. Some years ago I
had the opportunity to meet him.
In the course of our interview, I

asked him how he had come to live so
completely the command to love one’s
enemies, when he had so many. He
gave me a puzzled look and respond-
ed: “I have no enemies.” It was my turn
to be puzzled, as he had arrived for the
interview in a bulletproof van, accom-
panied by three large, armed body-
guards supplied by the Mexican gov-
ernment, at their insistence. He
explained further, “There are some
who want to make themselves enemy
to me, but I have no enemies.”
In today’s Gospel, Jesus instructs his

disciples on how to live in just such a
way. Jesus begins by quoting the law of
retaliation in Lv 24:20, which puts lim-
its on acts of retribution so as to curtail
cycles of vengeance. The principle he
puts forth is “do not retaliate against the

evildoer” (v. 39a). In some
translations, the verb here,
antistenai, is rendered
“offer no resistance.” But
this verb most often car-
ries the connotation
of violent resistance
or armed resistance
in military encoun-
ters (e.g., Eph
6:13). Jesus is not
advising his disciples
to let evildoers freely
abuse them; rather, they
are not to retaliate by the same
means. They are to respond with an
action that confronts the evildoer
nonviolently, thus breaking the cycle
of violence and opening up a new
possibility by which gestures of rec-
onciliation can be reciprocated.
Jesus gives four concrete examples

(vv. 39b-42). The first involves a
backhanded slap intended to humil-
iate (only the right hand would be
used to strike another). Turning the
other cheek is a provocative response
that robs the aggressor of the power to
shame, and instead the shame falls on
the perpetrator. The second concerns a
debtor, who stands naked in court,
handing over not only the outer cloak
demanded as collateral but also the
undergarments, a shocking act that
places shame on the creditor (see Gn
9:20-27, where shame falls on Ham,
the son of Noah, who viewed his
father’s nakedness). The third instance
involves a Roman soldier who has
compelled a local person to carry his
pack. The latter destabilizes the situa-

tion by creating a dilemma for the sol-
dier, who would face punishment for
exacting service for excessive distances.
The fourth example is aimed at a per-
son in a superior economic posi-
tion. The context implies that the

indebtedness is due to some
injustice. The lender recti-
fies the situation by forgo-
ing the demand for repay-
ment. In each of these cases,
nonviolent responses under-
mine enmity and open possibili-

38 America February 14, 2011

Having No Enemies
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A), FEB. 20, 2011 

Readings: Lv 19:1-18; Ps 103:1-13; 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48

“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt 5:44)

I

PRAYING WITH SCRIPTURE

• Pray for the grace to be able to say, “I
have no enemies.”

• Ask Jesus to show you how to imitate
God in setting no bounds on your love.

• How do members of your faith communi-
ty strengthen one another for transform-
ing enmity into love?
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THE WORD

BARBARA E. REID, O.P., a member of the
Dominican Sisters of Grand Rapids, Mich., is
a professor of New Testament studies at
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, Ill.,
where she is vice president and academic
dean.

ties for new ways of relating. In this
way the Mosiac law is fulfilled. 
The last section deals with the com-

mand to love the neighbor (Lv 19:18).
Nowhere in the Scriptures is there a
command to hate the enemy. The
question was whether one was obliged
to act lovingly toward those outside
the covenant community. Jesus’ answer
is affirmative. Disciples are to set no
bounds on their love (teleios in v. 48
connotes not moral perfection but
“completeness, fullness”), just as God
sets no bounds on the divine love. 

BARBARA E. REID
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Without a Catholic priest’s presence, our Catholic Airmen go without the Eucharist. That’s where 

you come in — your presence is needed in the Air Force Chaplain Corps to nurture our Airmen’s 

Catholic identity through the sacraments and continued faith formation. Join us for “Come Be 

With Us,” an Air Force–sponsored, three-day ministry familiarization tour. Experience and see the ministry 

of the Catholic chaplain. Email us at chaplains@rs.af.mil or call 1-800-803-2452.

REAL PRESENCE NEEDED!



The Society of Jesus
in the United States

Responding to the
Call of Christ.

Everyone has a great calling.
Let us help you discern yours.

“The Church needs you,
counts on you and continues
to turn to you with confidence,
particularly to reach the
geographical and spiritual
places where others do not
reach or find it difficult to reach.”

Pope Benedict XVI, address to
the Society of Jesus, General
Congregation 35, February 21, 2008

www.Jesuit.org


